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A VISION OF CADES COVE 
IN TENNESSEE’S GREAT SMOKIES 


“Let us draw, in our mind’s eye, a picture of Cades Cove at the beginning 
of the eighteenth century. Let us imagine we are standing on Old Thunder- 
head, at the breaking of dawn. We turn our eyes toward the east. We see 
the sun lifting himself from behind a great sea of mountains, spreading his 
light and glory first upon the highest peaks and next upon the great 
mountain ranges running off in almost every direction. As he lifts his 
massive head of fire above the mountain tops we can see the shadows 
begin to fade away from the deep gorges and valleys below. I fancy it is 
about the twentieth day of May. I can see the mountains for hundreds of 
miles around, all decked in their robe of green. The rhododendrons are 
beginning to open those large clusters of red and pink. The mountain 
laurel is at its best. The blazing azalea or honey-suckle looks like a flaming 
fire. Then I think of Moses and the flaming bush, and again I look away 
and see the mountain magnolia, or cucumber tree, in the head of some 
dark hollow with snow-white blossoms as large as a man’s hat, standing 
head and shoulders above all the rest of the forest. 

‘At this moment, off to my right, I hear the howl of a wolf and the 
scream of a panther as they hurry off to their hiding places for the day. 
Then I looked across toward Thunderhead Gap, and there creeping out of 
the low beech timber, I could see large numbers of wild deer feeding. Just 
a little further down the mountain side I could see hundreds of wild 
turkey chasing bugs and grasshoppers. The whole mountain side was 
ringing by this time, with song birds and the clatter of squirrels. With all 
these surroundings I was completely lost in wonder and amazement. With 
all this beauty and grandeur before my eyes and all this music ringing in 
my ears, I said, ‘how great and wonderful are thy works, oh God!’ 

‘Then gradually turning my face north and westward, letting my eyes 
chase the shadows as they fled before the morning sun, I beheld one of the 
most beautiful valleys that ever lay beneath a sun-lit sky —Cades Cove.” 


John W. Oliver’s (1878-1966) remarks in 
1932 at Rural Mail Carriers Meeting in 
Cades Cove. 


Comment About This Book 


“This is absolutely the best written book on a family record I have ever 
read. It is a story, song and poem of reverence and awe, humility and 
understanding, love and beauty and above all honesty exhibited on 
every page.” 

Louis Oliver 
A Family Historian for over 60 years 


About This Book 


This book is the history of the Olivers of 
Cades Cove by a native son, Col. Hugh R. 
Oliver and his wife, Margaret—a promise to 
his father in 1948. 

Cades Cove has become one of the major 
scenic attractions of the Great Smoky Moun- 
tains National Park with thousands of visitors 
annually. Nestled in the high Smokies of East 
Tennessee, the Cove was once the home of 
over a hundred families until their land was 
taken by the State in the 1930's for creation 
of the National Park. Little evidence now 
remains of this small, isolated community 
and the pioneer settlers who lived here for 
116 years, 1821-1937. Today, Cades Cove is 
one of Tennessee’s great historical landmarks 
known throughout America. 

Col. Oliver’s parents, grandparents, great- 
grandparents and great-great-grandparents 
lived in Cades Cove and are buried in the Old 
Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery. This 
book tells their history and the fascinating 
search back over 260 years to find their 
ancestors. 

For the first time, the mystery of the birth 
of great-great-grandfather John Oliver in 
1780/90 in North Carolina was solved and 
his migration documented to Cades Cove in 
1821 to become the first permanent white 
settler. The Oliver family had believed since 
the 1920’s that John was born in Tennessee 
and first came to Cades Cove in 1818, a date 
still quoted by historians. 

This book includes the 1931-33 writings of 
Col. Oliver’s grandfather, Elder William H. 
Oliver (1857-1940). This is the most authentic 
history of pioneer life in Cades Cove ever 
written—a rare, priceless glimpse of Ameri- 
ca’s past. 

Also, told here is the State’s condemnation 
and forced removal of the Cades Cove people 
in the 1930’s and the bitter, unsuccessful, six- 
year legal battle of his father, John W. 
Oliver (1878-1966), to save the community of 
Cades Cove. John W. Oliver feared this story 
would be Jost to history. 
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Col. Oliver writes of the Cades Cove peo- 
ple: “Much of their pioneer way of life, 
culture and deep moral values still survived 
long after the frontier had vanished elsewhere. 
Cades Cove was, in fact, one of the last 
remaining windows to our great pioneer 
heritage in America.” 
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Preface 


I have undertaken this work to complete the Oliver family research begun 
by my late father, John Walter Oliver (1878-1966). He was born and lived 
most of his life in Cades Cove, a small mountain valley in the Great Smoky 
Mountains of Eastern Tennessee. My great-great-grandfather, John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863), came to this valley about 1821 and remained as the first 
permanent white settler to raise a large family. However, no record of the 
identity of his parents or their ancestors survived. I remember as a small boy, 
living in Cades Cove in the 1930’s, hearing my father talk of his efforts to 
solve this family mystery. Although my father was a Minister and the Rural 
Mail Carrier for Cades Cove from 1904 to 1939, and probably knew its 
history and families better than most, he was never able to solve the mystery 
of the identity of his great-great-grandfather. I think I have shared his great 
disappointment since that early time. In 1948, when he was seriously ill, I 
readily agreed to continue his search. However, completion of law school at 
the University of Tennessee and a military career begun in World War II asa 
Fighter Pilot with the U. S. Air Force were to come first. 

I also share the human urge to know who we are. The great traditions of 
family run deep and are a wellspring of strength that sustain and enrich our 
lives. Recently, as I knelt by the North Carolina grave of a newfound Oliver 
relative, a veteran of the American Revolution who had stood with the 
patriots before the British cannon and musket, I felt a close kinship with 
family and country. These were my people, my blood, in whom I was so very 
proud. To discover and pass on to future generations something of this great 
family bond between past and present is a highly satisfying and rewarding 
undertaking. 


Given the difficulty of genealogical research, the lack of records and oral 
history, there is the temptation to endlessly pursue lead after lead and post- 
pone writing a record. To avoid this end, I have determined to make my 
research available with the hope it will provide a basis for further study by 
others. I am keenly appreciative and very much in the debt of so many whose 
work I have relied on and pray my contribution to John Oliver’s (1780/90- 
1863) line will be equally worthy. 

Finally, a special tribute is due my wife, Margaret, without whose tireless 
perseverance this work would not have been possible. 


Colonel Hugh R. Oliver 


Introduction 


The search of my ancestors was a search of the early history of the United 
States. At first in the 1600’s, the immigrants were hard pressed to conquer 
and control the northeastern rim of America-New England. Slowly, they 
pushed south into Virginia and the Carolinas. At one time, Salisbury, North 
Carolina was the most western outpost in the Colonies and remained so for 
20 years. As more immigrants arrived from Europe and New England, the 
great tidal wave swelled and finally broke across old Colonial frontiers to the 
west, forever changing family and community ties. This headlong rush, 
hedgehopping westward, brought dislocation of families and individuals 
which has enormously complicated the research problems of the genealogist. 
Frontier life was consumed with survival in a primitive environment, where 
few records were kept and the ravages of war took their toll. The Federal 
Census Records for Tennessee for 1790, 1800, 1810 and the East Tennessee 
counties in 1820 were almost all destroyed. To the Tennessee family 
researcher, this loss is staggering as are the many Court Houses burned 
during the Civil War in the South. Combined with lack of written correspon- 
dence, illiteracy, poor communications and geographic isolation, especially 
in the small mountain valleys of Western North Carolina and Eastern 
Tennessee, the possibility of the missing link, a lost generation, becomes very 
real. 

Such was the story of my great-great-grandfather, John Oliver (1780/ 
90-1863). By the early 1900’s, no living person could be found among his 
descendants in Cades Cove, Tennessee, who knew the identity of his parents. 
It is this mystery that this book seeks to resolve. However, at the outset 
the limitations and imperfections of this work must be acknowledged and 
made clear. This is not a perfect record, but a much flawed picture of a 
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frontier family pieced together by oral history, inference and many far- 
fetched assumptions. The final verdict is much qualified and a lot is left to 
the reader’s judgment of the accumulated evidence. But, to the thousands of 
descendants of this family of John Oliver now scattered throughout the 
United States, this is the only known research that has made this much 
progress. To all of them, wherever they are, a new light, hopefully, has been 
found. 

The chronology of this book follows the authors’ research which begins 
with the present and proceeds generation by generation back through the 
pages of frontier America. By building a broad basis of information on each 
generation step by step, the pieces of the puzzle of the past slowly and 
painstakingly begin to fall in place. At one point, this search hangs on a 
single marriage record in 1805 which was meaningless without the 161 years 
of accumulated family history from 1805 to 1966. This approach has resulted 
in the inclusion of much detail on some heretofore unknown family members 
for the sake of a more complete history. However, this barely scratches the 
surface and many remain unknown and are not herein identified. To them, a 
humble apology is due. Perhaps with further study and the contributions of 
others yet to come who are stimulated by this book, a more complete record 
can be made. 

A word is also in order on the authors’ style which seeks to personalize 
these people. Research is a humbling experience impressing on one the 
brevity of the human experience and the finality of time’s great erasure as all 
that we are is slowly blotted out and forgotten. Some very old and personal 
writings have been included with some reservation, but in the belief that our 
descendants will understand the spirit in which they are presented, and better 
appreciate the dignity and strength of character of our heritage. We also 
commend this research to all who would pursue their family genealogy, and 
to those who would like to share our journey back into frontier America 
with this Oliver family. Much of this work is technical and the journey is 
often complex and frustrating. However, we trust that those who choose to 
read our work will find a new appreciation for their ancestors and a deeper 
understanding of their sacrifices that shaped America. 

Last, this book includes information on many other Oliver family lines not 
previously compiled in a single reference. This information, especially the 
appendix of the combined Federal Census Records of 1790 through 1850 of 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, 
Illinois, Missouri, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas 
should be a handy reference of interest to descendants of early Oliver families 
everywhere and is included for this purpose. Enormous progress in the 
collection of information has been made in recent years by many truly 
dedicated researchers to the great benefit of all who pursue family genealogy. 
To be able to contribute to this worthy effort in a small way is of 
considerable importance to the authors. 


Xii 


Chapter I 





Elder John W. Oliver, 1878-1966 
Cades Cove, Tennessee 


In the Southern Appalachian Mountain chain in Blount County, East 
Tennessee, close by the Western North Carolina border, is a small isolated 
mountain valley called Cades Cove. The Great Smokies, rising above 4,000 
feet, rim its southern border while receding foothills barricade the northern 
and western approaches completing its isolation. The Cove floor, some five 
to six miles long by two to three miles wide, is relatively flat with an elevation 
ranging from about 1,700 to 2,000 feet. The lush mountain vegetation, 
typical of the Smokies, includes virgin stands of the giant poplar (tulip), 
some of the largest trees east of the Rockies to escape the lumberjack. This, 
together with abundant wildlife, fertile soil, fresh streams fed by cold moun- 
tain springs and the towering grandeur of the Smokies, makes Cades Cove 
one of the truly magnificent garden spots in America. Today, the Cove is the 
centerpiece of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park with thousands 
upon thousands of tourists flocking here every year to enjoy its spectacular 
beauty. 


THE OLIVER LEGACY OF CADES COVE 


Here about 1821, my great-great-grandfather, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), 
who had fought with General Andrew Jackson at Horseshoe Bend in 1814, 
brought his young family from Carter County, Tennessee, located over 100 
miles to the northeast. At first, life was terribly harsh coping with an 
untamed wilderness with no roads. Indian trails were used and the first 
wagons were pulled across the mountains with ropes. Soon, however, other 
settlers came and a large community began to emerge. By 1831, one Joshua 
Jobe, a wartime companion and Carter County neighbor with whom John 
came to Cades Cove, moved on to Georgia, leaving John as the first 
permanent white settler. By his death in 1863, John Oliver had reared seven 
children in Cades Cove who were to give him over 50 grandchildren. His 
descendants continued to live in Cades Cove until the 1930's. 
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However, today the once proud community of Cades Cove, Tennessee no 
longer exists. Three churches still stand with their cemeteries, lonely ghosts 
of the past. A few pioneer homes remain, empty relics of a long ago com- 
munity which flourished here for some 116 years, from 1821-1937. What 
happened? The brief facts are that when the boundaries of the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park were first planned in the 1920’s, Cades Cove was 
included, although this was a large residential community of some 120 
prosperous, self-reliant families, most of whom were bitterly opposed to 
eviction. But, in the course of some six years in the 1930’s eviction was 
largely completed. The farms were purchased under threat of condemnation 
by the State which few could contest, sometimes with false promises by 
unscrupulous agents of lifetime leases at $1.00 per year. The end came swiftly 
in 1937 when most of the remaining families were ordered evicted. Most of 
the old homes and farm buildings were destroyed/burned and the last 
vestiges of the community of Cades Cove eradicated. Whether this was good 
or bad government policy is today moot, but to those who lived here, whose 
families had been here over 100 years, this was the American dream turned 
nightmare. Such was the legacy of the last days in Cades Cove of the 
descendants of John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863). 


JOHN W. OLIVER — BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 


This story of my search for the ancestors of my great-great-grandfather, 
John Oliver (1780/90-1863), begins with my father and the Olivers of Cades 
Cove. My father, John Walter Oliver, great-grandson of John Oliver (1780/ 
90-1863), was born in Cades Cove on October 14, 1878, the second of ten 
children of Elder William Howell Oliver (1857-1940) and Elizabeth Jane 
Gregory (1855-1925). In 1948, he wrote the following: 


I was born and raised in Cades Cove (Tennessee) and lived there 49 years. At 
the age of 21, I came to Maryville (Tennessee) and entered Maryville College. I 
attended Maryville College one year and the spring term of two years 
following. I taught in the public schools of Cades Cove in 1901, 1902 and 1904. 
I attended the Massey Business College of Louisville, Kentucky, graduating 
from that institution in 1904. I returned back to Cades Cove because of ill 
health, took a Civil Service examination and was appointed Rural Letter 
Carrier. I assumed duties on October 15, 1904 and served as such for thirty-five 
years. During my service as Rural Letter Carrier, there never was a patron but 
what received his mail promptly, a record no other carrier in Blount County 
has. I used as conveyance horses, carts and buggies and a mode! T-Ford. What 
of my (mail) route I could not serve this way, I went afoot. I always went that 
extra mile to serve my patrons. When it would come a deep heavy snow or bad 
weather of any kind, the patrons would say, “We may not see the sun today, 
but we will get our mail just the same.” I was known throughout the Tennessee 
Postal Officials and Rural Letter Carriers as the “Lone Letter Carrier of the 
Great Smokies.” I retired in 1939. Thus my official life consists of thirty-nine 





CADES COVE, TENNESSEE 
Home of the Olivers, 1821-1937 


The Great Smokies in the background divide Tennessee and North Carolina. 
Gregory's Bald, 4,948 feet, top center was named for my great-great-grand- 
father, Russell Gregory. 


years. During this period of time (1904-1939) Cades Cove reached its peak in 
civic life, having 120 families, four churches, three dry goods and grocery 
stores, one large two-story consolidated school building and two smaller one- 
teacher schools. Preachers, teachers, doctors and nurses, lawyers and leading 
businessmen have gone out to take their place in the world. My religious life 
began at the age of 15. I joined the Primitive Baptist Church and was baptized. 
Sometime later I was liberated to exercise my gift in public, then licensed, then 
ordained as minister. I have served the churches of the Tennessee Association 
as deacon and preacher since that time. Thus my religious life covers a period 
of more than 53 years. 


On September 4, 1901, John W. Oliver married Nancy Ann Whitehead 
(1878-1948), daughter of Sarah Margaret Boring (1853-1883) and Henry 
Whitehead (1851-1914). Nancy Ann Whitehead’s maternal grandparents 
were Rebecca McDonald (1825-186__) and Isaac Preston Boring (1826- 
1896), who was a Union soldier in the Civil War. Her paternal grandparents 
were Mary (Polly) Hearon (1827-__) and Esquire John Whitehead (1816- 
1891). Esquire Whitehead’s parents were Sarah (name and dates unknown) 
and William Whitehead (178__-1849). William Whitehead was a contempo- 
rary of John Oliver (1780/90-1863) and like John, his ancestors have 
remained unknown, although a descendant, Mrs. Margaret Whitehead 
Rhyne of Maryville, Tennessee, has spent years of research on this problem. 
Mrs. Rhyne’s book, Whitehead and Related Families, is the most complete 
research work on this Whitehead line that we know of. 

After the death of his wife, Sarah Margaret, in 1883, my grandfather, 
Henry Whitehead remarried Matilda Shields on 12 August 1887 and moved 
his young daughters, Nancy Ann, age 9, Susan M., age 7, and Mary Jane, 
age 11, from Six Mile near Maryville, Tennessee to Cades Cove, Tennessee. 
Here with the help of his daughters, Nancy Ann and Mary Jane, who made 
the bricks for the chimney, he built his home where he lived until his death in 
1914, 


JOHN W. OLIVER — A PERSONAL TRIBUTE 


No biographical sketch can do justice to my father, John W. Oliver (1878- 
1966), without some recognition and comment on his personal qualities as a 
man and citizen patriot. At the risk of family bias, based on over 40 years of 
leading and training men in war and peace, I can say without qualification 
that he was the most disciplined leader with the greatest strength of mind 
and character I ever knew. His professional life was a model of sacrifice and 
service to his community with the “extra mile” his personal creed. 

His religious contributions as minister and deacon across 53 years were 
made without compensation which was a tenet of the faith of his church and 
was not expected. He was an exceptionally gifted speaker, and as a young 
man began a lifelong service of holding funerals, including his 83-year-old 
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father’s funeral in 1940. A member of the “old school” in religious matters, 
he held nightly family prayer throughout his life, kneeling with his family 
invoking God’s mercy and blessings on his home, his community and the 
leaders of the Nation, ending with a prayer for his enemies. His strong stand 
on corrupting influences in this small mountain community brought him a 
few enemies and considerable personal sacrifice, but he never waivered in his 
principles. 

He was fiercely proud of his mountain community, his ancestors and his 
country and quick to rise to their defense. Such was an article by him on 
June 26, 1924, responding to a perceived insult to the honor of the mountain 
people. This article, quoted below under the byline of a neighbor to avoid 
associating his government status with politics or controversy, reveals much 
of his character and some of his early family oral history. In 1948 when he 
requested that I continue his family research, he wanted this article included 
in our Oliver History: 


In The Sunshine Of The Great Smokies 


“Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error 
of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude 
of sins. James 5:20.” 


The Honorable D. L. Bryan said three weeks ago that the rich coves and 
ravines of the Beautiful Smokies were inhabited by Indians and ruffians who 
live for a few months by pilfering and robbing people. 

In his article two weeks ago he said the people of Cades Cove (Tennessee) 
were kind and hospitable. Our mountain people are sure glad to know that our 
friend Mr. Bryan has met with a change of heart and is going to lead a new life, 
and in view of this fact we wish to give him and the readers of this paper a few 
historical facts about our dear little cove and the character and names of some 
of its early settlers. 

Prior to 1800 it was a howling wilderness, inhabited by a few Cherokee 
Indians and the wild beasts of the mountains. From 1800 to 1815 it was visited 
by some of the “Long Hunters” and Home Seekers coming across the moun- 
tains from Western North Carolina and Virginia and Carter County, Tenn. 
About the year 1816 a man by the name of Joshua Jobe from Carter County 
built a log cabin and cleared some land on the farm now owned by Mr. Tom 
Sparks. 

Before going further we will tell you how Cades Cove got its name. The first 
white people who visited Cades Cove found an Indian living here by the name 
of “Kade” and either they or the Indians before them called it Kade’s Cove. 
Later the spelling was changed to Cades Cove. After the coming of Jobe, he 
persuaded one of his former neighbors in Carter County, John Oliver, to come 
and be his new neighbor in his new home. John Oliver came in the year 1818, 
and built a cabin one mile due north of Jobe, now known as the old John 
Oliver farm. Sometime after the coming of John Oliver, Jobe moved away, 
thus leaving us without much knowledge of him or his character. John Oliver 


was a young man with his young wife and one child, at the time he came. John 
Oliver was of Scotch-Irish decent, a soldier of Andrew Jackson’s army in the 
War of 1812. He took part in Jackson’s victory at Tobopeka, or Horseshoe 
Bend on March 27, 1814. You know that history tells us that during this 
campaign one of Jackson’s soldiers complained of being hungry and Gen. 
Jackson’s reply was, “and so am I, but such as I have I will divide with you,” 
whereupon the General pulled out a handful of acorns and gave to the hungry 
soldier. John Oliver and his wife were sweethearts at the time he joined the 
army and when he returned to his home in Carter County he was so poor and 
starved that she did not recognize him. Shortly after, they were married. They 
reared a family of seven children, one dying in infancy. They, together with all 
eight of their children, lived and died in Cades Cove and are all sleeping in the 
same cemetery except the one dying in infancy, beneath the green sod of the 
beautiful valley of which he, (John Oliver) was the first permanent white settler. 

Shortly after Oliver’s coming others from Carter County followed viz: 
Russell Gregory, from whom Gregory’s Bald took its name and who is the 
father of all the Gregory race now living in Blount County, with but one or two 
exceptions. A little later came Robert Shields, the grandfather of Witt Shields, 
deceased. The Olivers, Gregorys and Shieldses therefore furnished the founda- 
tion stock for Cades Cove. About three-fourths of the people in Cades Cove 
are descendants of these three families. We could give the names of many 
others who came later, but this would take too much space. At this early age 
life was mixed with fear, love, toil and hardships. No roads except Indian, no 
mills, no stores. The closest mill was at the Perry Bros., present site. The closest 
store was where Mr. Bud Hitch now lives. They beat their corn in a mortar, 
which consisted of a large round mortice in a rock and a tamping pole with a 
cast iron covering on one end. The corn was placed in the mortice and pounded 
with the tamping rod or pole till it was fine enough for bread. Their meat 
consisted of wild game. Their winter food was corn bread, meat from wild 
game, dried pumpkins, shell beans, dried fruits and “leather breeches.” But 
they were happy and if ever the command to “Love thy neighbor as thy self” 
was complied with it was in those pioneer days. The settlers continued to come 
and soon a pretty good little community was formed. Divine worship was 
practiced in their homes, from the beginning. John Oliver’s home was known 
as a house of worship. On June 16, 1827 the first religious body was organized, 
known as the arm of the Wear’s Cove Baptist Church in Cades Cove, with 
Elder John Roberts pastor. On June 20, 1829 this body was organized into an 
independent church of its own, known as the Baptist Church of Cades Cove. In 
August 1838 this church organization divided. The side opposed to missions 
and other issues took the name of Primitive or Old Baptist and the side in favor 
of missions and other issues took the name of Missionary Baptist. Thus you see 
organized religious worship in Cades Cove is 97 years old. Does this look like 
ruffianism? The first church house was built about 1832. The first school house 
was built about 1834. We have been unable to find in our county records just 
when Cades Cove became a voting precinct, or when and who our first Justices 
of the Peace were. But for many years our foreparents crossed the mountains 
to Tuckaleechee Cove near the present site of Townsend to vote. We have been 
told that David Foute was the first Justice of the Peace, probably about 


1840-45. When the Civil War broke out, Cades Cove with her few inhabitants 
sent six or eight of her noble sons to the front viz: George W. Shields, David 
Shields, William Blair, George W. Powell, his aged father, Riley Powell, 
William Powell, Walter Gregory, Davis Potter, Noah Abbott and perhaps 
others. Three of these never returned, viz: Walter Gregory, David Shields and 
Riley Powell. 

When the Spanish-American War came Cades Cove again came to help 
defend the colors with her mountain youths. Again when the liberty and free- 
dom of all the world was hanging in the balance and all Europe was being 
swept before the German hordes, the boys from Cades Cove were numbered 
among the heros of the World, saying, “they shall not pass.” One of them is 
sleeping beneath the beautiful green sod in the Sunshine of the Beautiful 
Smokies. He made the supreme sacrifice. His name is Luke Lawson. In 1780 
Col. Ferguson sent word to Tennessee or the “over mountain men” as he called 
them, that he intended to make them a visit and burn their houses and destroy 
their settlements unless they returned to their allegiance to the King of 
England. Every school boy knows what the “over mountain men” did for that 
proud and haughty English Col. and his entire army. History tells us that it was 
these “over mountain men” that turned the tide of the Revolutionary War. I 
wonder if Col. Ferguson called them “Ruffians, Pilferers and Robbers”? It was 
the heroic deeds and supreme sacrifices of the “over mountain men,” or 
mountaineers as they are called today, that cut off the left wing of Cornwallis’ 
Army and forced him to retreat from North Carolina. The mountaineers of 
Cades Cove were in the first company to go from Loyal Old Blount to fight 
Germany viz: Jule Burchfield, Luke Lawson, Bob Wilson, Walter A. Gregory, 
Alex Gregory and Mike H. Tipton. These “over mountain men” were among 
the first U. S. Soldiers to cross the Hindenburg Line. 

Is it any wonder that Tennessee is called the Volunteer State? As the moun- 
tain springs send their clear, cool and sparkling waters into the great rivers to 
help purify them, so does the inflow of mountain blood into the veins of the 
city people help to keep them pure in heart and mind. 


A FIGHT FOR HOME AND HONOR 


As a conservationist, John W. Oliver was decades ahead of his time — 
strongly opposed to excessive commercial cutting of virgin timber lands in 
the Smokies and wanton destruction of wildlife. In his farm operation he 
was an innovator and thoroughly modern, introducing thoroughbred species 
and advanced methods. He brought the first rainbow trout to Cades Cove 
and pioneered introduction of the Italian honey bee, building up an apiary of 
over 100 hives. By the late 20’s, he had developed one of the finest farms and 
Black Angus herds in the county. At this time when the Great Smoky Moun- 
tains National Park movement was getting under way, he had already 
developed a mountain tourist lodge with facilities catering to tourists 
throughout the country and had made ambitious plans for expansion 
including golf courses and a hydro-electric power plant. 


However, John W. Oliver’s dreams and visions for Cades Cove were not 
to be. In 1930, litigation with the government began, which was to last six 
long, painful years over condemnation of his home for the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. My brother, Judge W. Wayne Oliver, writing in 
his Memoirs in 1984, gave the following history of this litigation: 


When the State filed a condemnation suit to appropriate my parents’ pro- 
perty in Cades Cove, they asked me what attorney I would recommend. They 
followed my suggestion and sent me to see the late Mr. Russell R. Kramer, 
who was practicing law in Maryville... Mr. Kramer accepted employment. He 
asked for a retainer fee of $1000. I went home and rode a horse around the 
Cove to contact the people who were interested in testing their rights in court. 
By that time many were leaning toward the idea of accepting what the State’s 
representatives had offered, but some made or pledged a contribution. 

Mr. Kramer was of opinion that the State could not exercise its power of 
eminent domain when the purpose was to turn over the land obtained to the 
United States, and asserted that proposition in an answer filed in the case in 
the Circuit Court. The Trial Judge agreed with that contention and, according- 
ly, dismissed the State’s suit. But upon appeal the Tennessee Supreme Court 
rejected that insistence and reversed the Trial Court and sent the case back to 
the Blount County Circuit Court for further proceedings. The Supreme Court 
held that the public necessity justifying exercise of the power of eminent 
domain need not “be exclusively the necessity of the particular sovereign 
seeking to condemn,” and the State had the authority to condemn lands to be 
turned over to the Government for use as a park. State ex rel. v. Oliver, 162 
Tenn. 100, 35 S. W. 2d. 396 (Feb. 7, 1931). 

Following that Supreme Court decision, when the case was remanded to the 
Blount Court Circuit Court, the next step was appointment of a Jury of View 
composed of five persons, as the law requires if requested. That was done on 
August 8, 1931. The duty of the Jury of View is to go upon and examine the 
property being condemned, hear and consider any evidence offered by the 
condemnor and/or the landowner, but no argument of counsel, and set apart 
to the condemnor the property in question, and fix the damages occasioned to 
the owner by the appropriation of his property. (TCA 29-16-07 — 29-16-113; 
29-17-606 — 29-17-607). 

On October 5, 1931, the first day of the October Term, the State demanded a 
jury in the case. On October 13, 1931 the Jury of View report, returned into 
court on August 27, 1931, was entered on the Minutes; it set apart to the 
petitioner, State of Tennessee ex rel., The Great Smoky Mountains Park Com- 
mission, all of my parents’ property and fixed the value of $10,650. for the 
337.5 acres. My parents, through counsel, then and there excepted to the 
report of the Jury of View and appealed to the Circuit Court, both as to setting 
aside their property to the State and as to the amount of compensation 
awarded, and filed a bond for the costs. Holding that the right to condemn the 
property had already been adjudicated, the Trial Judge confirmed the Jury of 
View report setting the property aside to the State, and took under advisement 
the question of my parents’ right to appeal “at this time.” To this action my 
parents reserved exceptions and prayed an appeal to the Tennessee Supreme 


Court. That motion for a new trial was from the judgment of the Trial Court 
confirming the Jury of View report setting the land aside to the State and 
vesting title thereto in the State. In that new trial motion Mr. Kramer again 
insisted that the State had no authority to condemn this property for the use of 
the United States for park purposes, and set out other grounds which in 
substance raised the same question. That motion being overruled, an appeal to 
the Tennessee Supreme Court was prayed and granted. The State excepted to 
the action of the Court in granting that appeal, insisting that question had 
already been decided; and, further, moved that the case be set for trial on the 
question of damages since that was the only question remaining. The Trial 
Judge overruled that motion, holding that “the appeal on the amount of 
damages should await determination until the other branch of the case is 
disposed of.” Upon appeal, the Tennessee Supreme Court held that questions 
of law decided upon appeal are settled and cannot be re-examined upon a 
subsequent appeal of the same case, and dismissed the appeal because it was 
bound by its former judgment (162 Tenn. 100) that the State had a right to take 
the land. Oliver v. State, 164 Tenn. 555, 51 S.W. 2d. 993 (July 5, 1932). 

When the case was remanded to the Blount County Circuit Court this time, 
counsel for the State filed a motion to confirm the Jury of View report on 
damages, contending that no appeal to the Circuit Court was granted from 
that report as to the amount of damages. During argument on that motion, my 
parents’ counsel “moved the Court to at this time grant them an appeal from 
the amount of damages as awarded by the Jury of View,” which motion the 
Trial Judge granted, and overruled the State’s motion. The State excepted to 
the action of the Court in granting my parents’ motion and in overruling the 
motion of the State. The Trial Judge also overruled a new trial motion filed by 
the State and granted it an appeal to the Tennessee Supreme Court. That 
Court affirmed the judgment of the Trial Court, holding that “. . . on this 
record it appears that defendants consistently demanded a trial de novo on the 
question of damages. Their appeal from the report of the Jury of View was 
perfected in conformity with statutory rules of procedure.” State ex rel. v. 
Oliver, 167 Tenn. 154, 67 S.W. 2d. 146 (Jan. 16, 1934). That Court remanded 
the case to the Circuit Court of Blount County “for further proceedings and for 
final determination therein of the appeal from the report of the Jury of View.” 

On June 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22, 1934, the case was tried before the Court and 
a jury upon appeal from the Jury of View award of damages. The jury fixed the 
value of my parents’ property at $17,000. and the Court entered judgment for 
that amount. The State’s motion for a new trial, and a like motion filed on 
behalf of my parents, were overruled, and both parties were granted an appeal 
to the Tennessee Court of Appeals at Knoxville on August 11, 1934. 

On May 9, 1935 the Court of Appeals affirmed the judgment of the Trial 
Court, and added interest of $807.51 on the judgment, making the total judg- 
ment in the Court of Appeals of $17,807.51, and the Court ordered interest on 
that amount until payment thereof.” 


The last chapter in this tragic episode in the life of my parents was 
reported in the following newspaper account. 


OLIVER’S SUIT COMES TO END OF LONG TRAIL 
Supreme Court Upholds Land Owner’s Right to Interest On Park Award 


The State Supreme Court yesterday finished a lawsuit that had appeared 
before it five times during six years. It was the suit of the State versus John W. 
Oliver, Blount County, seeking to condemn 300 acres of land in Cades Cove 
for the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

The Court denied the State’s petition to rehear the case on a ruling which 
gave Mr. Oliver $1,700 interest on $17,000 award for the land..... 


This litigation indicates the tenacity and resources the State Park Com- 
mission was willing to use to crush opposition. In January 1935, the State 
offered to compromise at $16,000.00 and drop their appeal. True to his 
character and principles, John W. Oliver rejected this offer, electing to 
continue the litigation to an uncertain end. Also, in a last punitive act, 
rebuffed by his attorney, the State attempted to extract a large retroactive 
rental fee for his Cades Cove home. 

Although he lost his home and his beloved community, there was some 
victory in defeat. The State was forced to pay almost twice its original offer 
made in 1930, plus the expense of six years litigation. But more important, 
his heroic stand in the name of justice, earned him the undying respect and 
admiration of all who knew him. 

Following termination of this bitter litigation, he was forced to move his 
family from Cades Cove in 1937, though he continued to return daily to 
carry the mail until he was finally retired in October, 1939. He relocated to 
Townsend, Tennessee, some 13 miles from Cades Cove, where he continued 
his religious work until his death at age 88 in 1966. 

A deeply religious man, he harbored no animosity toward the State or the 
Park and in 1948, while discussing the research I was to continue on our 
Oliver family genealogy, he instructed me to omit anything which he may 
have written which was offensive to the Park. In fact, in later life in keeping 
with his strong conservation principles, he took considerable satisfaction in 
the permanent preservation of the Great Smoky Mountains. However, he 
never accepted the State condemnation of the homes and forceful eviction of 
the people of Cades Cove which he considered morally wrong and totally 
unnecessary for establishment of the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. This mountain valley had been cleared and under cultivation since the 
1820’s. Continuation of the community was no threat or impediment to 
creation and preservation of the Great Smoky Mountains as a National 
Park. These people had been faithful custodians of this great valley and these 
mountains since 1821. They too loved its magnificent beauty and were proud 
of their heritage. Indeed, much of their pioneer way of life, culture and deep 
moral values still survived long after the frontier had vanished elsewhere. 
Cades Cove was, in fact, one of the last remaining windows to our great 
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pioneer heritage in America and a compliment to our National History as is 
Williamsburg in Virginia today. However, the anguished cries of its people 
to be left alone went unheard. Powerless, without a voice, these last pioneers 
were swept away by a movement whose architects were unconcerned for 
their heritage or fate. 

In 1948, John W. Oliver’s wife of 47 years, Nancy Ann Whitehead Oliver, 
died, ending a tender bond of love forged by years of struggle together to 
keep their home and raise their family. His devotion to her was boundless 
and is reflected in the following epitaph on her tombstone: 


NANCY ANN WHITEHEAD 
wife of Eld. John W. Oliver 
September 15, 1878 — June 26, 1948 
My loving wife, my bosom friend, 
the object of my love, 
time’s been sweet I’ve spent with you 
my sweet and harmless dove 


What can one say of a mother, what words can describe her. She was a 
tower of strength to her children and her husband, tirelessly laboring in field 
and home. Her example of self-sacrifice, her great Christian faith, high 
moral values, wisdom, compassion and love of her family enshrine her as an 
angel in our memory forever. 

When my father was 74 years old he married Florence Whitehead Tucker 
(1880-1967), widow of John Tucker, a childhood friend and cousin of his 
wife, Nancy Ann Whitehead. He spent his remaining years in relative good 
health and peace. 


CHILDREN OF JOHN W. OLIVER AND 
NANCY ANN WHITEHEAD 


John W. Oliver and Nancy Ann Whitehead had the following ten children 
born in Cades Cove, Tennessee, between 1903 and 1923, six of whom 
survived to adulthood; 

Frona Mae Oliver, May 18, 1903, died 12 days later. 

Irene Ryan Oliver, February 7, 1905 — September 22, 1907. 
William Wayne Oliver, August 11, 1907 — January 22, 1989. 
Lucile Florene Oliver, February 28, 1910 — June 22, 1984. 
Infant twin daughters, unnamed, born and died August 8, 1912. 
Johnnie Geneva Oliver, July 27, 1914. 

Henry Clay Oliver, December 1, 1916 — January 14, 1973. 
John Winston Oliver, August 30, 1919 — July 27, 1966. 

Hugh Russell Oliver, June 1, 1923. 





JOHN W. OLIVER, 1878-1966 
and Wife 
NANCY ANN WHITEHEAD, 1878-1948 


— “IN LOVING MEMORY” — 


JUDGE WILLIAM WAYNE OLIVER (August 11, 1907 — January 22, 1989) 
married Thelma Goodson (October 6, 1908 — February 12, 1995) on September 
14, 1929. Their children: William Wayne Jr. (July 11, 1939), Julia Jane (Webb) 
(June 14, 1942), and Michael Stephan (March 12, 1945). Education: AB 1937, 
JD 1938, University of Tennessee. Tennessee Bar 1938. United States Supreme 
Court 1945. Lt. Colonel, United States Army, World War II, 1942-1947. Judge, 
Tennessee Circuit Court, Fourth Judicial Circuit 1948-1967. Judge, Tennessee 
Court of Criminal Appeals 1967-1975. “One of Tennessee’s Greatest Judges.” 


LUCILE FLORENE OLIVER (February 28, 1910 — June 22, 1984) married 
Charles (Charlie) Snyder Dunn (1893-1981) on April 3, 1932. Their children: 
Charles S. Jr. (October 15, 1934), John Oliver (September 19, 1940), and Dr. 
Durwood Clay (November 30, 1943). Lucile was educated at Montreat Normal 
and Maryville College. Charlie was Chief Ranger of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, 1932-1936, Superintendent of Shiloh National Military Park, 
1936-1938, and Superintendent of Chickamauga National Military Park, 1938- 
1961. “A self-made man; a leader.” 


JOHNNIE GENEVA OLIVER (July 27, 1914) married Alfred H. Weber (July 
13, 1909 — Sept. 22, 1990) on May 3, 1941. Their children: Nancy Ann (August 
7, 1942), Stephen G. (March 30, 1944), and Alfred H. Jr. (September 9, 1947). 
Johnnie was educated at Montreat Normal, where she was May Queen, and at 
the University of Tennessee. Al, a graduate engineer, CE, P.E., Cornell 1932, was 
Project Manager for the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) for Hales Bar Dam, 
Widow’s Creek Steam Plant, Gallatin Steam Plant, Paradise Kentucky Steam 
Plant, Nickajack Dam Hydro Project, Tims Ford Dam and Raccoon Mountain 
Pump Storage Project, one of America’s great engineering accomplishments. 
“He was the Dean of Engineering Project Managers.” 


HENRY CLAY OLIVER (December 1, 1916 — January 14, 1973) married Jane 
Sidney Robison (November 13, 1920) on June 6, 1944. One child: Jane Sidney 
Oliver (December 3, 1945). Education: Harrison-Chilhowee Academy and 
University of Tennessee. Captain, United States Army, 1941-1946. Graduate first 
Paratrooper Class, 1942. Combat, 509th Parachute Infantry Battalion, 82nd 
Airborne Division, North Africa — wounded, loss of eye. French Legion of 
Honor. Retired, Captain, United States Army, disability 1946. Superintendent of 
Manufacturing, Robertshaw Metals to 1973. “A giant among men, patriot, 
citizen and soldier — my beloved brother.” 


JOHN WINSTON OLIVER (August 30, 1919 — July 27, 1966) never married. 
Education: Townsend High School and University of Tennessee. A life of labor 
and affliction. “Blessed are the pure in heart,” 5 Matthew 8. 


COLONEL HUGH RUSSELL OLIVER (June |, 1923) married Margaret 
Thomas (April 7, 1926) on September 6, 1947. Children: Sara Margaret 
(Millener) (August 25, 1948), and Martha Ann (Oliver) (August 12, 1955). 
Education: JD 1949, University of Tennessee. Tennessee Bar 1949. United 
States Supreme Court 1966. United States Air Force Command and Staff 
College 1957, Armed Forces Staff College 1961, Lt., Army Air Corps, 1943- 
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1946 — Combat, Fighter Pilot, 79th Fighter Group, Italy, World War II. 
Korean War 1950-1951. United States Air Force 1950-1974. Author with wife, 
Margaret, Sketches of The Olivers, 1987. 


THE SEARCH FOR ANCESTORS 


John W. Oliver’s continuing interest in his ancestors and the mystery of 
his great-great-grandparents is indicated in the following excerpts from his 
correspondence in the 1940’s and 1950's: 


March 18, 1942: 

My great-grandfather John Oliver was a soldier in the War of 1812. He lived 
at or near Elizabethton (Carter Co., Tenn.) at the time of enlistment. He 
enlisted at Knoxville, Tennessee. After the war he married Loucretia Frazier 
and in the year 1818 they moved to Cades Cove, Blount County. He was the 
first white settler of said cove. They spent the remainder of their lives there. 
Reared a family of 8 children. They together with all 8 children are buried in 
the Old Baptist Cemetery of Cades Cove which is now a part of the Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. I have never been able to trace his people 
farther back than he himself. I do know his parents lived there, but I do not 
know their names. The possibility is his parents are buried in one of the old 
cemeteries near Elizabethton, but may not have any marker to their graves. I 
secured a government headstone and placed it at his (John Oliver’s) grave in 
Cades Cove. 


December 28, 1951: 

(According to) tradition handed down through my forefathers, viz: Elijah 
Oliver, my grandfather, and my father, William Oliver, John Oliver (172- 
1863) came to Cades Cove in late 1817 or early 1818 with his young wife, 
Lucretia or Lurena and their oldest or first child Mary who was born July 18, 
1817. She was the only child they had at that time. They are claimed to have 
been the first permanent white settlers of Cades Cove. They raised a family of 8 
or 9 children, all of whom together with their father and mother are buried in 
the same cemetery in Cades Cove. All we ever knew about great-grandmother 
was what she told her children and grandchildren. She said she was a bound 
child. She told many things about her childhood and about her master and 
Mrs. and was married quite young. The headstone at her grave has the 
following, “Lurena Oliver died Nov. 24, 1888, age 93 years.” The church books 
record her name as Lucretia instead of Lurena. She said her name was Frazier. 
She was one of the most cheerful, joking characters one ever met. Always 
playing pranks on younger people. One time in after life a man by the name of 
Frazier came through Cades Cove and stopped to see her. They traced their 
relations. But, that is all I’ve been able to learn of her people. 


January 9, 1952: 
My great-grandfather, John Oliver and wife, Lucretia or Lurena had eight 
children, viz: 











OLD PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH 
of Cades Cove, Tennessee, 


where five generations of Olivers are buried 
Organized 1829 





JOHN W. OLIVER at the grave of his 
Great-Grandfather, John Oliver, 1780/90-1863 


Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery 
Cades Cove, Tennessee 
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Mary Oliver, born July 18, 1817 in Carter Co. 

Martha Oliver, born July 28, 1819 in Cades Cove 
Elizabeth Oliver, born January 15, 1822 in Cades Cove 
Lazarus Oliver, born February, 1827 in Cades Cove 
Elijah Oliver, born March 20, 1829 in Cades Cove 
Rutha Oliver, born June 16, 1833 in Cades Cove 
William Oliver, born September 6, 1837 in Cades Cove 
George Oliver, born 1822-1827 in Cades Cove 


He (George) died in infancy and the exact date of his birth is unknown. The 
other seven all reared families, lived and died in Cades Cove and are all buried 
in the same cemetery with their parents. The infant George is buried in another 
little family cemetery about 2 miles from the others. All have markers except 
the infant George. 

Elijah was my grandfather and my father’s name was William Howell. 
Howell for his grandfather on his mother’s side of the house. William for the 
Oliver side. My great-grandfather (John) had a brother James who followed 
him to Cades Cove and later moved on to Georgia. And that was all I ever 
knew about his people (the Olivers) until about 1930. I started making 
research. Starting with immigration records of Boston, Mass. with Thomas 
Oliver who migrated from Bristol, England in 1632 or 34, following them on 
down the Atlantic Coast for generations, ending up with Isaac Oliver in 
Roanoke County, Va. Isaac had 4 sons viz: Isaac, Charles, Carter and William. 
These scattered and came South, and since the name William has been a very 
common and frequent name, I have concluded he must have been the father of 
my great-grandfather, John Oliver. Among John Oliver’s grandchildren there 
is one named George Carter. But, the name Charles has never appeared among 
any of John Oliver’s descendants. Undoubtedly, my grandfather Elijah could 
have told me about his grandfather had I have begun my research in his 
lifetime. 

John Oliver had a grandson named George and my oldest brother’s name 
was George, but it never occurred to me to ask why they were thus named. In 
all my research the names most continuously used are James and John, and 
second to them is the name William. 

Going back to Bristol, England and from there back to Normandy, France 
when the name first originated about the year 1060, I find these three names 
most prominent. Great-grandfather John always said they (meaning the 
Olivers) came from the Jerseys. Evidently New Jersey now, at one time known 
as East and West Jersey. 

I have a record showing the government allowed John Oliver so much 
traveling expense for five days from Knoxville (place of discharge) to his home 
in Carter County. 


A FINAL TRIBUTE 


A final tribute to John W. Oliver and the people of Cades Cove was made 
in the following comments of Justice William O. Douglas, Associate Justice 
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of the United States Supreme Court, writing in the July, 1962, issue of the 
National Geographic, “The People of Cades Cove, Tennessee”: 


They had a faith in God that made them giants among men. It came out in 
their prayers. When John W. Oliver led the prayers at the 1961 Decoration 
Day Service, he knelt and said: “I am not ashamed to get down on my knees 
and pray as our forefathers did.” 

The secret to America’s great strength was in people like those in Cades 
Cove, I thought over and again. The Olivers, Caughrons, Myerses, Shieldses, 
Burchfields, Cables, Coadas, Tiptons, Sparkses, and all the rest parade in 
memory as the kindest, most thoughtful, most generous people I have known. 
At the same time they were the proudest and the most independent. I found in 
Cades Cove the warm heart and the bright conscience of America.” (Reprinted 
by permission of the National Geographic.) 


John W. Oliver, his wife, Nancy Ann Whitehead, and five of their children 
are buried in the Old Primitive Baptist Cemetery in Cades Cove, Tennessee. 


Chapter IT 


Elder William Howell Oliver, 1857-1940 
and 
Elijah Oliver, 1829-1905 
Cades Cove, Tennessee 


In this chapter we take another step back in our Oliver family history into 
the generations of my grandfather, Elder William Howell Oliver, and my 
great-grandfather, Elijah Oliver, both of Cades Cove, Tennessee. 


ELDER WILLIAM HOWELL OLIVER, 1857-1940 


My grandfather was born May 16, 1857 in Cades Cove and died Septem- 
ber 13, 1940. He was educated in the elementary school of his day. On 
August 27, 1882, he was ordained a minister in the Primitive Baptist Church 
of Cades Cove, Tennessee, and continued in the ministry fifty-eight years. In 
the 1930’s he wrote: 


I never worked a day in my life on public works, my occupation was 
farming, black smithing, scythe stocking (and) furniture making by hand. I was 
not a very stout man, but worked all I could to be honest and pay all my just 
debts and to raise up my children in the same way. And besides all this, the care 
of all the churches. I would ride a mule sixty miles every month. I went through 
snow and ice, through rains and cold to serve the churches that I had care of. 

I baptized in Cades Cove, Tuckaleechee Cove, Millers Cove, Laws Chapel, 
Antioch Chilhowee, in all about 125 persons. I organized three churches. I kept 
no account of the preachers, deacons and marriages I officially assisted. 


On September 23, 1876, William H. Oliver married Elizabeth Jane 
Gregory (December 11, 1855 — January 5, 1925) in Cades Cove, Tennessee, 
a daughter of Charles Gregory (May 30, 1823 — May 16, 1900) and Celia 
Carver (November 30, 1830 — March 20, 1906). They had ten children as 
follows: 
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George Oliver (1877-1945) married (1) Samantha Farr (1879-1924). 
(2) Martha Nichols (___-___). 
John Walter Oliver (1878-1966) married Nancy Ann Whitehead 
(1878-1948) (my father and mother). 
Mary Jane Oliver (1880-1936) married Robert E. Lee Feezell (1881-1974). 
William J. Oliver (1883-1905), unmarried. 
Martha Angeline Oliver (1885-1947) married Preston Roberts (1884-1978). 


Elizabeth Frances Oliver (1888-1935) married Andrew W. Shields 
(1884-1967). 


Ella Rebecca Oliver (1890-1960) married John Myers (1890-1976). 

Lucy Mae Oliver (1892-1955) married Clifford Sharp (___-___). 

Ruth Hassell Oliver (1895-1972) married Elder George Taylor (1895-1984). 
Infant son (1898-1899). 


In the early 1930’s when my father, John W. Oliver (1878-1966), began 
working on his family history, he could find no written record of his Oliver 
ancestors in Cades Cove. The only family history that existed had been 
passed down orally from his great-grandfather, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), 
to his grandfather, Elijah Oliver (1829-1905), and in turn to his father, 
William H. Oliver (1857-1940). Determined that a written record must be 
made, he prevailed on his father, William H. Oliver, then in his seventies, to 
compile such an account from memory. The result was an extraordinary 
story of our Cades Cove Oliver people which my grandfather wrote in 1931- 
33 and gave to my father. In 1948, my father, John W. Oliver (1878-1966), 
requested that I include this record in our Oliver History. Accordingly, 
excerpts from this history of some 151 handwritten pages are given below as 
the most authentic, existing account of our Oliver ancestors in Cades Cove, 
Tennessee. 


SKETCHES OF THE OLIVERS 


Written by William Howell Oliver in 1931, 1932 and 1933: 


Who are you? An Oliver! This is a name taken from the emblem of peace, 
the olive tree. It has been both a Baptismal and a Surname and is believed to 
have been imported to the British Isles (from) Normandy where it was spelled 
Olivier. During the great wave of immigration to this country there were found 
among the list of pioneers seeking freedom and happiness a number of Olivers. 
In the New England States they were represented by Thomas, who was the son 
of John Oliver, and the grandson of Thomas of Bristol, England. Thomas 
settled in Boston where he was one of the founders of the first church. Then 
there was Thomas of Fairfield, Conn. and Joseph of Scarborough, Me., and 
Richard of Salem, Mass. There were also Olivers who settled in the Southern 
States who have written their name indelibly into the history of the South. This 
short sketch will not do justice to them all and they will appear in a later 
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article. The coat-of-arms is used by the descendants (of) Nicholas B. Oliver 
who came to America in 1778. 

I do not know anything personally of the Olivers until I come to my grand- 
father whose name was John. He was born and raised up in Carter County, 
Tennessee about the year of our Lord 1790 which would make him about 22 
years old at the time he went into the War of 1812 under General Jackson. He 
often talked of the war and said that General Jackson was one of the best men 
he ever seen. He never stood back and pushed his men into battle but fought 
himself as hard as any of them, saying, “hurrah boys, hurrah.” 

John Oliver, my grandfather, was a man of extraordinary gifts. He was even- 
tempered, not easy to get mad. He was a small man of about six feet high[?], 
but heavy built up weighing I suppose about one hundred and sixty pounds. 
He related a few incidents that took place in the war that I feel would not be 
out of place to mention in this narrative. The first one that I will mention was 
that of standing on picket guard post. He said that one of those wild Indians 
had killed a wild hog and skinned it and wrapped himself up in the skin of that 
wild hog so completely that his hands and feet was not easily detected and 
under that skin he had a dagger and tomhawk. He would crawl along until he 
would get close enough to the man at the post. Then he would throw off the 
skin and burst upon the sentinel without any alarm. He then killed the man 
and carried him off some distance and concealed him in the leaves. He then 
covered himself again in his hog skin and fixed for another man. This he done 
until he had killed three brave men and no trace of them could be found. This 
so amazed the company that the fourth man whose turn it was to take the post 
trembled from head to foot. The Captain then stated that he would have no 
man against his will. A man immediately stepped from the ranks and desired to 
take the post, telling the Captain that if a crow chattered or a leaf fell that he 
would hear his musket. My grandfather said they all shook hands with him and 
went away to their duty. He said that it had not been very long until they heard 
his gun fire. They all went to see what was done. Upon their arrival they saw 
the man coming, dragging the Indian by the hair of his head. The man said he 
had not been very long at his post till he seen this wild hog as it seemed to be 
crawling along hunting for nuts, but kept his eye upon it until he thought he 
saw him give an unusual spring upon which he no longer hesitated; took his 
aim, discharged his piece and immediately the animal was stretched out before 
him with the groan of a human. This unfolded the mystery of what had 
happened to the other three men that were lost. Another incident that grand- 
father talked about was the Horseshoe Battle in the bend of the Alabama 
River. The Indians had built bulwarks across the neck of the river and left port 
holes to shoot through. General Jackson and his men engaged awhile at the 
port holes until he gave command to charge the walls. My grandfather said 
that he was the second man that went over the walls. The first man was killed 
and fell against him. He said it was so dark for a time that you could scarcely 
tell a white man from an Indian. He said they turned the butts of their guns and 
fought that way, General Jackson hollowing, “hurrah boys.” The Indians had 
their canoe boats tied up around the bend and in case they had to give up, they 
would jump into their boats and get away. The Cherokee Indians fought with 
General Jackson and there was one old Cherokee by the name of Junaluskee. 


He swam the river around the bend and cut their boats loose. He said that he 
would dive as far as he could, and then come up and the bullets would hit the 
water all around him. He then would dive again and in this way he succeeded 
in cutting their boats loose. This ruined the Creeks. So, they surrendered the 
greater part of their property to the United States. At the close of this war the 
United States gave Junaluskee a good farm in Graham County, North Caro- 
lina, for cutting those canoes loose. The farm is known today by the Junaluskee 
farm. There are other battles and victories that my grandfather fought, but I 
will pass on at present. 

It seems that my grandfather settled down in Carter County (Tennessee). 
After the war his occupation was a collier and farming. He burned coal in large 
quantities for forge purposes to make iron. Soon after the war he took up with 
a young lady whose name was Lurena Frazier. She was a bound girl, her 
parents being dead. They took up together and soon married. The record of 
their license will be found in the clerk’s office at Elizabethton, Tennessee. Thus 
she became his devoted wife. They both were very poor people, and neither of 
them were professors of religion at that time. They only stayed in Carter 
County a short time, had one only baby girl. They were acquainted with a man 
by the name of Joshua Jobe. Jobe had some property and had a vision of 
Cades Cove. No inhabitants were here, and of course, no cleared lands. Jobe 
set in for them to come with him to Cades Cove. He told them this was a good 
fertile land, and that they would soon have plenty to go on. So, they decided to 
come. This was about the year 1818. Their baby was born in 1817. So they 
brought their baby with them and came into this cove, as before stated. 

The first wagon that crossed the Cades Cove mountain was held by six or 
eight men with ropes on both sides. There was no road, only an Indian trail. 
They had a hard time of it. There was no mills. They had to beat their corn in a 
mortar for bread. They then would sieve it and make hominy out of the coarse 
and bread out of the finest which was coarse. I heard my Gran-ma say that she 
honestly thought she would starve to death. Mr. Jobe lived across the creek 
from where my grandparents lived. Gran-ma said one day that she would go 
over and tell Mr. Jobe just what she thought of him for he was the cause of 
them coming there. So she said that she went in. Mr. Jobe said to her, “Well 
Lurena how are you getting along”? “Well sir I am starving to death, sir, that’s 
how well.” “Well,” said Mr. Jobe, “I have a brother coming in about two weeks 
with a drove of cattle and you shall have pick and choice out of two of them.” 
Gran-ma said he offered so fair that she could not say anything more. So sure 
enough, his brother came in with his cattle as Mr. Jobe said. So Gran-ma 
picked her out two good milk cows and that fall she said that she made soap 
out of butter. 

It has been said heretofore that neither of them were professors of religion. 
So after being married some few years, my grandfather got under conviction 
for his sins and felt that he was not prepared to die and go into Judgment. So 
he became wonderfully alarmed, day and night. He would get up of nights and 
go out to pray. Gran-ma said that one night he was out so much that she could 
not sleep and she thought he was going crazy. So she gets up and started to go 
around the house to look for him to tell him what she thought of such, and she 
said that as she went around the house that she met him rejoicing in God his 
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Savior. He told her that he had found the Lord and was happy and that he 
wanted her to seek the Lord and be happy too and throwed his arms around 
her. She said that she fell to the ground and instead of telling him what she 
thought of such crazy spells, that she became crazy herself. She said that she 
never had anymore rest until she found the Lord herself. Thus they were both 
happy in the Lord. This was about the year 1819 or 20. It was not long after 
they came to this place, Cades Cove. They were both of them in the first 
religious organization that was ever held in Cades Cove in the month of June, 
the 16th, 1827. The Primitive Baptist in Wears Cove, Sevier County (Tennes- 
see), having extended an arm to Cades Cove before, met in Cades Cove, June 
the 16th, 1827. This was the first religious organization that was ever held in 
Cades Cove. My grandfather then helped to buy a church book. The records 
have been kept ever since. The arm held regular meetings for two years to a 
month, June 20, 1829, when the arm was organized into a church of her own 
body and has always been known as the Cades Cove Church of Primitive 
Baptist. 

My grandfather raised seven children to be grown and married and all of 
them raised families. They had eight children, but one little boy died when he 
was small. My father, Elijah Oliver, seemed to be the sixth one of his children. 

My grandfather was known far and near for his honesty, truthfulness, up- 
rightness and his Christianity. He was active in religion always attending his 
meetings. He sometimes would talk in public, was able in prayers. He was 
sincere in all things and was confidenced by all who knew him. In the year 1838 
and in the month of August, the missionaries came in and brought their 
institutions with them, such as foreign mission, home mission, Baptist State 
Convention to educate and make preachers, all known as the institutions of the 
day and wanted the church to adopt them. This was a serious trouble to the old 
church. Such things were new things not known in the scriptures, not to the 
Baptists for eighteen hundred years. Some of the members of the church was 
for the new things and some were not. Thus they split the church and took a 
few members. My grandfather and grandmother and their children that had 
grown up and belonged to the old church, and one Uncle Peter Cable and wife 
Catherine Cable, all stood on the old foundation as firm as a rock. The Lord 
blessed them and others soon began to be added to the old church and so the 
church out lived that sore trial and was soon on her feet again. My grandfather 
was a man of principle and stood for it. Him and Uncle Peter Cable was great 
mates all through their lives; Uncle Peter being Clerk of the Church for many 
long years. 

My grandfather was troubled of nights in his sleep with what was called 
nightmares. The whole Oliver generations, both men and women have had, 
and does yet have them. My Gran-ma said that she often shook him and got 
him out of them. If you could move the least so that the blood would start 
circulating you would be all right, but without help it would seem that a person 
would die. | have known men to have to be raised up in the bed before they 
could get over it and be all right. 

When my grandfather, John Oliver, moved to this cove, he settled down on 
the uplands hills in the upper end of the cove. He was afraid of the bottom 
lands. Said they were swampy. You could have gotten the best farm in here at 


that time for a milk cow. My grandfather became a farmer and (when) his 
children growed up they cleared up those old hills and made corn and wheat by 
the wholesale. The lands were fresh and good. I heard my father say that he 
could have walked over the fields on the pumpkins. They began to grow wheat; 
it growed large and good on those uplands. They built an old time log barn, 
two pens and a threshing floor between the two pens. In here they would thresh 
out their wheat with flails, clubs and sticks and would clean it up by two men 
with a sheet making wind while a third one would hold it up and sieve it down 
for the other two to blow out the chaff. My grandfather would hire men to 
thresh and would give them the sixth bushel for their days work. They could 
thresh and clean up six bushels in a day. So the one man would make his 
bushel of wheat a day, clean it up and carry it home at night. 

My grandfather dug a well sixty-four feet deep near his house and had it 
walled up with rocks, the smoothest wall I ever seen, which well and wall stand 
there today giving plenty of water. It has scarcely ever been dry since the day it 
was finished. 

It has been said hereintofore that the church in Cades Cove was organized 
on the 20th day of June, 1829. My father, Elijah Oliver, was just three months 
old on that day having been born March the 20th, 1829. The Presbytery that 
organized the church was Thomas Hill and Augustine Bowers. The first 
preacher that ever preached in here as recorded was Richard Davis. He was 
moderator of the church and the arm before for six years. His brother, William 
Davis, was also the clerk, ten years, and was then ordained to the full work of 
the Gospel Ministry June the 17th, 1837. He also done clerking afterwards. My 
grandfather was ordained deacon of the church June the 15th, 1838. He died 
February the 15th, 1864. My father died February 22, 1905. My mother died 
February 25, 1898. These three died in the month of February. 

My grandfather was like the most of other men, he had his friends, and then 
he had his special friends. It would not be out of place here to mention a few of 
them. He had one brother, James Oliver, that was in the first organization with 
him. Besides this I don’t know anything of his brothers or sisters. 

There was one Peter Cable who was born December 20, 1792 and died 
January 27, 1866. (He) joined the church April 20, 1833, was appointed Clerk 
of the church August, 1838, and served the church faithful till death. Him and 
my grandfather was great friends and stood side by side through all the trials of 
the church till death released them here and joined them together in heaven 
above. Uncle Peter Cable as he was called had a wife whose name was 
Catherine. She was born December 10, 1784 and died August 17, 1848. She 
was a great woman and stood as firm as a rock teaching the members of the 
church to let nothing move them, but to stand firm on the foundation that they 
were organized on. She said the missionaries were money hunters and to not 
listen to them, but to read for yourselves and to stand for the truth. 

It has been said hereintofore that my grandfather’s children that was 
members of the church stood firm with him. I herein give some of their names, 
the oldest one first, Mary Oliver (Shields), born July 18th, 1817 and joined the 
arm of the church here August 25, 1828. She died May 31, 1892. Second, 
Martha Oliver (Shields), born July 28, 1819, joined the church July the 19th, 
1834, and died October 18, 1864. 3rd, Elizabeth Oliver (Anthony), was born 
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January the 15th, 1822. Joined the church November the [8th, 1836. Died 
October the 2nd, 1912. 4th, Lazarus Oliver was born 1827, died 1902. Joined 
the church September 18, 1852. Sth, Elijah Oliver was born March 20, 1829. 
Joined the church October 22, 1859. Was ordained Deacon of the church 
September the 3rd, 1868 (and) was appointed Clerk of this church August 19, 
1867. Died February 22, 1905. Sixth, Rutha Oliver (Gregory) was born June 
the 16th, 1833. Joined the church July 31, 1859. Died September 24, 1891. 
Seventh, William Oliver was born September the 6th, 1837. Joined the church 
January 18, 1890. Died August the 2nd, 1901. These seven of grandfather’s 
children lived and raised families and stood for the old church with him. It 
appears that two of his children died in infancy. 

It will not be out of place here to state that there were others, members 
among the old, who stood for the Principles of the Old Church. John Anthony 
(Sr.) born June 20, 1831, joined the church November 20, 1858, died January 
13, 1916. J. Jack Tipton born February 4, 1816, joined the church October 22, 
1859, died August 15, 1881. Naomi (Abbott) Tipton born March 24, 1831, 
joined the church October 22, 1859, died February 16, 1891. Gran-ma Susanah 
Gregory joined the church June 16, 1837. Walter Gregory joined the church 
July 31, 1859. He was ordained a Deacon February 18, 1860 and went to the 
Civil War and died there. Matilda Shields joined the church October 22, 1859. 
Mary (Lawson) Oliver born April 19, 1830, joined the church October 22, 
1859, died February 25, 1898. H. H. Shields born April 20, 1817, joined the 
church July 31, 1859, died February 20, 1891. Mary (McDaniel) Oliver joined 
the church September 18, 1852. Caroline McDaniel joined the church July 31, 
1859. Jonathan Shields joined the church August 22, 1859, Martha Shields 
joined the church August 22, 1859. Elizabeth Shields joined the church April 
21, 1860. Walter Gregory liberated to preach September 17, 1859 and licensed 
to preach June 15, 1861. Absalom A. Abbott was ordained to the full work of 
the Gospel Ministry May 17, 1856. Lazarus Oliver and Jonathan Shields was 
liberated to exercise their gifts in public June 8, 1872. Jesse Shields, Jane 
Shields, John Anthony (Jr.), James Sands, David Shields joined the church 
August 25, 1871. Maryan Gregory, E. R. Shields, George Shields, Ruth 
Shields, Margret Shields, Zachariah Shields joined the church September 14, 
1872. Lurena A. Gregory joined the church September 26, 1874. A. W. Shields 
joined the church June 25, 1870. Rebecca Shields joined the church November 
26, 1870. Eld. J. B. J. Brickey chosen pastor of this church October 28, 1871. J. 
E. Gregory, W. A. Gregory, Lazarus Anthony, Daniel Myers, Monroe Lequire 
joined the church September 24, 1879. Ellen Gregory and Susanah Tipton 
joined September 8, 1882. Wm. Oliver September I, 1882 joined. Butler Tipton 
and Lucinda Tipton joined the 9th of September, 1882. J. E. Gregory, A. W. 
Shields and their wives ordained Deacons March 25, 1883. Isaac Lequire and 
wife Harriett joined by letter. James Brown and wife Frankie Brown, Charles 
Gregory and wife Ceilah J. Gregory, Sarah-an Anthony, Moranda Lequire, 
Anide Tipton, these seven joined by experience October 25, 1882. Samantha 
Anthony and Elizabeth Gregory joined November 23, 1882. 

Eld. J. B. J. Brickey being chosen pastor of this church October 28, 1871. On 
account of his labors, the meeting time was changed from the third Saturday to 
the fourth Saturday. This was the first time the regular meeting time was ever 
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held on the fourth Saturday. Before this they were on the third, or second, or 
on the first. Sometimes they held their meetings at private houses and at nights. 
Sometimes in the lower end of the Cove and sometimes in the upper end. 
Religion seemed to be prospering in those days among those good old people. 
Another feature seemed to prevail in the old church in those days; and that 
was church discipline. When their members done wrong, they looked after 
them. And if they did not come and make their acknowledgements they were 
turned out of the church. They did this in love for the cause and for each other. 
Having said this much about the good old members who stood on the same 
foundation of the apostles, it makes me think of the poet which says: 


| The Christians of old, united in one, 
As sheep in a fold were never alone, 
As birds of a feather they flocked to their nest, 
And sheltered together in Jesus’s breast. 


2 Small learning they had, and wanted no more, 
Not many could read, but all could adore; 
No help from the college or school they received, 
Content with his knowledge in whom they believed. 


3 No riches had they, but riches of Grace, 
No fondness for play nor passion for praise, 
No moments of leisure for trifling employs, 
Possessed of the treasure in God to rejoice. 


4 Men, in their own eyes were children again, 
And children were wise and solid as men; 
The women were fearful of nothing but sin, 
Their hearts were all cheerful, their consciences clean. 


5 Wrapt up in the Lord, his service and love, 
They lived and adored like angels above; 
And blessed with his presence, their lives they laid down, 
And now with their Savior inherit the crown. 


Lloyds Selection. 


The old Olivers could not sing, but they sure did love to hear it. I will now 
proceed to say something about how they used to live and do their work. They 
would get up in the morning and get their horse or team and go out to the fields 
and plow while their woman would get breakfast. Then from eight to ten 
o’clock they would turnout and go to the barn and feed and go to the house for 
breakfast. The woman would notify them when breakfast was ready. On one 
occasion I heard my grandmother say that she had cornmush for breakfast and 
my grandfather coming in to breakfast found mush on the table instead of 
bread and he thought Gran-ma ought to have had some bread too and said so. 
Gran-ma said she did not like to hear anything said about her cooking, so she 
picked up the oven and throwed the mush, oven and all into the yard and then 
proceeded to cook some bread. She was a passionate woman, while Gran-pa 
was easy and even-tempered. They had no such a thing as a cookstove. It was 
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all done in ovens on the fire. Sometimes a stick of wood would give way and 
turn the vessel over and pour out your dinner. No one except those who 
cooked in those days can imagine how it was done. Somethings today baked in 
an oven is better than baked in a stove. Sweet potatoes for one. 

The way they used to gear their horses was large homemade hames with 
holes bored and ropes tied through the holes for traces. Their singletrees the 
same way. Instead of using a clevis and open ring, they would go to the woods 
and get hickory withes and twist them, then tie them through the beam of the 
plow and through a hole bored through the singletree. When hames and traces 
began to come about, they would condemn them. They said they would rub the 
hair off and skin their horses. Their collars were made out of shucks. They 
were soft, but you could scarcely keep the hames in it. 

When wagons first began to come about they were likewise locked with long 
hickory withes long enough to tie one end around the front axle and the other 
end around the hind wheel fellers. When you loosed the wheel the withes would 
drag on the ground. Wagons would go into Maryville and Knoxville that way 
with their withes dragging. Thus they lived and thus they enjoyed life with all 
its blessings and privileges. Their clothing were home corded and homespun 
and home woven in their old homemade wooden looms. The cloth thus made 
was good and durable. Their shoes were likewise homemade over homemade 
lasts. The leather being tanned in large trofts [troughs] by themselves. They 
would tan cowhides for their shoe leather and deer skins for shoe strings. There 
was no scarcity of home-tanned leather in those days. Likewise, their hats were 
platted out of straw and sewed together with needle and thread. My father 
platted and sewed one at the close of the war that he was offered four dollars 
for. 

I will now give some sketches of my father, Elijah Oliver. He was born 
March 20, 1829 in the upper end of Cades Cove, Tennessee on the old 
homestead of his father, John Oliver, who came here from Carter County 
(Tennessee), as has been stated in the first of this treatise. My father, Elijah 
Oliver, was the fifth one of John Oliver’s children. He died February 22, 1905, 
making his stay on earth seventy-five years, eleven months and two days. He 
was tall and heavy made from top to bottom and was a very stout man all his 
life, weighing about one hundred and seventy pounds on an average. He was 
married to my mother, Miss Mary Lawson, April the 4th, 1852. To them were 
born five children: Martha Jane, John, W. H., Mary L. and Elizabeth. They all 
lived to be grown and married and had children of their own. His grand- 
children were twenty-two; Martha Jane, four; John, one; W. H., ten; Mary L., 
six; Elizabeth, one. My father thought a great deal of his children and 
grandchildren. 

He did not enlist in the Civil War. He would layout and work in the fields 
of a day to make bread for his wife and children. He was a Union man in 
principal. 

About the age of twenty-two he made a trip to Ringold, Georgia. He walked 
all the way there and back and carried his ole-time rifle gun. He was a lover of 
his gun and carried it almost wherever he went. There were plenty of game and 
he was a good shot. While in Georgia he hired to work for a man and the man 
sent him out to split rails. They had little small malls with a hole bored through 


the middle and a handle put there in and struck to hit on the end of the mall. 
My father did not like it, so he cut down a hickory and made him a mall witha 
handle left to it. He seared it by the fire and had it ready for the next day. The 
man had other men at work for him at the same trade. He had one man who 
had been making more rails than all the rest. He seemed to be a champion and 
would brag and boast, so when my father had worked one day and made his 
mall, the man said to his champion, “I have found a man now that will make 
rails with you.” The champion looked around and said: “God, I don’t like his 
mall.” My father was a stout man and they were afraid to tackle him. He 
worked him out a little money this way and returned home on foot as he 
started. He was married at about the age of twenty-three, soon after his return 
from Georgia. They were very poor people and had a hard time. The war broke 
out in 1860, which made it harder. My father, as has been said, did not go into 
the war. He preferred hiding out and working as he could to make bread for his 
wife and children. He lived at this time close up to the mountain called the foot 
of the Goodridge. Just a little field was cleared up. This was in Tuckaleechee 
Cove. He only stayed there until the day peace was made in 1865. On that day 
he moved back to Cades Cove where he was born and remained here till he 
died. Sometimes he would have to go down in the settlement and get a yoke of 
cattle to haul feed and firewood. This was in time of the war. On one occasion 
he went out after the cattle and the rebels caught him and kept him two weeks. 
This was one of the hardest trials my mother ever went through. They shot him 
in the hand before he surrendered, but after this he got away from them in the 
night and finally got back home. I can remember the shouts of my mother the 
night he come in. 

On another time we were grinding our cane on a wooden canemill and 
boiling the juice in kettles in a furnace. In this way the people would make their 
molasses. When all of a sudden, two armed rebels came up. They stripped the 
horse and took him off with them, leaving our cane patch standing and us 
nearly on starvation. We never got the horse back. When we seen them coming 
my father ran off and hid thinking they would take him, but when they started 
with the horse and scarcely got out of sight, my father came out and made for 
his gun. My mother caught around him telling him it would never do, that the 
whole army might come and kill us all. And, so she constrained him to let them 
go, saying it would be better to lose the horse than it would be to lose some or 
all our lives. At another time we lost every bit of bacon that we had, and it war 
times and none to sell making it awful hard on the family of little children. 
Although I was small only from five to eight years old, I can remember hearing 
the cannons roar. And, when we would hear of the rebels coming, we would 
carry out the bedding and Pa’s gun and hide them in hollow logs until they 
would pass and be gone. I can remember Ma putting the best clothes on us that 
we had. She said that they would not strip them off of us to take them. It would 
seem that the saying of the Savior come to pass in this war. Father against the 
son, and children against their parents, houses divided against each other. It 
was so cruel, I never want to see anymore war. But, the Savior said that there 
would be wars and rumors of wars, and so it has ever been and will be until he 
comes again to gether up his jewels at the great Judgment day. 
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I will now quit the war for the present and say something about the convic- 
tion and conversion of my father. At the time of his marriage he was no 
professor of religion, although my mother belonged to the Methodist sometime 
before they were married. She was a devoted Christian and had been praying 
for father ever since they were married. Finally he got wonderfully burdened 
on account of his sins, but tried to keep it concealed from her. They had been 
married sometime before this, about seven years. I am the third child and was 
two years old when they joined the church. My father was a farmer by trade, 
but would take his gun and go out at intervals and kill deer, turkeys, bear and 
other game. They were plenty. While he was so burdened with his sins, he 
would take his gun and go out in the woods to pray. In this way he tried to 
keep it concealed, but my mother said that she knew it as well as he did for she 
kept her eye on him all the time. So one day he was out with his gun and stayed 
until he found the Lord. His hunt was then over and he came in and laid up his 
gun and turned around to tell her when she laid hold on him saying that she 
knew it as well as he did. His face and countenance shined so bright that she 
could see it. He did not try any longer to keep it concealed, but as they both 
rejoiced so together, and Ma shouting aloud. They both wanted to tell it which 
they did and decided that they could not wait for the regular meeting time to 
join the church. So they set a time and sent for a preacher whose name was 
Humphry Mount. While the Lord was blessing them, he was blessing in 
another home, one Jack Tipton and wife, Naomi Tipton and Matilda Shields. 
When the preacher arrived he found five happy converts to baptize. Reader, if 
you have ever passed over this ground you can imagine how happy husband 
and wife is when their home is converted into christianity. They were baptized 
on the twenty-third day of October, 1859. Thus they lived happy together for 
forty-six years and raised their children. Their home was a home for the Lord’s 
people all this time. They fed as many meeting folks as any family in their day. 
Although poor in this world’s goods, it was a welcome to all around them. 
They very often had preaching in their home. Church houses was poorly in 
those days and very often they would hold their meetings at the homes of the 
church members. Many members joined the church at their homes. Sometimes 
revivals would break out at meetings like this and continue for several days. 
They used to have prayer meetings of nights at each others homes. Many 
revivals of religion broke out at such prayer meetings, sometimes three or four 
conversions before they would dismiss. Old folks would attend carrying pine 
torches for lights as they had no other way to give light to walk by. They had 
the old-time religion and enjoyed it. They were mostly poor people, but were 
satisfied to eat their own bread and to divide it with others. They were happier 
when the meetin folks would go home with them. 

My father was appointed Clerk of the church August 19, 1867 and served the 
church as their Clerk as long as he lived. He was ordained Deacon of the 
church September the 3rd, 1868, and likewise, served the church as long as he 
lived. The meeting was held in his own house when he was ordained. I can well 
remember the time at the old log-house in the lower end of Cades Cove. It is 
standing there today just as it was at the time he was ordained. Thus it is seen 
that he lived a useful life, both to his family and to his church and neighbors. 
He commenced holding family prayers after I was a great big boy. I can 


remember it well today when he first began to pray in public. He could not 
sing, but was a lover of singing. He would ask us to sing and he would pray. He 
never denied when called on. As I remember, he prayed in my home the night 
he died as able as ] ever heard him and in about two hours he died in my arms. 
He was well as ever and went to bed and about nine o’clock he commenced 
coughing and throwing up blood. And in about half an hour he was dead. A 
blood vessel had bursted, and as soon as his blood could run out he was dead. 

My mother died seven years the same month, February. Ma, the 25th and Pa 
the 22nd. Both were buried on their meeting days just seven years apart. I 
cannot speak of a Christian home like that was and did not know how to 
appreciate it until after it was gone. I now go to the old homestead and imagine 
I can almost see their tracks. The worth of a Christian home can never be 
equalized in this world by nothing else. Nothing will fill the place of a Christian 
home. 

God give me grace to bear the stroke patiently as I write these lines and 
hereafter also until we all meet again in the upper skies. 

It has been said hereintofore that my father was a lover of singing, although 
he could not sing himself. I remember one special night in time of the war away 
back in Tuckaleechee Cove up at the foot of the Goodridge that my mother’s 
sister had come to stay all night. Her and my mother after the work was all 
done, they became interested in singing out of an old hymn book my mother 
had. They had no light, only by the light of the fire. My father had gone to bed 
and in listening at them sing those good old songs he became so interested that 
he got up and went out and hunted up some light wood and made them a light 
to sing by and listened at them sing. And, much later than this, after we had 
moved back to Cades Cove and I had learned to sing, one night around his 
fireside I sung from Lloyds Selections: 


Ist: | God, who rules the times and seasons, 
Doubtless for the best of reasons, 
Has been pleas’d to visit Zion, 
With afflictions sore and trying. 


Chorus: When, Oh When will Christ the Savior come, 
His little flock to favor? 
When, Oh When? 


2nd: See of late the sad declention, 
Bitter strife and fierce contention; 
Firey, zeal and persecution, 
Raging like the troubled ocean. 


Chorus: When, Oh When? 


3rd: See the proud assuming spirit, 
Some among us now inherit; 
Striving who shal! have dominion, 
Slaves to popular opinion. 


Chorus: When, Oh When? 
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4th: See the world and church uniting, 
In the work of proselyting; 
Wood, and hay, and stubble bringing, 
To build up the gospel kingdom. 


Chorus: When, Oh When? 


> 


5th: See the train of ‘means and measures; 
Filthy lucre, worldly pleasures; 
Honors, titles, wealth, and numbers, 
All combined to gain more members. 


Chorus: When, Oh When? 


6th: See the wide-spread desolations, 
Churches and associations, 
Once so happily united, 
Now are like a house divided. 


Chorus: When, Oh When? 


7th: Christian fellowship and union, 
Correspondence and communion, 
All are sacrificed together; 
Brother scandalizing brother. 


Chorus: When, Oh When? 


8th: Oh! it is a day of terror; 
Dark and low’ring clouds of error, 
O’er devoted Zion hover; 
Oh! when will the storm pass over? 


Chorus: When, Oh When? 


This became a favorite of my father and I sang it for him many times 
afterwards. 

I don’t think it would be out of place now to say something more about his 
way of living and raising his family. It has already been said that his occupation 
was farming and it also has been said that he loved his gun. There was so much 
game that he would slip out and kill a deer in a little while. We were seldom out 
of venison; to say but little of the thousands of squirrels that was all around us. 
When my father went out to kill a deer, he would not shoot a squirrel. To do so 
would scare the deer. If one was with him and would shoot a squirrel, they 
would not go together anymore. A good deer would have been worth thirty or 
forty squirrels. When he wanted a squirrel, he did not have to go only just 
outside the field to get all he would want. I can remember when he used to kill 
the deer and pack them in. He went one day and killed three. He went the next 
day and killed two. He went the next day and killed one. So, we had six deer all 
salted up at one time. Besides this he went out many times and would kill one 
and not be gone longer than two hours. His main hunting was after deer, 
although he killed other game at times. While we lived in Tuckaleechee Cove 


up under the mountain, the squirrels would come into the fields and take up 
the corn. Me and my brother would have to go around the fields and hollow 
and scare them out. They would run and jump out into the woods like sheep. 
We were too small to carry a gun. You could sit at the house and see them all 
over the fields. My father would get large flat rocks and beat a hard place on 
the ground and make triggers; bait them with corn and we would catch 
squirrels under them until we could not eat them. We would throw them away 
and the place would stink with squirrels that we could not eat. Me and my 
brother would have to go around the dead-falls every day and collect the 
squirrels. We would see the rock down and we would run to get the squirrel. So 
one day as we went around we seen one down and ran to it to get the squirrel 
and behold when we got to the rock we discovered a large rattlesnake mostly 
under the rock, but some of it was out. So we jumped back and ran and called 
for my father and he came and killed the snake. We supposed that it had 
crawled under the rock to shade and got on the trigger and throwed it, so it was 
fastened with the rock and could not get out. This was the only rattlesnake we 
ever caught in our dead-falls for squirrels. 

My father was a great tobacco user and would manure him a good patch, so 
his tobacco would not fail. He would worm and succor it until it would get 
ripe. He always cut and hung his tobacco in the shade to cure, and when it was 
well cured he would hand it off in bunches and pack it down in large gums and 
pack old quilts or cloths around it so it would keep in case all winter. He then 
loved to set up of night till eight, nine or ten o’clock and stem and twist 
tobacco. My mother had three girls and they would card and spin while Pa 
would work at his tobacco. So they had employment until a late hour to go to 
bed. I often seen two spinning wheels spinning at the same time and one pair of 
card carding. Me and my brother would cut and haul the wood with a yoke of 
oxen, and likewise the pine. Pine knots was mostly the light to work by. 
Sometimes my mother would have a web of cloth in the loom. When this was 
on hand she would weave of nights. I have held a pine torch for her to weave 
by. The pitch would drop on my feet and burn blisters. Pa had a tobacco prise, 
a hole cut through a tree and a heavy log beam went through it. He would fill 
up a gun with twists and set it under his log prise and let it down on his 
tobacco; and then put a sled load of rocks on his beam and leave it until it be so 
hard when it would come out it would never get dry and crumbley. This was 
the way he made his money. He would sell this tobacco made this way all over 
the county and in North Carolina. He sold it at twenty-five cents per pound. 
He made so much of it that three twists would weigh a pound. My mother 
would smoke the ground leaves. She was a mother in every sense of the word. 
She would work night and day to make her children feel comfortable. After her 
children left home, if she seen them coming back, she would run out to meet 
them. I can see her in this way, sacrificing her life to make her children feel 
well. She was a good cook and always ready. She loved her grandchildren. 
Also, I cannot say half enough to satisfy myself about my christian, sainted, 
angel mother. She was not the best mother in the world, but I feel sure to say 
that there was no better mother than she was. Oh! my mother, if I could only 
hear her welcome voice and her shouts and prayers once more. It seems to me 
that it would give me new life and courage. 
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All the Olivers | ever knew were meeting folks and Primitive Baptist in 
principle. They were a people that stood for their religion. They were hard- 
shells in a sense. You could not change them in their belief no more than you 
could change the Bible. They believed every word of it and practiced it. They 
were foot-washers and loved to practice it. The Savior said, ‘If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them,’ and they experienced that happiness in 
following after Jesus in his commandments. 

The Olivers believed in being honest, paying their debts. I do not say that 
there was no Judas among them for no doubt there was, but I am speaking of 
them as a people who loved the truth, loved honesty, loved truthfulness, loved 
uprightness, loved one another and loved their Bibles better than all. I have 
known them to deny themselves of things they could have lived on rather than 
go in debt for them when they could not see how they could pay for them. 

They have been generally a poor people in this world’s goods. Some of them 
have had a little home to live on and some of them had none, but they were a 
hardy, working people, and loved to eat and enjoy their labors. I never known 
my father to call in a physician for himself, although he called in a few for my 
mother. She was not a very strong woman like he was a man. Physicians in 
their day were scarce and lived so far away and it cost so much to get one that it 
was very difficult to get one at all. Many poor people died without trying to get 
one. They could not pay the doctor bill and would rather die than to leave a 
large debt on their poor families to pay after they were gone. I heard my father 
say that you could not get a doctor for less than twenty-five dolars and there 
was no money. Only the rich could use the doctors and the poor had to do 
without. This was back when they all had to go on horseback and on foot. 
There was no other way to go in those days. Many people died and was buried 
without marking their graves with a stone and soon their graves were lost. 
There were no public graveyards kept up in those days. Families would bury 
their dead in their fields and in the woods, or gardens, and in process of time 
the places would be lost. Graves are being plowed over today not knowing 
where they are. My grandfather has two buried and no one knows where their 
graves are today. And, after they began to bury in the graveyards, they left 
without marking their graves. It has been so that in digging graves now that 
they dig down a while and find that they are in an old grave and back out and 
fill it up and dig in another place, and all this because the old graves were not 
kept up and marked. 

Many old graves today has got just a plain rock with no name on it, standing 
like it was when it was put there, but it shows a grave is there and no danger of 
digging down in it. But, so many did not mark at all that the graves are lost. 

People today in putting up their costly stones and monuments are being 
greatly alarmed on account of their dead because of the proposed Park to be in 
a short time and make playgrounds over our dead. Good people are threatening 
taking up their dead and taking them with them when they have to leave. In 
fact, it is a serious problem. Some talk about selling the church property to the 
Park. This looks like selling our dead which no one could do that thinks of 
their dead as they should do. Before I would sell my dead I would spend 
whatever it would cost to have them up and move them to another place of 
burying and this would be a terrible job because all the old Olivers are buried 
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here. The situation seems to be wonderfully alarming. The government 
promises to take better care of the cemeteries than we can. True enough, they 
could, but who knows what they will do. Our dead is so close to our hearts that 
we cannot and do not want to give them up. I never was in a government Park. 
I do not know the rules and regulations of Parks, but whatever their laws are it 
will be that way. 

I will now dismiss the Park for the present, by saying it reminds me of the 
poet which says: 


Money oh, money thy praises I sing, 

Thou art my Savior, my God, and my King, 

Tis for thee that I preach and for thee that I pray, 
And make a collection twice each Sabbath Day. 


I have horses, wagons, buggies and all, 

I am not going to foot it like Peter and Paul, 
Neither like John live on locus and honey, 

So out with your purses and down with your money. 


Scarce in this cold declining day, 

Can one for God be found. 

Christians have lost their zeal to pray, 
And yielded up the ground. 


Scarce can the sons of God be known, 
From Satans captive led. 

They’ve David’s sling, but not his stone, 
That slew Goliath dead. 


Lulled in Delilah’s sofa arms. 
Her courtship proves a snare. 
Deluded by her flattering charms, 
They’ve lost their Sampson’s hair. 


The foregoing concludes the excerpts from The Sketches of The Olivers 
written in 1931, 1932 and 1933 by my grandfather, William Howell Oliver. 

We have included below the final pages of this work in 1934 and 1935 
which signaled the end of this remarkable history. 


Dear reader today I have passed my 77th milestone of my life being May the 
16th, 1934. I am so feeble and blind that I cannot finish my work as I would do 
if I had my eyesight. So, unless my eyes get better so I can see to write, I bid 
you all a long farewell. 

/s/ W.H. Oliver, July 1934. 


May the 16th, 1935. I am today 78 years old and can’t hardly see or hear. | 
will soon be done writing on account of my eyesight. I will give to the reader a 
song commencing on the opposite page. 

/s/ W. H. Oliver 
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Come all around I pray draw near, 
And something glorious you shall hear, 
Inviting sinners to return, 

The Judgment Day is rolling on. 


I thank the Lord for what he’s done, 
It’s through the merits of his son, 

I feel my sins are all forgiven, 

And I’ve a resting place in heaven. 


The aged sinner won’t return, 

His heart so hard he cannot mourn, 
Tis’ harder than a flinty rock, 

It will not break though Jesus knock. 


The youthful sinner in his prime, 
While counting up the length of time, 
He often says its his intent, 

When he gets old he will repent. 


But oh the sad and awful state, 

Of those who stay and come too late, 
The foolish virgins did begin, 

To knock but could not enter in. 


When Christ the Lord shall come again, 
In burning form and shining flame, 
Saying Gabriel go proclaim the sound, 
And call the nations underground. 


My God what shrieks and screams and cries, 
While thunders rolling through the skies, 
Poor sinners sinking in despair, 

While Christians shouting through the air. 


Remember well the awful fate, 
Before time ends and then too late, 
Almighty God says in his word, 
Forgive your brother in the Lord. 


Poor parents then will tremble there, 
Who’ve raised their children without prayer, 
Me thinks I'll hear some children say, 

We never heard our parents pray. 


Oh, parents take a solemn thought, 


_ Of those dear offsprings of your heart, 


How can you bear to hear them cry, 
And charge you with their misery. 


/s/ W. H. Oliver 
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EULOGY OF A SON TO HIS FATHER 


The final tribute to William Howell Oliver (1857-1940) was paid by his 
son, John W. Oliver, who held his funeral in 1940 at the Old Primitive 
Baptist Church in Cades Cove, Tennessee. John W. Oliver’s remarks at his 
father’s funeral are included here as he requested in 1948: 


It is a very rare occasion indeed for a son to officiate at the funeral of his 
father. But such has been the case at different times and places in the history of 
man. I feel unworthy even to stand in this sacred pulpit where my father has 
stood for more than sixty years. Yea! even moreso to stand in his very tracks 
and try to speak in sweet memory of him, who has spent his long life in the 
yoke and under the cross of his Master for the uplifting of humanity and the 
glory of God. 

You, my dear people know him as a minister and a Christian gentleman, 
who has devoted much of his long life traveling over these mountains, hills and 
valleys, preaching the unsearchable riches of a full, free and complete gospel to 
both saints and sinners alike. Going among the sick, and poor, the heartbroken 
and bereft, speaking words of cheer and comfort to those in distress. 
Doubtless, it has meant much to many of you, and as the years come and go, 
will still be a lamp to your feet and a light to your pathway. You esteem and 
cherish his public life, your large and respectful attendance here today bear 
witness to these facts. But to us, as his children, grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren, it means all of this and a thousand times more. 

We remember him as a tender, loving father, laboring in workshop and in 
the field, trying by the sweat of his brow to support his family and make an 
honest living. Dealing justly and honestly with all men. As he went about these 
tasks we remember hearing him singing many, many times, the old gospel 
hymns he learned at his mother’s knee. When the day’s toil was over and the 
supper table was cleared away he would call the family all together around the 
family hearthstone. He would sing and teach us to sing with him the songs he 
loved and cherished so much, after which he would read or have mother to 
read a portion of Scripture and the whole family would kneel while he invoked 
God’s blessings upon us. 


William Howell Oliver and his wife, Elizabeth Jane Gregory, and four of 
their children are buried in the Old Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery in 
Cades Cove, Tennessee. 


ELIJAH OLIVER, 1829 — 1905 


My great-grandfather was Elijah Oliver (1829-1905). From the preceding 
writings of my grandfather, Eld. William Howell Oliver, we get a close 
intimate account of the history of Elijah and his family. 

He was born in Cades Cove, Tennessee on March 20, 1829, the third son 
and sixth child of John Oliver (1780/90-1863) and Lurena Frazier (1795- 
1888). On April 4, 1852, he married Mary Jane Lawson (1830-1898) and lived 





ELIJAH OLIVER, 1829-1905 
At about age 75 in Cades Cove, Tennessee 


Courtesy of John Nathaniel Hembree, a great-grandson 





HOME OF ELIJAH OLIVER, 1829-1905 
In Cades Cove, Tennessee 
1865/66 — 1905 
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in Tuckaleechee Cove, a short distance from Cades Cove. At the close of the 
Civil War he moved his family back to Cades Cove and lived in the log home 
pictured on these pages. Here his children were reared and he lived until his 
death on February 22, 1905. His wife, Mary Jane Lawson, died February 25, 
1898. 
Their children were: 
Martha Jane Oliver (1853-1883) married Levi Bennett Brown. 
John Oliver (1855-1894) married Elizabeth Jane Greer Chambers 
and moved to Missouri. 
William Howell Oliver (1857-1940) married Elizabeth Jane Gregory 
(1855-1925). 
Mary Lurena Oliver (1860-1929) married James P. Myers (1856-1942). 
Elizabeth Oliver (1863-1951) married Nathaniel Abbott (1862-1885). 


Unfortunately, no written record by Elijah about his Oliver ancestors has 
ever been found. In the census of 1880 he indicated that his father, John 
Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) was born in Tennessee. However, in the 1900 census 
he said his father’s place of birth was North Carolina. No doubt, the oral 
history given by my grandfather came from Elijah. My grandfather, 
William, was only five years old when his grandfather, John, died and 
possibly never saw him. Important as this oral history is, it sheds little light 
on our Oliver ancestors before John Oliver (1780/90-1863). 

That no other history has come down from Elijah Oliver seems unusual. 
He was a literate man and was Clerk of The Primitive Baptist Church of 
Cades Cove for some 38 years, maintaining an accurate and faithful account 
of the church activities. These church records which reflect much of the 
history of the people of Cades Cove, Tennessee, are in the possession of a 
descendant at this writing. My grandfather said Elijah was an informed, 
respected and active citizen. Surely, one would think that over the years (he 
was 34 when his father died) Elijah would have heard his father, John, talk 
of his grandfather and where the family came from to Tennessee. Elijah’s 
mother, Lurena, was 93 at her death in 1888 and undoubtedly knew and 
discussed this family history with her children and many of her grand- 
children. My father who worked so long on this problem, beginning in the 
1930’s, was 27 years old when Elijah died in 1905 and had every opportunity 
to discuss this history with him, but as he later said, to his everlasting regret, 
he failed to do so. In addition to my father, Elijah Oliver had 21 other 
grandchildren by his five children — none of whom knew this vital family 
history of the name of their great-grandfather, the father of John Oliver, 
(1780/90-1863). The same was true of the children and grandchildren of 
Elijah Oliver’s four sisters and two brothers. Given these facts, it is little 
short of amazing that no information on the parents of John Oliver 
(1780/ 90-1863) or of his wife, Lurena Frazier, survived. Of course, then as 
now, young people did not generally exhibit a keen interest in their ancestors. 
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The most pressing priorities in late 19th century Cades Cove, as in America 
generally, was survival, not genealogy. However, to the family researcher, 
this missing link is a family tragedy as the following chapters demonstrate. 

Elijah Oliver, and his wife, Mary Jane Lawson, are buried in the Old 
Primitive Baptist Church Cemetery in Cades Cove, Tennessee. 





HOME OF JOHN OLIVER, 1780/90-1863 
In Cades Cove, Tennessee 


First permanent white settler 


Chapter IIT 


John Oliver, 1780/ 90-1863 
Cades Cove, Tennessee 


We now come to the principal figure in this research, my great-great- 
grandfather, John Oliver (1780/90-1863). It is with this man that our 
genealogy on my Olivers of Cades Cove, Tennessee depends. As previously 
stated, by the end of the 1920’s no living person could be found by my father 
who had any information on John’s parents or where his family came from 
to Tennessee. He is the key to this mystery which for so many years has 
baffled his descendants. 


EARLY RESEARCH BY JOHN W. OLIVER, 1878-1966 


My father made an exhaustive examination of the existing evidence in 
Cades Cove beginning in 1930. He interrogated his father, the Eld. William 
Howell Oliver, at great length, as well as his Aunt Elizabeth Oliver Abbott, 
“Aunt Bet,” the only living children of his grandfather, Elijah Oliver, at that 
time. He talked to the other descendants living in Cades Cove and anyone 
else who could possibly have information on John’s ancestors. He corre- 
sponded with researchers and other Oliver families in other states and in 
Carter County, Tennessee, last known home of John before he moved to 
Cades Cove in about 1821. Interestingly, my father’s letter written in 1940 to 
the Daughters of the War of 1812 in Carter County, Tennessee, inquiring 
about his ancestors, was answered 11 years later in 1951 by a local county 
historian, Mr. Robert T. Nave, who told him that John’s father could be old 
Charles Oliver who had lived in Carter County in the early 1800’s. This could 
never be supported and will be discussed more later. In 1936, my family 
wrote to the Veterans Administration in Washington, D. C. hoping John’s 
1812 war record would contain the “missing link” information, but without 
success. So it went. No one knew the secret, and my father’s research which 
spanned some 35 years ended with his death in 1966 where it began in the 
1930’s. Of course, his work was seriously hampered by lack of records such 


43 


44 


as census reports and ready access to county records in other states. 
However, it is fair to conclude that he pretty much exhausted the remaining 
oral and written history which was still available from the Oliver descendants 
living in Cades Cove at the time his research began in 1930. As minister and 
mail carrier for some 35 years, we know he probably had the best knowledge 
of the people of Cades Cove and their history of anyone living there. 


OUR RESEARCH BEGINS — 1980 


However, I was persuaded to re-examine this history because of the vast 
amount of additional information which has become available to genealo- 
gists in recent years and especially my retirement in North Carolina, the 
mother state of the majority of families who migrated west through the 
southeastern states in the early 19th century. Also, I had promised my father 
in 1948 that I would complete his work and I am keeping that promise. The 
approach my wife, Margaret, and I adopted was to first accumulate every 
straw (and in many instances we were forced to deal with straws) of evidence 
on John, analyze it, see where it pointed as the next step and go from there. 
This meant a painstaking search for and examination of every conceivable 
bit of information on this man and his family. What follows in this chapter is 
the result of our years of work on an extremely frustrating undertaking. It 
should be remembered that our purpose was not to produce a list of John’s 
descendants and their genealogy, but rather to solve the mystery of his 
parents and their family history. The documenting of John’s descendants is 
not our object except as it contributes to this main purpose. 

Our search has included among other sources, oral family history, census 
records, land records, marriage records, court minutes, tax lists, land grants, 
wills, military records, autobiographies, cemetery records, newspaper files 
and family records. 


EXISTING RECORDS IN 1966 


First, as a starting point, the following is a summary of the family history 
and traditions on John Oliver (1780/90-1863) at the time of my father’s 
death in 1966: 


I. My grandfather, Elder William H. Oliver, wrote that John was born and 
reared in Carter County, Tennessee about 1790. 

2. John served in the War of 1812 under General Jackson and was in the 
Battle of Horseshoe Bend. (See correspondence on John’s 1812 military 
records quoted below.) 

3. On April 28, 1814, according to pension claim filed by his wife in the 
1870’s, John married Lurena Frazier in Carter County, Tennessee. Lurena 
said she was a “bound” girl. 

4. John’s occupation in Carter County, Tennessee, was a collier and farming. 





WILLIAM (BILL) OLIVER, 1837-1901 
and wife, MARTHA E. HARVESTON, 1846-1919 
Youngest son of JOHN OLIVER, 1780/90-1863 


Courtesy of Mrs. Maylee Oliver Monteith 
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Joshua Jobe, an acquaintance in Carter County, Tennessee, who owned 
land in Cades Cove, Tennessee, persuaded John and his wife, Lurany, to 
come with him to Cades Cove about the year 1818. Their second child, 
Martha, was born in Cades Cove in 1819. 


. John and Lurany Oliver had seven children to be grown and married; viz: 


Mary Oliver (July 18, 1817—May 31, 1892) 
married Frederick Shields (1813-1885). 
Martha Oliver (July 28, 1819—October 18, 1864) 
married Henry H. Shields (1817-1891). 
Elizabeth Oliver (January 15, 1822—October 2, 1912) 
married John Anthony, Jr. (1831-1916). 
Lazarus Ofiver (1827-1902) 
married (1) Mary McDaniel (18__-1871); 
married (2) Martha Brickey (1838-1887). 
Elijah Oliver (March 20, 1829—February 22, 1905) 
married Mary Jane Lawson (April 19, 1830—February 25, 1898). 
Rutha Oliver (June 16, 1833—September 24, 1891) 
married (1) Walter Gregory (1828-1862); 
married (2) Nathan Burchfield (1832-___). 
William Oliver (September 6, 1837—August 2, 1901) 
married Martha E. Harveston (1846-1919). 


. My grandfather’s Sketches of The Olivers, in Chapter II, stated that “one 


little boy died when he was small.” He said that Elijah Oliver seemed to be 
the sixth child, indicating that this boy was the first born son. He also 
wrote that “seven of grandfather’s (John Oliver) children lived to raise 
families .. . . It appears that two of his children died in infancy.” My father, 
John W. Oliver, wrote (Chapter I) that there was a son, George (1822-1827) 
“who died in infancy and the exact date of his birth is unknown.” This child 
would appear to be the first born son. 


. Elder William H. Oliver, my grandfather, wrote that John Oliver (1780/90- 


1863) had one brother, James Oliver, who was in the first religious organ- 
ization in Cades Cove with him, probably 1827. Besides this he said he 
didn’t know anything of John’s brothers or sisters. (Sketches of The 
Olivers, Chapter II). My father, John W. Oliver, said “my great-grand- 
father (John) had a brother James who followed him to Cades Cove and 
later moved on to Georgia.” 


. Lurena Frazier Oliver’s headstone reads, “Lurena Oliver died November 


24, 1888, age 93 years.” This would make her date of birth about 1795. 
John Oliver died February 15, 1863 in Cades Cove, Tennessee according to 
his military records. My grandfather wrote that he died in 1864. 

My father said that Lurany Frazier Oliver told of seeing John’s parents; 
that his father was a small man and very old. He wrote that John’s parents 
lived in Carter County, Tennessee. 

Lurany Frazier Oliver also reportedly said that when John returned from 
the War of 1812 he was so thin she did not recognize him. 

My father said that John told his children that he came from the “Jerseys,” 
or as pronounced by him the “Jarseys.” 
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14, John also said, according to my father, that he had a brother who deserted 
during the War of 1812. My father told me in the late 50’s that he thought 
the brother’s name was Charles. (More will be said on this point later.) 

15. The following letter was written by my brother on behalf of my father, 
dated January 8, 1937, to Brigadier General Frank T. Hines, Veterans’ 
Administration in Washington, DC: 


My dear General Hines: 

This letter is written to ascertain whether the records of the former 
Bureau of Pensions contain information desired by the writer in 
connection with a genealogical study of our family line now being 
made. 

My great-great-grandfather, John Oliver, served in the War of 
1812 as a private in Captain Adam Winsell’s Company, Colonel 
Ewen Allison’s Regiment, East Tennessee Militia, from January 5, 
1814, to May 26, 1814. I have before me a letter written from the 
Adjutant Generai’s Office stating that the military records of John 
Oliver contain no information concerning name or address of his 
father. 

John Oliver’s widow, Lourena or Loucreta Oliver, drew a pension 
for his service in the War of 1812. I am wondering, therefore, whether 
the records of the Bureau of Pensions contain some information 
regarding this man’s immediate family. It would seem that his 
enlistment papers or other military records or the records of the 
pension paid to his widow would show something or would carry 
some information regarding his family. I am particularly interested 
in learning his father’s name and place of residence at the time of said 
John Oliver’s enlistment inasmuch as I have so far been unable to 
trace my paternal ancestors beyond this man. 

Assuring you of my sincere appreciation of any assistance your 
office may be able to render in this matter, I am 


Very truly yours, 

/s/ W. Wayne Oliver 
W. Wayne Oliver, Ist Lt. 
323 Inf. Res. 


The Executive Assistant to the Administrator, Mr. A. D. Hiller replied 
on January 16, 1937 as follows: 


Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to your letter in which you request the War of 
1812 record of your ancestor, John Oliver, who served as a private in 
Captain Adam Winsell’s Company, Tennessee Militia. 

The data which follow are obtained from the papers on file in 
claim, W.C.6844, based upon the military service in the War of 1812 
of John Oliver. 

The date and place of birth and the names of the parents of John 
Oliver are not shown. 
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John Oliver enlisted in Knoxville, Tennessee, January 5, 1814 and 
served until May 26, 1814, as a private in Captain Adam Winsell’s 
Company, Tennessee Militia. It was stated that he was in the battle 
of Horse Shoe Bend. 

April 10, 1851, John Oliver, then aged sixty years and a resident of 
Blount County, Tennessee, applied for the bounty land which was 
due on account of his service in the War of 1812. He was granted 
eighty acres of bounty land on Warrant No. 31577, under the Act of 
September 28, 1850. June 4, 1857, this soldier applied for the addi- 
tional bounty land which was due on account of his service in the 
War of 1812. He was then residing at Cades Cove, Blount County, 
Tennessee, and gave his age as about seventy years. He was granted 
eighty acres of land on Warrant No. 46352, under the act of March 3, 
1855. 

In order to obtain information in regard to the location of the land 
cited above, you should address The Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, Interior Department, this city, and furnish that official 
with the numbers of the warrants, the acreage and the acts under 
which said warrants were issued. 

John Oliver died February 15, 1863, at Cade’s Cove, Blount 
County, Tennessee. 

The soldier married April 28, 1814 in Carter County, Tennessee, 
Lurena Frazier. The date and place of her birth and the names of her 
parents are not shown. 

Soldier’s widow, Lurena, was allowed pension on her application 
executed September 23, 1873, while residing at Cade’s Cove, Blount 
County, Tennessee. 

No reference was made to children. 

In 1855, one William Oliver resided in Blount County, Tennessee; 
in 1873, one John Oliver was aged sixty-six years and resided in 
Carter County, Tennessee; and in 1876, one Elijah Oliver was aged 
fifty years and resided at Cade’s Cove, Tennessee. No relationship of 
any of these persons with surname Oliver to the soldier and his wife 
was shown. 

In order to obtain the date of last payment of pension, the name 
and address of person paid and possibly the date of death of the War 
of 1812 pensioner, Lurena Oliver, widow of John Oliver, you should 
address The Comptroller General, General Accounting Office, 
Records Division, this city, and cite the following data: 

Lurena Oliver, widow of John Oliver, Widow Certificate No. 
6844, issued December 16, 1876, rate $8 per month, commenced 
February 14, 1871, Act of February 14, 1871, Tennessee Agency. 


Very truly yours, 

/s/ A. D. Hiller 

A. D. Hiller 
Executive Assistant 
to the Administrator. 
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These, then, are the family traditions and history of John Oliver (1780/90- 
1863) which my father had accumulated and the basic information on which 
we began our research in 1980. 


RESEARCH IN BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE 


FEDERAL CENSUS RECORDS, CADES COVE, 1830-1910 


At the outset we concluded that the first place to start was the Federal 
Census. Of all the sources for genealogical research, the Federal Census is 
one of the most important and useful. Taken every ten years since 1790, the 
census records are a vast reservoir of information without which early 
genealogical research for most families would be extremely difficult or 
impossible. However, we must keep in mind that the accuracy of the census 
information depended to a considerable degree on the ability and motivation 
of the individual enumerators and the responsiveness of the people inter- 
viewed; a difficult task at best especially in early frontier circumstances. 
Also, early indexes made from these records suffer from numerous errors, 
many of which result from the poor handwriting of the enumerators. Still, 
these records are the best information available and used with caution in 
conjunction with other records are absolutely vital to this research. In order 
to provide a wide research base to help locate our Oliver ancestors we have 
extracted from microfilm of census records for the period 1790-1850 all 
Olivers from Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Texas and 
Arkansas. (See Appendix.) This is tedious and difficult work involving many 
hundreds of hours reading and transcribing old, faded and often almost 
illegible handwriting where error is inevitable. These records are reproduced 
as found including obvious errors, misspelled names, etc. However, only 
with this broad base of census information were we able to arrive at our 
findings and conclusions with reasonable confidence. 

Unfortunately, the 1790, 1800 and 1810 census for Tennessee, excepting 
Rutherford County in 1810, are lost and only 26 counties are available for 
1820, none of which includes the key counties of Blount and Carter where 
John Oliver lived. This is a most grievous loss for our Oliver research since 
this is the critical period of 1790-1820 when John’s father could possibly be 
identified. The first surviving state-wide Tennessee census is for 1830. To 
focus our research on John Oliver and his children from 1830 through 1910 
we list below the Tennessee Census records for Cades Cove, Blount County, 
Tennessee as follows: 
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1830 Blount Co., Cades Cove, TN. Census 
p. 307: John Oliver 
Males — 2: Under 5; 1: 40-50 
Females — 1: 5-10; 2: 10-15; : 30-40 


1840 Blount Co., Cades Cove, TN. Census 
p. 122: John Oliver 
Males — I: Under 5; 1: 5-10; 
2: 10-15; 1: 50-60 
Females — 1: 5-10; 1: 15-20; 
1: 20-30; 1: 40-50 
p. 123: Fredrick Shields 
Males — 1: Under 5; 1: 20-30 
Females — 1: 20-30 (Mary, dau of John Oliver) 


1850 Blount Co., Cades Cove, TN. Census (16th Civil Dist.) 


p. 124 John Oliver 40? Farmer — Birth, NC 
1808/1808 David Oliver 55 Farmer NC 
Elizabeth Olliver 28 NC 
Lazarus Olliver 24 Farmer NC 
Elijah Olliver 22 Farmer NC 
Ruthy Olliver 18 NC 
Wili Olliver 14 NC 
p. 127 Frederick Shields 36 T™ 
1867/1867 Mary 33 (dau of John Oliver) ™ 
Martha 8 TN 
Matilda 7 ™ 
Jonathan 5 ™ 
Zachariah 3 ™N 
Elizabeth 3 ™N 
Elijah 2 T™ 
Lazarus 1 mo. T™N 
Ephriam 1 mo. TN 
Mary 1 mo. ™N 
p. 123 Henry H. Shields 40 ™N 
1805/1805 Martha 35 (dau of John Oliver) ™ 
Mary 8 ™N 
Carter 6 T™N 
David 4 ™ 
Ruthy E. 2 T™N 
1860 Blount Co., Cades Cove, TN. Census (16th Civil Dist.) 
p. 136 John Oliver 80 Farmer — Birth, NC 
987/987 Lurany 62 ™N 
William 22 T™ 


Sarah Truman 31 


p. 136 
988/988 


p. 136 
989/989 


p. 136 
990/990 


p. 136 
991/991 


p. 138 
1015/1015 


Lazrus Oliver 


Mary 
Martha Davis 


William Thomas 
Caroline McDaniel 


Walter Gregory 
Rutha 

James 

Mary 

Lurany 


Henry Shields 
Martha 

Mary 

George 

David 

Ruth 

Wit 

Jesse 

Rebecca 
Martha 


Fredrick Shields 
Mary 

Martha 

Matilda 
Johnathan 
Elizabeth 
Zachariah 

Elija 

Mary 

Lazrus 

Ruth 

David 
Margarett 
William 

John Anthony Jr. 
Elizabeth 
William 

John 

Elijah 

Martha 


33 


> 
3 
1 


Tenant (son of 
John Oliver) 


] Family 
] Relationship 
] Unknown 


Help 

Tenant — Birth, 
(dau of John Oliver) 
Farmer 

(dau of John Oliver) 
Farmer 


(dau of John Oliver) 


Tenant 
(dau of John Oliver) 


1860 Blount Co., Tuckaleechee, TN. Census (15th Civil Dist.) 


p. 134 
971/971 


Elijah Oliver 


30 


(son of Birth, 


John Oliver) 


51 


T™ 


TN 
TN 


™N 
T™N 


TN 
™N 
™N 
T™N 
T™N 


TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 


TN 
TN 
T™N 
TN 
T™N 
TN 
TN 


T™N 
T™N 
™N 
™N 
™N 
TN 


TN 
™N 
TN 
T™N 
™N 
™N 


™N 


52 


Mary 
Martha 
John 
William 
Mary 


30 

9 

7 

4 
5/12 


1870 Blount Co., Cades Cove, TN. Census (16th Civil Dist.) 


p. 251 
16/17 


p. 251 
17/18 


p. 251 
18/19 


p. 251 
19/20 


p. 252 
28/30 


p. 252 
34/36 


William Oliver 


Martha 

Elijah 

John 

George 

Jasper 

Lurany (Mother) 


Lazarus Oliver 


Mary 

William Davis 
Sarah Davis 
Mary Davis 


Ruth Gregory 


James 
Mary A. 
Loraney A. 
William A. 


John Antney 
Elizabeth 


John 
Lazarus 


William H. Shields 
(Henry H.) 
Andrew W. 
Jesse 

Rebecca 
Martha J. 
Frederic Shields 
Mary 

Martha 
Matilda 
Zachariah 
Elijah R. 
Lazarus W. 
Sousan A. 


28 Farmer (son of 
John Oliver) 
28 Keeping house 
4 
3 
2 
5/12 
72 Retired housekeeper 


40 Farm labor (son of 
John Oliver) 

41 Keeping house 

18 Farm labor 

20 Without occupation 

9/12 


37 Keeping house 
(dau of John Oliver) 
14 Farm labor 
12 Attending school 
10 Attending school 
9 


40 Farmer 
46 Keeping house 
(dau of John Oliver) 
16 Farm labor 
8 Attending school 


52 (son-in-law of 
John Oliver) 

20 

17 

14 

12 

57 Farmer 

54 Keeping house (dau of 

29 John Oliver) 

28 

23 

21 

18 

18 


T™N 
IN 
™N 
TN 
T™N 


T™N 


TN 
TN 
IN 
™N 
™N 
™N 


TN 


TN 
T™N 
TN 
TN 


TN 


TN 
T™N 
TN 
TN 


TN 
TN 


TN 
TN 


™N 


TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
™N 
T™N 
ITN 
TN 
TN 
T™N 
™N 
™N 


p. 253 
46/53 


Ruth 
David 
Sarah M. 
William 
Andrew 


Elijah Oliver 


Mary 
John 


Martha J. 
William H. 


Mary L. 
Elizabeth 


1880 Blount Co., Cades Cove, TN. Census (16th Civil Dist.) 


p. 231 
104/105 


p. 232 
125/128 


p. 232 
126/129 


p. 232 
127/130 


Elija Oliver 


Mary 


Elizabeth 

Lurany (Mother) 
George (Nephew) 
James K. Anthony 


Lazarus Oliver 


Martha 
Nancy L. 
Mary E. 
Rutha E. 
Martha J. 
John B. 


William Oliver 


Martha E. 
Eliga (Elijah) 
John 
Jasper 
William 
Luraney 
Ruthey 
Addaline 
Leander 
William W. 
(James R.) 


John Anthney 
Elizabeth 


53 


17 TN 
15 T™N 
13 TN 
10 T™N 
7 TN 
40 Farmer Birth, ™ 
(son of John Oliver) 
39 Keeping house ™N 
19 Farm labor TN 
16 Without occupation T™N 
12 Attending school ™N 
9 Attending school ™N 
6 Attending school T™N 
Birth/Father/Mother 
51 Farmer TN TN ™N 
(son of John Oliver) 
50 Keeping house TN TN T™N 
17 Housekeeping TN TN TN 
83 At home TN ENG. ENG. 
It At home TN TN TN 
22 Farm labor IN TN T™N 
53 Farmer TN TN T™ 
(son of John Oliver) 
43 Keeping house TIN TN TN 
5 TN TN TN 
4 TN TN TN 
3 TN TN T™N 
2 TN TN TN 
2/12 TN IN TN 
45 Farmer TN TN TN 
(son of John Oliver) 
37 Keeping house NC NC NC 
14 Farm labor TN TN NC 
13, At home TIN TN NC 
10 At home T™N TN NC 
8 TN TN NC 
7 ™ IN NC 
5 ™N TN NC 
3 TN TN NC 
2 TN TN NC 
7/12 ™ TN NC 
50 Farmer SC. “SG Sc 
58 Keeping house TN SC T™N 


(dau of John Oliver) 
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p. 232 
130/133 


p. 234 
163/166 


John T. 
Lazarus 


Nathan Burchfield 
Rutha 


William A.J. Gregory 


Fredrick Shields 
Mary 


Martha L. 

Mary L. 
Margaret S. 
Zachariah 
Lazarath G. S. 
William H. 
Andrew J. 
Matilda Gregory 
Josiah Gregory 


25 
7 


48 
48 


19 


65 
63 


39 
29 
21 
35 
29 
20 
17 
38 

9 


Farmer 

Keeping house 

(dau of John Oliver) 
Farm labor 


Work in mill 
Keeping house 
(dau of John Oliver) 
House keeping 
At home 

At home 
Farmer 
Farmer 

At home 

At home 

At home 

At home 


1900 Blount Co., Cades Cove, TN. Census (16th Civil Dist.) 


p. 256 
102/102 


p. 251 
13/13 


p. 251 
4/4 


pu27 
109/109 


Elijah Oliver 
Elizabeth Abbott 
Mary Jane Abbott 
Tom Brown 

Jesse Millsap 


Lazarus Oliver 
John B. 


William M. Oliver 
Martha E. 
Leander 

James R. 

Ephram G. 
Zachariah 
Martha J. 

Sarah E. 


John Anthony 
Elizabeth 
Bob 


71 
36 
14 
17 
42 


73 
20 


62 
57 
21 
20 
18 
16 
15 
11 


68 
76 
13 


(son of John Oliver) 
(dau) 

(grand/dau) 
(grand/son) 


(son of John Oliver) 


(son of John Oliver) 


(dau of John Oliver) 
(grand/son) 


1910 Blount Co., Cades Cove, TN. Census (16th Civil Dist.) 


p. 214 
4/4 


p. 214 
16/16 


John Anthony 
Bettie (Elizabeth) 


Martha Oliver 


Lee 
Sarah 


78 
86 


55 


32 
20 


(dau of John Oliver) 


(widow of Wm. 
son of John Oliver) 
(son) 

(dau) 


Birth/Father/ Mother 
TN SC ™ 
TN SC ™ 
NC NC NC 
T™T[ sc ™ 
TT NC ™ 
T™ SC ™ 
T™T NC ™ 
™N TN TN 
™ IN T™N 
IN TN ™N 
TN TN ™ 
TN TN ™ 
TN TN TN 
TN TN ™ 
T™ TN ™ 
T™N TN T™N 
TN NC ™N 
TN TN ™N 
™ IN ™N 
™ IN T™N 
™ IN ™ 
™N SC ™ 
T™T IN T™N 
TN NC ™N 
NC NC NC 
TN TN NC 
TN TN NC 
T™N IN NC 
TN IN NC 
TN TN NC 
TN IN NC 
sc SC sc 
™N IN T™N 
TN TN ™ 
TN TN ™N 
T™N TN ™N 
NC NC NC 
™N TN NC 
™ IN NC 
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PLACE OF BIRTH OF JOHN OLIVER, 1780/ 90-1863 


From the above census records we can summarize the following significant 
information: John Oliver gave North Carolina as his place of birth in 1850 
and 1860. This place of birth information was first required on the census 
form in 1850, as was the listing of each individual name in the household. In 
1880 the birthplace of each listed person’s parents was added to the census. 
So, in the 1880 census, we have a record of where John’s children, living at 
that time, thought their father and mother were born. This information was 
repeated in the 1900 and 1910 census, the last year any of John Oliver’s 
children are listed and is summarized below: 


PLACE OF BIRTH of JOHN and LURANY FRAZIER OLIVER 
As Reported on U. S. Census Reports By Their Children 


1880 CENSUS 1900 CENSUS 1910 CENSUS 
CHILDREN MOTHER / FATHER | MOTHER / FATHER | MOTHER/ FATHER 


Mary (Deceased 1892) 
Martha ae oe 
(Deceased 1912) 


Elizabeth TN sc TN TN NTN 


Lazarus T™ T™ ™ sc (Deceased 1902) 
Elijah T™N TN TN NC (Deceased 1905) 
Rutha T™N SC (Deceased 1891) 

William ™ ™ ™ NC (Deceased 1901) 





From this it is obvious that there was wide disagreement of John Oliver’s 
place of birth among his children. This would seem also to indicate that they 
were not well informed on his past history in general which may help explain 
our “missing link” problem. It is interesting that his oldest daughter, Mary, 
gave North Carolina along with her father as his place of birth. Being the 
oldest child born in 1817 in Carter County, Tennessee, it could be argued 
that her knowledge and memory of her father’s place of birth was more 
reliable. Also, Elijah changed his answer from Tennessee to North Carolina 
between the 1880 and 1900 census. It seems strange that South Carolina is 
given by three children, a fact that we will come back to later. Notwith- 
standing this disparity between his children, the weight of the evidence here 
clearly favors North Carolina and we conclude that he was in fact born in 
North Carolina. Certainly, John Oliver was in the best position to know 
where he was born. The one census report in 1850 giving North Carolina as 
his place of birth could be in error. However, he reconfirmed this important 
and indeed vital piece of information again in the 1860 census, again stating 
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that he was born in North Carolina. It is also significant that in the 1860 
census the place of birth of his wife, Lurany, which immediately follows him 
on the form, is listed as Tennessee indicating the enumerator had asked the 
specific question of “where were you born?” from both husband and wife. 
Lurany’s place of birth is consistently given as Tennessee in all these census 
records and this is accepted as conclusive proof by us. 


BIRTH DATES OF JOHN AND LURANY FRAZIER OLIVER 


Next, some strong inferences can be drawn as to the dates of birth of John 
and Lurany from these records and are summarized as follows: 


DATES OF BIRTH of JOHN and LURANY FRAZIER OLIVER 
From U. S. Census Reports 


1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1880 
Census Census Census Census Census Census 
John 1780-90 1780-90 (Unclear) 1780 Deceased 
Lurany 1790-1800 1790-1800 (Not listed) 1798 1798 1797 


In addition to the above census records, John’s War of 1812 military 
records show that in applying for land for his military service in 1851 he gave 
his age as 60 and in 1857 as about 70. Since both John and Lurany were 
illiterate, it is understandable that memory of birth dates could become dim 
in Jater life. As for John, we believe the best information is probably the 1830 
and 1840 census both of which give 1780-90 as the spread of years of his 
birth. Obviously, the 1850 census giving his age as 40 (unclear on census) is 
in error as is the disparity between the age of 60 he gave in 1851 and “about 
70” in 1857. He gave 80 as his age in the 1860 census which provides us yet a 
different year for his birth although still falling between the 1780-90 figures 
listed on the 1830 and 1840 census reports. In fact, excepting the 1850 census 
which is an obvious error, four of the five ages given by John place his age 
between 1780-90. Taken in total, we believe he was born between 1780 and 
1790, likely about 1787/90 as the age 70 given in 1857 suggests. This is, of 
course, an approximation, and we must leave this point in some doubt. My 
father thought John was probably born in about 1793, a date which he 
apparently took from the information in John’s 1812 War Records, espe- 
cially the age given by John of about 60 in 1851. Also, I recall his discussion 
that he thought John was a young man when he went into the War of 1812 in 
1814 and when he married. Assuming he was 21 years old in 1814, he would 
have been born about 1793. My grandfather gave John’s birth date as “about 
1790” which was an estimate based on the information he had in the early 
1930’s when he began writing his Sketches of The Olivers. Neither my father 
or grandfather had access to the above census records which we believe 
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permits a more precise estimate on this point. Lurany’s age based on these 
census records is more consistent indicating she was probably born in 1797- 
98. Her age on her tombstone of 93 years in 1888 places her year of birth as 
1795. We note that Lurany is missing from the 1850 census. Given the 
problem confronting early census enumerators, it is not surprising that many 
persons temporarily absent were not reported. Lurany’s daughter, Mary, 
wife of Fredrick Shields, had given birth to triplets one month prior to this 
census in 1850. Together with seven other children (including twins in 1846), 
all under ten years of age, Mary was, no doubt, in need of assistance. This 
probably explains Lurany’s absence. The David Oliver, age 55, who is listed 
in John’s household in 1850 is a mystery. No person by that name in all our 
research has been identified prior to or after 1850 as this David Oliver. 


BIRTH DATES OF CHILDREN 


Another source of valuable information from these census records is the 
year of birth of John’s children which can be derived by subtracting the ages 
on the census forms from the census year giving the results summarized in 
the following table: 


YEARS OF BIRTH OF CHILDREN OF JOHN OLIVER AND 
LURANY FRAZIER OLIVER BY CENSUS YEARS 1830-1910 


P1830] 140] 1850 | 1860 | 1870 | 1880 | 1900 | 1910 | 
Mary (1817-1892)** 1810-20 181611817 

Martha (1819-1864)** 1810-20 

Elizabeth (1822-1912)** 1820-25 1824 | 1822 | 1824 | 1824 
George (1822-1826)* 


Lazarus (1827-1902)** 1825-30 1830 | 1827 
Elijah (1829-1905)** 1825-30 1829 | 1829 
Rutha (1833-189 1)** 1830-35 1833 | 1832 
Son 1830-35 

William (1837-1901)** 1835-40 1838 | 1835 





* Oral history by John W. Oliver (1878-1966) 
** Dates given by Elder William H. Oliver (1857-1940) 


The dates given by my grandfather, Elder William H. Oliver (Chapter II), 
for John’s children are listed in parenthesis after each name in the above 
chart. These dates correspond generally with the years of birth determined 
from the ages listed on the census records, 1830-1910. What is of great 
significance is the appearance of a son George who I find mentioned in my 
father’s diary of May 10, 1951 as follows: 
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Visited the graves of the Robert Burchfield and John Davis Cemeteries (in 
Cades Cove, Tennessee) among them a great-uncle, George Oliver, about a two 
year old boy of great-grandfather and mother, John and Lurana. This boy 
lived and died in the years from 1822 to 1826. 


From this it appears that this heretofore unknown son, George, is the first 
born son of John and Lurany Oliver of which we will discuss more later. My 
father mentions this son, George, in his January 9, 1952 correspondence 
(Chapter I). This record of a son George is supported by my grandfather’s 
statement that Elijah “appears to be the sixth child.” Also, his statement that 
“it appears that two of his (John Oliver’s) children died in infancy” is further 
support of this child. The census of 1840 listing a male born between 1830-35 
who is not identified in later census or family records and who apparently 
died between 1840-50, would account for the second of the two sons of John 
and Lurany Oliver that my grandfather said died in infancy. 

We conclude that John and Lurany Oliver raised the seven children above 
identified and listed by my father and grandfather, and that their ages are 
probably as he gave them which are generally confirmed by the 1830-1910 
census records; and that there was probably a first born son named George 
born between 1822-26 and a later son mentioned by my grandfather, born 
according to the 1840 census between 1830-35 who most likely died between 
1840-1850. 


THE NAMESAKE CONNECTION 


There is one other bit of information that can be taken from these census 
records, 1830-1910, of John and Lurany Oliver’s children and grandchildren. 
From their first names we can speculate as to the name of John’s father and 
mother based on first name association between generations. This is the 
well-known practice by parents of naming their children for their parents 
and grandparents, especially of the male line. There are, of course, serious 
limitations to use of this information because of the obvious variations in use 
of names. However, if a general pattern can be established, it is helpful if 
carefully considered with all other available records. In our case, where we 
are dealing with straws, no source of information, however small, can be 
overlooked. Accordingly, we have repeated below all first names of John 
and Lurany Oliver’s children and grandchildren listed on the census 1850- 
1900 on the following chart: 


MARY OLIVER 
SHIELDS 


John (from other 
references) 

Martha 

Matilda 

Jonathan 

Zachariah 

Elizabeth 

Elijah 

Lazarus George 

Ephriam 

Mary 

Ruth 

David 

Margaret 

William 

Andrew 


GEORGE OLIVER 


(Died in infancy, 
1822-1826) 


RUTHA OLIVER 
GREGORY 

James 

Mary A. 


Lurany A. 
William 


MARTHA OLIVER 
SHIELDS 


Jonathan (from other 
references) 

Mary 

George W. 

David 

Ruthy 

Wit (Andrew) 

Jesse 

Rebecca 

Martha 


LAZARUS OLIVER 
Nancy 

Mary 

Rutha 

Martha 

John B. 


INFANT SON, 
Name Unknown 


(1830-35) 
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ELIZABETH OLIVER 
ANTHONY 


William 


John 

Elijah Oliver 
Martha 
Lazarus 


ELIJAH OLIVER 


John 
Martha J. 
William H. 
Mary L. 
Elizabeth 


WILLIAM OLIVER 


Elijah Leander 
John James R. 
George Ephriam 
Jasper Zachariah 
William Martha J. 
Luraney Sarah E. 
Ruthey 

Adaline 


From this list of first names, the most important is John and Lurany’s first 
daughter, Mary, and first son, George. George is not the most common 
name found in the many Oliver families we have researched and is 
considered highly significant here. Of John’s other sons, Lazarus and Elijah, 
we can also say the names are significant and were considered important as 
possible clues at this stage of our research. Turning to the grandchildren we 


find the following: 
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Five male grandchildren named William 
Five male grandchildren named John 

Two male grandchildren named George 
Three male grandchildren named James 
Two male grandchildren named Elijah 
Two male grandchildren named Lazarus 
Two male grandchildren named Zachariah 


Six female grandchildren named Martha ~ 

Five female grandchildren named Mary 

Four female grandchildren named Rutha or Ruth 
Two female grandchildren named Elizabeth 

Two female grandchildren named Lurany 

One female grandchild named Sarah 


We certainly hesitated to draw any firm conclusion from this information 
on the grandchildren since we would have to assume John’s children knew 
the names of his parents. Also, the role of the names of the other grand- 
parents of these children of John and Lurany is unknown and cannot be 
determined. Further, the names found here are mostly very common names 
in wide use then and now. However, if we speculate here at all, we would say 
that it is likely one of John’s male ancestors was named George with the 
names of John, William, Elijah and James also very possible candidates. As 
our research progressed, we were also alerted to look for the names of Mary 
or Martha for the name of John’s mother. This name analysis is continued in 
Chapter VII. 


MILITARY RECORDS — WAR OF 1812 


The next major and extremely important source of information on John 
and Lurany Oliver was his War of 1812 military records found in the 
National Archives in Washington, D.C. A brief summary of the information 
contained in these records is included in the letter quoted earlier in this 
chapter, dated January 16, 1937, from Mr. A. D. Hiller, an official of the 
government in Washington, D.C. However, every scrap of paper on John 
Oliver from his own hand or on Lurany’s behalf from the 1800’s is so 
important we have included a summary in Appendix A to this chapter of 
each paper found on his military service. Of course, these papers do not, as 
the Washington, D.C. 1937 letter advises, solve the mystery of John’s or 
Lurany’s parents; but each word deserved the closest scrutiny for any clue or 
inference, however small, they might contain. 

First, John’s service in the War of 1812 is well established in these records. 
Also, these records tend to confirm his residence before the war in Carter 
County, Tennessee as alleged in our own Oliver family history. Further, 


61 


John’s Power of Attorney, dated 11 August 1814, filed with his military 
records, assigning his military pay for his war service which was executed in 
Washington County, Tennessee identifies John as “of Carter County.” 

Turning to John’s entitlement to land for his 1812 War service, we find 
correspondence in his military records relating to application for land 
warrants in 1851 and 1857. There is little here to help us in our research for 
John’s ancestors. The correspondence does show John was illiterate. Also, 
by the time he applied for these land warrants he could no longer remember 
the exact pronunciation of the name of his War of 1812 Company 
Commander. Perhaps his poor memory says something about the conflicting 
ages he gave for himself at that time and in the 1860 census. Lurany’s 
application in the 1870’s for widow’s pension suffered from this same 
confusion and caused delay and costs of resubmission and verifying infor- 
mation. The government finally confirmed the names of John’s Company 
Commander and dates of service and her pension was approved. One 
government requirement was that Lurany verify her marriage to John which 
is the subject of the following letter from the Elizabethton, Carter County 
Court Clerk to the Blount County Attorney handling Lurany’s pension 
application: 


Messers McGinley & Hood 





I recd yours of the requesting me to send you the marriage certifi- 
cate of John Olliver to Lurana Frazier. I have made strict search for them and I 
cannot find the license. There was no record kept in the office at that day. 
Since I have been searching for the license one Joseph Taylor, an old man 
came into the office. I ask him if he ever knew anything about Oller. He said 
did, that he knew him well and that he once went with Oller when went a 
courting this Lady that he afterwards married and that when Oller married he 
lived in the settlement sometime before he moved off from the county. 

I have made this inquiry and if Taylors evidence will be worth anything in 
processing a pension in the case send me such form as may think proper I will 
attend it immediately and you can pay me whatever you see proper. 


Yours respectfully, 
/s/ James L. Bradley, Clerk 


Our search in 1982 located the marriage license bond for John and Lurany 
in old court records at Elizabethton, Carter County, Tennessee. 

Perhaps one of the most significant papers in John’s military records is the 
following affidavit dated 1873, by one John Oliver, age 66, and Joseph 
Taylor, age 73, both of Carter County, Tennessee: 


State of Tennessee) On this the Ist day of September, 1873, person- 
) ally came before me a Clerk of Record in and 
Carter County ) for the County and State aforesaid John Oliver 
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aged 66 years and Joseph Taylor aged 75 years, both residents of Carter 
County, Tennessee with whom I am personally and well acquainted, and who I 
certify to be respectable and entitled to full faith and credit, and being by me 
duly sworn say that they were personally well acquainted with John Olliver 
dec’d, who was a Private of Captain Bartley Boyd’s Company of Tennessee 
Militia, War of 1812. That they know of their own personal knowledge that 
John Olliver aforesaid was on the __ day of April 1814 married to Laruna 
Frazier in Carter County Tenn. Altho they were not present at the time of the 
marriage but lived within a short distance of where they were married. They 
both know that from the date aforesaid the said John Olliver lived with and 
recognized, called and treated the said Laruna as his wife. 
Affiants state that they have no interest in this claim or its prosecution. 





Two witnesses /s/ John Oliver (his mark) 
/s/ Henry L ) 
/s/ Richard Greer) /s/ Joseph Taylor 


This document tells us that in 1873 there was living in Carter County, 
Tennessee a John Oliver born about 1807 who professed personal knowledge 
of John Oliver of Cades Cove, Tennessee and of his marriage to Lurany 
Frazier in 1814. Also, that our John Oliver of Cades Cove, Tennessee was at 
that time in 1814 living in Carter County, Tennessee. By inference, we can 
say that Mr. Hood, the Blount County attorney representing Lurany in her 
application for a pension was advised by Lurany to seek out John Oliver of 
Carter County, Tennessee for this affidavit because he was known by her to 
have personal knowledge of their marriage and indeed was living in close 
proximity to them in 1814. Another interpretation, perhaps more plausible, 
would be that the attorney, Mr. Hood of Maryville, Tennessee, accepted the 
offer of the Carter County Court Clerk, Mr. Bradley, to obtain the affidavit 
of “one Joseph Taylor” attesting to the marriage of John and Lurany Oliver 
in 1814. It would seem to follow that Taylor then contacted John Oliver, age 
66, of Carter County to join him on the affidavit. (The 1830 Carter County 
census lists Joseph Taylor and a John Oliver a few houses apart.) This Carter 
County John Oliver was only seven years old in 1814 and one must assume 
his knowledge and memory of John and Lurany was reinforced by some 
Oliver family connection. Otherwise, it would be unreasonable to suppose he 
would have recalled a marriage of persons unrelated to him when he was 
seven years old some 59 years later, or that Lurany, widow of John Oliver, 
living some 100 miles south in Cades Cove, Tennessee, would have remem- 
bered a small boy who had not attended the wedding and sought him out 
after 59 years to verify her marriage to John Oliver. This must mean that this 
66 year old John Oliver, living in Carter County in 1873, was a relative of 
John Oliver (1780/90-1863) of Cades Cove, Tennessee. (See Chapter X) 

However, we should also acknowledge the disposition of neighbors and 
relatives to help each other and of small government officials to pick up a 
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few extra dollars. In the 1870’s, many surviving widows of the War of 1812 
veterans were attempting to establish entitlement to pensions and the 
practice and importance of obtaining supporting affidavits was well known 
as was perhaps the occasional fraudulent claim. This seems to be borne out 
by the very strict review procedure of applications by the government at that 
time. We do not suggest that Joseph Taylor and John Oliver’s affidavit was 
inaccurate, but seek only to interpret it as realistically as possible. We will 
return to this point later, but at this time we concluded that the records of 
Carter County were the next best hope of our search for the parents of John 
Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) of Cades Cove, Tennessee. 

One final comment on this affidavit should be made at this point. 
Apparently, the Carter County Court Clerk drafted this affidavit and the 
Maryville attorney, in his letter to him requesting that he obtain the 
affidavit, mentioned the name “Bartley Boyd,” which the clerk then inserted 
in the affidavit as John Oliver’s Company Commander in the War of 1812. 
However, Bartley Boyd was not John Oliver’s Company Commander. He 
had served with John Oliver in the same company in the War of 1812 and 
had signed John’s marriage license bond. All this indicates the confusion and 
lack of records Lurany and her children had in the 1870’s on John’s past 
military history. And, as suggested above, this says something about the 
accuracy of these affidavits at this time. 


CAPT. ADAM WINSELL’S COMPANY OF EAST TENNESSEE 
DRAFTED MILITIA IN THE WAR OF 1812 


John Oliver’s (1780/90-1863) military and personnel records in the 
National Archives, summarized in Appendix A and discussed above, left 
many unanswered questions about his service in the War of 1812. Who were 
the men who served in this company? Were there other Olivers, perhaps a 
brother? What were the circumstances of their service? Did they, in fact, 
fight at The Battle of Horseshoe Bend on 27 March 1814, as John said? 
Clearly more research on this Company was necessary. 

We first reviewed the history of this period, and particularly the circum- 
stances leading up to General Andrew Jackson’s battle against the Creek 
Indians at Horseshoe Bend in 1814. When war began between the United 
States and Great Britain in 1812, the British attempted to enlist the support 
of the American Indians as they had done during the Revolution. In July 
1813, General Jackson wrote to Tennessee Governor Blount that, “There can 
be no doubt but the Creeks and Lower Choctaws are excited to hostilities by 
the influence of the British; if so, there is no doubt but we will have to fight 
the combined powers of both.” Jackson’s concern was well founded. By this 
time the Creeks were becoming a serious threat in the territory comprising 
present-day Alabama on Tennessee’s southern border. Encouraged and 
equipped by the British and inflamed by the great Chief Tecumseh, their 
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raids and atrocities were becoming more frequent. On August 30, 1813, this 
campaign of terror reached a new high when Indians captured Fort Mims in 
Southern Alabama and massacred some four hundred men, women and 
children. This act shocked Tennessee into action. On 18 September 1813, the 
State Legislature passed an Act “to repel the invasion of the State of 
Tennessee by the Creek Indians and to afford relief to the citizens of the 
Mississippi Territory ...” A militia force of up to three thousand men was 
authorized to march into the “Creek Nation or the Mississippi Territory.” 
This expedition, under the command of General Jackson, culminated in the 
Battle of Horseshoe Bend on 27 March 1814 where some 700-800 Indians 
were killed out of an estimated 1,000. However, this campaign was not 
without great difficulty and at one point in December 1813, Governor 
Blount advised Jackson to give up the expedition and return home. 
Jackson’s stirring reply requesting support moved Blount to begin recruiting 
twenty-five hundred men to reinforce Jackson in January 1814. With these 
new drafted recruits and the addition of the 39th Regiment of U. S. Infantry 
of six hundred men in February 1814, Jackson was ready for the final assault 
on the Creeks. After the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, Jackson went on to win 
the great victory over the British at the Battle of New Orleans and later to 
become President of the United States. 

John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) entered this picture on 5 January 1814 when 
he was drafted in Capt. Adam Winsell’s Company as part of Governor 
Blount’s reinforcements for General Jackson’s Campaign against the Creeks. 
Our next step was to locate any records of Capt. Adam Winsell’s Company. 
We only knew that this company was formed from men in Carter County, 
Tennessee, where John Oliver lived in 1814. 

Fortunately, a Pay Roll and Muster Roll of this company had survived 
and was located in the Tennessee State Archives. The Pay Roll heading is as 
follows: 


Pay Roll of a Company of Militia commanded by Capt. Adam Winsell of 
the Regiment commanded by Colonel Ewen Allison in the Service of the 
United States from the 10th of January 1814 to the 18th May 1814. 


This Pay Roll is divided into the following columns: 

Number (the names of the men are numbered consecutively), Names, 
Rank, Commencement of Service of this Settlement, Expiration of Service 
or of this Settlement, Term of Service Charged (Mo’s and Days), Pay Per 
Month (Dollars and Cents), Total Pay (Dollars and Cents), and Remarks. 

The Muster Roll heading is as follows: 


Muster Roll of a Company of East Tennessee Drafted Militia under 
(unclear) Capt. Adam Winsell in a Regiment commanded by Colonel Ewen 
Allison in the Service of the United States from the 10th day of (unclear) the 
last day of muster to the 18th day of May 1814. 


This Muster Roll is divided into columns as follows: 
Number, Names, Rank, When Entered the Service, For What Period 
Engaged, When Discharged, (Names of those soldiers who complete their 
enlistment), and Remarks. 
The names of seventy-nine men are listed on the Muster Roll and repeated 
on the Pay Roll as follows: 


Adam Winsell 
Ephraim Buck 
John Royston 
John Dugger 
Henry Boyd 
Daniel Smith 
William Bowers 
Abraham Haun 
Reuben Owens 
William Lovelace 
John Richardson 


William Kelly 
William Persons 
John Branstatter 
Barkley Boyd 
Bethuel Buck 
Jacob Bullener 
Peter Bullener 
John Bowers 
Valentine Bowers 
Jacob Curtner 
Joel Cook 
Jacob Colbough 
Joseph Campbell 
John Campbell 
Conrad Cable 
Reuben Coffee 
Thomas Crowe 
Julius Dugger 
Abel Dugger 
Robert Evans 
Joseph Ford 
James Gilliland 
Joseph Green 
William Gullet 
John Haun 
Daniel Harmon 
Joshua Job 
William James 
John Koon 


Capt. 
Ist Lt. 
2nd Lt. 
Ensign 
Ensign 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Sgt. 
Corpl. 
Corpl. 
(Richerdson) 
Corpl. 
Corpl. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pyt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pyvt. 
Pyvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 


Jonathan Lipps 
James Lovelace 
James Lacey 
Philemon Lacey 
Reuben Lacey 
Thomas Manus 
Israel McInturf 
Thomas MclInturf 


Thomas MclInturf Jr. 


William McQueen 
Luke Mitchell 
William Netherly 
George Oliver 


John Oliver 


James Peters 

Peter Razor 
Martin Russell 
Henry Stout 
George Stout 
Joseph Sloan 
James Sevier 
Samuel Smalling 
Nathaniel Smalling 
Soloman Smalling 
Henry Simmerly 
Jacob Stover 
Jacob Tipton 
Leroy Taylor 

John Tague 
Robert Vance 
Jacob Vandegrift 
Frederick Waggoner 
John Worley 
Hiram Worley 
Edward Willett 
Jesse Whitson 
Joseph Wilson 
Thomas Whitehead 
William Whitehead 


Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. (Olliver 
on Pay Roll) 
Pvt. (Olliver 
on Pay Roll) 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
Pvt. 
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NOTE: The spelling of a few of the above names have been changed 
where the correct spelling could be verified from other records. 

John Oliver’s date of enlistment shown on the Pay Roll is 5 January 1814 
to 26 May 1814 with 8 days travel time. This is the same data given on the 
Muster Roll excepting the date of discharge is 18 May 1814. The addition of 
the 8 days travel brings his total service to 26 May 1814 shown on the Pay 
Roll. His rate of pay as a private was $8.00 per month and his total pay for 4 
months and 22 days was $37.67. Only 35 enlisted men and 3 officers are 
shown completing the full term of service from 5 January to 26 May 1814. 
Ten men are listed as “Deserted” in the Remarks column in these records 
and five were discharged for “Inability.” George Oliver’s name is followed by 
the enlistment date of 5 January 1814, but all other entries for him are blank 
except the Remarks column which has the notation, “Deserted 4 March 
1814.” This record raised a strong presumption that George Oliver and John 
Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) were related. Both had been drafted from the same 
local area of Carter County, but more important was the oral history of my 
father that John had said he had a brother with him in the War of 1812 who 
deserted. Here, for the first time, was documented evidence that could 
support John’s story and establish the identity of a brother, George Oliver. 

Before leaving this Militia Company, we researched the War of 1812 
records in the National Archives in Washington, D. C. for each of these 79 
men. Information is summarized as follows: 

Col. Ewen Allison. Records indicate that Col. Allison of Greene County, 
Tennessee was dead by 1838. There was no record of application for bounty 
land (not authorized until after 1850) or a widow’s pension. He was commis- 
sioned Second Major in the militia on 4 October 1796 in Greene County, 
Tennessee and was listed on the Muster and Pay Rolls as Commander of the 
Regiment. Lt. Buck stated that Col. Allison and he discharged the men of 
the Company after the campaign at Knoxville, Tennessee on 18 May 1814. 

Capt. Adam Winsell. It appears that Capt. Winsell, born 9 September 
1781, was the son of Adam Winsell, Senior, a veteran of the Revolution who 
appears in Carter County Census Records in 1830, age 80-90. Capt. Winsell 
was commissioned a Captain in the Militia, 5th Regiment, on 21 April 1809 
and was probably the most senior man for command of this Company. He 
was married to Sarah Curtner, born 17 February 1792, on 22 March 1809 by 
Alexander Doran, Justice of the Peace, in Carter County, Tennessee. Ten 
children are shown for this family, the youngest, Andrew T. Winsell, born 20 
August 1832, Capt. Winsell died | January 1861 in Des Moines Township in 
Jefferson County, Iowa. Sarah Winsell, at age 79, applied for a pension in 
1871 based on Capt. Winsell’s service in the War of 1812. Her Declaration 
stated that, (1) Capt. Winsell was enlisted in his own Company at Elizabeth- 
ton, Carter County, Tennessee about 3rd day of January 181 and honor- 
ably discharged about the month of May 181 on “account of sickness 
during a part of his service at Lookout Mountain,” (2) “The Battle of Horse 
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Shoe was fought while he was in the service, but he was not at said battle;” 
and, (3) “He had papers which were sent to Washington City when he 
obtained a Land Warrant.” 

Ist Lt. Ephraim Buck. Lt. Buck’s records contain this summary of his 
service; “Ephraim Buck entered the service at Knoxville, Tennessee and 
served from January 5, 1814 to May 18, 1814 as Lieutenant in Captain 
Adam Winsell’s Company, Tennessee Militia. Capt. Winsell became ill and 
returned home and Lieutenant Buck assumed command of the Company, 
and while assisting in getting the baggage wagons across the Tennessee River 
at Ross’s Landing (the last of April or first of May), received a rupture of the 
right groin which resulted in hernia.” On January 13, 1839, under Act of 
Congress of April 24, 1816, he was allowed a pension as result of disability 
from this injury. In 1851 and 1855, while living in Carter County, he received 
bounty land for his service. He was married 26 May 1813 to Nancy Agnes 
Taylor in Carter County and died at Okolona in this county, 7 June 1874. 
His widow, age 81, was allowed a pension on her application of | August 
1874. She died at Okolona, 4 March 1885. This record contains statements 
of Daniel Smith and Johnson Smith indicating Ensign Henry Boyd and 
Capt. Adam Winsell “are removed from the County.” Also, a statement of 
William Lovelace that Capt. Winsell fell sick and was furloughed to return 
and that Ensign Boyd feil sick (during the campaign). 

Set. Abraham Haun. Sgt. Haun died in 1848. His widow living in Monroe 
County, Tennessee, received bounty land in 1850 and 1855. 

Corpl. John Richardson. He applied for bounty land in 1852 while living in 
Carter County, Tennessee, giving his age as 76. 

Pvt. John Branstatter. He was in Decatur County, Tennessee in 1855, age 
62. He said he was a substitute for John Wagoner at Carter County on 25 
January 1814. 

Pvt. Bethuel Buck. On 21 May 1852, Private Buck, living in Carter 
County, applied for a pension based on disability from fever and its 
rheumatic complications contracted at Fort Strother in Alabama in 1814. 
He stated that he served from 10 January 1814 to 14 July 1814. He entered 
service under Capt. Winsell, but was transferred to Capt. McPherson. He 
said that he “marched from Knoxville (Tennessee) to Fort Strother, 
Alabama, and from thence to Fort Williams, Alabama. At this place he was 
ordered to the attack of the Indians who had erected fortifications at the 
Horseshoe Bend of the Tallapoosa. He was present on that occasion, fought 
27 March 1814, from thence he marched back to Fort Williams. After 
remaining at which place a short time he was ordered to Fort Jackson (with 
8 days rations) the Indians being in that neighborhood. After dispursing 
them he marched back to Fort Williams being absent 19 days, from thence 
he marched to Fort Strother where in consequence of the previous exposures 
and fatigues of the campaign he was attacked with great violence with what 
was called the Camp Fever.” The fever left him permanently afflicted with 
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rheumatism which was the basis of his claim for pension. In a supporting 
statement, Lt. Ephraim Buck (relation not given) stated that Pvt. Buck was 
marched to Alabama from Knoxville, Tennessee “being stationed succes- 
sively for short periods at Forts Armstrong, Strother, Williams (from which 
last place he marched to the Battle of the Horse Shoe 27th March 1814) and 
Jackson and on the return march at Fort Strother being continued in service 
to keep the Fort under Capt. McPherson of said Regt. and was honorably 
discharged at Knoxville, Tenn. about 14th of July 1814.” 

Pvt. John T. Bowers. He received bounty land for his service from 5 
January to 18 May 1814. 

Pvt. Valentine Bowers. He gave dates of service as January 5 to May 26, 
1814. He was 67 years old in 1855 when he applied for bounty land in Carter 
County. In 1808, he married Abigal Buck. She obtained widow’s pension 25 
April 1871. He died 12 April 1867 and his wife on 16 July 1873. 

Pvt. Jacob Curtner. Was in Stark, Indiana in 1851 when he applied for 
bounty land. 

Pvt. Joel Cook. His application for bounty land gave his Company as that 
of Capt. William King from 2 January to July 1814. This application was 
rejected because “no such person could be found.” 

Pvt. Conrad Cable. Pvt. Cable’s application for bounty land in 1853 
contained a supporting statement by Lt. Ephraim Buck as follows, “. . . 
Cornelius or Conrad Cable was a private in said Company (Capt. Adam 
Winsell) and served faithfully the term of his enlistment and was honorably 
discharged. I was left sick near Ross Landing, Tennessee, on the march to 
the South and after I partly recovered I went on and met the Company 
below Fort Armstrong on the return march for home — or rather a part of 
the Company.” Lt. Buck also stated here that John Dugger, a resident of 
Carter County, who was a close friend of Pvt. Cable and the Company 
Ensign, could verify his service. He added that, “I know nothing of Lt. 
Royston. He left Carter County many years hence... . The Capt. (Capt. 
Adam Winsell) is reported to be dead.” 

Pvt. Julius Dugger. His application for bounty land in 1852, gave his age 
as 80 years and stated that “he served till sometime in May 1814, first under 
the said Winsell and then under Lt. Buck at which time some of his 
Company were discharged, but it fell to his lot to remain as he was put under 
Capt. George McPherson and served to the 14th day of July and was 
discharged at Fort Strother in Alabama.” 

Pvt. Abel Dugger. He died in Walker County, Georgia, in 1843. Applica- 
tion for pension filed by his widow, Jane Dugger, in Dade County, Georgia, 
1872, stated he was in Battle of Horseshoe Bend. 

Pvt. Joseph Ford. Service 4 January to 18 May 1814. He was discharged 
at Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Pvt. William Gullet. In his application for bounty land in 1853 based on 
his service in the War of 1812 in Capt. Adam Winsell’s Company, William 
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Gullet, living in Greene County, Tennessee, stated that he was “in the Battle 
of Horseshoe Bend and was stationed at the Lookout Mountain (present site 
of Chattanooga, Tennessee) for a period of about two months immediately 
preceding said battle.” 

Pvt. Daniel Harmon. Made an application in 1853, but file did not indicate 
he obtained land. 

Pvt. Joshua Jobe. Made two applications for bounty land in 1851 and 
1855. Muster Roll shows his service 5 January to 6 March 1814. He was 
living in Walker County, Georgia, in 1850 and Catoosa County, Georgia, in 
1855. This is the same Joshua Jobe who moved to Cades Cove, Tennessee, 
with John Oliver (1780/90-1863) of which we will have more to say later. 

Pvt. Jonathan Lipps. Application for pension for disability by Jonathan 
Lipps in Carter County in 1853 contains supporting statements of Lt. 
Ephraim Buck and Pvt. Julius A. Dugger, verifying Lipps’ service in 1814, 
stated that he was in the Battle of Horseshoe Bend. Lt. Buck stated that 
Lipps was at Fort Williams and Fort Strother and other points. 

Pvt. Thomas McInturf. He was in McMinn County, Tennessee, in 1851 
and Carter County in 1855. He died in Logan County, Arkansas in July 
1872. 

Pvt. William McQueen. He was 78 years old in 1852 living in Johnson 
County, Tennessee. 

Pvt. Luke Mitchell. Applied for bounty land at age 80 in 1857 in Blount 
County, Tennessee. 

Pvt. George Oliver. The military records for George Oliver in the National 
Archives are included and discussed in detail in Chapter VI. These records 
detail his widow’s attempts to obtain a pension based on his service in the 
War of 1812. 

Pvt. John Oliver. His records, previously discussed, are summarized in 
Appendix A to this chapter. 

Pvt. Martin Russell. This man was in Monroe County, Tennessee, in 1851, 
age 58. 

Pvt. George P. Stout. The application for bounty land by Stout was dated 
in 1852 in Carter County with supporting statements by Zachriah Campbell 
and John Nave. One interesting note on Stout was his service in Wayne’s 
War in 1791 in the Territory South of the Ohio during which he marched to 
Middle Tennessee and Knoxville, Tennessee. He said he was at Lookout 
Mountain in January 1814. 

Pvt. Nathaniel Smalling. He was in Monroe County, Tennessee, in 1850 
and 55 when he applied for bounty land. 

Pvt. Leroy Taylor. Bounty land applications were made by Taylor’s widow 
living in Monroe County, Tennessee, in 1850 and 55. 

Pvt. Robert Vance. He was dead by 1858 when his widow applied for 
bounty land in Carter County, Tennessee. 
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Pvt. Jesse Whitson. In his affidavit for bounty land in 1851, Whitson 
described his service in Capt. Adam Winsell’s Company and said that he was 
encamped at Fort Williams on the Coosa River in Alabama on 20 April 
1814. He moved from Madison County, Tennessee, to Buchanan County, 
Missouri, with his wife, Elizabeth, in 1852. He died 5 November 1856 and his 
wife died | February 1888. Nathaniel T. Smalling, also living in Monroe 
County, Tennessee, in 1851 and a former soldier in Capt. Winsell’s Com- 
pany, gave a supporting statement in which he said that Capt. Winsell had 
removed to Missouri and Lt. Buck was dead. 

Pvt. Thomas Whitehead. He applied for bounty land in 1851 in Carter 
County, Tennessee, at age 81. 


SUMMARY 


The records of the 30 men listed above were the only records we found in 
the National Archives, although it is possible some records were missed. 
From the information in the applications for bounty land in the 1850’s and 
pensions in the 1870’s (by widows) contained in these records, we can piece 
together a rough history of this Company. We were disappointed that only 
30 records were found. However, it is likely that most of the remaining 49 
men were dead by 1850. These records give the ages of some of the men 
which ranged from 21 to 44 in 1814. Capt. Winsell was 33, Richardson 38, 
Branstatter 21, Valentine Bowers 26, George Oliver 29, George Stout over 40 
(he stated that he was in Wayne’s War in 1791!), John Oliver over 24, Martin 
Russell 21 and Thomas Whitehead 44. If these ages are representative of the 
Company, the average age was probably over 30 and most of those men 
would have been past 65 in 1850, an advanced age for that time. Another 
item of interest here is that by the 1850’s it appears that many of these men 
still living had moved away from Tennessee. Capt. Winsell is in Iowa, 
Curtner in Indiana, Dugger and Jobe in Georgia, and Whitson in Missouri. 
This is indicative of the great migrations taking place during this period. 

Only information containing some history of this Company has been 
included. Most of the records give little except the basic facts of service. As 
we indicated above, however, the entire record of John Oliver is included in 
Appendix A to this Chapter and of George Oliver in Chapter VI. 

What then can we conclude from this research. Generally, this is what 
these records indicate. Capt. Adam Winsell and his Company of 78 men 
were drafted in Carter County in the northeastern corner of Tennessee in late 
December 1813 or early January 1814 and marched over 100 miles southwest 
to Knoxville, Tennessee, where they were mustered into service on 5 January 
1814. On the Pay Roll, Capt. Winsell, Ist Lt. Buck, 2nd Lt. Royston and 
Ensigns John Dugger and Henry Boyd are listed as commencing service on 
10 January 1814. The service of all the enlisted men date from 5 January 
1814. After being mustered into service on 5 January 1814, the Company 
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marched over 100 miles to Lookout Mountain at the present city of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, where they apparently remained for two months 
until early March 1814. Here Capt. Adam Winsell became ill and returned 
home, leaving the command of the Company to Lt. Buck. Lt. Buck was 
injured in loading baggage wagons at Ross’ Landing at Lookout Mountain 
and did not accompany the men when they again began their march south 
into Alabama in March 1814. This march may have started about 4 March 
1814 when the Muster Roll shows that five men deserted. Without their 
Commander, Capt. Winsell, and with Lt. Buck injured, the resumption of 
this march may have created a lack of discipline and the most favorable 
opportunity for desertion. 

Lt. Buck stated that when he was partially recovered “I went on and met 
the Company below Fort Armstrong on the return march for home — or 
rather a part of the Company.” This indicates that this Company or part of 
the Company was attached to another Company on the final march to the 
Battle of Horseshoe Bend on 27 March 1814. This is supported by the 
affidavit of John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) in his Declaration for Bounty Land 
on 10 April 1851 and his affidavit of 4 June 1857. Here John identified his 
Company Commander as “Capt. Vincent in the Regiment of militia 
commanded by Col. Bunch in General Dohertys in the War of 1812.” As 
John’s records in Appendix A to this chapter show, this led to a great 
amount of confusion that continued in the 1870’s when his widow again used 
the names of Captains Boyd, Vincent and Doherty to identify his Company 
Commander. Of course, the Washington Pension Office had no such 
records, but it now appears John was correct in referring to his officers as 
“Col. Bunch and General Doherty.” In General Andrew Jackson’s letter to 
Governor Blount of March 28, 1814, containing his report of the Battle of 
Horseshoe Bend, he stated “A few companies of Gen]. Doherty’s Brigade on 
the right, were led on with great gallantry by Col. Bunch —.” This and the 
above records, led us to conclude that John Oliver along with at least part of 
his Company did, in fact, fight at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend under Col. 
Bunch and General Doherty. 

We are again reminded of John Oliver’s account of this battle related by 
my grandfather (Chapter II) in which he said he was the second man to cross 
the Indian breastworks, the first being killed. Historical accounts of this 
battle state that Col. Williams and Major Montgomery were first on these 
log fortifications behind which the Indians fought and that Montgomery was 
killed. General Jackson wrote of this savage engagement that, “Having 
maintained for a few minutes a very obstinate contest, muzzell to muzzell, 
through the port-holes, in which many of the enemy’s balls were welded to 
the bayonets of our muskets, our troops succeeded in gaining possession of 
the opposite side. This was followed by terrible hand to hand conflict — a 
fight to the death with no quarter asked and none given.” We believe this 
permits a reasonable conclusion that John Oliver was among the first men to 
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charge these fortifications and acquitted himself with great courage and 
bravery of which his descendants can justifiably be proud. 

After the battle most of the Company were marched back to Knoxville, 
Tennessee, where they were discharged on 18 May 1814. However, it appears 
that some of these men were among those selected by lot to remain behind 
and guard some of General Jackson’s newly established forts. The Muster 
Roll lists 11 men in the Remarks columns as “on command at Fort Strother, 
3 May 1814.” Six were “on command at Fort Williams, 27 April 1814.” We 
believe that these men were not discharged until their six months enlistment 
expired in June 1814. 

Although not detailed above, these records give a picture of desperate 
conditions of long forced marches in the mud, rain and snow, without food, 
in the dead of winter and of sickness due to “Camp Fever” and measles. This 
generally agrees with John Oliver’s account of his service related by my 
grandfather in Chapter II. 

Last, it would be difficult to overemphasize the importance of the 
discovery of a George Oliver in this Company. George Oliver must rank as 
one of the most vital keys in all our research and is discussed in detail in 
Chapter VI. Also, as we discuss later in these chapters, the names of many of 
the men of this Company appear over and over again with John and George 
Oliver in Carter County early history. 


RESEARCH IN CARTER COUNTY, TENNESSEE 


Here, we need as our next step in this research to set the stage by reviewing 
some of the early history of Carter County, Tennessee. The history of the 
area of Carter County located in the upper northeast corner of Tennessee, 
dated from about 1770 when the first settlement began where Doe River 
joins the Watauga River, later the site of present day Elizabethton. Many of 
these early pioneers crossed the mountains from North Carolina and became 
part of the Watauga Association. Population grew steadily as new settlers 
arrived from North Carolina and Virginia and by 1780 over 1,300 men from 
this area marched to defeat the British at Kings Mountain which many 
historians believe, as my father pointed out in Chapter I, was the turning 
point of the Revolutionary War. This area was originally included in 
Washington County, named by the settlers in honor of General Washington, 
hero of the Revolution. After the Revolution, political pressure for statehood 
was finally realized in 1796 when the State of Tennessee was admitted to the 
Union. Carter County was created out of the northern and eastern sections 
of Washington County in 1796 with Elizabethton the county seat. Johnson 
County was created out of the eastern section of Carter County in 1836. In 
summary then, a study of the area’s history indicates that this was a gateway 
of early migration into Tennessee from North Carolina and Virginia. The 
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1850 and 1860 census records giving North Carolina as John Oliver's 
(1780/ 90-1863) place of birth fits this historical migration pattern. 

Our research objective, as our search moved to Carter County, was 
primarily census records, court minutes, land records, tax records, military 
records, marriages and wills. If we could establish a record of John Oliver 
(1780/ 90-1863) in the county or a record of his parents in the county, or any 
record of Olivers living in the county during the time John was also living 
here, we felt we had a chance of finding the “missing link” to our Oliver 
ancestors. 


MARRIAGE OF LURANY FRAZIER AND JOHN OLIVER 


We, of course, knew that John Oliver enlisted from Carter County, 
January 5, 1814, and oral family history has him living here before 1818, the 
date his descendants came to believe he moved to Cades Cove, Tennessee. 
Lurany said they were married April 28, 1814, in Carter County. As 
previously indicated, we found the marriage license bond for John Oliver 
and Lurany Frazier at the Court House in Elizabethton in Carter County. 
However, the handwriting for the year on this bond is so poor that we simply 
could not decipher it with absolute certainty. The date of the month which 
appears to be 22 April, supports Lurany’s statement that they were married 
28 April 1814. The elapsed time of six days from the date of the bond on 22 
April to their marriage on 28 April certainly fits the normal sequence of 
these events. Note spelling of Lurany’s name here, and also that John Oliver 
signed his name with an “X.” 

As before stated, census records are non-existent for Carter County for 
this critical period 1790 to 1830. The surviving 1820 Tennessee Census lists 
only 26 counties, but unfortunately Carter is not one of them. Also, no tax 
records were found for 1800-1825 for Carter County, nor were any land 
records found for Olivers prior to 1825 in Carter County. Tax records and 
all other records for Carter County and its parent county, Washington 
County, fail to reveal the name of a single Oliver prior to 1800 back to the 
first settlers in 1770 with the exception of a James Oliver’s death recorded in 
Washington County in 1794. We did find Minute Books for the Carter 
County Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions for February 1804 to 
February 1806, February 1819 to November 1820, 1821-1826, February 
1826-May 1829 and August 1829-May 1833. Minutes are also on file from 
1836-1889. Here a word must be said about these minutes. The Court of 
Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions in Tennessee and North Carolina 
during the early 1800’s dated from colonial times and usually met every three 
months in January, April, July and October with the Justices of the Peace 
presiding. Court jurisdiction covered a wide range of civil and lessor criminal 
matters embracing the total life of the community including appointments of 
local officers, jury lists, estate administration and a host of others. These 
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court minutes over a period of years reflect in one form or another the names 
of a great many of the families in the county and give the genealogist a 
treasure trove of information. Often faded and in handwriting difficult to 
read, these minutes have proven invaluable in our Tennessee and North 
Carolina research. We now turn to examine these Court Minutes in Carter 
County, Tennessee. 


CARTER COUNTY RECORDS OF JOHN FRAZIER 


We first find minutes for 1804 to 1806. No Olivers are listed; however, the 
following entries are of considerable interest: 
Carter County Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions: 


14 May 1805 — Indenture of William Frazior by John Frazior to Nathan 
Hendrix to learn the art and mistery of agriculture until the 
said William shall arrive to the age of twenty-one years — 
proven in open court by John Worley a subscribing witness 
thereto. 


12 Aug 1805 — State of Tennessee ) 
) 
Carter County ) 


We the Grand Jurors of the State do present two children 
belonging to John Frasure, as being on sufference, Samuel 
Bogart foremen, John Miller, Peter Bullinger, George Haines, 
Michael Slimp, Samuel Smawlin, Solomon Griffin, John 
Worley, Peter Wills, Levi Loyed, Abraham Nave, Thomas 
Anderson, Levin Morris, James Ranger, A. Nicholas Carriger. 

Ordered by the court that Abraham Byler, Sheriff of Carter 
County bring or cause to be brought to our next Court of 
Pleas and Quarter Sessions to be held on the second Monday 
of November two children of John Frazure presented by the 
Grand Jury to be on Sufferance. Andrew Taylor, Alex’r 
Greer, Andrew Greer. 


The Court Minutes from 1806 to 1819 are missing and unfortunately we 
do not have the record of the court’s final action on these two children of 
John Frazior (Frasure). The term for this action was “bound.” This was the 
practice at that time to provide support for children without parents or 
means of support. In such cases, children of this category were “bound” by 
indenture to serve masters appointed by the court who were to train and 
provide for them. Justices of the Peace could require a child to be bound out 
such as poor children without sufficient support. Such bound children were 
required to serve and obey their master. 

It appears from these minutes, reading between the lines, that John 
Frasure was the father of these children and for whatever reason, loss of 
wife, home, etc., had reached a point where he could no longer properly 
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provide for them. First, was the indenture of his son, William, on 14 May 
1804, William was probably the oldest child who was of sufficient age to 
receive training in agriculture. This indenture apparently was initiated by his 
father, John. A father could apprentice his own child and this appears to be 
the case here, the Court action consisting of approving the already executed 
indenture. However, three months later, on 12 August 1805, the Grand Jury, 
on its own, initiates action and brings to the attention of the Court that John 
Frasure has two children on sufferance, i.e., destitute. One of the Grand 
Jurors is John Worley who was a subscribing witness to the indenture of 
John’s son, William, on 14 May 1805 and who must have been in a position 
to have first hand knowledge of this family. The Court responded to the 
action of the Grand Jury by ordering the Sheriff to bring these two children 
to the next term of Court, obviously to be bound to a master in the usual 
fashion. Although we do not know, we can surmise that John Frasure’s 
situation and the care of his children had become so desperate as to require 
Court action. While the 1806 missing minutes deny us an account of the 
Court’s action, it is reasonable to believe the binding of these children did, in 
fact, take place. We found one other reference to a John Frazure in these 
Court Minutes. On the 3rd of October 1803 a John Frazure, George House 
and Andrew Lowe signed a bond in the amount of $200.00 in connection 
with a lawsuit by Andrew Lowe against Elijah Crouch to collect an alleged 
debt. This would seem to indicate that at that time in 1803 John Frazure’s 
personal finances were sufficient to support his signature on a $200.00 bond, 
suggesting that perhaps his family problems may not have been financial. 

Why is this information of significance to our research of John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863)? Because John’s wife, Lurany Frazier, born in 1795-97, was a 
bound girl who was about 8-10 years old in 1805 at the time of this Court 
action. My father said Lurany often told of her life with her master and his 
wife in Carter County. However, no family history has survived identifying 
the names of the parents of my great-great-grandmother, Lurany Frazier. 
The evidence here, the circumstances, the coincidence of name, time and 
place make a persuasive case that Lurany Frazier was one of the children of 
John Frazier bound by the Court in Carter County, Tennessee in 1805-06. 
Encouraged by this discovery, we expanded our research for this Frazier 
Family in Carter County which eventually led us to South Carolina. Because 
of the importance of this heretofore unknown history, we have included the 
results of our search, although fragmentary, in the following paragraphs in 
the hope other descendants of John Frazier reading this record will be 
found. 

We note that a William Frazier is listed in the 1826-29 minutes in Carter 
County as “overseer of the road” — possibly Lurany’s older brother, 
William. Also, a John Frazier, age 30 to 40, was living in Cades Cove, 
Tennessee in 1830, two houses from John Oliver with | male 10-15, 1 female 
under 5, 1 female 5-10, 3 females 10-15, 1 female 15-20, 1 female 20-30 and 1 
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female 30-40, apparently his wife. We found several variations in the spelling 
of Frazier in Tennessee and South Carolina. Again, this raises the possibility 
of a brother, perhaps named John for his father. My father said a man 
named Frazier once visited Lurany in Cades Cove in later life and traced 
their relation. A Lt. A. D. Frazier (December 17, 1835 — December 9, 1908) 
and wife, Milly M. (September 26, 1842 — May 3, 1881) are buried in 
Kitzmiller Cemetery in Carter County, Tennessee along with a W. O. Frazier 
(1834-1885). (Lt. Frazier was an officer in the 13th Tennessee Calvary in the 
Civil War.) Also, other apparently related Fraziers are buried here. These 
Fraziers could be descendants of John Frazier, but further research will be 
required to establish this. The 1870 census for Carter County, 9th District, 
lists an Alexander Frazier, age 33 with wife Milla, age 27, William 11, 
Charles 8, Margaret 5 and Julia C. 3. Obviously, this is Lt. A. D. Frasier 
buried in Kitzmiller Cemetery. In this same 1870 census is listed a William O, 
Frasier, age 36 and wife, Margaret, age 31. Also, next door is John W. 
Frasier, age 30. Here we have the Frazier names of Alexander, William and 
John, all in the 9th District. The 1830 Carter County census lists only one 
Frazer who was named Joshua. Both he and his wife were between 50-60 
years old with one male under 5, two males from 5-10 and two females 15-20. 
This Joshua would have been age 20-30 in 1800 and could have been a 
brother to John Frazier listed in the 1805 Carter County Minutes. He 
apparently was not the father of the Fraziers buried in Kitzmiller Cemetery. 
The 1834 Tax List for Carter County lists two Joshua Fraziers, a William, 
Alexander, Thomas and a Geten Frazier. All show one poll each with 
William having 80 acres of land. The two listed Joshua Fraziers here could 
be a duplication. No Fraziers were listed in Washington County census in 
1830 which indicates perhaps only one Frazier clan came to the Carter 
County area. 

In the 1880 census of Cades Cove, Tennessee, Lurany Frazier Oliver said 
her parents were born in England. The Carolina Genealogist in 1970 listed 
the following natives of Scotland buried in the Scotch Cemetery in Kersaw 
County, South Carolina: 


Alexander Fraser, born Slate, Scotch Highlands in 1757. 
William Fraser, born Slate, Scotch Highlands in 1759. 
Mrs. Mary Fraser, born Slate, Scotch Highlands in 1766. 


In the Winter 1970 issue of the Carolina Genealogist there is a reference to 
the State Records of South Carolina Naturalizations listing an Alexander 
Fraser, age 32, born Montrose, Scotland, occupation mariner, admitted 
January 24, 1792. We find a marriage record in Washington County, 
Tennessee in 1795 of an Alexander Frasure to Charity Bass. At this time 
Carter County was still part of Washington County, and this could be the 
same Alexander Frazier listed in the 1834 Carter County Tax List. Some of 
our people have speculated that this Alexander Frasure was the father of 
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Lurany, but no evidence has ever been found to support this. He could be 
John Frazier’s [Frasure] brother and Lurany’s uncle — both from Scotland. 

The naturalization records for South Carolina also list a John Fraser, age 
38, from Inverness, Scotland, occupation merchant, who was admitted 
March 16, 1807. This man could conceivably be the father of Lurany 
Frazier. His age of 38 would place his date of birth in 1769 and age 26 in 
1795 when Lurany was born. From the Carter County Court Minutes, 
Lurany had at least one older brother, William. If this was Lurany’s father, 
he left Carter County in about 1806 after his children were bound out by the 
Court and went to South Carolina. There is no further record of him in 
Carter County after 1806. South Carolina history records many Frasers 
going back to the early 1700’s. A Lt. Alexander Fraser served in the Revolu- 
tion from South Carolina and a John Fraser is mentioned in South Carolina 
court and land records in the 1780’s. These Frasers were apparently from 
Scotland and very likely part of the same family clan. We suspect that our 
John Frazier was married before he left Scotland. In the 1850 census records 
we have reviewed, the percentage of instances where both husband and wife 
are born in England is low. So, it is unusual to find John Fraser and his wife 
as far inland as Carter County, Tennessee in the 1790’s, both born in 
England according to daughter, Lurany. It is also unusual and a mystery 
that John Frazier disappears after 1806. If he was born about 1770 as the 
evidence suggests and lived to be 50-60 years old (a reasonable assumption), 
he would have been alive as late as 1830. It is strange that some oral history 
on him was not passed on by his daughter Lurany who lived until 1888, 
unless he died early or moved out of Tennessee and she completely lost track 
of him. All this does seem to support the hypothesis that the John Fraser 
naturalized in 1807 at age 38 in South Carolina is the father of Lurany. The 
absence of a wife in these naturalization records may perhaps be further 
support since we assume that the death of John Frazier’s {Frasure] wife in 
Carter County led to the “on sufferance” condition of his children in the 
1805/06 Court Minutes. Also, there is a very strong statistical relation 
between an alien John Frazier [Frasure] in Carter County in 1806, probably 
about 38 years old, and the naturalization of a John Fraser, age 38, in South 
Carolina in 1807. 

However, we should point out that my grandfather, William H. Oliver, 
wrote in 1930-33 that “she (Lurany) was a bound girl, her parents being 
dead” (Chapter IH, Sketches of The Olivers). No doubt, my grandfather’s 
statement here was based on stories Lurany told to her children and grand- 
children. He was 31 years old when his grandmother Lurany died in 1888 
and must have heard her stories of her parents many times. This indicates 
that death of her parents was the reason for her being bound to another 
family. Although the Court record of 1805 refers to John Frazier in the 
present tense, it is possible he was dead. Without more information, we must 
leave this record in doubt. 
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Considering all the evidence, we believe that John Frazier [Frasure] 
documented in the Carter County Court Minutes was the father of Lurany 
Frazier and my great-great-great-grandfather. 


CARTER COUNTY COURT MINUTES OF JOHN OLIVER 


Returning now to John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), we found important infor- 
mation in the Minutes of the Carter County Court of Common Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions in 1819 as follows: 


Thursday, May 13th, 1819 

Court met according to adjournment 

Present the worshipful 

Jeremiah Campbell ) 

William Carter ) Esquires 

Caleb Smith ) 

Ordered by the Court that John Simmerly be appointed overseer of the public 
road from the dividing ridge between Gap Creek and Doe River to the dividing 
ridge between Doe River and Watauga River and that Henry Simmerly, Jacob 
Simmerly, Thomas Russell, Henry Grindstaff, Jesse Lane, Westley Campbell, 
Jeremiah Campbell Senr., James Lacy, Philimon Lacy, John Inman, Alexan- 
der Lacy, Jacob Tipton, George Oliver, John Oliver, be the hands to work on 
said road. 


May 12, 1819 

Isaac Tipton ) 
vs. ) 

John Olliver ) 


Jury trial, find for Plaintiff in amount of $116.85. 


May 13, 1820 
State 


Joshua Hall 

Humphreys Brumfield ) 

Mary King ) 

John Olliver and Abraham Tipton came into open Court and acknowledged 
themselves in debt to the State. John Olliver in the sum of fifty dollars and 
Abraham Tipton bail in the sum of twenty-five dollars to (be) levied of their 
Goods and Chattles, Lands and Tenements and void on condition that John 
Olliver appear from day to day to prosecute and give evidence on behalf of the 
State against Joshua Hall, H. Brumfield and Mary King. 


) 
vs. ) John Olliver Prosecuting witness 
) 


August 17, 1820 


State } 
vs. ) John Olliver prosecuting witness 
Mary King ) 


Jury trial found Defendant “guilty in manner and form as charged in the bill of 
Indictment” and fined Defendant six cents and three mills. 
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August 17, 1820 
State ) 

Vs. ) John Olliver prosecuting witness 
Humphrey B. Brumfield ) 
Jury trial found Defendant guilty and fined him two dollars. Defendant 
through his lawyer, John Blair, appealed which appeal was set for hearing 
before the Circuit Court of Carter County on the third Monday in September 
next. 


August 17, 1820 
State ) 

VS. ) John Olliver, “pros” 
Humphrey Brumfield ) 
Acknowledged himself indebted to the State in the sum of one hundred dollars 
to be void on condition that the said Jno Olliver appear before the Judge of the 
Circuit Court of Law for Carter County at Elizabethton on the third Monday 
in September next, to wit: Tuesday, second day (of) said Term then and there 
to prosecute and give evidence on behalf (of) the State against Humphrey 
Brumfield. 


August 17, 1820 


State ) 
vs. ) John Olliver, “pros” 
Joshua Hall ) 


Acknowledged himself in debt to the State in the sum of one hundred dollars 
void on condition that the said John appear before the Justices of our Court of 
Pleas and Quarter Sessions to be held for Carter County on the second 
Monday in November next, to wit: Tuesday, second day (of) said session then 
and there to give evidence and prosecute on behalf (of) the State against 
Joshua Hall. 


August 17, 1820 


State ) 
vs. ) John Olliver, “rps” 
Joshua Hall ) 


Joshua Hall acknowledged himself indebted to the State in the sum of fifty 
dollars void on condition he appear before Justices of our Court of Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions to be held for Carter County on the second Monday in 
November next, to wit: Tuesday, second day (of) said session then and there to 
answer a plea of the State and stand by and abide by and perform the sentence 
Judgement or decree of said Court and not depart the same... 


November 14, 1820 


State ) 
VS. ) 
Joshua Hall ) 


Charged. Plea not guilty. And the defendant comes into Court and withdraws 
his plea by him heretofor pleaded and submits to Court. Therefore it is 
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considered by the Court that the said Joshua Hall be fined one dollar and that 
the State recover over against the said Joshua Hall the fine aforesaid, the 
Clerk’s fee and Sheriff’s fee and that the said Joshua go in mercy. 


February 13, 1822 


Joshua Jobe ) 
Vs. ) 
David Waid ) 


David Waid comes into open Court and acknowledges that he owes the plain- 
tiff thirty-three dollars and forty-seven cents. Therefore it is considered by the 
Court that the plaintiff recover over against the Defendant his debt and costs 
and that the Defendant be in mercy. 


The above excerpts were taken from the Carter County Court of Common 
Pleas and Quarter Sessions Minutes found in old Minute Books for 
February 1818 to November 1820 and 1821-1826. The above November 20, 
1820 entry is the last entry in the 1819-20 minutes that mentions a John 
Oliver. One additional Court case of a John Scott vs. John Olliver 
(dismissed by Plaintiff) is reported in the minutes for May 10, 1826 and one 
by the State vs. a John Oliver (pleaded guilty, fined 6!4 cents) for May 12, 
1829 was found in Minute Book for 1826 to 1829. As we later discuss, it 
appears this is the John Oliver, born 1807, who signed the affidavit in 1873 
attesting to John and Lurany Oliver’s marriage in Carter County in 1814. 
Some ten Court actions involving a George Oliver are recorded between 
1823 and 1829 which we will deal with later. The above excerpts are not 
verbatum and contain many omissions not considered necessary or relevant 
to our research. 


CARTER COUNTY COURT EXECUTION DOCKET 1818-1821 


Another important discovery at the Carter County Court House in Eliza- 
bethton, Tennessee was an old Execution Docket for the years 1818 to 1821 
for the Court of Common Pleas and Quarters Sessions. The purpose of the 
Execution Docket was to keep a record of the execution of Court Judgments. 
An explanation of the Execution Docket is set out in the first page by the 
Clerk as follows: 
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{ lay my Book for Recording Judgments off in colloms which is to be 
understood as follows, to-wit: the | and 2 colloms is for the year, month and 
day, the 3 collom designates the persons names, the 4 collom designates the 
officer’s name who returns the warrant, the Sth collom designates the party 
that Judgement is Rendered Against, the 6th collom specifies the amount of 
debt and costs, the 7 collom designates the persons name who stays the 
execution, the 8th collom shows the date of Issurance of the Execution and the 
officer who receives it, the 9 collom shows the date of the Return of Execution, 
the 10 collom shows the date when satisfied. 


The entries in the Execution Docket are faded and difficult to read. 
Accordingly, rather than photograph the pages we have summarized the 
essential information of interest to our research as follows: 


February 28, 1818 


L. Innman ) Ree 9 
ve ) Judgment for Plaintiff for lee 
Tao Glover ) Satisfied in full 10 April 1819. 
March 28, 1818 
Jno Kenedy ) Judgment for Plaintiff $7.50. 30 days given, Tipton 
vs. ) security. Satisfied 10 April 1819. The Clerk had 
Jno Olover ) originally written Jno. Kenedy vs. George Olover, 
but then marked through George Olover’s name 
and wrote Jno Olover below it. 
August 1, 1818 
M ? Hegdor ) 
VS. ) Judgment for Plaintiff ($37.50?) 
Jno Olover ) 
July 1819 
W. B. Carter ) 
for the use of ) 
L. Emert by Garnisht ) 
vs. ) 
Geo Olover ) 


June 12, 1819 


CTF) Cart inti 
(?) Carter ) J. Jobe returned warrant. Judgement for Plaintiff 


vs. * “ . 

Geol ) $1.75. Satisfied in full. 

June 12, 1819 

W. B. Cart inti 
ne ee J. Jobe returned warrant. Judgement for Plaintiff 


Gen Olver ) $2.70. Satisfied in full. 
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June 12, 1819 


? P. Taylor ) 

assine of ) 

Lucas Emert ) J. Jobe returned warrant. Judgement for Plaintiff 
VS. ) $4.79. Judgement received. 

Geo. Olliver ) 

June 12, 1819 

W. B. Carter ) Ea 
oe ) J. Jobe returned warrant. Judgement for Plaintiff 

Noni Olover ) $12.86. Satisfied in full. 


June 12, 1819 

C. T. F.(?) Carter ) J. Jobe returned warrant. Judgement for Plaintiff 
vs. ) $30.15. The Judgement was satisfied by (7) Jobe 

John Olover ) and W. B. Carter, Security by Samuel Tipton. 


Note: This is not clear and is an approximation 
of what we think is written by the Clerk. 


January (?) 22, 1820 


Joshua (?) Humphre 
sc ae Judgement for Plaintiff $3.56. Execution issued 9 


vs. ; 
TonnOlover ) March 1820 by B. C. H. (Harris) 
March 1820 
W. B. Carter ) 

VS. ) 
John Olover ) 


J. Jobe returned the warrant. Judgement for plaintiff $8.07 (?). It appears from 
column 8 that the Execution was issued 9 June 1820 to J. Jobe and column 9 
and 10 shows 5 July 1821 (this is unclear and could be 1820) as the date of 
Return of Execution noting “Nothing found.” Also, written in column 9 and 10 
here in very difficult to read handwriting are words that appear to be the 
Clerk’s final notation on this case as follows: 


“Sam Tipton (not legible) appear states (but this word is questionable) 
he owed him. Nous (knows) of 4 other persons owing him.” 


July 22, 1820 


W. B. Carter ) 
Vs. ) 
John Olover ) 


Warrant returned by J. Royston. Judgement for Plaintiff $3.00. Execution 
issued to J. Royston 11 September 1820. Column 9 and 10 has entry that 
“nothing found October 1820.” H. Robinson “Satisfied C. A. Dancy.” 

There is also an entry here extending across columns 4 through 10 on this 
case and the preceding two cases above this case as follows: 


“S (and Saml) Tipton and A. M. Carter Commissioners of Duffield 
Academy”? 
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This is an apparent reference to Duffield Academy, the first educational 
institution which began in the county in about 1806 to 1809. Early trustees 
included Alfred M. Carter and W. B. Carter. The meaning of this entry with 
the above case on John Oliver is a puzzle. 


May 5, 1821 

William Nave ) 

assignor of ) er 

Boprewer ) Judgment for Plt. for $3.61 satisfied in full by 
i ) GWC 17 July 1821. 

John Olover ) 


In addition to the above quoted excerpts from the Carter County Minutes 
from the Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions and the Execution 
Docket for the same Court, we found other information of great importance. 

First, the above Court references on John Oliver covers the years 1818- 
1821 and raise the question of whether this is my great-great-grandfather 
who our family tradition says was already in Cades Cove by about 1818. Our 
family’s dating of when John and Lurany moved to Cades Cove seems to 
come from the belief that they had only one child at that time. Mary, their 
first child was born in 1817 and the second, Martha, in 1819, meaning they 
arrived in Cades Cove prior to Martha’s birth in 1819. If this is the case, the 
above reference Court records are of another John Oliver. However, early in 
1983 we reviewed at the Tennessee State Archives the memoirs of Abraham 
Jobe, son of Joshua Jobe, who wrote that he, Abraham, was born in 1817 
and moved with his father from Carter County to Cades Cove in Blount 
County when he was four years old or 1821. This is the Joshua Jobe who was 
in the same company with my great-great-grandfather John Oliver in the 
War of 1812 and who, my grandfather wrote, persuaded John and Lurany 
Oliver to move with him to Cades Cove. Abraham Jobe said his father, 
Joshua, was a Deputy Sheriff of Carter County and we note entries in the 
above Court records of a J. Jobe serving in an official capacity as late as 
1821. In fact, Joshua Jobe has a case in the Carter County Court in 1823 and 
later in a 1829 case in which he is authorized to take depositions of certain 
witnesses in Blount County including Tiptons who lived in Cades Cove. This 
would not mean he still lived in Carter County in 1823-30, but does identify 
his continuing connection to Carter County up to 1829. Joshua Jobe’s wife 
was Ruth Tipton, a daughter of Thomas Tipton who was the son of Col. 
John Tipton. Abraham Jobe’s account of the trip to Cades Cove in 1821 and 
early life there in the 1820’s is extremely important as it indicates John Oliver 
did not arrive in 1818 as our people originally thought, but in 1821. If this is 
true, it also means that the John Oliver referenced above in the 1818-21 
Court records is very possibly our Cades Cove John Oliver. We will have 
more to say later about Joshua Jobe who moved from Cades Cove on to 
what is now the area of Ringold, Georgia in 1831. 
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THE WILL OF SAMUEL TIPTON, AUGUST 23, 1822 


Our second important finding in Carter County was the Will of Samuel 
Tipton dated August 23, 1822. Samuel Tipton (1752-1833) was a son of Col. 
John Tipton (1732-1813) and a Revolutionary War soldier who was very 
prominent in early Carter County and a large landowner. A pertinent 
portion of Samuel Tipton’s Will reads as follows: 


It is further my will that my Executors sell a tract of land of twenty acres 
including John Oliver’s improvement in Carter County, and appropriate the 
proceeds of the sale to the payment of my debts. 

I do further give and bequeath to my son, James I. Tipton, a tract of land in 
Cades Cove, Blount County, containing one hundred and fifty acres which 
land I bought of John Thurman... . 

I do further give my Executors power to sell my iron works and land 
connected therewith. ... 


This indicates that in 1822 a John Oliver had lived, or was living, on a 20 
acre tract belonging to Samuel Tipton in Carter County and the improve- 
ments are quite likely a reference to John’s house with possibly outbuildings 
such as a barn used in farming. Was this our Cades Cove John Oliver? The 
following case can be made that it may have been the same man. 

1) We know our Cades Cove John Oliver lived in Carter County with his 
wife, Lurany, and one or more children during 1814-18 and likely up to 1821. 
It could be contended that there were other John Olivers in Carter County at 
this time in 1822. True enough, but with one exception noted below, no 
records were found to support this. The Carter County John Oliver who 
gave the affidavit in 1873 regarding Lurany’s marriage to John in 1814 was 
born in 1807 and would have been only 11-15 years old during this 1818-21 
period. So, this reference certainly was not to him. Also, all Court references 
to John Oliver abruptly stop in 1821, indicating he was not living there. In 
this connection, we note the last two entries in the Execution Docket on 
John in 1820 and 1821 show writs of execution were delivered to the sheriff, 
but “nothing was found.” This indicates that this John Oliver had departed 
the county at the same time our John was moving to Cades Cove over 100 
miles south. Also, note the first entry in 1819 designates John Oliver to work 
on the road which was the standard practice at that time to keep up the 
public roads. Road upkeep no doubt entailed hard physical labor calling for 
young men with strong backs, a description that appears to fit our Cades 
Cove John Oliver, about 30-40 years of age at that time, and as my 
grandfather wrote, was “strongly builtup.” The point is that it is unlikely the 
Court would detail an old man for this work although old men remained 
physically active in their later years; and, all this is by way of saying that our 
John Oliver (1780/90-1863) was in Carter County and very likely is 
connected with the John referred to in Samuel Tipton’s 1822 Will; and, 
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2) Another indication which strengthens our assumption is the physical 
presence of our John Oliver (1780/90-1863) close to Samuel Tipton’s farm 
during this period. As previously discussed, the 1819 Carter County Court 
Minutes of the Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions detailed John 
Oliver and George Oliver to work on “the public road from the dividing 
ridge between Gap Creek and Doe River to the dividing ridge between Doe 
River and Watauga River.” Doe River approaches Elizabethton from the 
south and is separated by ridges from Gap Creek to the west and Watauga 
River to the east. Today the Gap Creek Road connects Doe River with Gap 
Creek to the west and the Siam Road connects Doe River with Watauga 
River to the east. These roads intersect with Doe River on the south side of 
present day Elizabethton about one-half mile from what we believe was the 
location of the 20 acre tract with “John Oliver improvements” referenced in 
Samuel Tipton’s 1822 Will. Tipton’s Will called for his executor to sell this 
20 acre tract to pay his debts when he died. However, no reference was found 
to a 20 acre tract in the administration of his estate when he died in 1833. 
But, in 1832 he sold a 20 acre tract to his children which could be this same 
tract of land. This tract was on the Doe River running up and down the river 
near Tipton’s home. In fact, one corner of the tract is described as, “thence 
down the middle of said (Doe) River with its meanders to a stake nearly 
opposite the house in which Sam’! Tipton now lives... .” A large tree still 
standing marks the home of Samuel Tipton and gives us a definite location 
of this tract on the west bank of Doe River in present Elizabethton. This is 
directly across Doe River from the original “Old Town” Elizabethton which 
Tipton founded on land he then owned. Tipton’s home stood on the west 
bank of Doe River and on his large farm. A historical marker identifies the 
old poplar tree and reads as follows: 


In 1772 the first Court west of the Alleganies was held under this tree. 


This 20 acre tract was well located and valuable which argues that it is the 
same 20 acres Tipton directed in his 1822 Will be sold to pay his debts on his 
death. It appears from the description of this 20 acre tract in his 1832 deed 
that this land had been held by Tipton to control this section of Doe River as 
a water power source including a mill race and sawmill and grist mill opera- 
tions mentioned. Many of the numerous calls in the deed mark a line 
running only one rod (164 feet) from the edge of the water. If our John 
Oliver, or his father’s family, lived on this 20 acre tract, one would be 
tempted to assume his presence here was connected with Tipton’s operations 
powered by the river. However, the significant point here is that this tract of 
20 acres by Tipton’s home is only about one-half mile below the “public 
road” on which John and George Oliver were detailed to work in 1819, 
Persons detailed by the Court for road maintenance were normally selected 
from men living in the immediate vicinity of the road. This strongly suggests 
a family connection between “the John Oliver improvements” on Tipton’s 
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20 acre tract of land in his 1822 Will and John Oliver, detailed to work ona 
public road some one-half mile away in 1819; and, 

3) Samuel Tipton was, as we have mentioned above, a large landowner 
who also owned a one-third interest in an ironworks on Doe River which he 
included in his 1822 Will. My grandfather wrote (Chapter II) that John 
Oliver, while living in Carter County, was a collier (ironworker) and farmer 
— that he “burned coal in large quantities for forge purposes to make iron.” 
This raises the possibility that John’s work as a collier was in connection 
with Tipton’s Ironworks. These are extremely important bits of information 
and to understand their significance in our research of John Oliver (1780/90- 
1863) of Carter County and Cades Cove, Tennessee, we need to review early 
iron making in America. By this time in 1810-20, the old, small open furnace 
used in colonial times had been replaced by the cold-blast furnace. This 
furnace, some 20-30 feet high, had an outside shell of rock lined with 
firebrick. It was filled with a mixture of iron ore, limestone and charcoal and 
fired at the bottom. The fire was driven by a blast of cold air piped through a 
blower pipe from a bellows powered by an overshot waterwheel. The molten 
iron was collected in a reservoir in the bottom of the furnace where it was 
periodically released through a taphole to run out into sand molds. The 
process was continuous with iron ore, limestone and charcoal fed into the 
top of the furnace and molten iron drained off at intervals at the bottom. 
Coordination and operation of an iron furnace required a great amount of 
skill by the “Ironmaster.” Samuel Tipton is still remembered by his 
descendants as an Ironmaster. Obviously, a vital element for making iron 
was charcoal. Charcoal was produced by burning or charring wood with a 
carefully controlled fire. This is undoubtedly what my grandfather meant by 
saying that John burned coal for forge purposes used to make iron. Logs 
were usually cut in four or six foot lengths, then split and stacked vertically 
in two tiers around acenter pole resembling a mound. The outer surface was 
covered with earth with air holes spaced around the sides and an opening 
flue at the top. The right amount of air had to be regulated to keep the fire 
smoldering rather than flaming. The charcoal makers, called colliers, had to 
keep in close attendance day and night ever-ready to close the air holes to 
prevent the fire from getting out of control. It appears disaster was always 
close at hand. Historical accounts of this process, indicate the collier was 
often an independent operator buying timber from landowners, making the 
charcoal and selling to an ironworks. This appears to be John Oliver’s 
situation in Carter County before he moved in 1821 and provides a reason- 
able explanation of his relation to Samuel Tipton. This could also explain 
the numerous court actions in which John is involved in this period. The 
Tipton Ironworks would consume a constant supply of charcoal requiring 
John to purchase large amounts of timber from surrounding landowners 
making him a middle man operator. If he had failed to receive timely 
payment for his charcoal, or had losses due to burnouts in his operations, or 
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for whatever reason failed to meet his payments to timber owners or perhaps 
persons working for him, he would no doubt be sued by them. These 
lawsuits indicate that his economic situation in 1818-21 was precarious and 
may explain his move to Cades Cove, Tennessee in 1821. Also, his business 
operations in making charcoal probably suffered from his lack of education, 
compounding his problems. Illiteracy, then as now, was the curse of the 
poor. John’s charcoal operation called for skills in mathematics, book- 
keeping, trading, negotiating, scheduling and other business abilities, the 
lack of which would seriously limit his success. This may have contributed to 
his decision to move on to Cades Cove with its promise of rich farm land. 

Samuel Tipton is listed as security for the Judgment against John in 1819 
and a Tipton appears as security for the 1818 Judgment, probably also 
Samuel. This appears to support the possibility that they were associated in 
the ironmaking operation. With Tipton buying his charcoal from John, the 
source of John’s income was under Tipton’s control. 

One other point should be noted here regarding Tipton’s Ironworks. In his 
1822 Will he stated that he owned one-third interest in the ironworks on Doe 
River built by “James Lacy, Thomas Tipton and myself,” including the third 
part of all land connected therewith. This indicates that the ironworks was 
not located on the 20 acre tract containing the “John Oliver’s improve- 
ments,” but on a separate tract of land. Tipton owned all of the 20 acre tract, 
but only a third part of the land on which the ironworks was located. This 
strengthens the inference that the “John Oliver improvement” was a dwelling 
house and possibly outbuildings or sheds used in farming rather than some 
structure or facility associated with charcoal production or the ironworks. 
Tipton owned a large farm adjacent to this 20 acre tract which, along with 
my grandfather’s statement that John was a farmer in Carter County, 
supports this inference; and, 

4) We know from Samuel Tipton’s 1822 Will that he owned land in Cades 
Cove, Tennessee. This indicates that Cades Cove with its new lands and 
opportunities was well known in Carter County at this time and possibly of 
considerable interest to Samuel Tipton’s tenants. Many Carter County 
families, including the Cables and Tiptons, moved to Cades Cove. The point 
here is that the Carter County Tipton-Cades Cove connection strengthens 
the case that the “John Oliver improvements” referred to in Samuel Tipton’s 
1822 Will is of our Cades Cove John Oliver; and, 

5) Last, we find no record of John Oliver owning land in Carter County. 
Our Oliver tradition that he was very poor supports the possibility that he 
lived as a tenant. 

Here, we must emphasize again that the above is speculation and we may 
appear to be stretching this information for inferences. However, considering 
all the evidence so far presented, we feel it is reasonable to believe John 
Oliver and Lurany were in Carter County up to about 1821 when Abraham 
Jobe says his father moved to Cades Cove. A descendant of Joshua Jobe 
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told us their family tradition was that Joshua was one of the first settlers in 
Cades Cove. This lends support to our Oliver tradition that John Oliver, 
who came with Joshua Jobe to Cades Cove and who remained after Jobe left 
in 1831, was the Cove’s first permanent white settler. 


THE MARRIAGE BOND FOR AGNES OLLIVER AND HIRAM 
BROWN, MARCH 24, 1810 


The earliest record of an Oliver in Carter County was the discovery of a 
marriage bond for Agnes Olliver and Hiram Brown dated March 24, 1810, 
with William Hughes, Security. Was this Agnes Oliver a sister to our great- 
great-grandfather, John Oliver (1780/90-1863)? Although an exhaustive 
search was made of Carter County records, as well as, census records from 
1820-1850 of Tennessee and surrounding states, no trace could be found of 
this Hiram Brown and his wife, Agnes Oliver at this time. However, 
considering the likelihood that only one Oliver family was living in this small 
county in 1810, this marriage raised the presumption that Agnes and John 
were brother and sister. Agnes was probably from 18 to 21 years of age when 
she married in 1810, about the same age as John who married in 1814. This 
indicates that their parents were living in Carter County as early as 1810. 
This was our first evidence of John Oliver’s family in Carter County and of 
great significance in our research. It seems reasonable to assume that John 
Oliver was one of several children following the pattern of large families in 
1810 — perhaps as many as 6-8 brothers and sisters. If this family was still 
together at this time, as Agnes and John’s ages indicate, marriages of the 
girls would be expected. So, with this evidence we proceded on the 
assumption that Agnes was John’s sister subject to further research. (See 
Chapter XIII for later research.) 


THE MARRIAGE BOND FOR JAMES PERRY AND POLLY 
OLLIVER, MAY 20, 1815 


Another discovery (in the Tennessee State Archives) of great significance 
in Carter County was a marriage bond dated May 20, 1815 between James 
Perry and Polly (nickname for Mary) Olliver. This bond reads as follows: 


State of Tennessee _) 

Carter County ) 

Know all men by these presents that we James Perry and John Olliver Senr. 
are held and firmly bound unto his Excellency Willie Blount Esquire Captain 
General, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the State aforesaid 
and his successors in office in the full and just sum of fifteen hundred dollars 
and void on condition that there be no impediment to obstruct marriage 
between James Perry and Polly Olliver. Witness our hands and seals this 20th 
day of May 1815. 


his 

/s/ James X_ Perry (Seal) 
mark 

/s/ John Oliver (seal) 
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MARRIAGE BOND OF POLLY (MARY) OLLIVER AND JAMES PERRY 
May 20, 1815 
JOHN OLLIVER, SENIOR, BONDSMAN 
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When I first saw this bond I was amazed and could hardly believe what I 
was reading. I asked one of the Tennessee State Archives experts of some 15 
years experience to read it and we both agreed the bondsman’s name read 
“John Olliver Senr” (Senior). This had enormous implications for our search 
because for the first time we had found a possible name for John Oliver’s 
(1780/ 90-1863) father. Let’s look at this in closer detail. 

The making of a bond, the act of legally obligating oneself in the amount 
of $1,500.00 in 1815 was no small matter, but of considerable importance — 
demanding at the least that the Court Clerk or County official before whom 
it was taken accurately determine the correct name and identification of the 
persons signing the bond. If there were in that small community in Carter 
County in 1815 two men named John Oliver, the one father to the other, it 
would be of the utmost importance to properly identify the one signing the 
bond. Obviously, this was accomplished by writing senr. or Senior after the 
father John Oliver’s name. If our analysis is correct, this tells us that in 1815 
a John Oliver, Senior, who had ason, John Oliver, Jr., was living or visiting 
in Carter County. We know, of course, that our John Oliver of Cades Cove 
was there at that time about age 25-35. Certainly he was not a Senior, having 
married Lurany only the year before in 1814. Further, he could not write and 
signed his name with an X. It is, of course, within the realm of possibility 
that two John Oliver Seniors were living in Carter County at this time. 
However, these pioneer communities were small and with no evidence to the 
contrary, this is statistically remote. One historian gives the male population 
of Carter County in 1810 as slightly less than 2,000 for the entire county. 
This evidence is persuasive and we may have found the best clue that now 
exists of the identity of my great-great-great-grandfather. Also, the Polly 
(Mary) Oiliver marrying James Perry very likely was the daughter of John 
Oliver, Senior, which would make her a sister to Agnes Oliver and to our 
John Oliver. At this time, we made an extensive search for this James Perry 
family in later Tennessee and Georgia census records down to 1880 without 
success. (See Chapter XIV for later research.) 

We cannot rule out the possibility that this John Oliver, Senior, is the 
John Oliver referenced in Samuel Tipton’s 1822 Will. Our Cades Cove 
Oliver tradition held that John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) was born and raised in 
Carter County, Tennessee. We now know that John came to Carter County 
from North Carolina, but the general impression left with his descendants 
that the family, i.e., his father and mother, brothers and sisters, lived in 
Carter County is important. If so, there must have been an old Oliver home- 
place somewhere in Carter County in 1815 and a reference to a John Oliver 
home there in 1822 makes such a connection quite possible. 

There is another clue in this marriage bond that we will come back to in 
later chapters. John Oliver, Senior, signed his name. On the surface this may 
appear the norm, but quite the opposite was the case. Most of these men and 
women could not read or write. We must remember this was frontier country 
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in Tennessee and North Carolina in the 1750 to 1815 time period when this 
John Oliver, Senior, would have grown up and lived. Education facilities 
were extremely limited and the incidence of illiteracy among children born in 
North Carolina and Tennessee in this early period was, judging from our 
review of thousands of records, deeds, wills, marriages and certificates, etc. 
very high. So for a man in 1815, apparently of the age to have grown 
children, to be able to write, marked him as the exception and gives us 
another clue. Of less value, but still important, is the specimen of his hand- 
writing his signature provides and the perhaps remote possibility of com- 
paring this handwriting with another John Oliver signature at another time 
and place. 

We should also consider here the story told by Lurany, my great-great- 
grandmother, that she once remembered seeing her husband John’s parents, 
that they were very old and his father was a small man. This seems to 
support the possibility that John’s parents were living in Carter County at 
this time. With the only transportation by horse and wagon, or on foot, and 
considering that Lurany was a poor bound girl before her marriage and that 
both she and John were very poor after they were married and living in 
Carter County in 1814 to 1821, we can infer that Lurany probably did not 
travel far beyond her local community. The rugged, high mountains 
separating Carter County, Tennessee from North Carolina and South 
Carolina to the east and the long distances involved would seem to rule out 
the possibility she traveled alone or with John to these states to see John’s 
parents. The same reasoning would apply after Lurany and John moved on 
to Cades Cove in 1821. However, if John’s parents lived in Carter County 
during this period, Lurany should have had numerous occasions to visit 
them and would not have recalled only seeing them one time unless they died 
or moved away in 1815. Of course, isolation of John or his parents in a small 
cove or inaccessible area within Carter County was also possible, explaining 
Lurany’s one visit or perhaps the one visit by John’s parents. We realize this 
borders on pure guesswork with little support. But, again it is one of those 
straws we would be remiss in this research to ignore. It does indicate that 
John’s parents were; (1) alive at this time, and (2) living within a reasonable 
distance — perhaps within Carter County. (See Chapter XVI.) 

If indeed, John Oliver’s parents lived on the 20 acre Samuel Tipton tract, 
they would be here probably in late life and could have died here. In that 
event, they could likely be buried nearby. The old Samuel Tipton Family 
Cemetery, called the Green Hill Cemetery, is located about a mile below this 
20 acre tract and the place where Samuel Tipton lived on what was at that 
time Tipton’s farm. At that time people were most frequently buried in 
family cemeteries. Many cemeteries in Carter County today began as small 
family cemeteries and still bear their family name. It would seem reasonable 
that tenants having no cemetery of their own would be buried in the land- 
lord’s family cemetery. The Green Hill Cemetery had markers for about 98 
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graves when first catalogued in the 1930’s. In addition, a number of old 
graves had no names, only field stone markers. Two of the earliest markers 
were for a Riet A. Jobe, born 1750, died 18 June 1812, and Harriet 
Fotzsimmons Jobe, died 12 July 1812. Samuel Tipton, born 7 June 1752, 
died 21 July 1833, and his wife, Susannah Reno Tipton, died 10 February 
1853, are buried here. From these grave markers we know the cemetery had 
been started at least by 1812, some two years before John Oliver, Senior, 
signed the marriage bond of Mary (Polly) Oliver and James Perry in 1815, 
and eight years before Samuel Tipton’s 1822 Will mentioning the John 
Oliver improvements on his 20 acre tract of land. The Riet Jobe buried here 
was likely a relative of Joshua Jobe, born 15 September 1785, son of David 
Jobe who came to this area about 1777 from Shenandoah County, Virginia. 
Our ancestor, John Oliver’s relation with Joshua Jobe in the War of 1812 
and later in 1821 when they both migrated to Cades Cove has been 
previously discussed. The inference here is that the Olivers, Tiptons and 
Jobes were living close together and were ail buried in this old Tipton 
Cemetery. There is no family history that John Oliver ever returned to visit 
in Carter County, Tennessee after he moved to Cades Cove in 1821, leading 
us to believe his parents may have died prior to 1821. If so, all these circum- 
stances considered, they could very well be buried in unmarked graves in The 
Green Hill (Tipton Family) Cemetery in the city of present day Elizabethton, 
Tennessee. (But, see Chapter XVI for later research.) 


DATES OF DEATH OF JOHN OLIVER (1780/90-1863) AND 
LURANY FRAZIER (1795-1888) 


According to the sworn declaration of Lurany Oliver made 23 September 
1873 to obtain a pension, John Oliver died 15 February 1863. This 
declaration was witnessed and certified by Smith Campbell and Elijah 
Oliver, the son of John and Lurany Oliver. Because this was an important 
record, made under oath by Lurany and Elijah only ten years after the fact, 
we believe it is the best existing evidence of the date of John’s death. Further 
confirmation of this date is contained in the affidavit of John R. Cooper and 
John Oliver’s son-in-law, Fredrick Shields, on 13 October 1873 that he died 
on 15 February 1863. 

My grandfather, writing in the 1930’s, gives John’s date of death as 1864. 
Lurany died 24 October 1888. Both are buried in the Old Primitive Baptist 
Church Cemetery in Cades Cove, Tennessee. 


SUMMARY COMMENT ON JOHN OLIVER, 1780/90-1863 


This brings us to the close of this chapter on John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) 
of Cades Cove and Carter County, Tennessee although he will remain the 
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central figure for the remainder of our research and this book. Our work on 
John at this point has taken us to Carter and Washington Counties, 
Tennessee and the discovery of significant information and some excellent 
clues for further research. Of great interest was the discovery of a George 
Oliver in the same Company with John Oliver in the War of 1812 and the 
reference in above listed Carter County Court records of a George Oliver 
with a striking parallel to John Oliver (1780/90-1863). Both were road hands 
together in Carter County on the same road in 1819 indicating they were of 
comparable ages, living close together. Also, both were repeatedly named in 
suits seeking recovery for debts suggesting a possible business relation 
between them, a hypothesis we have already discussed. Who was this George 
Oliver and what was his relation to John, if any? We recall again our family 
tradition that John had a younger brother, James, with him in Cades Cove 
who later moved on to Georgia, and my father’s oral history that John also 
had a brother who deserted during the War of 1812 — he thought this 
brother’s name could be Charles, but he did not know. We also know John 
named his first son George. Considering all this, we enthusiastically turned 
our efforts to fully researching all the possible areas for the history of James 
Oliver who moved to Georgia and this George Oliver of Carter County, 
Tennessee. Both are the subjects of Chapter V and VI. 

Finally, the more IJ learn of my great-great-grandfather, John Oliver 
(1780/ 90-1863), the greater appreciation I have for the ordeal of his life and 
times and my respect for him. In war, as a militiaman in the War of 1812, he 
had faced the supreme test at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend, being, as he said, 
the second man to cross the walls (breastwork). General Jackson was to 
write of this desperate assault four days later “. .. I now determined upon 
taking possession of their works by storm.... The regular troops .... were 
presently in possession of the nearer side of the breastwork; and, the militia 
accompanied them in the charge with a vivacity and firmness which could 
not have been exceeded and has seldom been equalled by troops of any 
description.” 

In peace he was a man of honor. I recall again and again the words written 
by his grandson, Elder William Howell Oliver: 


My grandfather was known far and near for his honesty, truthfulness, 
uprighteousness and his Christianity. He was active in religion always attending 
his meetings. He sometimes would talk in public, was able in prayers. He was 
sincere in all things and confidenced by all who knew him. 


Few words could tell us more about him as a man or elevate him higher in 
the councils of men of any period. 
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APPENDIX A 
Brief of Contents of Military Records 
of 
John Oliver, 1780/90-1863, Cades Cove, Blount County, Tennessee 
From The National Archives, Washington, DC 


1. 6 August 1814 — Power of Attorney of John Oliver: 

Know all men by these presents that I John Oliver of the County of Carter 
and State of Tennessee one of the Drafted Militia who performed a tour of 
duty against the hostil Creek Indians in the winter and spring of Eighteen 
hundred and fourteen and who was regularly enrolled in the Company of 
Adam Winsell Captain on said tour of duty do authorize nominate and 
constitute Jno. G. Eason of the town of Jonesborough my lawful attorney to 
ask demand an receive of the paymaster of the United States or any person 
who may be appointed to pay off the Troops my pay and execute for me and 
in my name a Rect for the same in as full and ample a manner as I would have 
a right to do were I present hereby ratifying and confirming whatever my said 
attorney shall do in the premises in testimony whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and affixed my seal this 6th day of August 1814 


his 
Jno X Oliver (Seal) 
mark 
Witnesses 
John Patton Acknowledged before me 
Isaac McClellan John Patton Justice of the Peace 


State of Tennessee ) On the Date of the execution of 
Washington County ) the within Power of Attorney 


John Oliver appeared before me John Patton Justice of the Peace for 
Washington County and acknowledged it to be his act and Deed for the 
purposes therein contained given under my hand this the 22th Day of March 
1816. 

John Patton 

Justice of the Peace 


2. 10 April 1851 — Declaration of John Oliver: 

State of Tennessee, County of Blount, on this l0th day of April 185! 
personally appeared before me, one of the Justices of the Peace within and for 
the County and State aforesaid, John Oliver aged sixty years, a resident of 
Blount County in the State of Tennessee, who being duly sworn according to 
law declares that he is the identical John Oliver who was a Private in the 
Company commanded by Captain Vincent in the regiment of Tennessee 
Militia commanded by Col. Bunch in the War with Great Britain declared by 
the United States in June 1812. That he was drafted at Knoxville, Tenn on or 
about the 11th day of January 1814 for the term of six months and continued 
in actual service in said War for the term of four months and one half and was 
honorably discharged at Knoxville, Tennessee 1814 and that he sold his 
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original certificate of discharge. He makes this declaration for the purpose of 
attaining the bounty land to which he may be entitled under the act granting 
bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
military service of the United States, passed September 28th, 1850. 
his 
John X_ Oliver 
mark 


Sworn to and subscribed before me the day and year above written and I 
hereby certify that I believe the said John Oliver to be the identical man who 
served as aforesaid, and he is of the age above stated. 


Danl D. Foute J.P. 


10 May 1851 — Letter to Commissioner of Pensions: 
Sir, 

Enclosed you will find the declaration of John Oliver who claims bounty 
land. If the claim is allowed you will please forward to me a warrant for the 
same. 

Very Respectfully 
J. A. McHarny [7] 


18 March — Declaration: 


In order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed 3rd of March 
1855 
State of Tennessee ) 

County of Blount ) 

Be it known on this the 18 day of March AD 1855, personally appeared 
John Oliver and made oath in due form of law that he is the identical person 
who was the recipient of a____ acre Land Warrant under the Act of Congress 
of 28th of September 1850 extended by the Act of 22 of March 1852 and for 
further proof refers the Department to the papers now on file in the Pension 
Office and these which accompany this declaration. Further by these presents 
I do hereby nominate, constitute and appoint James W. Newman of the 
County of Knox, my true and lawful attorney in my name, place and ____ to 
prosecute my claim under the Act of Congress of March 3rd 1855 with full 
power of substitution and revocation. 

his 
John X _ Oliver 
mark 
Witnesses 
Walter Gregory 
William Oliver 


4 June 1857 — Affidavit of John Olliver: 

Appeared John Olliver, Blount County, Tennessee, “aged about 70 years” 
who stated he was a private in Capt. Adam Vincent’s Company in the 
Regiment of Militia commanded by Col. Bunch in General Dohertys in the 
War of 1812. That he mustered into service at Knoxville about If Jan 18___ 


for six months and was in the war six months being discharged at Knoxville 
(Tenn.). That he has already received one Land Warrant for 80 acres which he 
has disposed of. That he makes this declaration for the purpose of obtaining 
additional bounty land under Act (of Congress) approved 3 March 1855. That 
his previous application for this second Land Warrant was returned for 
additional evidence which this declaration provides. 

his 

John X_ Oliver 

mark 

Certified Dan’l B. Lawson 
and James Green 


7 July 1857 — Auditor’s Note, Commissioner of Pensions, Washington, D.C. 
Re-examined Bounty Land Claim: 

John Oliver, Capt. Adam Winsell’s Company, Col. Allison’s Regiment 
from the Sth January until the 18 May 1814, Expiration of Service, ‘no 
evidence of rolls for Capt. Adam Vincent, Tenn Mil’. 


13 October 1857 — Affidavit of John Oliver, Blount County, Tennessee 


Stating that: “. .. he supposes that he was mistaken in the pronunciation of 
his Captain’s name mentioned in his application for Bounty Land No. 182994. 
That his Captain’s name, as well as he recollected at the time, was called 
Vincel or Vincent, but supposes his proper name was Winsell — he is well 
satisfied that he performed the service as stated in his application, and also 
that the Captain is one and the same man, notwithstanding he may have been 
mistaken in the pronunciation of his name.” 

his 
John X_ Oliver 
mark 
Daniel D. Foute 
Justice of the Peace, Blount County, Tennessee. 


August 1873 — Undated letter from James L. Bradley, Clerk of Court, Carter 
County, Tennessee to Messrs. McGinley and Hood, Esquires, Maryville, Tenn. 


I received yours of the ___ requesting me to send you the Marriage Certifi- 
cate of John Oliver to Larania Frazur. | have made strict search for them and 
I cannot find license. There was no record kept in the office at that day. Since 
I have been searching for the license one Joseph Taylor, an old man, came 
into the office. I asked him if he ever knew anything about Oller. He said did, 
that he knew him well and that he once went with Oller when went a courting 
this lady that he afterwards married, but did not see them married and that 
when Oller married he lived in the settlement sometime before he moved off 
from this county. 

T have made this inquiry and if Taylor’s evidence will be worth anything in 
processing a pension in the case, send me such form as you may think proper 
(and) I will attend it immediately and you can pay me whatever you see 
proper. 

Yours Respectfully 
James L. Bradley, Clerk 
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9, 


10. 


11. 


1 September 1873 — Affidavit 
Affidavit of John Oliver, age 66, and Joseph Taylor, age 75, both of 

Carter County, Tennessee, who certified they were personally well ac- 
quainted with John Olliver, decd., who was a private in Capt. Bartley Boyd’s 
Company of Tennessee Militia in the War of 1812 and knew of their own 
personal knowledge that John Olliver was married to Larana Frazier in 
April 1814 in Carter County, Tennessee. Although not present, they lived 
within a short distance. 

his 

Signed John X_ Oliver 
mark 
Joseph Taylor 


Sworn to and subscribed before James Bradley, Clerk, County Court. 


23 September 1873 — Declaration of Widow 


Lurena Oliver, age 77, for Pension stated she was the widow of John 
Oliver who was drafted in Capt. Bartley Boyd’s Company, Tennessee Militia 
and served the full sixty days military service in the War of 1812 and was 
engaged in the Battle of Horseshoe. That she was married to John Oliver on 
28 April 1814 by ____ Stewart, Esq. at Carter County, Tennessee. That John 
Oliver died 15 February 1863. That application is made under the provisions 
of Act of Congress approved 14 February 1871 and that she hereby appoints 
R. N. Hood her attorney to prosecute her claim. 

her 


Signed Lurena X _ Oliver 
mark 


Attest: 
J.C. McKinzie 
E. Goddard 


Witnessed and certified Elijah Oliver and Smith Campbell. 


13 October 1873 — Affidavit 

Affidavit of Lurana Olliver, wife of John Olliver dec’d, late Private of 
Capt. Bartley Boyd’s Company, Tennessee Militia, War of 1812. She cannot 
furnish a copy of her marriage license, the Clerk of Court of Carter County 
having advised no such record on file in his office. Affidavits of two 
witnesses to the ceremony cannot be furnished as no person who was an 
eyewitness to marriage is living. 

her 


Lurana X_ Oblliver 
mark 


Attest: 
John R. Cooper 
Elijah Oliver 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


Ei. 


18. 


13 October 1873 — Affidavit 
Affidavit of John R. Cooper and Fredrick Shields that John Oliver, late 
of Capt. Bartley Boyd’s Company, Tennessee Militia, War of 1812, died in 
Cades Cove, Tennessee on the 15th day of February 1863. Affiants further 
state that they saw the said John Oliver after he was dead. 
Signed John R. Cooper 
Fredrick Shields 
Sworn and subscribed to before Daniel 
B. Lawson, Justice of the Peace 


28 February 1874 — Letter 

Pension Office, Department of the Interior, letter to Third Auditor 
requesting official evidence of enrollment, muster, service and duty of John 
Oliver in Capt. Boyd’s Company, Tennessee Militia, War of 1812. Claim No. 
10656. 


2 March 1874 — Letter 

Letter from Third Auditor’s Office, Treasury Department to Commis- 
sioner of Pensions with the information that the name of John Oliver was 
not borne on the Rolls of Capt. Richard Boyd’s Company of Tennessee 
Militia. 
7 March 1874 — Internal Pension Office Note: 


Returned to the Hon. Third Auditor. Please examine for service of 
‘John Oliver’ in Capt. Bartley Boyd’s Tennessee Militia. 


10 March 1874 — Letter from Third Auditor, Treasury Dept. 
To the Commissioner of Pensions that, “there are no Rolls of Capt. 
Bartley Boyd’s Company of Tennessee Militia, War of 1812, on file in 
this office.” 


17 March 1874 — Pension Office, Washington D.C. Letter 
To R. Hood, Esq., Maryville Tennessee advising there are no Rolls of 
Captain Bartley Boyd’s Company, Tennessee Militia and requesting correct 
name of Captain of Company or Colonel of the Regiment in which John 
Oliver served along with number of Land Warrants issued for service. 
Signed Commissioner 


1 April 1874 — Letter 

Letter from Attorney R. N. Hood, Maryville, Tennessee, to Commissioner 
of Pensions, Washington, D. C. replying to letter of March 17, 1874 of the 
Commissioner requesting the correct name of Company John Oliver served 
in during the War of 1812. Letter advised that John Oliver’s widow says that 
if he did not serve in Capt. Bartley Boyd’s Company, Tennessee Militia, it 
must have been Capt. Vincent or Vinson’s or Capt. Doherty or Dougherty’s 
Company. John Oliver received two Land Warrants, but oweing to the long 
lapse of time and the age of Mrs. Oliver she cannot remember the No. of the 
Land Warrants nor the Captain of his Company. 


Signed R.N. Hood 
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19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


6 April 1874 — Letter 
Letter from Commissioner of Pensions to Third Auditor, Treasury 
Department: 
Please examine for service of John Oliver in Capt. Daugherty or 
Doherty’s Co., Tennessee Militia. 


7 April 1874 — Letter 
Letter to Commissioner of Pensions from Auditor, Treasury Department: 
There are no Rolls of Captains Vinson, Vincent or Dougherty’s 
Company of Tennessee Militia, War of 1812, on file in this office. 


24 August 1874 — Letter 

Follow-up letter from Mr. Hood, Esq., to Commissioner of Pensions 
advising requirement of proof of cohabitation by two witnesses already 
forwarded. 


Signed R.N. Hood 


31 August 1874 — Certification 

Certification by Daniel B. Lawson, Postmaster, Cades Cove, Tennessee, 
that Elijah Oliver and Smith Campbell, witnesses to the Lurana Oliver for 
Pension are persons of undoubted good character for trust and veracity and 
that their statements are worthy of full faith and credit. 


19 July 1875 — Internal Pension Office Memo 

Noted that Claim of Lurena Oliver of Cades Cove, Tennessee, widow of 
John Oliver, Capt. B. Boyd’s Company, Tennessee Militia, deceased Feb- 
ruary 15, 1863, was rejected July 19, 1875 for want of evidence of marriage 
prior to February 17, 1815. Reopened November 7, 1876. 

Another Pension Office Memo entitled Brief of Claim for a Widow’s 
Pension stated that, 

“Claimant having been requested at different times to file evidence of 

marriage prior to February 17, 1815 and not having replied, the claim 

is rejected for want of such evidence and presumptive abandonment.” 


19 May 1876 — Affidavit 


Affidavit of John Thomas, age 78, and wife, Elizabeth, age 73, that John 
Oliver was married to Lurena Frazier before the War of 1812 and long 
before February 17, 1815. That they were neighbors in Carter County and 
knew that Lurena remained in her home while John Oliver was away during 
the war. That after he returned they continued to live and cohabit together 
as husband and wife until his death. That after the war the Olivers and the 
affiants moved to Blount County, Tennessee. 


Signed John Thomas 


her 
Elizabeth X Thomas 
mark 
Witness: Nathan Birchfield 


25, 


26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 
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29 May 1876 — Letter 

Letter to Pension Office, Dept. of the Interior to R. N. Hood, Esq., 
Maryville, Tennessee, advising that in the Pension Claim No. 10656 of 
Lurena Oliver, under Act of 14 February 1871, the witnesses Elijah Oliver 
and Smith Campbell are required to state under oath their ages, Post Office 
address, the period of their acquaintance with claimant and any other fact by 
which they certify to her loyalty (to the U.S. during the Civil War) and 
identity — this letter to be returned with evidence. 


29 May 1876 — Letter 

Letter by Pension Office, Department of the Interior to Third Auditor, 
Treasury Department requesting examination of the Rolls of Capt. Winsell’s 
Company, Tennessee Militia, for service of John Oliver. 

“In former report — you stated service in Capt. Winsell’s Company 

from 5 January 1814 to 26 May 1815.” 


29 May 1876 — Letter 

Letter from Pension Office, Department of the Interior, Washington, 
D.C. to R. N. Hood, Esq., Maryville, Blount County, Tennessee, regarding 
Pension Claim of Lurana Oliver, No. 10656, advising that the name of John 
Oliver was not borne on the Rolls of Capt. Richard Boyd’s Company, 
Tennessee Militia and there were no Rolls of Capt. Vincent or Dougherty’s 
Company on file. That one John Oliver served in a different company and 
received two Land Warrants. Letter requested that for the purpose of 
identifying the service, claimant was to file a paper containing a signature of 
claimant, or if unable to do so, state where he resided when he applied for 
Bounty Land from 1850 to 1857. 


29 August 1876 — Affidavit 

Affidavit of Nathan Burchfield, age 46, and Henry Shields, age 63, who 
say they have known Lurena Frazier for over thirty years, that she was loyal 
to U.S. during late war, that John Oliver did receive land warrants and that 
Lurena cannot write her name nor could John Oliver write his name. 


Signed Nathan Burchfield 
his 
Attest: George W. Powell Henry X ponelds 
W. W. Goddard mar 


25 September 1876 — Letter 

Letter from Pension Office, Department of the Interior, Washington, 
D.C. to R. N. Hood, Esq., Maryville, Blount County, Tennessee, stating 
that the witnesses Elijah Oliver, Smith Campbell, Nathan Burchfield and 
Henry Shields are required to state under oath their post office address and 
return this letter with the evidence. 


26 October 1876 — Affidavit 

Affidavit of Elijah Oliver, age 50, Nathan Burchfield, age 55, and Henry 
Shields, age 63, of Cades Cove, Blount County, Tennessee who hereby 
affirmed their address and expression of no interest in Lurana Oliver’s 
application for pension. 
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31. 


32. 


33. 


34. 


26 November 1876 — Statement 
Sworn statement of Smith Campbell that his office address is Maryville, 

Blount County, State of Tennessee, and that he has no interest in the claim 
of Lurana Oliver, widow of Jno. Oliver, dec’d, for widow’s pension, War of 
1812 #10656. 

his 

Signed Smith X Campbell 
mark 


22 December 1876 — Pension Office Record 
Pension Office, Department of the Interior, Record of Widow’s Pension 
for Lurena Oliver, Tennessee, widow of John Oliver, Capt. Adam Winsell’s 
Company, Tennessee Militia. Rate of Pension $8.00 per month, commencing 
February 14, 1874, Certificate dated December 16, 1876 and sent to Pension 
Agent December 22, 1876. Act of 14 February 1871. 
Signed: William L. Cooke, Clerk 


Undated Pension Office Record: 

Soldier — Oliver, John, Claim W.C. 6844 

War of 1812 

Bounty Land Warrants 31577 and 46352 

Service: Capt. Adam Winsell’s Tennessee Militia 

Enlisted January 5, 1814, Discharged May 26, 1814 

Residence of Soldier 1851 and 1857 — Cades Cove, Blount County, 
Tennessee 

Widow — Oliver, Lurena, Claim W10656 

Residence of Widow — Cades Cove, Blount County, Tennessee 

Maiden Name — Lurena Frazier 

Marriage of Widow and Soldier — April 28, 1814, Carter County, 
Tennessee 

Death of Soldier — February 15, 1863, Cades Cove, Blount County, 
Tennessee 


Undated Internal Pension Office Record 

Record of service of John Oliver in War of 1812: 

John Oliver, private, Capt. Adam Winsell’s Co., Reg. of East Tennessee 
Militia commanded by Col. Ewen Allison, appears on Company Pay Roll 
for Jan. 10 to May 18, 1814. Roll dated May 26, 1814. Commencement of 
service January 5, 1814. Expiration of service May 26, 1814. Term of service 
charged 4 months and 22 days, pay per month 8 dollars. Amount of pay 37 
dollars 67 cents. Travel 8. 

John Oliver appears on Company Muster Roll for Company commanded 
by Adam Winsell for January 10 to May 18, 1814, Roll dated Knoxville, 
May 1814. When entered service — Jan. 5, 1814. For what time engaged 
—six months. When discharged — May 18, 1814. Present or absent — 
Present. Record includes following note: 

Note: Carter County 130 miles from Knoxville the place of discharge. 
The men are entitled to pay for five days for traveling to Knoxville 
where mustered into service. Distance home, 160 miles. 


35. 


36. 
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8 January 1937 — Letter 


Letter from W. Wayne Oliver to Gen. Frank T. Hines, Veterans Adminis- 
tration, Washington, D.C. requesting information on Military Records on 
John Oliver, Soldier in War of 1812, quoted in text. 


16 January 1937 — Letter 


Letter to W. Wayne Oliver from A. D. Hiller, Washington, D.C. quoted 
in text. 





Chapter IV 


Early Olivers of 
Washington County, Tennessee 


Washington County, Tennessee, the oldest county in the state, dates to 
1777 when the county was formed as part of North Carolina. Carter County 
was formed from part of Washington County in 1796. Living in Washington 
County from the early 1800’s were several Oliver families, all apparently 
related. Because Carter County joined Washington and the nearness of our 
Oliver people in Carter to these Oliver families in Washington County, there 
was the possibility that these two Oliver clans were related. In an effort to 
exhaust this possibility, we made a study of the Washington County Olivers 
which is reported in this Chapter. We collected all the available records we 
could find in Washington County on the Olivers who had lived there from 
the early 1800’s through the 1850 census. We were fortunate in that many of 
the early records for Washington County have been preserved. These records 
include early tax lists, wills, estate inventories and settlements, marriages, 
land records, Court minutes, cemetery listings and beginning in 1830, 
Federal Census reports. Also, we reviewed the land grants made here by 
North Carolina before Tennessee was admitted to the Union in 1796. 


EARLY RECORDS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE 


What follows is a record of the earliest Olivers we found; 


1) In Washington County Court Minutes for 1809, John Oliver is listed as a juror 
in seven cases in the February and May Sessions. Old records indicate that a James 
Oliver died in Washington County, Tennessee, 25 November 1794. 


2) William Oliver is listed as a juror for one case together with John Oliver on 5 
May 1809. 


3) The Court Minutes for the August Session 1814 has the following entry: 
Ordered that Samuel Oliver have leave of Administration on the Estate of 
Dixon Oliver, Dec’d and hath given bond and security as the law direct. 
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4) Early Tennessee Tax lists show two men named John Oliver in 1814 and one 
John Oliver in 1815 and 1819. 

5) Marriage Records show the following early marriages of Olivers in Washington 
County: 


John Oliver to Elizabeth Campbell 15 Feb 1824 
Lemuel Oliver to Polly Taylor 16 Mar 1824 
Ann Oliver to Thomas Linder 4 Dec 1824 
Thomas Oliver to Margaret Mitchell 16 Apr 1829 
Alexander Oliver to Nancy Duncome 23 Mar 1830 
Joseph Oliver to Charlotte Hutson 31 Oct 1833 
Wesley Oliver to Elizabeth Duncan 6 Mar 1834 
Teney Oliver to James Swaney 1 Jan 1834 
Dicey Oliver to John McCracken 22 Oct 1835 
C. Oliver to E. Starnes 17 Feb 1839 
William Oliver to P. Starnes 20 Oct 1840 
William Oliver to R. Cross 1 Dec 1845 


6) The earliest deed records for an Oliver were as follows: 


John L. Oliver from Wm. Stockhouse, 27 Dec 1830 
Some 18 deeds are recorded from 1836 to 1862 involving Olivers named 
John L., William, Jessie, W. A., Richard, Wm. and W. 


7) Court Minutes record appointment of road hands from 1830-1833 of the 
following Olivers: 


July 1830: John, Silas, Joseph, Benjamin, Thomas 

11 Oct 1830: Joseph, Spencer and John, son of William 

January and April 1831: Thomas, Benjamin and William 

July 1832: “Olivers that live on Henry Hails land.” 

1832: Jesse, Thomas, John, Benjamin, William, Alexander, Wesley 
1833: Jesse, Thomas, John, Joseph, Spencer, Alexander 


8) Court Minutes record the following cases: 


1833 — State vs. Mary Oliver, Dismissed 
1833 — State vs. Spencer Oliver 


9) Following are Washington County Tax Lists for 1830 and 1840: 


1830 — Joseph Oliver, | poll 
John Oliver, 1 poll 
Benjamin Oliver, | poll 
Thomas T. Oliver, | poll 
Spencer Oliver, 1 poll 
John, of Samuel, Oliver, 1 poll 
1840 — Alexander, | poll 
Richard Oliver, 1 poll 
Wesley Oliver, | poll 
William Oliver, 20 acres and | poll 
10) In 1830 and 1831, Washington County, Tennessee Court Minutes record an 
action which was the procedure used to take care of the poor of the county as follows: 
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October 11, 1830 — Ordered by the Court that the following persons as the 
poor of the county, Thos. Warmsley, Sam’ Russell, John Oliver, Hannah 
Floyd, Sarah Perkins, Roda Cox, Wm. Thoys, Nancy . . . for one year which 
was done to Wm. Slemmons for the sum of two hundred and four dollars and 


ninety-eight cents. 


October 10, 1831 — The poor of the county (to-wit) Thos. Warmsley, Nan 





Nicholas 





, Hannah Floyd, Wm. Thoys, Sam’ Russell, Wm. Cox, Wm. Oliver, 
, Richd Cooper, N. Fulks, Wm. Fulks, being set up to the 


lowest bidder was purchased by Joseph Battles for the sum of two hundred and 
twenty-seven dollars and fifty cents who gave bond and security as ordered by 


11) The first census for Washington County in 1830 contains the following 


the Court. 

Olivers: 
Samuel Oliver — age 70-80 
One male — Under 5 
Two males — 20-30 
One female — 60-70 
One female — 15-20 
Three females — 20-30 


Samuel Oliver 
Three males 
One female 
One female 
Three females 
One female 


NOTE: We question if the above is a duplication. 


Mrs. Mary Oliver 
One female 

One male 

One male 


John Lewis Oliver 
One male 

One male 

One female 


— age 70-80 
— 20-30 
— 60-70 
— 15-20 
— 20-30 
— 30-40 


— age 40-50 
— 20-30 
— 10-15 
— 20-30 


— age 30-40 
— Under 5 
— 5-10 

— 20-30 


12) In 1840 the census contains seven Olivers for Washington County as follows: 


William Oliver — age 80-90 
One male — 10-15 
Two males — 20-30 
One female — 50-60 
One female — Under 5 
One female — 5-10 
Four females — 15-20 
One female — 30-40 
Jesse Oliver — 20-30 
One male — 20-30 (in 
addition to 
Jesse) 
Two males — Under 5 
One female — 20-30 
Thomas Oliver — age 20-30 
One female — 40-50 
One female — 20-30 
John Oliver — age 40-50 
One male — Under 5 
Two males — 5-10 
Two males — 10-15 
One male — 15-20 
One female — 30-40 
One female — 10-15 


Alexander Oliver 
Two males 
Two males 
One female 
One female 


— age 30-40 
— Under 5 
— 5-10 

— 20-30 

— 5-10 
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Allen Oliver — age 20-30 
One male — Under 5 
One female —- 20-30 


Polly (Mary) Oliver — age 40-50 


One male — Under 5 
Two males — 20-30 
Wesley Oliver — age 20-30 
One male — Under 5 
One female — 20-30 
Three females — Under 5 
One female — 5-10 


13) The 1850 census gave the full name of each person and place of birth. The 
Olivers in Washington County follows: 


Richard Oliver 
Elizabeth J. 
Emory Mathis 


Catharine Oliver 
James 

Jesse 

Elizabeth J. 
Ross 

Martha E. 


Spencer Oliver 
Nancy 

Delila 

Sally 

William 
William Oliver 
Martha 

Mary E. 
Jackson 
Lawson 


Jesse Oliver 
Polly 

John 

Mary A. 
Eveline 
George 
David 


Cyrus Oliver 
Eliza 


Patsy Oliver 
Two females 
One female 
One male 


Spencer Oliver 
One male 

One male 

One female 
One female 
One female 
One female 
One female 


36 born Tennessee 
36 born Tennessee 


2 mos. born Tennessee 


24 born Tennessee 
1! born Tennessee 
6 born Tennessee 
4 born Tennessee 
3 born Tennessee 
2 born Tennessee 


40 born Tennessee 
47 born Virginia 
49 born Virginia 
45 born Virginia 
15 born Virginia 
38 born Tennessee 
30 born Tennessee 
6 born Tennessee 
3 born Tennessee 
1 born Tennessee 


49 born Tennessee 
46 born Tennessee 
19 born Tennessee 
18 born Tennessee 
13 born Tennessee 
11 born Tennessee 

7 born Tennessee 


30 born Tennessee 
30 born Tennessee 


— age 60-70 
— Under 5 
— 20-30 

— Under 5 
— age 20-30 
— 5-10 

— 10-15 

— 70-80 

— 5-10 

— 20-30 

— 30-40 

— 40-50 
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Josiah Oliver 31! born Tennessee 
Eliza 31 born Tennessee 
Margaret Allen 7 born Tennessee 
John L. Oliver 52 born Virginia 

Elizabeth 45 born Virginia 

Madison 18 born Tennessee 
Sarah 17 born Tennessee 
John Alvin 14 born Tennessee 
Urial 10 born Tennessee 
Elizabeth 7 born Tennessee 
Mary C. 2 born Tennessee 


ANALYSIS OF WASHINGTON COUNTY, 
TENNESSEE RECORDS 


At first glance the above information appears to tell us little about these 
Washington County Olivers that helps in our research for the parents of 
John Oliver (1780/90-1863) of Cades Cove, Tennessee. However, on closer 
inspection some inferences, though far-fetched, can be drawn that are 
extremely important. Unfortunately, we were not able to find any living 
descendants of these Olivers who had documented their genealogy. Conse- 
quently, we were left to make the best evaluation we could with these bits of 
information. 

First, we have references in these records to five men in Washington 
County who by reason of age and the date they appear could have been my 
great-great-great-grandfather, the father of John Oliver (1780/90-1863) of 
Cades Cove. These men are James, who died 1794; William, born 1740-50; 
Samuel, born 1750-60; John, a juror in 1809; and, Dixon, deceased 1814. We 
will next look at each of these men. 


JAMES OLIVER 


We have information that a James Oliver died in Washington County in 
1794. Because of the coincidence of time and place, we suspect he was related 
to the other Olivers who we find there. No other record of this James Oliver 
has been found and his identity is a mystery. Generally, we concluded that if 
we could connect the later Washington County Olivers from the 1809-1850 
period to our ancestor, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) of Cades Cove, Tennes- 
see, then this James Oliver, deceased 1794, would become a more important 
possibility. Without any firm evidence to go on, we must leave this clue to 
future researchers. As later chapters demonstrate, our John Oliver did not 
come to Tennessee until after 1800, which would tend to rule out James 
Oliver as his father. 
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WILLIAM OLIVER, 1740/50-1830/40 


William was born, 1740-50, based on his age in the 1830 census, and was 
probably a brother of Samuel. The William named as a juror in 1809 is 
probably the same William in the 1830 census and the 1831 list of the county 
poor. This William is also probably the William listed as father of John 
Oliver appointed as a road hand by the Court on 11 October 1830. The 
Court may have seen fit to identify this John as son of William to distinguish 
him from another John Oliver, perhaps the John, son of Samuel, or the John 
in the 1830 list of the poor. Our search indicated this was the only William 
Oliver in Washington County in 1830 of the age to have an adult son, John. 
Road hands were adult men. Also, this John appears to be the same as John 
L. who married in 1824, and who purchased land in December, 1830. In the 
1850 census, John L. Oliver gave his age as 52 and Virginia as his place of 
birth. This indicates his father, William, was from Virginia and did not come 
to Tennessee until after 1798. We later found the graves of John L. Oliver 
(April 11, 1797 - March 22, 1896) and his wife, Elizabeth Oliver (September 
13, 1806 - September 8, 1885), buried in Longmire Cemetery, Washington 
County, Tennessee. The 1830 census for William lists a female 50-60 who is 
presumably his wife and the same person as the Patsy Oliver, age 60-70, 
listed as head of a household in the 1840 census. William is not listed in the 
1840 census and probably died in the care of the county poor between 1831 
and 1840. Patsy does not appear in the 1850 census and we conclude she died 
between 1840-50. If William is the father of John L., born in Virginia 1797 as 
we have reasoned, he probably is not the father of our John Oliver (1780/90- 
1863) of Cades Cove, Tennessee. However, some of our people have specu- 
lated that our John’s father was named William, influenced perhaps by my 
father who in the 1950’s (see Chapter I) came to believe William, son of old 
Isaac of Roanoke, Virginia, could be his ancestor because of the frequency 
of the name William in our family. We have since learned that this Isaac, son 
of James Oliver of Amelia County, Virginia, was born 1745, and married 
August, 1775. His son William was born about 1777, making him too young 
(he would have been 13 in 1790) to be our John Oliver’s (1780/90-1863) 
father. Obviously, the Washington County William, born 1740-50, is not this 
man, but he could be a brother of Isaac, born 1745, who had a brother 
named William (James Oliver’s Will dated 28 February 1787, probated the 
same year in Amelia County, Virginia). Oliver W. Lienhard, deceased 1978, 
who did extensive research on the Virginia and Missouri Olivers, could never 
locate this William, brother of Isaac, son of James of Amelia County, 
Virginia, who it appears would have been born in the 1745-50 period imme- 
diately after his brother Isaac was born in 1745. 


lil 
SAMUEL OLIVER, MARCH 1761-1830/40 


If William was not our ancestor, what of Samuel, age 70-80 in the 1830 
census — born 1750-60? He is of the age to have been married and starting a 
family in the 1770-90 time period. The name Samuel Oliver appears four 
times in Washington County, once in 1814 as Administrator of the Estate of 
Dixon Oliver, twice in the 1830 census and once in the 1830 Tax List as 
father of John Oliver. It is apparent these two census listings in 1830 are 
duplications, a mistake we frequently found in early census records. The 
1814 and 1830 Samuels are probably the same man who together with 
William appear to have fathered over 20 children from 1800-1830. Samuel is 
not listed in the 1840 census and presumably died before 1840. However, his 
wife, the female age 60-70 in the 1830 census in his household is, we believe, 
the same female age 70-80 listed in the 1840 census in the household of 
Spencer Oliver, age 20-30. The females age 20-30, 30-40 and 40-50 in 
Spencer’s household generally match Samuel’s girls listed in the 1830 census. 
By the 1850 census, this female who is apparently Samuel’s wife and 
Spencer’s mother, is unlisted and presumably dead. Spencer gives his age in 
1850 as 40, born in Tennessee (1810). The females listed in his household in 
1850 appear to be the same girls in the 1840 census and we conclude are his 
sisters. They are Sally, age 45 (1805) born in Virginia; Nancy, age 47 (1803) 
born in Virginia; and, Delila, age 49 (1801) born in Virginia. This informa- 
tion permits the deduction that Samuel, father of these children, was in 
Virginia from at least as early as 1801 to Nancy’s birth in Virginia in 1805, 
and came to Tennessee prior to his son Spencer’s birth in Tennessee in 1810. 
This is supported by an application for pension by one Samuel Oliver of 
Washington County, Tennessee, 14 July 1836 on file in the National 
Archives. Samuel Oliver’s Declaration for Pension follows: 


State of Tennessee _) July Term of the Circuit 
Washington County ) Court of Washington County. 


Be it remembered that on this 14th day of July, 1836, before the Honorable 
Circuit Court of Law to and for the County and State aforesaid personally 
appeared SAMUEL OLIVER, aged seventy-five years, a resident of the 
County and State aforesaid and being desirous of availing himself of the 
provisions of the Act of Congress passed the Seventh of June 1832, made and 
subscribed the following declaration, to wit that he served in the Revolutionary 
War under the following named officers, to wit, that he was born in the State 
of Maryland at a place called Elk Ridge in the month of March, 1761, as stated 
to him by his parents, but of which he has no record, that his father resided in 
Maryland until declarent was about fourteen years of age and there removed to 
Fauquier County, Virginia, where he remained until the period of his being 
drafted as a militiaman of the Virginia troops which was in the year 1781 when 
Cornwallis was on his march from the South to Virginia when in the Spring of 
the year 1781 he was drafted in Fauquier County, Virginia. He was drafted for 
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a six months tour of duty placed under Captain John James of the Virginia 
Militia rendezvoused at the Court House in Fauquier; was put under Major 
James Wright and marched to _________—stthen was commanded by Gen. 
Washington ______—_ during the march of Cornwallis thru Virginia the Army 
to which declarent was attached to the Army under command of Gen. Wayne 
and served until the attack and seige of York Town and when Cornwallis 
surrounded declarent was attached to guard the prisoners to Albemarle and 
was as guard there two months which caused his time of service to have been 
out more than two months. He states that he entered under the draft for six 
months in the month of March preceding the surrender and served for more 
than two months after the surrender which surrender he thinks was in October 
1781 and caused him to serve eight months though he only was drafted for six, 
that he was discharged by his then Captain by order of the Commanding 
Officer, but in the lapse of time he has lost the same and has no record evidence 
of service. That he has no record evidence of his age nor is there any of his 
or fellow soldiers known to him nor can he after diligent search 
discover any one of his fellows now living at this late period but that George G. 
King and Thomas King, also persons known to him and he to them and by 
whom he can establish reputation of his service in the Revolutionary War. 
That he would have applied for a pension at an earlier day, but that he is aged, 
illiterate and resides distant from the source of legal information that there is 
no minister of the gospel in his vicinity by whom he can establish the 
reputation of his said service. Declarent further states that he has no record 
evidence of his age and being himself illiterate he cannot state his age from 
family tradition, but which he believes to be altogether correct, that he has not 
before made application for a pension nor is his name on the list of any agency 
of the United States. He hereby relinquishes all and every claim whatever to a 
pension except the present and prays the same may be allowed him. 
his 
Samuel X_ Oliver 
mark 





Sworn and Subscribed to in Open Court 14 July 1836 
Test: John Ryland, Clk. 


We, George King and Thomas King, resident of citizens of the County of 
Washington and State of Tennessee do certify upon oath that we are well 
acquainted with the Declarent, Samuel Oliver, who has sworn to the foregoing 
declaration and who is now personally present. That we believe him to be 
seventy-five years of age, that he resides in our vicinity and know him to be a 
man of veracity and that in our opinion he served as a private soldier in the 
Army of the Revolution. As stated in his declaration which opinion is enter- 
tained by the vicinity in which he resides and that we most cordially concur in 
the same. 


Sworn to and subscribed in Open Court the 14th day of July 1836. 


George G. King 
Thomas King 
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On 16 February 1852, the Secretary of the Interior reported to Congress as 
follows: 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of September 16, 1850, I have 
the honor to transmit, herewith, a statement showing the names of all the 
applicants for pensions under the acts of June 7, 1832, July 4, 1836 and July 7, 
1838, respectively, and the acts amendatory thereof, whose claims have been 
rejected or suspended, the grounds of such suspension or rejection and the 
place of residence of such applicants so far as the same can be given. 


On this report is the name “Samuel Oliver” of Jonesboro, Washington 
County, Tennessee, with the notation, “Militia Service overrated — for more 
correct details.” 

Samuel Oliver’s application for pension is perhaps typical of many 
veterans of the Revolution. By the time Congress finally authorized pensions 
generally in 1832, the great majority were dead and those surviving were past 
seventy. After over 50 years, memories of names, places and events were now 
dim and comrades scattered and dead, especially officers, who were for the 
most part, older than the enlisted men. Records, especially of the militia, 
were fragmentary or non-existent. This, together with the fact that, like 
Samuel Oliver, many could not read or write, made verification of war 
service extremely difficult. However, Samuel Oliver’s application does tell us 
that he was born in Elk Ridge, Maryland, in March, 1761, and moved to 
Fauquier County, Virginia, when he was fourteen years old or about 1775. 
At the Maryland State Archives Hall of Records in Annapolis, Maryland, 
we found a Tax Record of assessment of a Samuel Oliver in 1783 at Elk 
Ridge, Maryland. The following deed in 1780 appears to be of this same 
man: 


Samuel Oliver of Baltimore County, Maryland, for himself and on behalf of 
his brothers, John and Joseph Oliver, to John Frost, Ann Arundel County, 
Maryland for 30 pounds; three tracts of land as follows; 


100 acres called Margaret’s Fancy which was granted to John Oliver on 
February 25, 1723. 


140 acres called Oliver’s Chance, patent granted to John Oliver, February 20, 
1750. 
150 acres called Good Fellowship sold to John Oliver by Daniel Rawlings, 
1780. 
Witnesses: William Frost 
Joshua Cary 
his 
Signed: Samuel X_ Oliver 
mark 


From this deed it appears that by 1780, John and Joseph Oliver have 
moved away and Samuel, their brother, has been authorized to sell the family 
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lands of their father, John Oliver. Samuel Oliver of Washington County, 
Tennessee, is probably the son of either John or Joseph Oliver. An 
Executor’s Sale in Fauquier County, Virginia, in 1796 lists a Joseph Oliver, 
and a Joseph Oliver is married there in 1803. Also, a Samuel Oliver is 
married in this county in 1787, possibly the Washington County Samuel. A 
Samuel appears in land transactions in 1820, 1823 and on a mortgage in 1820 
in Fauquier County, Virginia. All this suggests that the ancestors of these 
Fauquier County, Virginia Olivers came from Elk Ridge, Maryland. 

Finally, based on this history of Samuel Oliver, we conclude that he is not 
the father of our ancestor, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), who was born in 
North Carolina. The name Samuel never appears in our Cades Cove Olivers 
even to the present day. 


DIXON OLIVER, -1812/14 





Dixon Oliver is only listed the one time in 1814 in Washington County 
records when his estate was administered by Samuel Oliver, possibly his 
father. A letter found in the Tennessee State Archives, dated 13 January 
1817, supports this possibility. At the request of relatives, not named, a 
Jonesbough attorney in Washington County wrote an inquiry to a Company 
Commander in the War of 1812 requesting a certificate giving information 
on the death and pay due to two soldiers in the war, one of whom was Dixon 
Oliver. This letter establishes that Dixon was a soldier in the War of 1812, 
indicating he was of an age to be Samuel’s son. If so, he was probably born 
in Virginia and came to Washington County with his father between 1805- 
10. Certainly, he is not of our Cades Cove Oliver line. 


LEMUEL OLIVER, -11 August 1844 





Washington County Marriage Records show that Lemuel Oliver married 
Polly Taylor on 16 March 1824. No other record of Lemuel was found in 
Washington County. However, records in the National Archives show that 
Mary Ann Oliver, age 67, of Adams County, Illinois, applied for bounty 
land on | November 1861, based on the service in the War of 1812 of her 
husband, Lemuel Oliver. She stated that she married Lemuel Oliver in 
Washington County, Tennessee, on 18 March 1824; that her name before her 
marriage was Taylor; that her husband entered the War of 1812 at 
Jonesboro, Washington County, Tennessee, in the year 1814 or 1815 for (she 
thinks) the duration of the war, as a private in the company commanded by 
Capt. Gwinn in the Tennessee Militia; that Lemuel Oliver died in Lawrence 
County, Illinois (about 4 miles from Vincennes, Indiana) 11 August 1844. 
Lemuel Oliver’s granddaughter, Jane Oliver, and one William Thomas gave 
a supporting affidavit. Treasury Department record of 22 November 1861, 
stated that their files did not show any evidence of Capt. Gwinn’s Company 
and additional information was necessary. 
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We do not know who Lemuel’s parents were, but these records indicate he 
may have been about the age of Dixon and possibly his brother, another son 
of Samuel Oliver. 


JOHN OLIVER 


This leaves the five John Olivers mentioned in Washington County, 
Tennessee records: The John in the 1809 jury list; the two Johns on the 1814 
tax list; the John in the 1819 tax list; and the John listed with the county 
poor in 1830. We cannot connect any of the second generation, 1825-35, 
Oliver children to a John Oliver here, so we have no indication whatsoever 
of where these Johns came from. One would, of course, suspect they were all 
related and perhaps two Johns account for all five of the men listed. 

Being on the rolls of the county poor in 1830 suggests an older man. Jury 
duty in 1809 and being subject to poll tax in 1814 suggests a man 30-50 in 
1809, making him 60-70 in 1830 and a contemporary of William and Samuel 
Oliver. Some 40 men are listed on the jury lists of 1809, three of which we 
can identify on the 1830 census; two, ages 60-70, and one, age 50-60. The two 
Johns on the 1814 tax list appear to be different men, one listed in Capt. 
McLin’s Company, | poll, and one in Capt. McCray’s Company, | poll. 
Eighty-four men are listed in Capt. McLin’s Company in 1814. The 1819 Tax 
Lists for the county do not show a Capt. McLin’s Company; however, 
forty-six of the eighty-four men appear in a Capt. Hunt’s Company in 1819 
including a John Oliver. This leads us to believe that Capt. McLin’s 1814 
Company is the same company under Capt. Hunt in 1819 (now 137 men) 
and that the John Oliver listed in these companies is the same man. Another 
interesting fact here is that three men, Robert Allison, Nathaniel Davis and 
Thomas Nelson are listed on the jury with John Oliver in 1809 and in Capt. 
McLin and Capt. Hunt’s Companies for taxes in 1814 and 1819, suggesting 
the 1809, 1814, 1819 John Oliver is the same man. These tax lists gave polls 
and acreage. No acreage is listed for the John Olivers in 1814 and 1819. 

The 1814 tax list for Capt. McCray’s Company contained eighty men, 
forty of whom are again listed in a Capt. Harris’ Company in 1819. How- 
ever, the John Oliver in Capt. McCray’s 1814 Company is not listed in Capt. 
Harris’ Company in 1819, although it appears that Capt. McCray’s 1814 
Company traces to Capt. Harris’ 1819 Company which now lists 100 men 
(giving us incidentally a 20% increase indicative of the population growth 
from 1814-19). Two men, Nicholas Tucker and John McGinnis, appear in 
the 1809 jury list, and in both Capt. McCray’s and Capt. Harris’ Companies. 
So it is possible the John Oliver on the 1809 jury list is the same John on 
Capt. McCray’s Tax List in 1814, but missing from this company under 
Capt. Harris in 1819. 

This is a complex analysis, but in summary we believe it indicates at least 
the presence of two John Olivers from 1809 to 1819 in Washington County, 


116 


one of whom is probably the John Oliver on the rolls of the county poor in 
1830. This would mean that the other John Oliver either died or moved out 
of the county prior to the 1830 census. The age of the John on the rolls of the 
county poor in 1830 is not given and the other John’s age is unknown. 
However, we suspect both were 50 to 70 years old by 1830. If the other John 
moved to another county, we would expect to find him in the 1830 Tennessee 
Census. Our best candidate was John Oliver, age 50-60, listed in the 1830 
census for nearby Hawkins County west of Washington County with wife 
40-50, two males 20-30, one male 10-15, two females 15-20, and one female 
5-10. A long time Oliver genealogist in Tennessee believes this man came 
from Washington County and is one of the Johns living there in 1809-20. We 
were unable to trace this John although the 1840 Tennessee Census lists a 
John age 60-70 with wife 40-50, one male 15-20 and one female 15-20 in 
Lauderdale County in West Tennessee who could be this man. In any event, 
this is not our ancestor, which leaves only the John on the rolls of the county 
poor in 1830 in Washington County. Our best clue to this point of the name 
of our ancestor, the father of John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) of Cades Cove (the 
missing link) was the John Oliver Senior who signed the marriage bond for 
Mary Oliver to James Perry in Carter County in 1815. In view of this, and in 
consideration of the likely age of this Carter County John, there is a possi- 
bility that this is the same John on the rolls of the county poor in adjoining 
Washington County in 1830. 

We must add, however, that there is nothing in our Cades Cove Oliver 
history that mentions Washington County. If the old John Oliver in the 1809 
Jury List and/or 1814 Tax List, and possibly the 1819 Tax List and 1830 
county poor is our ancestor, father of John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), there is 
no hint of confirmation on our side. When our great-great-grandmother, 
Lurany, applied for pension in the 1870’s, her attorney contacted the Clerk 
of the Carter County Court, not Washington County. However, her purpose 
was to verify her marriage to John which occurred in Carter County and this 
does not by itself indicate lack of a family connection in Washington 
County. The same can be said about the absence of a reference in our history 
to early kin in Washington County. So little is known and almost nothing of 
this early history has survived that it is entirely possible that John Oliver’s 
(1780/90-1863) parents came to and lived in Washington County, Tennessee 
as early as 1800 without our Cades Cove people knowing or remembering it. 
We leave this mystery at this point, but will come back to it again in later 
chapters. 

Some final inferences can be drawn from our research on these Olivers in 
Washington County which should be mentioned here for use by future 
researchers. In 1840, Spencer, Wesley and Polly are listed on pages 211 and 
212 of the census indicating they lived close together. It appears this Wesley 
is living in Hamilton County, Tennessee in 1860 and Alexander Oliver is 
living in Hamilton County in the 1850 census. In 1850, Alexander gives his 
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age as 46, born in Virginia. This suggests that Wesley, Alexander and Polly 
were brothers and sister of Spencer who as we previously indicated was a son 
of Samuel. Also, in the 1850 Washington County Census, Spencer, William, 
Catherine, Richard and Betsy appear to be living in the same immediate area 
indicating they are all part of the same family, the children of Samuel. 


CONCLUSION 


Finally, we conclude that with the possible exception of John Oliver, the 
old Olivers of Washington County, Tennessee are not in our direct lineage, 
although undoubtedly all the old Virginia Olivers from the late 1600s and 
early 1700s came from the same family ancestry going back several centuries 
in England and Scotland. A compelling fact here are the family names of 
Thomas, Benjamin, Samuel, Dixon, Spencer, Alexander, Silas, Cyrus, 
Allen, Richard, Urial, Lemuel, Sally, Teney, Dicey, and Ann who are not 
names found in our Cades Cove Olivers or the Oliver ancestors researched 
and discussed in later chapters. 

Last, we note that our research indicates that the first Washington County 
Olivers, John, Samuel and William were related and probably came from 
Fauquier County, Virginia about the same time in 1805-10. They may have 
been brothers, the sons of John or Joseph Oliver named in the 1780 deed of 
Samuel Oliver of Elk Ridge, Maryland. The Washington County Samuel, 
born 1761, said his father moved from Elk Ridge to Fauquier County, 
Virginia when he was [4 years old, or 1775, just prior to the Revolution. We 
could not find specific records of Samuel, John and William in Fauquier 
County, Virginia, however, as mentioned earlier in this chapter, these Oliver 
names were found there. We again note the practice of early frontier families 
to migrate and settle together which is certainly indicated here by the 
migration and settlement of these Olivers in Washington County, Tennessee. 

All of these Olivers appear to share one common fate, they were very 
poor. It appears they were in Washington County for some 25 years before 
the first land was purchased. At a time when land was plentiful and cheap, to 
live as tenants surely signified an economic disadvantage. As with the other 
Olivers we have researched in Tennessee, no private family records were 
found. In view of the large number of Olivers here, we believe it is just 
possible a documented genealogy for these people may have been completed 
and is in existence today. Hopefully, some descendant reading our book, can 
unlock the history of these early Washington County Olivers. 





Chapter V 


James Oliver, 1799 - 1863 
Catoosa County, Georgia 


As outlined in the previous chapters, our research to this point had 
exhausted all the information we could find on my Oliver ancestors in Cades 
Cove, Tennessee back to John Oliver (1780/90-1863), my great-great- 
grandfather. We now knew John originally came to Carter County, Tennes- 
see from somewhere in North Carolina where he was born about 1780/90. 
He married Lurena Frazier in Carter County in 1814 and moved to Cades 
Cove, Blount County, Tennessee in about 1821 where he raised his family 
and remained until his death in 1863. However, we had been unable to 
identify his father, mother or brothers and sisters except a brief reference to 
a brother James by my father and grandfather. Also, according to my father, 
John had a brother in the War of 1812 who deserted. These were the only 
clues we had for continuing our research. The chance of finding John and his 
parents in North Carolina was almost impossible without information on his 
family. Census records from 1790 to 1840 in North Carolina would give only 
the name of the head of the household, not the names of the wife and 
children. John did not marry until 1814 in Tennessee after he left North 
Carolina, so his name would not appear as head of a household. Tennessee 
census records for the Eastern Counties were lost from 1790 to 1820 and 
Carter County, Tennessee records were almost all lost from 1800 to 1818. 
Confronted with these almost insurmountable difficulties in finding records, 
these clues on a brother James and a brother in the War of 1812 now became 
of enormous importance. Our next task was to find James Oliver’s descen- 
dants. If these descendants could be located there was the possibility, 
however slight, that they would know the names of his parents — our 
missing link. 

As we began our search for James Oliver we knew almost nothing about 
him. My grandfather, William H. Oliver (1857-1940), mentioned James only 
once in his Sketches of The Olivers written in 1931-33, (Chapter II). He 
stated that his grandfather, John Oliver, “had one brother, James Oliver, 
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who was in the first organization with him” (in Cades Cove). He added, 
“Besides this I don’t know anything of his brothers and sisters.” My father, 
John W. Oliver (1878-1966), wrote in 1952 that “my great-grandfather 
(John) had a brother James who followed him to Cades Cove and later 
moved on to Georgia,” (Chapter II). These bits of information on James 
were all we had to go on. The “first organization” was probably in reference 
to the first religious organization meeting that was held in Cades Cove, 
Tennessee in 1827 indicating James Oliver had joined his brother John by 
that time. Our plan was to first research the records for James Oliver in 
Blount County, Tennessee, then the Georgia records. 


BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE RECORDS 
MARRIAGE IN 1821 


Blount County Marriage Records list the marriage of James Oliver to 
Mary White on November 28, 1821, by Archibald Maxwell. This record 
indicates that James Oliver came to Blount County about the same time as 
John Oliver in 1821. 


PURCHASE OF LAND IN 1822 
James Oliver purchased the following tract of land in 1822: 


Hugh Fergusen of the County of Blount, Tennessee to James Oliver of the 
same County for $200.00, 71 acres on the waters of Nine Mile Creek, part of 
tract Fergusen now lives on, adjacent William Miller. March 4, 1822. 
Witnesses: William White and John Templeton. Signed, Hugh Fergusen. 


This deed places James Oliver in Blount County in March, 1822, some 
four months following his marriage here on November 28, 1821. Nine Mile 
Creek is not in Cades Cove, but closer to the county seat of Maryville, 
Tennessee. The name of William White as witness to this deed is of interest 
because James Oliver’s wife was named Mary White. 


SALE OF LAND IN 1823 


Following is the record of sale of this tract of land in 1823 by James 
Oliver: 


James Oliver of the County of Blount, Tennessee to Rebecca Dodd, Eliza- 
beth White, Chapman White and Catherine White of the same County for 
$24.00, 71 acres on the waters of Nine Mile Creek, part of tract Hugh Fergusen 
now lives, adjacent William Miller, provided that William White and his wife, 
(Jemima) White, the father and mother of the above grantees are to have the 
land in their possession during their lifetime. August 20, 1823. Witnesses: John 

his 
Templeton and James Dicksen. Signed, James — Oliver. 
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The date of this sale of land in 1823 may indicate that James was moving 
to Cades Cove, some 15-20 miles in the Smokies, to join his brother, John. 
Of great importance is the evidence here that William and Jemima (name not 
clear on the deed) White are the parents of Rebecca Dodd, Chapman White, 
Catherine White and Elizabeth White. This also suggests that this is Mary 
White’s family. 


WILL OF WILLIAM WHITE 1835 


William White’s Will in 1835 provides important information on his family. 


William White. November 3, 1835, probated October 3, 1837. Personal 
property to daughter, Elizabeth Maxwell. Grandchildren, Rebecca Jean Maxwell 
and Margery Maxwell. James Oliver has had his part. Jeremiah Plumer has had 
his part. John Maxwell has had his part. Chapman White has had his part. 
James Pitts has had his part. Executors: Thomas Carpenter. Witness: W. M. 
Cooper. Thomas Carpenter refused to serve as Executor, after which the Court 
appointed John Maxwell, Administrator. 


From this Will, it appears that James Oliver, Jeremiah Plumer, James Pitts 
and John Maxwell are William White’s son-in-laws. Elizabeth is identified as 
Elizabeth Maxwell and is, no doubt, the wife of John Maxwell. James Oliver’s 
wife is Mary White and James Pitts married Catherine White. We found no 
information on Jeremiah Plumer, or the name of his wife. Also, Rebecca 
Dodd is unaccounted for in the Will. No later record of Chapman White was 
ever found. 

It appears that the sale of the 71 acres, purchased by James in 1822, to the 
sisters and brother of Mary White in 1823, with lifetime possession to their 
father and mother, William and Jemima White, was an internal family 
transaction. James paid $200.00 for this 71 acres in 1822 and sold it in 1823 for 
only $24.00. A possible explanation could be that William White, his father-in- 
law, had loaned or secured the money for James to buy this tract in 1822 and 
that James in 1823, possibly because he was moving on to Cades Cove where 
his brother John lived, deeded the land to the White children with lifetime 
possession to William and his wife Jemima in order to repay the debt. 

All the foregoing records, marriage, land and will leave little doubt that 
James Oliver’s wife, Mary White, was the daughter of Jemima and William 
White. 

Census records of Blount County, Tennessee for 1830 do not list William 
White, but John Maxwell lists a man 70-80 years of age in his household who 
is probably William White. If so, this indicates his wife had died between the 
1823 deed and 1830. 

William White was a Revolutionary War soldier, born 24 November 1756, 
in Louisa County, Virginia. He died in Blount County, Tennessee in 1837. He 
applied for and was awarded a pension under Act of Congress of 1832. This 
application, on file in the National Archives, indicates he served in Virginia 
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and North Carolina. A descendant of Catherine White and James Pitts, Mrs. 
Eva Alford, has done extensive research on William White. Her work estab- 
lished that William’s father was John White. John’s father was William 
White, Senior, son of John White who dates back to the 1600’s in Virginia. 

Elizabeth (White) Maxwell is listed in the Blount County Census Records 
for 1850, age 40, born in Tennessee. This appears to indicate that William 
White was in Blount County as early as 1810. James Pitts, with wife, 
Catherine, is in adjoining Sevier County, Tennessee in 1840 and Blount 
County in 1850. They are in nearby Anderson County in 1860 and 1870. In 
1880, Catherine is listed in Anderson County as head of the household. In 
1860, 1870 and 1880 she gives Virginia as her place of birth with her date of 
birth in 1870 and 1880 as 1807/08. This indicates William came to Tennessee 
from Virginia in about 1809. As we point out later in this chapter, Mary 
White, wife of James Oliver, gave North Carolina as her place of birth in 
1850 and 1860 in Georgia Census reports which was confirmed by her son, 
William, in 1880. (The 1870 Georgia Census giving Tennessee as her place of 
birth could be a mistake by the enumerator.) Married in 1821, Mary was 
probably one of the oldest children. This seems to indicate that William 
White married and first lived in North Carolina where Mary was born, later 
moving to Virginia where Catherine was born about 1807/08. Catherine 
White and James Pitts were in Anderson County after 1850. Catherine was 
living in Knox County at the time of her death about 1896. The location of 
this family in Anderson County, Tennessee provides us a link to James 
Oliver of Georgia which we will discuss later in this chapter. 


1830 BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE CENSUS 


Following is a partial list of page 307 of the Blount County Census for 
1830: 


John Oliver Hardin Brown 
Westly Campbell John Tipton 

Peter Cable John Denton 
Josias Reagon Jeremiah Campbell 
John Baker James Oliver 
Jacob Tipton Joshua Job 


Samuel Freeman 


This listing is for Cades Cove and shows James Oliver living ten houses 
from my great-great-grandfather, John Oliver. Taken together with the 
above information, there can be little doubt that this is the brother of John 
Oliver referred to by my grandfather as being in Cades Cove in [827. This 
means that James had moved from Nine Mile Creek near Maryville to Cades 
Cove between the sale of his land in 1823 and 1827. His family in this 1830 
Census is listed as follows: 
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P. 307 — James Oliver 


Males — | Under 5 Females — | Under 5 
2-5/10 1-20/30 
1-15/20 
1-20/30 


The male age 15-20 is obviously not a son, but likely a relative. This could 
be Chapman White, Mary’s brother, since it appears his mother, Jemima 
White, was dead by 1830. 


1840 BLOUNT COUNTY, TENNESSEE CENSUS 


The 1840 Census for Blount County did not give the County Civil 
Districts. However, James Oliver in 1840 is listed near some of the same 
neighbors who are shown in the 8th Civil District in the 1850 Census. Some 
of these names are also in the same community in the 1830 census where 
James had lived when he first came to Blount County in 1821. This means 
that between the census of 1830 and 1840 James Oliver had moved his family 
out of Cades Cove in the 16th Civil District back to the 8th Civil District, 
near Maryville, Tennessee. It appears Elizabeth Maxwell, Mary’s sister, was 
also living in this same community in 1840, where we find her in the 1850 
Blount County Census. The 1840 Census for James is as follows: 


P. 104 — James Oliver 


Males — 1-10/15 Females — | Under 5 
1-15/20 2-5/10 
1-30/ 40 1-10/15 
1-30/40 


James gave his age here as between 30-40 and his wife’s age 30-40. He has 
three additional children in 1840, two girls, ages 5-10, and one girl under 5. 
The girl under 5 in 1830 is now listed age 10-15. One boy, age 10-15 and one 
boy 15-20 complete his family in 1840. Missing, however, and presumed 
dead is one of the boys who was listed in the 1830 census as between 5-10 
years old. Also, missing is the male shown in 1830 between 15-20 who we 
believe could have been Chapman White. 


GEORGIA CENSUS RECORDS 


The 1850 Census for Tennessee (the first census to give the names and ages of 
all family members) does not list any Oliver that matches the James Oliver 
family in Tennessee in 1840. This indicates that between 1840 and 1850 James 
moved his family out of the state. My father said he moved to Georgia, but he 
knew nothing more about what became of him. At this point our research for 
James turned to the Census Records of Georgia. 
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1850 GEORGIA CENSUS 


The 1850 census for Peavine District, Walker County, Georgia, listed the 
following James Oliver and family: 


James Oliver, age 50, born Virginia 

Mary Oliver, age 47, born North Carolina 
Polly A. Oliver, age 14, born Tennessee 
Catey Oliver, age 10, born Tennessee 
George W. Oliver, age 6, born Tennessee 
James Davis, age 21, born Georgia 
Martha E. Davis, age 15, born Tennessee 


Listed living close by also in Walker County, Georgia was: 


William Oliver, age 24, born Tennessee 
Lucinda A. Oliver (wife) age 18, born Tennessee 


Also, listed in the 1850 census in the household of Samuel W. Caruthers, age 
22, in this same Peavine District of Walker County, Georgia, is a James C. 
Oliver, age 23, born in Tennessee. As we discuss below, we believe both 
William and James C. Oliver are the sons of James and Mary Oliver. 

The Martha E. Davis listed here in James Oliver’s household is James’ 
daughter who is married to James Davis as later information in this chapter 
will confirm. 

Is this the same James Oliver, brother of John Oliver (1780/90-1863) of 
Cades Cove, Tennessee? The following chart comparing the 1830, 1840 and 
1850 census records indicates that this is in fact the same person. 


1830 Census for 1840 Census for 1850 Census for 
Cades Cove, Tennessee Blount County, Tennessee Walker County, Georgia 
James Oliver born 1800-10 James Oliver born 1790-1800 James Oliver age 50 born 1800 
Female Oliver born 1800-10 Female Oliver born 1800-10 Mary Oliver age 47 born 1803 
Male(relative) born 1810-20 Missing (relative) Missing (relative) 
Male Oliver born 1820-25 Missing (oldest son) Missing 
Male Oliver born 1820-25 Male born 1820-25 William Oliver age 24 born 1826 


Male Oliver born 1825-30 Male born 1825-30 James C. Oliver age 23 born 1827 
Female Oliver born 1825-30 Female born 1825-30 Missing 
Female born 1830-35 Missing 

Female born 1830-35 Martha E. Davis* age 15 born [835 

Female born 1835-40 Polly A. Oliver age 14 born 1836 

Catey Oliver age [0 born 1840 

George W. Oliver age 6 born 1844 


*Daughter of James Oliver 





Why would James Oliver choose to move to Walker County in North 
Georgia in 1844-50? One reason could be that the area was well known to 
Cades Cove residents. In 1831, Joshua Jobe moved his family to an area that 
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was to become Ringgold, Georgia in Catoosa County. This is the same Jobe 
who persuaded John Oliver to move his family to Cades Cove, Tennessee 
from Carter County, Tennessee in 1821 and who served in the same 
company with John in the War of 1812. Jobe was perhaps also a longtime 
friend of James, the younger brother of John. In the 1830 census Joshua 
Jobe is listed next door to James Oliver in Cades Cove, Tennessee as follows; 
Joshua Jobe, age 40-50; 2 males, under 5; 3 males, 5-10; 2 males, 10-15; 1 
male, 15-20; 1 female, under 5; 2 females, 15-20; and | female, 30-40. Some 
of Jobe’s sons were born in Cades Cove and no doubt were boyhood friends 
of James’ sons. Jobe was a land owner in Cades Cove. Perhaps James, who 
owned no land there, lived on Jobe’s land and worked for him. He may have 
worked for Jobe again when he moved to the Peavine District of Walker 
County, Georgia. In addition to Jobe, other connections between Cades 
Cove and North Georgia can be found all of which strongly argues that 
James had a number of reasons to move to that area. 

Another indication of this connection is the story related by my grand- 
father, Elder William H. Oliver, in Chapter II that his father, Elijah, as a 
young man walked to Ringgold, Georgia where he worked as a rail splitter 
before returning home to Cades Cove. Elijah must have had a very good 
reason to walk over a hundred miles from Cades Cove, Tennessee to 
Ringgold, Georgia. One answer could be that his Uncle James and his first 
cousins, William and James C., both about his age, whom he grew up with in 
Cades Cove, were living in the area. Perhaps he had received information 
from them of the opportunities in that area and they had helped persuade 
him to make this visit. Apparently, this trip took place around 1851 when 
Elijah was 22 years old. The 1850 census information on James lists his last 
and youngest son, George W., as six years old, born in Tennessee. This 
indicates James moved to Walker County, Georgia sometime between 
1844-50. 

At this point in our research we concluded that James Oliver, living in 
Walker County, Georgia in 1850, was indeed the same James Oliver who had 
moved from Tennessee in 1844-50. However, our remaining task was to 
locate some of James Oliver’s descendants who could possibly confirm his 
identity and genealogy. So, our research continued. 


1860 GEORGIA CENSUS 


Fortunately, the Georgia census for 1860 contained a listing of James 
Oliver and his family which proved to be the last census report found for 
him. We located this information in Catoosa County, Georgia which was 
formed from Walker and Whitfield Counties in 1853 and contained the area 
of Peavine where James was living in 1850. This apparently did not indicate 
a move by James, but a change in county boundaries from Walker to 
Catoosa. This listing follows: 
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J. Oliver age 61, born North Carolina 

Mary Oliver age 57, born North Carolina 

M. E. Oliver age 26, born Tennessee (Martha E.) 
M. A. Oliver age 22, born Tennessee (Mary A.) 
C. Oliver age 19, born Tennessee (Catey) 

G. W. Oliver age 16, born Tennessee (George W.) 
M. J. age 8, born Georgia 

J. (G?) age 1, born Georgia 


1870 GEORGIA CENSUS 


No census records of James Oliver for 1870 or later could be found. How- 
ever, James’ son, William, is listed in Frick’s Gap, Walker County, Georgia in 
the 1870 census as follows: 


William Oliver age 50, born Tennessee 

Lucinda A. Oliver age 39, born Tennessee 

James A. Oliver age 19, born Georgia 

Mary Oliver age 17, born Georgia 

William Oliver age 14, born Georgia 

Jasper Oliver age 10, born Georgia 

George S. age 8, born Georgia 

Joseph Oliver age 5, born Georgia 

Robert Oliver age 2, born Georgia 

Mary Oliver age 69, born Tennessee (retired keeping house) 


The Mary Oliver, age 69, listed in the 1870 census in the household of William 
Oliver is, we believe, James’ wife and William’s mother. This would mean in all 
probability that James died between 1860-70 and now in 1870 his widow, Mary, 
has moved in with her oldest living son, William. This also suggests a dispersion 
of James’ children who were shown in the 1860 census in his household. We find 
no census record in Catoosa, Walker or Whitfield Counties (the most likely 
areas) for his sons James C. Oliver or George W. Oliver, who in 1870 would be 
ages 44 and 26 respectively. More will be said of these brothers later in this 
chapter. What happened to James Oliver’s daughters after 1860? One marriage 
record was discovered for a Catherine Oliver to William Smith in Catoosa 
County, Georgia in 1866. This could have been daughter Catey. (See Post 
Script) 

In the 1870 census for Catoosa County, Chambers District, Georgia we 
found a listing for a Martha E. Davis, age 35, widow, born in Tennessee with 
one child, Mary J. Davis, age 17, born in Georgia. We believe this was James 
Oliver’s daughter who was married to James Davis as shown in the 1850 census 
discussed above. The 1880 Mortality Schedule for Georgia contains a listing of 
all deaths during the year from June 1, 1879 to May 31, 1880. Here we found a 
death record for a Martha E. Davis of Woods Station, Chambers District, 
Catoosa County, Georgia, age 47, widowed, born in Tennessee whose father 
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and mother were both listed as born in North Carolina. The time lived in the 
county was shown as 38 years. Our final footnote to this daughter of James 
and Mary Oliver was the discovery of the record of marriage of Martha’s 
daughter, Mary J. Davis, on 27 March 1884 in Catoosa County, Georgia to 
a William Oliver. We believe he was the son of William and Lucinda Oliver. 

At this time we could locate no record after 1860 for Mary A. Oliver, the 
other daughter of James Oliver. Also, no information or record was found of 
James Oliver’s daughters last listed in the 1840 census born between 1825-30 
and 1830-35. We believed that if they survived, it was likely they were 
married and listed under their married names on the 1850 census in Georgia. 
Mary, wife of James, did not appear in the 1880 census listing for her son, 
William, and we presumed she died between 1870-80. (See Post Script for 
later research) 


1880 GEORGIA CENSUS 


William Oliver, son of James, is again listed in the 1880 census for the 
Mountain District of Walker County, Georgia, as follows: 


William Oliver, age 60, born Tennessee, father in North Carolina 
mother in North Carolina 
Lucinda Oliver, age 49, born Georgia, father in Alabama 
mother in Alabama 
James Oliver, age 29, born Georgia, father in Tennessee 
mother in Georgia 
Jasper Oliver, age 20, born Georgia, father in Tennessee 
mother in Georgia 
George Oliver, age 17, born Georgia, father in Tennessee 
(George W.) mother in Georgia 
Calvin Oliver, age 14, born Georgia, father in Tennessee 
(Joseph Calvin) mother in Georgia 
Robert L. Oliver, age 12, born Georgia, father in Tennessee 


mother in Georgia 


Alonzo P. Oliver, age 9, born Georgia, father in Tennessee 
mother in Georgia 


This census is significant because of William’s statement that his father, 
James, was born in North Carolina. This confirms James’ place of birth of 
North Carolina which he gave on the 1860 census. Also, this indicates that as 
late as 1799-1800, the year of James’ birth, his family, including his brother, 
John, my great-great-grandfather, were still living in North Carolina. In 
1800, John was between 10 and 20 years old which would mean that his early 
boyhood, at least, was spent in North Carolina and not in Carter County, 
Tennessee as my grandfather, the Elder William H. Oliver, believed. Among 
our straws of evidence in this research, this information is of enormous 
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importance because it places John and James and their parents somewhere 
in North Carolina during the 1780-1800 period. As we will later discuss, this 
is one of the vital pieces of this puzzle and is part of the basis of the vital link 
between Tennessee and North Carolina branches of our family. Indeed, all 
our work on James and his family is justified by these findings. 


JAMES OLIVER’S DESCENDANTS IN GEORGIA 


As we began to close in on James Oliver’s descendants, we found a History 
of the Coosa Baptist Association published in 1936 indicating that a William 
Oliver was a frequent delegate to the Church Association meetings from 
Lookout Baptist Church in the 1880’s period. This church is near Flintstone, 
in Walker County, Georgia. Further, The History of Walker County, 
Georgia stated that William Oliver (1825-1897) and Lucinda Ann Oliver 
(1826-1920) were buried in the Old Lookout Graveyard near Flintstone, 
Walker County, Georgia. We also found buried in this cemetery two of 
William Oliver’s sons, Jasper N. Oliver (1859-1900) and William A. Oliver 
(1855-1891). Unfortunately, excepting the previously discussed census 
records, we could find no land records or court minutes for Walker or 
Catoosa Counties during the period before 1880. This is a serious gap in the 
Georgia history of James Oliver and his family forcing the researcher to rely 
almost totally on census records. 

In 1982 our long search for the descendants of James Oliver was finally 
successful when we located Luther, Stella, Nellie and Hubert Oliver in 
Flintstone, Georgia, whose father was Joseph Calvin Oliver (1865-1940), son 
of William Oliver and grandson of James Oliver. We also contacted Rosa 
Suit in Hardeeville, South Carolina, daughter of Robert E. Oliver (1868- 
1938), son of William Oliver and grandson of James Oliver. These are the 
oldest living great-grandchildren of James Oliver that we could locate, all of 
whom are over 70 years of age at this writing in 1984. The reunion with these 
long lost Oliver cousins was a heart-warming experience and possibly the 
first contact between the families since brothers, James and John, said 
goodbye in Cades Cove, Tennessee, in 1844-50, over 130 years! Sadly, they 
knew nothing of their Oliver ancestors beyond their grandparents, William 
and Lucinda Ann Davis Oliver. They did relate oral history that a brother of 
their grandfather, who was called Jim, was killed at the Battle of Chicka- 
mauga near Ringgold, Georgia during the Civil War. Their account of the 
family identifying and recovering the body after the battle was a moving 
story symbolic of this great tragic conflict. This soldier could be James C. 
Oliver who would have been age 33 in 1860. The youngest son, George W. 
Oliver, who would have been 19 at the time of this battle in 1863 was likely a 
soldier also. As we have said, no record has been found for George W. after 
1860 or James C. after 1850. (See Post Script). 





WILLIAM OLIVER, 1825-1897 
Son of 
JAMES OLIVER, 1799-1863, of Georgia 


Courtesy of Miss Stella Oliver 
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Luther Oliver of Flintstone, Georgia, the great-grandson of James Oliver, 
told us that his father said many years ago the family visited cousins near 
Oliver Springs, Tennessee. He did not recall who these cousins were. Oliver 
Springs is located in Anderson County, Tennessee. This is the county where 
Catherine White, and husband James Pitts, raised a large family. As we 
discussed earlier in this chapter, Catherine White was the sister of Mary 
White, the wife of James Oliver. This, we believe, was the cousins Luther 
Oliver’s father was referring to. 

Mrs. Rosa Suit said her father, Robert E. Oliver, was fond of saying that 
“there was the Red Irish, the Black Irish and the Damned Irish and he was a 
‘Damned Irish’.” This reference to their Irish ancestory was repeated by 
Marion Oliver, also of Flintstone, Georgia, and a great-great-grandson of 
James Oliver. Marion, about 80 years old, (son of Rev. J. W. C. Oliver, son 
of George W. Oliver, son of William and Lucinda A. Oliver, son of James 
and Mary Oliver), said he recalled his grandfather saying that they descended 
from one of three Oliver brothers who came from Ireland. One brother was 
lost after they came to America, presumably killed by the Indians. We have 
found no confirmation for this information about three brothers, although 
other connections with Ireland did appear as we will relate in later chapters. 

Research on James Oliver’s descendants was continued through 1900 and 
1910 census records for Walker and Catoosa Counties, Georgia and 
interviews with the great-grandchildren mentioned above. In the interest of 
preserving this genealogy for future generations, all information we collected 
has been given to James Oliver’s descendants. Hopefully, the descendants of 
James and Mary Oliver will be able to expand and update this information 
for future generations. One remaining mystery is where James and Mary 
Oliver are buried. Our best guess is the Old Baptist Cemetery in Peavine near 
Rock Springs, Walker County, Georgia. 


CONCLUSION 


What then can be learned from this history of James Oliver of our missing 
link — the parents of he and his brother, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) of Cades 
Cove, Tennessee? 

First, is the North Carolina birthplace given by James in the 1860 census and 
later confirmed by his son, William, in the 1880 census. This, of course, agrees 
with the North Carolina birthplace given by his brother, John, in Cades Cove, 
Tennessee on the 1850 and 1860 census for Tennessee. James listed Virginia as 
his place of birth in the 1850 census which could mean he mistakenly gave the 
state where his father and his father’s people lived prior to moving to North 
Carolina. As pointed out above, this indication that John and James’ parents 
were living in North Carolina between 1780-1800 is of great significance to our 
research. 
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Second, is the names of James’ children. The first son apparently died 
between 1830-40. The name of this first son would be of great importance 
since following the general practice he would likely have been named for his 
father or grandfather. However, the names of James’ remaining children and 
known grandchildren offers some indication of common names handed 
down from generation to generation. The names of James’ children, 
William, James C., George W., Martha and Mary follow the pattern of 
names of his brother John’s children in Cades Cove, Tennessee. Also, two of 
James’ grandchildren were named James and George. My great-great- 
grandfather John’s first girls were Mary and Martha, and his first son was 
named George. As we pointed out in Chapter III on my great-great-grand- 
father, John Oliver, we hesitate at first to make too much of this relationship 
of names, yet, there is a discernible thread that begins to emerge here which 
we were to keep in mind as we continued this search. 

In closing this chapter, we must again acknowledge the warm friendship 
and assistance of the descendants of James Oliver. They are a wonderful and 
most generous people and we feel priviledged and fortunate to have helped 
to bridge this 130 year gap between us. 

Finally, we feel a deep affection for James Oliver (1799-1863). Here was a 
man born in North Carolina who migrated to East Tennessee and then to 
North Georgia over a period of 50-60 years and who raised a large family in 
a harsh pioneer country. One of his sons gave his life in the bloody carnage 
at the Battle of Chickamauga. A religious man, he helped his brother, John, 
organize the first church in Cades Cove, Tennessee in 1827. He undoubtedly 
lived a life of hard frontier labor to raise his family. He, like thousands of his 
countrymen, helped to conquer a vast wilderness and build a new Nation. 
Yet, this man and his wife today lie buried in unmarked graves in an 
unknown cemetery known only to God. Until our research and contact with 
his great-grandchildren in 1982, James Oliver, his wife Mary, and his family 
had simply vanished from history and the memory of his descendants. This is 
certainly not to fault his people, but to pause here and pay our respect to one 
of our own, James Oliver. May he and his family rest in peace. 


POST SCRIPT 


The research on James Oliver and the above written chapter was 
completed in 1982. In early 1984, following my open-heart surgery in 1983, 
we again resumed our work on the ancestors of my great-great-grandfather, 
John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) of Cades Cove, Tennessee. The mystery of what 
happened to the children of James and Mary Oliver, listed in the 1850 and 
1860 census records for Walker and Catoosa Counties, Georgia, still 
remained. As above related in 1982, we found some of the grandchildren of 
William Oliver, son of James and Mary Oliver, living in Flintstone, Georgia, 
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but they did not know their great-grandfather, James, or any of his children 
or descendants. Confronted with this lack of information, records or leads 
on these people, we were near the end of our research when a rare 
breakthrough occurred. Because Walker and Catoosa Counties in Georgia 
border the Tennessee-Georgia line with Hamilton County, Tennessee at 
Chattanooga, we began searching the Hamilton County census records from 
1850-1910 for more information on the descendants of William and Lucinda 
Ann Oliver who we thought could have relocated from Georgia to Hamilton 
County, Tennessee. 


GEORGE W. OLIVER, 14 April 1840 — 19 February 1922 


As a result of this work, as expected, we did expand our information on 
these descendants, but more important we found the following additional 
census records in Hamilton County, Tennessee for 1870, 1880, 1900 and 1910: 


The 1870 Tennessee Census for Hamilton County, 6th District, Post Office — 
Ooltewah: 


George W. Oliver, age 25, born Tennessee 
Charlotte Oliver, age 17, born Tennessee 
Margaret Oliver, age 1, born Tennessee 


The 1880 Tennessee Census for Hamilton County, 5th District: 

















George W. Oliver, age 37, born Tennessee, father in 
mother in 
Charlotte Oliver, age 27, born Tennessee, father in 
mother in Tennessee 
Margaret E. Oliver, age 12, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 
Mary J. Oliver, age 10, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 
John Oliver, age 8, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 
George Oliver, age 5, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 
Minnie M. Oliver, age 2, born Tennessee father in Tennessee 
(20 February !879 — 27 April 1933) mother in Tennessee 
The 1900 Tennessee Census for Hamilton County, 5th District: 
George W. Oliver, age 62, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in North Carolina 
Lottie Oliver, age 50, born Tennessee, father in 
mother in 
Doll Oliver, age 19, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 


mother in Tennessee 
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William Oliver, age 14, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 

Sarah Oliver, age 11, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 

Carl Oliver, age 9, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 

Virginia Ward(Dau), age 16, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 

5/ 

Earl H. Ward(G/S), age 12, born Tennessee, father in 

mother in Tennessee 





The 1910 Tennessee Census for Hamilton County, Sth District, Shallowford Road: 


George W. Oliver, age 71, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 


Charlotte Oliver, age 64, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
mother in Tennessee 
Hiram Oliver, age 20, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 
(Carl) mother in Tennessee 
Sarah Oliver, age 21, born Tennessee, father in Tennessee 


mother in Tennessee 


We were excited by this information. Could this be George W. Oliver, son 
of James and Mary Oliver, who was age 6 in 1850 and 16 in 1860? A 
long-distance call to an Oliver living in East Chattanooga, Tennessee picked 
at random from the telephone directory began to unravel this mystery. This 
Oliver told us to call a Mrs. Elizabeth Cline in Harrison, Tennessee, a suburb 
of East Chattanooga, who reportedly was a descendant of George W. Oliver 
and well-informed on his history. Mrs. Cline proved to be a gold mine. She 
said she was a great-granddaughter of George W. Oliver, descending from 
his first daughter, Margaret (listed above as one year old in the 1870 census). 
To our great surprise she said her aunt, then past 80, told her in 1977 that 
George W. Oliver said before he died in 1922 that he had been born in a 
place called Cades Cove, Tennessee! She asked if we had ever heard of Cades 
Cove! 

This then was the missing George W. Oliver, last son of James and Mary 
Oliver. We visited Mrs. Cline in June 1984 and she gave us a detailed 
account of George W. Oliver and his descendants. Unfortunately, as was the 
case of the descendants of William Oliver in Flintstone, Georgia, these 
Olivers did not know who the parents of George W. Oliver were. Some had 
been to Cades Cove, Tennessee in recent years and wondered if they were 
related to our Olivers buried there. From Mrs, Cline and census and military 
records, we pieced together the history of George W. Oliver. 

Mrs. Cline remembered that her great-grandfather, George W. Oliver, had 
served in the Confederate Army during the Civil War and had fought at 
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Missionary Ridge. This was the scene of heavy fighting during the Battle of 
Chickamauga near Chattanooga, Tennessee. Another granddaughter, Mrs. 
Eva Oliver Brumlow, confirmed this information and said George W. Oliver 
received a pension for his military service until he died in 1922, after which 
his wife received a pension until her death in 1929. Since the last census for 
James Oliver in 1860, listing son George at age 16, was in Catoosa County, 
Georgia, we believed George probably entered service in a Georgia Unit. As 
expected, we found his military records in the Georgia Archives in Atlanta. 
These records consist of eight cards as follows: 


Card | identifies the soldier as G. W. Oliver, Co. K, 12 Georgia Cavalry, 
Private. 

Card 2 headed 12 Cav. Ga. states that “G. W. Oliver, Pvt. Co. K, 4 Reg’t, 
Georgia Cavalry appears on Company Muster Roll of the organization named 
above for Nov. and Dec. 1863.” He enlisted at Ringgold for the period of the 
war, was last paid to June, 1863, and had received $75.00 for use and risk of a 
horse. He was listed as Present and the Remarks section stated “Gun 50 Cat’es 
X 200 Belt 75 Cap box.” 

Card 3 headed 12 Ga. Cav. was a Muster Roll for Nov. 14, 1864 which gave 
his enlistment as May 20, 1863 and stated he was last paid on Dec. 31, 1863. He 
was listed as Absent and the Remarks Section stated “Prisoner War.” 

Card 4 headed 12 Ga. Cav. was also a record of Company Muster Roll for 
Company K, 4 Reg’t Georgia Cavalry and gave the date “for Nov. and Dec., 
1864.” The enlistment and pay data were repeated. He was listed as “Absent” 
with the Remarks, “Prisoner of War June, 1864.” 


Each of these last three cards contained the following explanatory 
footnote: 


Special Orders No. 8 A & I.G.O., dated Richmond, Jan’y 1863 direct that 
Ten of the eleven companies composing the organization known in the Army 
of Tennessee as the 4th Georgia Cavalry (formed upon the basis of the 23rd 
Geo Battalon) will constitute the 12th Reg’t Geo Cav’y to take effect from the 
30th Jan’y, 1863 the date of the organization effected under the orders of Gen. 
Bragg. The eleventh company will be the subject of assignment to some Geo 
Batt’n or other organization to be designated hereafter. 


This footnote identifies the reorganization of the 4th Georgia Cavalry 
ordered by General Bragg who was the Confederate Commanding General 
at the Battle of Chickamauga on September 19 and 20, 1863. At this battle 
some 100,000 men were engaged, about a third of whom were reported killed 
or missing. George who was about 19 years old at his enlistment on 20 May 
1863, would have only four months to prepare for one of history’s bloodiest 
battles. 

The last four cards of George W. Oliver’s military records appear to have 
been prepared from records of the Union Army at Louisville, Kentucky. 

Card 5 states that Geo. W. Oliver, Pvt., 4 Regt Ga Inf., appears on a roll of 
Deserters from the Rebel Army, received July 14, 1864 and discharged July 16, 
1864. The statement “Oath to remain North Ohio River” is under “Remarks.” 
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Card 6 is similar stating that Geo. W. Oliver, Pvt., 4 Reg’ Ga Cav., appears 
on a Register of Prisoners of War received at Military Prison, Louisville, 
Kentucky, and that he was captured in Catoosa County, Georgia and 
discharged on his “oath” in July 1864. 

Card 7 states that George W. Oliver’s name appears as signature to an Oath 
of Allegiance to the United States, subscribed and sworn to at Chattanooga, 
Tenn., that his place of residence was Catoosa County, Ga., his complexion 
fair, hair dark, eyes blue and height 5 ft. 8 in., dated July !, 1864. 

The last card also lists the name of Geo. W. Oliver, Pvt. 4 Regt. Ga Cav., as 
signature to an Oath of Allegiance to the United States, subscribed and sworn 
to at Louisville, July 16, 1864. His place of residence was again given as 
Catoosa County, Ga., but his complexion was listed as “lite” and his height as 
5 ft. 7 in. Under Remarks the word “Vol” is written. Also, a second Remark 
states, “Sent from the Dept. of the Cumberland to be released north of the 
Ohio River.” A footnote to this card states, “Roll of Pris. of War dischgd from 
Military Prison, Louisville, Ky., during the month of July 1864.” 


These military records leave little doubt that this is George W. Oliver, son 
of James and Mary Oliver. All the pieces fit. His residence is Catoosa 
County. He enlisted at Ringgold in Catoosa County on May 20, 1863 and 
was captured in Catoosa County in June 1864. All this supports the family 
history that he fought at Missionary Ridge which was only a few miles north 
of Ringgold where he enlisted. However, we could not find a Confederate 
Pension record for either him or his wife. These pensions were paid by the 
state of residence at time of application, but he could not be found in 
Tennessee or Georgia Pension Records. Finally, in 1986, we checked the 
Pension Records of Union veterans at the National Archives where we found 
George W. Oliver of Hamilton County, Tennessee listed as a Union soldier! 
His records at the National Archives reveal one of the strangest stories we 
were to find in all of our research. 

This story follows: George W. Oliver, of Hamilton County, Tennessee, 
applied for and was awarded a Union Pension under Act of Congress of 
January 27, 1890, which he drew until his death on February 17, 1922. After 
his death, his wife, Charlotte, applied for a pension based on his service 
which she received until her death, June 18, 1929. George W. Oliver’s service 
in the Union Army was confirmed by the War Department. He enlisted in 
Company D, 22nd Indiana Infantry (he said at Columbus, Indiana) on 
September 23, 1864, and was discharged June 9, 1865 at Indianapolis, 
Indiana. He gave his age at enlistment as 19. Congress authorized several 
increases in pension rates which he applied for and received. Increases were 
also provided at ages 62, 65, 70 and 75 and over. In 1907 he applied for such 
an increase under the Act of February 6, 1907, giving his age as 67, born 
April 14, 1839. In 1912, he again applied for an increase giving his age as 70, 
born April 14, 1842. In November, 1912, the Bureau of Pensions noting this 
age discrepancy requested that he verify his age and provide family records 
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of birth. His case finally came before the Bureau of Pension’s Board of 
Review which on April 13, 1916, requested the Special Examination 
Division to determine his correct age. This request stated that he “should be 
required to give his full family history, the date of the marriage of his 
parents, the dates of birth of their children in chronological order, and his 
age as recorded in the marriage records on February 2, 1867.” Also, 
requested was the testimony of any brothers or sisters relative to his date of 
birth. This examination was made before a special examiner at George W. 
Oliver’s home on April 27, 1916. 

His Deposition is one of the most important records ever found on the 
family of James Oliver, (1799-1863) and is included as follows: 


DEPOSITON A — Case of George W. Oliver, No. 785539 


On this 27 day of April, 1916, at Affiants home, County of James State of 
Tenn., before me, Thos. R. Hardwich a special examiner of the Bureau of 
Pensions, personally appeared George W. Oliver, who, being by me first duly 
sworn to answer truly all interrogatories propounded to him during this special 
examination of aforesaid claim for pension, deposes and says: I am 76 years of 
age; my post-office address is Harrison, Tenn. I used to be a farmer. I do 
nothing now. I served in Co. D 22 Ind. Inft. I enlisted in Sept. 1864, I think, 
and was discharged June 1865. I had no prior nor subsequent service. D 22 
Ind. Inf. was all the government service of any kind I ever performed. I draw 
$15.50 per month pension. I was slightly wounded in my left side on March 19, 
1865 at Burtonville, N.C. I had rheumatism through North Carolina along in 
1865. I had diarrhea too in service in 1865. | am a married man. I have never 
been married but once. I married Charlotte Horn (I call her Lottie) on Feb. 2 
about 48 yrs. ago. Squire McNabb married us in what was then Hamilton Co., 
Tenn. Since then that part of the county was cut off and made James County. 
My wife had no prior marriage. She is living with me yet. We have no minor 
children. When I enlisted in the army I enlisted at Columbus, Ind. and was 
discharged at Indianapolis, Ind. I was born in Blount Co., Tenn. somewhere 
near Maryville, I believe. My father was Jim Oliver. My mother was Mary 
Oliver. She was Mary White before she married. From Blount Co., Tenn. my 
parents brought me to Hamilton Co. Tenn. when I was 8 or 10 yrs. old. We 
were 4 or 5 miles east of Chattanooga, Tenn. in the Sth Dist. I reckon 
Sunnyside was the voting precient. Where I was there was — is now called 
Hornville. We stayed there, I think, till the war broke out. My parents died 
there. Father died about 1863 and mother about 1870. I was living there when I 
went to the army. The Confederates just enrolled me about 1861. They put me 
down on the roll of those eligible for the army but did not take me away from 
home. Father was opposed to my going to the army, so he sent me across the 
Ohio River about the first of 1862. I went to New Albany, Ind. first and 
worked for a man named Williams and then Johnson. I was at New Albany 
and close for a year and over. Then I went to close to Jeffersonville, Ind. and 
worked with a gardner — Collins — for about a year. Then I went to 
Columbus, Ind. where I enlisted. I had two brothers Jim and Bill. They died in 
time of the war. They were older than I. I am the youngest child. I had another 
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brother John who died before I can remember him. | had sisters — Jemima, 
Lourenie, Polly Ann, Catherine, there were some younger ones but I do not 
remember their names. All my sisters are dead. I am the only one of the family 
left. | can’t give the order of birth of my brothers and sisters. Catharine (Katie) 
was born just before me. I don’t know how much older she was than I. I don’t 
know which one was just before Catharine. When I left home in 1862 all my 
brothers and sisters had gone from home and had been gone several years. I do 
not remember where I was living when the Census of 1860 was taken. I guess I 
was at what is now Hornville, Tenn. I was with my parents in 1860. Just father, 
mother and I were at home. Yes sir, I think, it was the Sth Dist. My father 
rented. He didn’t own his place. I don’t recollect whose place he was on in 
1860. 1 am sure we were about 4 miles East of Chattanooga at that time. I was 
at the same place in 1850. Just me and father and mother were at home then. 
No sir, none of my brothers were in the army. I never heard of an Alexander 
Oliver nor a Nancy Oliver. When I left home to go across the Ohio River I was 
about 19 yrs. old. When I enlisted I was asked my age. I forget what I did tell 
them. I was about 22 yrs. old I think. I have nearly lost my recollection. But, I 
was born April 14, 1839 by my mother’s record and I only have that in my 
head. No, there is no Bible record of it. When I went to Mr. Matthews he made 
it wrong. I didn’t tell him I was born in 1842. I don’t know how he knew I was 
born in 1842. I have always known | was born in 1839. I had not voted and was 
not old enough to vote when I went across the Ohio River 1862. I left here 
about 1862. I don’t recall the month. The first time I ever voted was in 
Hamilton Co. Tenn. It was since the war and in a county election, I think. lam 
ten years older than my wife. I do not know how old she is. No, I never had any 
mustache or beard when I was in the army. No sir, I had not shaved while in 
the army that I recollect. Well, I think I had got a barber to shave me when I 
was discharged. I guess I must have been about 25 yrs. old when I married. I 
married somewhere along about 1868. It might have been 1867. There were 
seven of we young fellows who were just about my age who were recruits at 
same time. We joined the Regt. at Rome, Ga. and — no we were taken at 
Columbus and were sent to Indianapolis. I was just wrong about Rome. These 
seven recruits were me and Philip River, Jack Thom, Jim Long, Jeff Walden, 
Mach Oral and Owens. They were all about my age. I was quite small 
and just can recollect coming from Blount Co. to Hamilton Co. If I wasn’t in 
Blount and Hamilton Cos. Tenn. in 1850 and 1860 as I say then I don’t know 
where I was. I came back here at discharge and have been in Hamilton and 
James Co. ever since. I had a sister Jemima who married Jesse Davis who died 
in the 10 Tenn. Inf. at Nashville. This sister died, | reckon, 10 yrs. ago at the 
age of 84 yrs. | don’t know how much older she was than I. I have no agent or 
attorney and I have no agreement as to a fee and I have paid no fees. I do not 
care to be present or represented during a further examination of the case. We 
first lived in this section on a farm of Alex Macklin. Alex Machlin lived in 
Blount Co. Tenn. but owned a farm down here. I don’t know whether the farm 
was in Tenn. or just across the line from here in Georgia. That place was, I 
rather think, in Catoosa Co. Ga. It was 2 or 3 miles east of Rossville, Ga. I 
don’t know what district. My father made one crop down there then came up 
to the vicinity of Hornville, Tenn. and stayed the rest of his life. 
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I understand your questions and my answers are correctly worded in this 
deposition which has been read to me. 


his 
/s/ George W. X_ Oliver 
mark 
Attest: 
/s{ M. L. Miller 


/s/ Pearl Miller 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27 day of April 1916, and I certify 
that the contents were fully made known to deponent before signing. 


/s/ Thos. R. Hardwich 
Special Examiner. 


Pension records indicate that; (1) the Board of Review determined that 
George W. Oliver was born April 14, 1844; (2) that although he obtained an 
increase prior to reaching age 62, no fraud was shown; and, (3) he was 
allowed increases on April 14, 1914 at age 70 and April 14, 1919 at age 75. 
On July 21, 1921 he again applied for increase of pension and stated on the 
Declaration for Pension Form that he was 77 years old, born April 14, 1844 
and at the time of his enlistment in 1864 was 5 ft. 7 inches, had fair 
complexion, blue eyes and black hair. This is the same description from the 
records found in the Georgia Archives in Atlanta discussed earlier and leaves 
no doubt George W. Oliver was one of the few men in the Civil War to serve 
in both the Confederate and Union Armies. It is obvious, from all the 
records, Confederate and Union, that he enlisted in the 22 Indiana Infantry 
on September 23, 1864 after being released as a Confederate prisoner of war 
at Louisville, Kentucky in July, 1864. His desire to conceal his Confederate 
service and to protect his Union pension is understandable. This was indeed 
a difficult period in the South whose economy was still recovering from the 
Civil War. Certainly, he had performed his duty for both the South and 
North, having fought at Missionary Ridge for the South and later wounded 
in 1865 fighting with the North. His service was honorable, of which his 
descendants can be proud. 

George W. Oliver and his wife are buried in the Old Tyner Cemetery in 
unmarked graves in East Chattanooga, Tennessee near where they lived 
most of their lives and where many of their children and grandchildren lived. 
The present descendants of George W. Oliver and the descendants of his 
brother, William Oliver, at Flintstone, Georgia, were unaware of their 
relationship and that as cousins they had lived all their lives only some 
twenty miles apart. This is, perhaps, a typical story of American families and 
accounts for much of the difficulty facing a family genealogist in tracing 
ancestors. 

The information in George W. Oliver’s Deposition was of enormous value 
in completing the history of James Oliver. Here we learn for the first time the 
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names of other children and the dates of death of his father and mother. 
Some information appears inconsistent as the death of brother Bill in the 
war and the move of his parents from Catoosa County after one year. 
William, of course, did not die during the war and census records place the 
parents, James and Mary Oliver, in Catoosa County in 1860, not Hornville, 
Tennessee, and Mary Oliver in Walker County in 1870. This could have been 
due to his inability to remember. In his report of June 19, 1916 the Special 
Examiner, Mr. Hardwich, noted that “claimant seems feeble and I have been 
unable to get data from him for further examination.” From this Deposition 
we were able to complete our research on James Oliver (1799-1863), which is 
outlined below. 


JOHN OLIVER, 1820/25-1830/40 


This older brother of George W. Oliver is the oldest son identified in the 
1830 Tennessee Census for James Oliver as the male born 1820 to 1825 and 
missing in the 1840 Census. The name John is extremely important because 
of the possibility that he was named for his grandfather, the father of James. 


JAMES C. OLIVER, 1825/30-1863 


George W. Oliver’s statement of a brother Jim who died during the war 
confirms the story of the descendants of William Oliver of a brother Jim 
killed at the Battle of Chickamauga in 1863. 


DEATH OF JAMES AND MARY OLIVER 


George W. Oliver gives 1863 as the approximate date of death of his father 
and 1870 for his mother. It is possible James’s death encouraged George to 
enlist in the Confederate Army in May 1863. Mary was still alive when the 
1870 Georgia Census was taken, living with son William. George’s identifica- 
tion of his mother as Mary White and his place of birth “in Blount County, 
Tennessee, somewhere near Maryville,” is conclusive evidence that James 
Oliver of Catoosa County, Georgia came from Blount County, Tennessee, 
and was the brother of John Oliver (1780/90-1863). 


JEMIMA OLIVER DAVIS, 1825/ 30-1904 


One of the sisters named by George W. Oliver was Jemima. He said that 
she died at age 84 and was married to Jesse Davis who “died in the 10th 
Tennessee Infantry at Nashville.” From this lead, we were able to research 
and piece together her history. She was born between 1825-30 according to 
the various ages she gave in census and pension records. In 1900 she gave 
August 1825 as her birth. This means that she is the unnamed daughter of 
James and Mary Oliver in the 1830 and 1840 census records of Blount 
County, Tennessee. On October 26, 1849, she married Jesse Davis who 
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appears in the 1850 Census of the Peavine District of Walker County, 
Georgia, as follows: 


Jessie Davis, age 41, farmer, born South Carolina 
Jemima Davis, age 20, born Tennessee 
Surry E. Davis, age 15, born Tennessee 
Lavina J. Davis, age I], born Tennessee 
Mary M. Davis, age 8, born Tennessee 
Calvin Davis, age 6, born Tennessee 
Elizabeth Davis, age 2, born Georgia 


Jessie Davis already had five children by his first wife when he married 
Jemima. The youngest, Elizabeth, 2 years old, indicates Jessie’s first wife had 
died in the past two years in Georgia. The other children were all born in 
Tennessee indicating Jessie was first married there. A Blount County, 
Tennessee marriage of a Jesse Davis to Elizabeth Garner/Gamer in 1828/29 
could be this family. James Oliver’s son, William, married Lucinda Ann 
Davis in Walker County, Georgia in 1850. She was born in March 1832 
according to census records. Lucinda Ann’s death certificate of March 17, 
1921 listed her mother as Bettie (Elizabeth) and father as Jessie Davis who, 
we believe, is this same Jessie Davis whose second wife was Jemima Oliver. 
The 1850 census of Walker County, Georgia for James Oliver lists in his 
household a James Davis, age 21, born in Georgia who could be related to 
Jesse, perhaps another son. This man is apparently married to Martha E. 
Davis, also in James’ household, who as discussed previously, we believe is 
also a daughter of James Oliver. 

We found Jesse Davis’ military record showing he enlisted on February 2, 
1864 in Company F, 10th Reg. of Tennessee Vols, Union Army, and was 
mustered in on February 16, 1864 at Nashville, Tennessee. He gave his age as 
42, born in Pendleton County, South Carolina. He died in U. S. General 
Hospital No. 8 at Nashville, Tennessee on February 25, 1865 of smallpox 
where he was listed as 57 years old! To volunteer for service in the Union 
Army at age 56, as a private, is a tribute to this man and says something of 
the emotions of that turbulent time. On April 20, 1865, Jemima, living in 
Hamilton County, Tennessee, applied for a widow’s pension listing the 
following minor children born to her and Jesse Davis: 


Susan Catherine born February 26, 1851 


Jesse born September 1, 1853 
Rebecca born March 14, 1857 
Mary Ann born December 2, 1859 
Martha Clarinda born April 27, 1861 
George W. born November 2, 1863 


In 1866, she applied for an increase in her pension and included sworn 
supporting statements of the dates of birth of her children by her mother, 
Mary Oliver, her sisters, Mary Ann Oliver (for whom her daughter Mary 


141 


Ann was named), Catherine (Oliver) Smith, and Martha Davis and William 
Cunningham (age 23). Martha is not specifically identified as a sister in her 
statement. Jemima continued to receive a pension until her death, listed as 
January 1904 in pension records. She appears with her children in census 
records for Catoosa County, Georgia; Hamilton County, Tennessee with son 
Jesse in 1880; and, in 1900 with her youngest son, George, in Hamilton 
County, Tennessee. This son is listed in the last published census in 
Hamilton County in 1910 with children Bertha 24, Ethel 22, Luther 19, 
Edgar 17, Harry 15 and Roy 13. 

The above information on the family of Jesse Davis suggests they came 
from Blount County, Tennessee to the Peavine area of Walker County, 
Georgia between the birth of Calvin (born in Tennessee) in 1844 and 
Elizabeth (born in Georgia) in 1848 (children by Jesse’s first wife). James 
Oliver also moved his family to this same Peavine area from Blount County, 
Tennessee between 1844, when son George W. was born, and the 1850 
census. Considering this and their location at Peavine one house apart in 
1850, we believe they could have been friends in Blount County and came to 
Georgia together. My grandfather, William H. Oliver, wrote in 1931-33 
(Chapter II) that “the first preacher that ever preached (in Cades Cove) was 
Richard Davis. His brother, William Davis, was also the Clerk, ten years, 
and then ordained . . . June the 17th, 1837.” We know James Oliver was in 
the church from the first organization meeting in 1827 and no doubt these 
Davis brothers were well-known to him and close friends. One of these men 
could have been Jesse Davis’ father. This, of course, is speculation and 
another of the straws of information we have on James Oliver. 


LURENA OLIVER, 1830/35-1870/80 


Lurena is the daughter of James and Mary Oliver named by George W. 
Oliver as his sister in his 1916 Deposition. She is the unnamed female in the 
1840 census, born 1830-35, for James Oliver in Cades Cove, Tennessee. 
Previously in 1984, we had uncovered information on Lurany Oliver at the 
Ringgold Library in Catoosa County, Georgia. Here we learned of a Mrs. 
Norma Brown who said she was a great-great-granddaughter of Lurena 
Oliver who married Andrew Walker in 1850. We found Lurena Oliver listed 
in the Walker County, Georgia 1850 Census, age 18, born in Tennessee. Mrs. 
Brown believed Lurena Oliver was a daughter of James and Mary Oliver. 
We noted that Lurena Walker was listed with her husband (Andrew Walker) 
in the 1850 Walker County Census next door to the home of Samuel 
Caruthers in whose household James C. Oliver, son of James Oliver, was 
living. We believed then that, in all likelihood, Lurany was the daughter 
missing in the 1850 Walker County, Georgia Census for James Oliver who 
we had concluded probably married by 1850, shortly after James moved his 
family from Blount County, Tennessee to the Peavine community near 
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Ringgold, Georgia. Also, the name Lurena was significant because it was the 
name of James Oliver’s sister-in-law, wife of his brother John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863) who was my great-great-grandmother, Lurany Frazier. It 
would have been a reasonable choice for the name of one of James Oliver’s 
daughters. Mrs. Brown had no definite proof, but the circumstantial 
evidence was very persuasive that her ancestor, Lurena Oliver, was in fact 
James Oliver’s daughter. Now, George W. Oliver’s 1916 Deposition provides 
conclusive evidence of her identity. 

With Mrs. Brown’s assistance, we found the following information on 
Lurena. Mrs. Brown said Lurena was born in 1832 in Blount County, 
Tennessee. Her first husband, Andrew C. Walker, who was in the Confed- 
erate Army, was killed during the war. Her second husband was James 
Green, a former Union soldier she married in Catoosa County, Georgia on 4 
November 1866. Mrs. Brown said that he was apparently the victim of a 
drowning accident. We find a marriage of a Lourena Oliver in Catoosa 
County, Georgia to G. W. Grant on 2 August 1875 which could be a third 
marriage of this same Lurena Oliver. Lurena is listed in the 1870 Census for 
Catoosa County, Georgia next door to her sister, Jemima Oliver Davis, as 
follows: 


Lurenia Green age 39, born Tennessee 
Lucinda A. Green age 3, born Georgia 
Addie C. (Caldonia) Green age 7/12, born Georgia 
William A. Walker age 18, born Georgia 
Mary J. Walker age 14, born Georgia 
James L. Walker age 11, born Georgia 
Clarissa E. Walker age 8, born Georgia 


The Walker children are from her first marriage to Andrew C. Walker and 
Lucinda A. and Addie C. Green from her marriage to James Green. It 
appears Green had died within the past year. Her son James Walker is 
married and listed in the 1880 and 1900 Walker County, Georgia and 1910 
Hamilton County, Tennessee Census. Daughter Clarissa Walker, age 18, is 
living with the family of Mary Evitt in the 1880 Walker County, Georgia 
Census. Also, daughter Mary J. is married to Thomas Evitt and listed in the 
1880 Walker County, Georgia Census. Living with Mary J. are her half- 
sisters, daughters of Lurena Oliver Walker Green, Lucinda 12 and Caldonia 
Green 9. The presence of these two minor Green children in the home of 
their half-sister indicates that Lurena Oliver, their mother, is dead by 1880. 
After 1880 no records could be found for her. 

Mrs. Brown descends from Lucinda Ann Green who she says was born 
June 6, 1867 in Catoosa County, Georgia. Lucinda Ann married Joseph 
Clinton Harris on March 20, 1886. She died December 21, 1941 in Hamilton 
County, Tennessee and is buried at Concord Baptist Church. 
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In 1986, we located a census record for the two other daughters of James 
Oliver, Mary Ann and Catherine, living together in Hamilton County, 
Tennessee in 1870 as follows: 


Mary A. Oliver age 30 (34), born Tennessee 
Catherine Smith age 26 (30), born Tennessee 
Mima Oliver age 11, born Georgia 


In 1982, we found a Catoosa County, Georgia marriage record of a 
Catherine Oliver to William Smith, dated October 7, 1866, which we thought 
could be James Oliver’s daughter. This 1870 census record indicates that 
Catherine Smith is Catherine Oliver, living with her sister, Mary Ann Oliver. 
We do not know what happened to William Smith or to Catherine’s 
marriage. No trace of him and/or her was found in later census records. This 
is also the last record located for her sister, Mary Ann Oliver. Perhaps, 
further research by descendants will be more successful. 


HOME OF JAMES AND MARY OLIVER IN CATOOSA COUNTY, 
GEORGIA 


During our June, 1984, visit to Ringgold, Catoosa County, Georgia, we 
located the place where, we believe, James and Mary Oliver lived in the 
Peavine District. From discussions with descendants, it appears that their 
home was at Blue Springs in the area cut off from Walker County in 1853 to 
form Catoosa County. Blue Springs is about five miles from the old Peavine 
Baptist Church Cemetery in Walker County. This is the oldest cemetery in 
this community and, as previously stated, where, we believe, James and 
Mary Oliver are buried. The old Caruthers Family Cemetery is on Three 
Notch Road in this same area recalling that in 1850 James C. Oliver was 
living with Samuel Caruthers near his father, James Oliver, and next-door to 
his sister, Lurena Oliver Walker. Also, in this immediate vicinity is the 
community of Woods Station where James Oliver’s daughter, Martha E. 
Oliver, wife of James Davis, was buried in 1880, we believe, in an unmarked 
grave at the old Woods Station Baptist Cemetery. Luther Oliver of Flint- 
stone, Georgia, great-grandson of James Oliver, told us that as a boy his 
father brought him to see relatives at Blue Springs in Catoosa County, 
Georgia. 

George W. Oliver states in his Deposition in 1916 that his parents first 
lived two or three miles east of Rossville, Georgia in Catoosa County. The 
census of Catoosa County placing them there in both 1850 (then Walker 
County) and again in 1860, and the military record showing George W. 
Oliver’s residence as Catoosa County in 1863, all indicate James and Mary 
Oliver lived in Georgia until his death in 1863. 
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POST SCRIPT CONCLUSION 


This concludes our second effort from 1984-86 to unravel the history of 
James Oliver (1799-1863). Our findings reinforced our previous work in 
1980-82 and established, beyond doubt, the identity of James Oliver as the 
brother of my great-great-grandfather John Oliver (1780/90-1863) of Cades 
Cove, Blount County, Tennessee. Although this second research discovered 
no oral family history on James Oliver’s father, it did uncover the names of 
one son and two daughters. The name of John as the first son is of major 
importance. If we assume that the third son, James C., was named for his 
father, this first son, John, could have been named for his grandfather. This 
discovery of John in 1986 came too late to be used in developing a family 
profile for our North Carolina research, but it was of enormous importance 
in helping to confirm our final conclusions as later chapters show. Also 
important was the identity of Jemima as James Oliver’s first daughter who 
likely was named for her grandmother White. The name of William White’s 
wife is unclear on the Blount County, Tennessee, records, but appears to be 
Jemima. 

Last, although our work on James Oliver had involved thousands of miles 
and many hundreds of hours research from 1980-86, there was a priceless 
reward in helping to uncover part of the lost heritage and history of our 
Oliver people. This is close to the heart of what genealogy research is all 
about and no greater compensation can be expected or received. 


Chapter VI 


George R. Oliver, 1785 - 1863 
Carter County, Tennessee 


Previous chapters have outlined our research on my great-great-grand- 
father, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), who came to Cades Cove, Tennessee in 
about 1821 from Carter County, Tennessee. Although he raised seven 
children and had over fifty grandchildren, the names of his parents and their 
origins were lost. By 1930 when my father, John W. Oliver (1878-1966), 
began working on this mystery, no living descendant knew this family 
history. Because of lack of records of this family, our research was slow and 
painstaking. However, to this point we had determined that John was born 
in North Carolina and lived in Carter County, Tennessee until about 1821 
when he moved to Cades Cove, Tennessee. Also, we were able to document 
the history of his brother, James, who was with him in Cades Cove about 
10-15 years, later moving to Georgia. Further, we had concluded that the 
Olivers in Washington County, adjoining Carter County, Tennessee, were 
not our Olivers. From all this work, perhaps the most important bit of 
evidence uncovered was the discovery of a George Oliver who lived in Carter 
County, Tennessee in this seme period and who was in the same company 
with John Oliver in the War of 1812. The possibility of a family link with this 
George Oliver was of great importance and we now turned all our attention 
to his history in Carter County, Tennessee which is detailed in this chapter. 

George Oliver’s name first appeared in our Carter County, Tennessee 
research in the 1818 Court Execution Docket and the 1819-20 Minute Book 
for the Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions. As noted in Chapter 
Ii] on John Oliver (1780/90-1863), a John Oliver and George Oliver were 
named in the Court Minutes of Carter County in 1819 as roadhands on the 
“public road from the dividing ridge between Gap Creek and Doe River to 
the dividing ridge between Doe River and Watauga River.” Also, in Chapter 
Ii] for the reasons therein stated, we concluded that this John Oliver was my 
great-great-grandfather. Our oral family history from Cades Cove, Tennessee 
of John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), contained no mention of a George Oliver as 
father, brother, cousin or any relation. We were, however, reminded that 
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John Oliver (1780/90-1863) named his first son George, and that a grand- 
child was named George — also, my father’s brother was named George. 
Further, in the last chapter we noted that James Oliver, John’s younger 
brother, named a son George. Could this George Oliver, detailed to work on 
the public road in 1819 in Carter County, Tennessee be another of John’s 
brothers? The only reference in our Oliver family history to another brother, 
other than James as previously mentioned, was my father’s story related to 
me in the late 1950’s that John said he had a brother who deserted during the 
War of 1812. This could not, of course, have been John’s brother, James, 
who was only about 15 years old in 1814. If we could find records of a 
brother in Carter County during this period of 1810-30, we might be able to 
identify John’s parents and family. 

Fortunately, at this point in our research, we learned that in 1951-53 my 
father, living in Blount County, Tennessee, had corresponded with a Mr. 
Robert Tipton Nave of Carter County, Tennessee, who had done consider- 
able research in Carter County. Mr. Nave was kind enough to provide us 
copies of his first letter to my father in 1951 as follows: 


(Carter County) 
Elizabethton, Tennessee 
December 24, 1951] 


Mr. John W. Oliver 
Townsend, Tennessee 


Dear Sir: 


I know you will be surprised to hear from me as I have come by your address 
from a Mrs. W. M. Vaught who received your letter of inquiry, dated March 
18, 1942, regarding the parentage of your great-grandfather John Oliver. 

Mrs. Vaught said she didn’t know anything about your family at the time 
and neglected to write you. While at her home today, she gave me your letter to 
answer as I know something of your ancestry, through research. 

Your John Oliver was, apparently, a brother to George Oliver, and their 
father was Charles Oliver, a pioneer of this county who came from North 
Carolina. 

Your John Oliver married Lucretia Frasier in 1817 in this county. His 
brother, George Oliver, married a Miss White before 1817 in North Carolina. 
Apparently they came to Carter County with their father, Charles Oliver, 
about 1815, Charles Oliver was a pensioner, 1 am not sure what war he was in 
as it could have been either the Revolution or the War of 1812. 

Now | am interested in Lucretia Frasier, wife of your John Oliver. Was she a 
daughter of Alexander Frasier who married Charity Bass in the 1790’s? Did 
she have a brother Joshua Frazier? I am trying to work out this Frazier line as I 
think I may be connected through my Hatcher ancestors. 

I should be happy to hear from you in the very near future. I will be glad to 
exchange any information I may have with you. 
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With kindest regards, I am, 


Sincerely, 
/s/ Robert Tipton Nave 


(Reprinted with permission of Mr. Robert T. Nave) 


My father was elated to receive this letter and replied December 28, 1951 
and again on January 19, 1952, detailing his ancestry which I have included 
in Chapter I. In these letters he showed great surprise that Charles Oliver 
could have been his great-great-grandfather and pointed out that there had 
never been a Charles in our Cades Cove Olivers. The possibility of a brother 
named George was also a surprise. He said that although his great-grand- 
father’s first son was named George, as well as his own brother, it never 
occurred to him to ask who they were named for. On February 17, 1953 he 
again wrote Mr. Nave asking if there was any way of knowing if the Charles 
Oliver referred to in Mr. Nave’s above quoted letter was, in fact, father of 
John Oliver (1780/90-1863). I picked up this trail in 1982 and corresponded 
with Mr. Nave for several months. Mr. Nave referred me to the following 
entry in the Carter County Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions 
Minute Book for 1829-1833, dated May 15, 1833: 


On motion it is ordered by the Court that George Oliver be appointed 
Administrator of all and singular the goods and chattles, rights and credits of 
Charles Oliver, Deceased, and said George came into open court and entered 
into bond with Christian Carriger (Carringer) in the sum of five hundred 
dollars and was qualified according to law. 


We found the referenced Bond of George Oliver and Christian Carriger of 
May 15, 1833 in the old County Court Records in Carter County. Unfortu- 
nately, later Court Minutes for 1833-35, which should have contained the 
Court’s action on the final administration, i.e., the inventory and disposition 
of the Estate of Charles Oliver are missing. However, Mr. Nave wrote me in 
1983 that he recalled seeing this estate record filed in the Probate Records 
under the name of the Administrator, George Oliver, at the Court House in 
Elizabethton, Carter County, Tennessee sometime around 1950. Based on 
his memory, he said George Oliver filed a claim for Charles Oliver’s military 
service “in the late war.” With regard to Charles Oliver being a Revolu- 
tionary War soldier and pensioner he said that this was a mistake — that 
Charles Oliver had been included erroniously on an unofficial list of 
pensioners for Carter County compiled by a local genealogist or historian. 
Beyond this Mr. Nave had no evidence that Charles Oliver was a war veteran 
or was either the brother or father of George Oliver. We were unable to find 
the Court Probate record for Charles Oliver which Mr. Nave reported he 
saw at the County Court House in Elizabethton, although a thorough search 
was made. 
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However, because of this reference to military service “in the late war,” we 
believed it was possible that a military record for Charles Oliver was on file 
somewhere. Accordingly, an exhaustive search was made of all Tennessee 
soldiers in the Revolution and War of 1812 with no success. We then 
expanded this search to South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia and 
Kentucky with the same results. A number of soldiers named Charles Oliver 
served in the War of 1812 from these states, but on close examination of 
their military records in the National Archives in Washington, D. C., none 
of them matched this Charles Oliver of Carter County, deceased in 1833. 

At this point there was insufficient evidence to indicate that Charles 
Oliver, deceased in Carter County in 1833, was our ancestor. However, he 
must have been related to George Oliver who the Court had appointed as 
Administrator of his estate. Mr. Nave told us of a Charlie Oliver (now 
deceased) he knew in the 1950’s in Carter County who was a grandson of this 
George Oliver. He said George Oliver had a son named Charles who died 
young and that there was a Charles Oliver in every generation of Olivers all 
the way back. Frustrated, we packed this ghost of Charles Oliver in our brief 
case for future consideration. We would certainly keep this name in mind as 
our research progressed. 


GEORGE R. OLIVER, 1785-1863 


We now turn to a detailed look at George Oliver (1785-1863) of Carter 
County, Tennessee. Of all the Olivers we researched, none occupies a more 
important place and time than this George. Indeed, at this point he and he 
alone is the last possible link we have to our John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) and 
his ancestors. We knew that our John was born in North Carolina, but the 
prospects of finding his parents, the “missing link,” based on this one clue 
appeared extremely bleak unless we could find a family connection with 
George Oliver which would expand the basis of our research. 

As before, we begin with the Minutes of the Carter County Court of 
Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions which cover the periods 1804-06 and 
1819-1833 — the minutes for 1806-1818 are missing. We found no Olivers in 
Carter County records prior to 1810. In the Court Minutes for 1819 we 
discover George Oliver designated as a road-hand. We also find George 
Oliver’s name in Court cases recorded in the Execution Docket for 1818. As 
in Chapter III for John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), we list below excerpts from 
these Court records which name George Oliver. We repeat that these Court 
excerpts on George, like the Court excerpts for John Oliver in Chapter II], 
are not verbatum transcripts, but brief summaries. If inclusive of some of 
this material appears trivial, we can only say that at this stage of our research 
every straw of information seemed important. Excerpts of Carter County 
Court Records follow: 
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CARTER COUNTY COURT EXECUTION DOCKET 


March 28, 1818 
John Canedy ) 

VS. ) Judg. for Plt for $7.50 
Geerge-Oliver- John Oliver) 


We note that the name of George Oliver was first inserted here and then lined 
through with John Oliver’s name added. This is the earliest reference to George 
Oliver in Carter County Court Records. 


June 12, 1819 


C. T. F. Carter ) 

vee ) Judg. for Pit. for $1.75 
Geo. Olover ) Satisfied by Bery Brewer 
June 12, 1819 
W. B. Carter ) 

VS. ) Judg. for Pit. for $2.70 
Geo. Olover ) Satisfied by B. Brewer 


June 12, 1819 


Joseph P. Taylor ) 

assign of Lucas Emmert ) Judg. for Plt. for $4.79 
vs. ) Satisfied by Bery Brewer 

Geo. Olover ) 


July 29, 1819 

W. B. Carter for the use ) 

of L. Emert by garnishment) 
vs. ) 

Geo. Olover ) 


Note the spelling of Oliver. Spelling of names often differed depending on 
the Recording Clerk. 


CARTER COUNTY COURT OF COMMON PLEAS AND QUARTER 
SESSION MINUTES 


Thursday, May 13th, 1819 

Ordered by the Court that John Simmerly be appointed overseer of the 
public road from the dividing ridge between Gap Creek and Doe River to the 
dividing ridge between Doe River and Watauga River and that Henry 
Simmerly, Jacob Simmerly, Thomas Russell, Henry Grindstaff, Jesse Lane, 
Westley Campbell, Jeremiah Campbell Senr., James Lacy, Philimon Lacy, 
John Inman, Alexander Lacy, Jacob Tipton, George Oliver, John Oliver, be 
hands to work on said road. 
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1821-22 

Ordered by the Court that Henry Simmerly be appointed overseer of the 
road in the room of John Simmerly and that the following persons be his 
hands to-wit: Jacob Simmerly, James Dugless, Henry Grindstaff, James 
Lovelace, Valentine Bowers, Nath! Campbell, Philimon Lacy, Alexr Lacy, 
James Williams, George Oliver and John Simmerly. 


August 14, 1823 


V. Bowers ) 
vs. ) George Oliver witness 
J. Tipton ) Failed to appear 


November 13, 1823 
James Russell for William _) 
Campbell’s use ) 
vs. ) Dismissed 
George Oliver and ) 
James Lacy ) 


1823-24 
State ) Anderson Kite acknowledged himself in 
Vs. ) debt to the State in the sum of one hundred 
Anderson Kite ) dollars. David Jackson and George Oliver 
bail in the sum of fifty dollars each to be 
levied of their goods and chattels, lands and tenements and void on condition 
that Anderson Kite appear — to answer a plea of the State. 


1824 
George Oliver appointed juror in case of State vs. John Fletcher and in case of 
State vs. Wm. Hughes 


November 16, 1825 


Caswell C. Taylor ) 
VS. ) Jug. for Pit. 
George Oliver ) 
November 16, 1825 
William Hughy (?) ) 
vs. ) Judg. for Pit. $8.124 


George Oliver ) Default by Def. 


May 10, 1826 


William C. Renfro ) Daniel Waid Constable for Carter County 
VS. ) returned into Open Court an Execution 
George Olliver ) issued by a Justice of the Peace for the sum 


of twenty one dollars eighty seven and one 
half cents in favor of William C. Renfro against the said Geo. Olliver. “Search 
made no goods and chattles found in my County to serve this Execution on, 
Served on fifty acres of land, the same more or less lying on the waters of the 
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Wautaugau River where said Olliver now lives. Served 27th April 1826. — 
which return appearing to the Court. Therefore ordered by the Court that the 
Sheriff sell so much of said land as will be of value sufficient to satisfy said 
execution and costs of this motion.” 


May 10, 1826 


Levi Nave ) Execution for $50.12'!4. Judgment ordered 
vs. ) satisfied by sale of Def. land (same action as 

George Olliver ) above) 

May 10, 1826 

Hardy Pearce ) Execution for $32.82'4. Judgment ordered 
vs. ) satisfied by sale of Def.’s land (same action 

George Olliver ) as above) 

May 10, 1826 

John Nave ) Execution for $3.50. Judgment ordered 
vs. ) satisfied by sale of Def’s land (same action 

George Olliver ) as above) 

May 13, 1828 

Josiah Clawson ) 
vs. ) Def. took insolvent debtors oath 

George Oliver ) 

Rubin Harrison ) Def. being arrested and having taken the 
Vs. ) insolvent debtor’s oath Defendant — re- 

George Oliver ) turned the following schedule of his assets, 


to-wit: “one half of one canoe, one pot, one 

tub and table. Peter Lewis owes me ten pounds iron, Pleasant Webb owes me 
twenty five pounds and Charles Lovelace fifty cents. The above is all the estate 
and debts owing and due to me.” 
— May 13, 1828 

his 

/s/ George X_ Oliver 
mark 


which property and debts assigned by the said Oliver to the Sheriff for the 
benefit of the said Josiah Clawson and Rubin Harrison. Therefore it is con- 
sidered by the Court that the said George be discharged from the custody of 
the Sheriff. 


To summarize the above Court records we are first impressed by the 
number of times George Oliver is mentioned — from being a road hand in 
1819, to being sued some 13 times between 1819 to 1828. This compares with 
some ten suits to recover indebtedness against John Oliver in the same 
Carter County Court between 1818-1821 discussed in Chapter III. Also, 
John is mentioned as a prosecuting witness eight times from 1819-20. Both 
John and George were in Court on the same day, June 12, 1819 and both 
were being sued by the same men, C. T. F. Carter and W. B. Carter, Both 
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had their Judgments paid and satisfied by the same man, B. Brewer. In one 
case on the 28th of March 1818, the Clerk inadvertently recorded George 
Oliver’s name as defendant to a Court action by mistake then lined through 
it and wrote John Oliver. 

Both George Oliver and John Oliver are about the same age and 
apparently judging from these Court records are in the same type business 
activity that involved them frequently in debt and lawsuits. We note in 
Chapter III that my grandfather said his grandfather, John Oliver (1780/90- 
1863), “burned coal in large quantities for forge purposes to make iron” in 
Carter County after the War of 1812. This activity could be the explanation 
of these Court actions, especially if George and John were independent 
operators. 

In addition to the above, it is of great significance that these Court records 
place two Olivers, a John and George, at the same place at the same time, 
apparently both in the iron production business. Family history of our 
Cades Cove Olivers definitely place our John Oliver (1780/90-1863) here at 
this place and this time as an iron worker. The 1819 Court record naming 
George and John Oliver to the same road-hands detail is also most 
significant because the length of road described tells us they both lived close 
together and shared responsibility for repair and upkeep as was the custom 
at that time. This coincidence of Court records placing John and George 
here strongly argued that these men were brothers. 


MILITARY RECORDS — WAR OF 1812 


The most compelling evidence that George and John Oliver were brothers 
was the discovery of a Muster Roll and Pay Roll for the War of 1812 
Company of Carter County militiamen under Capt. Adam Winsell in which 
both are listed as privates. These records, discussed in detail in Chapter III, 
show that George enlisted on 5 January 1814 and “deserted 4 March 1814.” 
This supports John’s story that he had a brother with him in the War of 1812 
who deserted. 

Fortunately, we found records in the National Archives of the application 
for pension of George R. Oliver’s wife, Nancy. These records are so 
important to our research that each paper is summarized below: 


1. October 1879 
Claim of Nancy (Peters) Oliver, age 66 of Carter County, Tennessee, for 
pension as widow of George R. Oliver. Claim states that George R. Oliver, 
deceased, served as a Private in Company commanded by Capt. Jesse Cole. 
George Oliver was drafted at Elizabethton, Tennessee, for term of 6 months 
and served 3 months, his service terminated by reason of furnishing a 
substitute at Lookout Mountain (now Chattanooga, Tenn.). George R. 
Oliver is described as about 5 feet 8 inches tall, black hair, dark blue or hazel 
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eyes and fair complexion. Nancy Oliver states that she married George R. 
Oliver 5 July 1837. George Oliver was previously married to Susanah White. 
He died at Watauga, Tennessee on 23 October 1863. Witness signing claim, 
William Peters age 42, and John Oliver age 73. 


. 14 October 1879 

Affidavit of Nancy (Peters) Oliver 

Nancy Oliver states she is the widow of George R. Oliver whom she married 
5 July 1837 by Henry Nave a J. P. She has no record of her marriage, and 
there is no church record. The Clerk of the County Court is unable to locate 
her marriage license. The only evidence she has are the witnesses who were 
present at the marriage. 


. 14 October 1879 

Affidavit of Tempie Pharr 

She was present and witnessed the marriage of Nancy Peters to George R. 
Oliver on 5 July 1837. Nancy and George Oliver lived together as man and 
wife until George Oliver died on 23 October 1863. She saw his corps carried 
across the river by her house to the graveyard. Nancy Oliver has not 
remarried. Tempie Pharr knew the first wife of George R. Oliver, Susan 
Oliver who died 20 February 1837. 


. 14 October 1879 

Affidavit of John Oliver 

John Oliver, age about 73, says he is a stepson of Nancy Oliver and a son of 
George R. Oliver, deceased. He was present and witnessed the marriage of 
Nancy Peters and George R. Oliver. He was present and witnessed the death 
of his father. Nancy Oliver has not remarried. His mother, Susan Oliver, 
died 20 February 1837. 


. 16 October 1879 

Statement of Clerk of Carter County Court that he is unable to locate 
marriage license of George R. Oliver to Nancy Peters. He said a great many 
records were destroyed during the Rebellion. 


. 21 November 1879 

Letter from Pension Office, Dept. of Interior, Washington, D. C. to U.S. 
Auditor requesting verification of War Service of George R. Oliver in 
Company commanded by Capt. Jesse Cole. 


. 7 February 1880 

Pension Office “Widow’s Brief” notes that U. S. Auditor reports “the name 
of George R. Oliver is not borne on the rolls of Capt. Jesse Cole’s Tennessee 
Militia, War of 1812.” Claim rejected March 8, 1880 on the ground of no 
evidence of the service of George R. Oliver as alleged. Pension Office entered 
note — “Jesse Cole’s Company was only in service from October 1813 to 
January 17, 1814, 3 months.” 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


. 22 March 1880 


Department of Interior, Pension Office letter to Nancy Oliver: 
Madam 
You are informed that your Claim No. 38198 as the widow of George R. 
Oliver under Act of March 9, 1878, has been rejected on the ground that 
there is no record or other evidence of the service of George R. Oliver as 
alleged. Any evidence that may be hereafter filed will be duly considered. 


. May 1880 


Affidavit of Henry Simerely 

States he is 90 years of age and was in Capt. Jesse Cole’s Company 
Tennessee Militia, War of 1812. He knew George R. Oliver, lived in same 
county not far apart. He knew George R. Oliver was in the Army in War of 
1812 and served with him some 3 months in Capt. King’s Company which 
Capt. Cole later commanded at Lookout Mountain now the site of 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. 


7 May 1880 
Affidavit of John Oliver 
On this 7 day of May 1880, John Oliver came before me the undersigned 
authority, and made oath in due form, that he is a son of George R. Oliver, 
deceased, by his first wife, Susan, and a step-son of claimant Nancy Oliver 
and is 73 years of age. that he recollects when his father went off into the 
Army — that he was a small boy but distinctly remembers his father taking 
him a little ways with him, and the troubled looks of his parents and the deep 
and lasting impression it made on his young mind. And that he remembers 
very distinctly when his father returned home. That he was out in the yard 
playing and saw his father coming first and ran hollering first to meet him. 
That he can’t remember how long his father was gone and only knows by 
hearing his father talk about it afterwards and remembers he always said he 
was out over 3 months. 
/s/ R. J. Allen 
Justice of the Peace for 
Carter County 


18 May 1880 
Letter to Hon. John A. Bentley, Commissioner of Pensions from R. A. Smith 
transmitting above Affidavits of Henry Simerely and John Oliver. 


16 June 1880 

Pension Office letter to Mrs. Nancy Oliver advising that the testimony of one 
comrade is insufficient to establish the claim and that any additional 
evidence will be duly considered. 


1 January 1881 

Affidavit of Thomas McInturf who says he and George R. Oliver were in 
Capt. Jesse Cole’s Company in War of 1812, that he knew George Oliver was 
in the Army from about | January 1815 until about | April 1815. That he 
remembers talking to him at Lookout Mountain and at various other times 
and places. 
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14. 1 February 1881 

Affidavit of Daniel Stout 

Stated he is 91 years old and was a private in Capt. Vencils Company, 
Tennessee Militia in the War of 1812. That on or about January 15, 1814 he 
was at Knoxville, Tennessee and saw George R. Oliver as a private of Capt. 
Jesse Cole’s Company. That he does not remember now all about the matter 
as it has been so long ago, but knows he was with Capt. Cole’s Company as a 
soldier and always recognized him as one. That he was not so well 
acquainted with said Oliver as he was with others of said Cole’s Company. 


15. 1 May 1883 
Letter to Commissioner of Pensions, Washington, D.C.: 


Dear Sir: 

I desire to know the condition of Pension Claim No. 33198 by Nancy 
Oliver, widow of George R. Oliver who was a soldier in the War of 1812. the 
last proof required in this claim was made some two years ago. My mother, 
Nancy Oliver, died shortly afterward and as she was in destitute circum- 
stances I had to bear the expense of her last sickness and burial which was 
considerable as I can prove. Please let me know the condition of said claim 
and if anything will be allowed me for expenses as above named. If further 
proof is required in regard to claim it can be furnished. Also, any proof 
Necessary with regard to expenses on acct of last illness and bural of 
claiment. 

Please address answer to Christian Oliver, Watauga, Carter County, 
Tennessee, 


Respectfully, 
/s/ Christian Oliver 


We were very much saddened by this touching account of Nancy Oliver’s 
unsuccessful claim for pension as the widow of George R. Oliver for service 
in the War of 1812. It is apparent from a reading of this record that George 
R. Oliver’s widow, Nancy, believed he had served in Capt. Jesse Cole’s 
Company. We note that this record of George R. Oliver in the National 
Archives does not indicate that he ever filed a claim for bounty land 
authorized by Congress for War of 1812 veterans in the 1850’s. 

Our purpose here is to make a determination, reasonably supported by all 
the history we have accumulated, that George R. Oliver was the brother of 
my great-great-grandfather John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863). George R. Oliver’s 
service in the War of 1812 is absolutely vital to this determination and has 
been recorded above for that purpose. As our later research shows, without 
making this vital link between our ancestor, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), 
and his brother who he said was with him in the War of 1812, our search for 
John Oliver’s parents would come to a dead end. With George R. Oliver now 
firmly established as our John Oliver’s brother, we have greatly increased 
our chances of tracing their migration into Tennessee. 
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This means we must now examine every available detail of the life and 
family of George R. Oliver. Every detail of his family, however minor, now 
becomes a possible clue to his parents, i.e. the parents of his brother and our 
ancestor, John Oliver (1780/90-1863). With these thoughts in mind, we 
renewed our remaining research in Carter County of George R. Oliver and 
his descendants which we now detail in the rest of this chapter. 


LAND RECORDS 


The earliest land transactions we find in Carter County, Tennessee for 
George R. Oliver (1785-1863) is the purchase for $180.00 of 50 acres on 13 
April 1825 from Godfrey Carriger and Christian Carriger, Executors of 
Godfrey Carriger, deceased, located on the North bank of the Watauga 
River (Deed Book E, page 135). On 4 June 1825, George Oliver sold this 50 
acre tract to Daniel Nave for $200.00 (Deed Book D, p. 277). His next 
recorded sale of land we were able to find was on 16 September 1834 when 
he sold 50 acres for $273.75, also on the Watauga River in Carter County. 
We could find no record in the Master Land Index for Carter County of 
when and where George Oliver purchased this 50 acre tract of land. It was 
located on the Watauga River with a description of lines and corners 
differing only slightly from the 50 acre tract he purchased and sold in 1825. 
In 1857, George Oliver sold 12'4 acres for $20.00 to a James Oliver (a son) 
and 15 acres for $20.00 to William Oliver (a son). These tracts were also 
located on the Watauga River. No record of the original purchase of this 
land by George Oliver was found. A later record was found of a Tennessee 
land grant of 100 acres in Carter County to George Oliver and James 
Bradley in 1851. Land records are of enormous help in genealogy research. 
Unfortunately, we could find no record of land owned or sold for any Oliver 
in Carter County prior to the above transactions by George Oliver beginning 
in 1825. Obviously, George purchased the fifty acres he sold in 1834 or 
perhaps inherited it. This information would be extremely helpful if it could 
be found. It is possible that George and John Oliver’s father owned land in 
Carter County which George inherited, but no record has been found. 

Unfortunately, at this time we could find no descendants of George R. 
Oliver in Carter County that knew him or where he lived. However, we 
pieced together bits of information indicating that the land he purchased in 
1825 was located in an area called the Horseshoe, named for a large bend in 
the Watauga River in the form of a horseshoe. The Horseshoe Community is 
located upstream from Elizabethton in the area of the Wilbur Dam. 
Although we were not able to pinpoint the exact location from the old deed 
descriptions, we are reasonably confident this is where George R. Oliver 
(1785-1863) lived from about 1825 to his death in 1863. This is supported 
by the location of the old Nave Cemetery which appears to be the family 
cemetery of George R. Oliver and where, we believe, he is buried. Two of his 
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last sons, George W. and Christian C., reportedly were raised in the Horse- 
shoe area. One son, George W., is said to have moved a small two-room 
house from the Horseshoe Community to the nearby Hunter Community 
which could have been part of the old George R. Oliver homeplace. We 
recall the affidavit of Tempie Pharr in George R. Oliver’s (1785-1863) 
military records in which she said she saw his corpse carried across the river 
by her home when he was buried. George’s son, Christian C., married 
Tempie and Joseph Pharr’s daughter, Mary M. (Margaret) in 1858, suggest- 
ing they all lived in the Horseshoe Community. 

It is interesting to note that all the three known brothers, James, John and 
George, had moved away from Elizabethton by 1825. We have previously 
placed John and George working on the public road in 1819 about one-half 
mile from where the “John Oliver improvements” were located on Samuel 
Tipton’s twenty acre tract of land. This twenty acre tract we now know was 
by the old Tipton homeplace directly across from Old Town Elizabethton. 
This would seem to place all this Oliver family together with their parents at 
Elizabethton and mark the place where they originally settled when they 
came to Carter County from North Carolina in about 1810. The fact that 
James and John moved to Blount County, Tennessee (James was married to 
Mary White in Blount County in 1821) by 1821 and George moved to the 
Horseshoe Community in 1825 could be an indication that the parents of 
these three brothers had died or moved away about this same time. (But, see 
Chapter XVI for later research.) 


CENSUS RECORDS 


We next pick up on George R. Oliver (1785-1863) in the Carter County, 
Tennessee Census Records as follows: 


1830 Carter Co., TN. Census — 
p. 33 George R. Oliver 
Males — I: Under 5; 1: 5-10; 1: 40-50 
Females — 2: 5-10; 1: 10-15; 2: 15-20; 1: 20-30; 1: 40-50 


1840 Carter Co., TN. Census 
p. 194 George R. Oliver 
Males — 1: Under 5; 1: 50-60 
Females — 2: 15-20; 1: 40-50 


From all our work we could now identify the above Olivers in these 
Carter County Census records as the family we were searching for, 
George R. Oliver (178501863). Fortunately, George Oliver was also listed 
in census records in this county in 1850 and 1860. These records are listed 
on the following page. 


158 


1850 Carter Co., TN. Census (9th Civil Dist.) 27 August 1850 


p. 219 George Oliver 65 Farmer — Place of Birth NC 
70/70 Nancy 36 ™N 
George 9 T™N 
Christian 7 ™ 
Rebecca 5 ™N 
Eveline 2 ™ 
1860 Carter Co., TN. Census (1st Dist.) 12 June 1860 
p. 29 George R. Oliver 74 Place of Birth NC 
207/201 Nancy 49 ™ 
Rebecca 15 ™N 
Evaline 12 ™ 


We know from the pension application by George R. Oliver’s (1785-1863) 
second wife, Nancy Peters, that his first wife, named Susan White, died on 
20 February 1837. So, the female listed in the 1830 census, age 40-50, would 
be his first wife, Susan. The two males in this 1830 census, born between 
1820-30 do not appear in later census records on George Oliver or other 
records we searched, and are presumed dead by 1840. The 1860 census is the 
last census record on George R. Oliver who we know died in 1863. His 
second wife, Nancy Peters, is listed in the household of daughter, Rebecca 
(married to Henry Myers), in the 1880 census. From the last letter by her 
son, Christian Oliver, in her pension application file, it appears Nancy died 
in 1881/82. 

Of great significance is the North Carolina birthplace given by George R. 
Oliver (1785-1863) in both the 1850 and 1860 census records. This agrees with 
the place of birth of our ancestor, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), given in the 
1850 and 1860 census records for Cades Cove, Tennessee, and the younger 
brother, James Oliver (1799-1863), in the 1860 census record for Catoosa 
County, Georgia. Also, these census records establish George R. Oliver’s 
year of birth as 1785 which makes him, we believe, close to the age of our 
John Oliver born between 1780-90. (See Chapter ITI) 


CHILDREN OF GEORGE R. OLIVER, 1785-1863 AND 
(Ist) WIFE — SUSANNAH WHITE, 178-1837 


Following is the information we found on George R. Oliver’s children in 
the order of their birth beginning with John who we think was the oldest. We 
must point out that this attempt to identify these children is based for the 
most part on the coincidence of time and place with no absolute proof. 
However, we have here a small community in pioneer Carter County with no 
court, census, land or other records showing any other Oliver family except 
George Oliver. In fact, all the Olivers in this county appearing in records 
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down to 1900 probably are descended from this one man. Unfortunately, at 
this time we were unable to find any of George R. Oliver’s (1785-1863) 
descendants who had documented their genealogy. We were, therefore, left 
with the task of compiling his descendants by using the only records 
available including Court Minutes, census records, marriages, Civil War 
records and cemetery listings. Under these circumstances mistakes are 
almost inevitable, but in the interest of creating some record of this family 
which perhaps the descendants can use as a Starting point, we are listing our 
findings. Also, it must be remembered that our objective here is to uncover 
the names of the parents of George R., John and James Oliver. The names of 
George Oliver’s (1785-1863) children could give a hint of the North Carolina 
family from which he came and also it was always possible they could point 
to a descendant who could supply this “missing link” information. 


JOHN OLIVER, 1807-188 


From George Oliver’s (1785-1863) military record we identify his son, 
John Oliver, born about 1807. John signed two affidavits in 1879-80 
supporting his step-mother Nancy Peters Oliver’s unsuccessful pension 
application in which he stated that he was the son of George Oliver and his 
first wife, Susannah White Oliver. His age given then and on census records 
for him in Carter County, Tennessee in 1830, 1840, 1850, 1860 and 1880 
places his date of birth as about 1807. On these census records beginning in 
1850 he gave his place of birth as North Carolina. In the 1880 census record 
he gave North Carolina as the place of birth of his parents, George R. and 
Susannah Oliver. This is extremely important to us as it places George 
Oliver (1785-1863) in North Carolina in 1807, indicating he did not move to 
Tennessee until after this date. This had enormous significance to us as we 
moved our research to North Carolina discussed in the following chapters. 

On 7 September 1825, John married Viney Estep. From the census 
records, we found his children who are listed in the Summary of George 
Oliver’s Grandchildren later in this chapter. One of his sons, George W. 
Oliver, enlisted 21 September 1863 at Carter County in the Union Army in 
the Civil War. He was transferred to Company A, 13 Tennessee Cavalry 24 
February 1864 and mustered out at Knoxville, Tennessee 5 September 1865. 
He married Jane Jolley 13 November 1868, widow of Miles Jolley who died 
in the Union Army 22 September 1863. George died | October 1880 in 
Carter County. Jane died at Fish Springs, Tennessee 15 January 1910 at age 
74, She obtained a pension on | October 1880 of $12.00 per month for 
George’s Civil War service. George is buried with a government marker in 
the Old Nave Cemetery near Wilbur Dam in “The Horseshoe” on the 
Watauga River in Carter County previously referred to. We were never able 
to locate the graves of his father and mother, John and Viney, but suspect 
they too are buried in this cemetery. 
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One final note on John Oliver (1807-188). This is the same John Oliver 
of Carter County who signed the affidavit in 1873 attesting to the marriage 
of my great-great-grandparents, John Oliver (1780/90-1863) and Lurany 
Frazier (1795-1888). His age given on this affidavit was 66, placing his date 
of birth as 1807. At long last the mystery of the identity of this Carter 
County John Oliver and his relation to John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) of Cades 
Cove has been definitely established. He was the nephew of my ancestor, 
John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) and it follows, the marriage of his Uncle John 
and Aunt Lurany in 1814 would have been common knowledge in his 
father’s family when he was growing up in Carter County. 

Our last information on John Oliver (1807-188__) was in the 1880 census 
when he is listed as, widowed, age 72. We do not find him in the 1900 census 
records and, of course, all the 1890 U. S. census records were destroyed. 
Given his age of 72-73 in 1880, we suspect he died between 1880-90. 

Of interest to us is the listing of a Nancy Oliver, age 62 in John’s 
household in the 1850 census. Nancy states she was born in North Carolina, 
but we have been unable to identify her. Living in John’s household would 
surely indicate a family relation and a possible clue as our search extended to 
North Carolina. 


NANCY OLIVER CHANCE, 1810-188 


The oldest daughter and second child of George and Susannah Oliver and 
the female age 20-30 in the 1830 census is, we believe, Nancy Oliver who 
married Daniel Chance on 5 January 1834 in Carter County. Daniel Chance 
is again listed in the 1840 Carter County census with female age 30-40 who 
must be Nancy. In the 1850 census for Washington County, adjoining Carter 
County, Daniel Chance is listed with wife, Nancy, age 40 who gives her place 
of birth as North Carolina. Her husband also gave North Carolina as his 
place of birth with all the children listed born in Tennessee. If this informa- 
tion is correct on Nancy, it would mean George R. Oliver was still living in 
North Carolina when she was born in 1810. However, we find this family in 
the 1860 census in nearby Greene County, Tennessee where Nancy’s place of 
birth is listed as Tennessee. Her age here is unclear on the census. Her 
husband is also listed born in Tennessee. In this census record they are living 
in the household of Montgomery Stuart, farmer, born in Virginia. Obviously, 
the enumerator specifically queried Stuart and Chance on their birth place. 
In the 1870 census for Greene County Daniel Chance and wife, Nancy, are 
again listed. His birth place is North Carolina and Nancy’s birth place is 
Tennessee with her age 58. Here again we find the husband’s birth place 
different from that of his wife, indicating a specific answer to the question of 
“where were you born?” Finally, in the last census record we find for Nancy, 
she is listed as head of household in 1880 for Carter County where she gives 
her age as 70 and place of birth as Tennessee. Here she also gives Tennessee 


161 


as the place of birth of her father and mother, George R. Oliver and 
Susannah White Oliver. We know, of course, that George and Susannah 
were both born in North Carolina. It is possible the enumerator simply 
dittoed her same Tennessee birth place for her parents. Surely, Nancy knew 
where her parents were born. 

From these four census records Nancy gave her place of birth once in 
North Carolina in 1850 and three times in Tennessee in 1860, 1870 and 1880 
census. One of her sons, James Chance, living in Marion County, Tennessee 
in 1880 reported on census for that year that his mother was born in 
Tennessee and his father in North Carolina. All of these census records 
appear to indicate that she was in fact born in Tennessee. It is possible in the 
1850 census the enumerator interviewed the husband first and on being told 
he was born in North Carolina, assumed that his wife, Nancy, was also born 
in North Carolina. We have found many instances where the enumerator 
gave the same place of birth as the father for the entire family. Her age given 
in 1850 as 40, 1870 as 58 and 1880 as 70 places her year of birth about 1810. 
Few pieces of information were more important in all our research because 
of the indication here that George R. Oliver moved from North Carolina to 
Carter County, Tennessee sometime between the birth of his first child, 
John, in 1807, to the birth of Nancy in about 1810. 

We do not know where Nancy is buried. No descendants were found. 


ELIZABETH OLIVER ESTEP, 1811-187 


Elizabeth Oliver appears to be the next child. Her age matches the age of 
one of George Oliver’s daughters, age 15-20, in the 1830 census. We know 
almost nothing of her history, where she died or where she and her family are 
buried. She was married on 4 March 1838 in Johnson County, Tennessee, 
adjoining Carter County to the east, to John Estep. In 1850 she is listed in 
the census with her age as 39 and place of birth as Tennessee. She also gave 
her place of birth as Tennessee in the 1860 census when she gave her age as 
49. In 1870 her husband is apparently dead and she is listed as 58, again 
listing Tennessee as her place of birth. As with her sister Nancy, born about 
1810 in Tennessee, this information on Elizabeth is extremely important. 
From these census records we can fix her year of birth as about 1811, born in 
Tennessee. This means that George R. Oliver was definitely in Tennessee no 
later than 1811. No descendants of Elizabeth Oliver Estep were found. 


MARY OLIVER GENTRY, 1813-18___ 


We found a Mary Oliver married to William Gentry in Carter County, 
Tennessee on 29 June 1834 who is probably the daughter of George R. 
Oliver. A Mary Oliver married to a Thomas L. Gentry on 12 February 1847 
in nearby Johnson County, Tennessee is apparently unrelated. In 1850 Mary 
Oliver is listed with her husband, William Gentry, in Sullivan County, 
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adjoining Carter County to the west, where she gives her age as 36, born in 
Tennessee. In the 1860 census she gives her age as 48, born in Tennessee. 
This would place her year of birth as about 1813 and match her age with one 
of the females in the 1830 George Oliver census record. Like her sister, 
Elizabeth, nothing more was found on Mary. 


WILLIAM OLIVER, 1814-1901 


William married Elizabeth Gentry on | January 1835 in Carter County. 
He is listed in census records for 1840, 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880. One 
record found for him was in the Carter County Court Minutes for the March 
1901 Term as follows: 


Levi Oliver, Ex. of the Last Will and Testament of Wm. Olliver, deceased, 
came forward and made his final settlement .... 


The census records for William Oliver definitely establish his year of birth 
as 1814. In the 1880 census he gave Tennessee as his place of birth, Virginia 
for his father and North Carolina for his mother. William’s year of birth 
does not match the males in the 1830 census for George Oliver. As with his 
older brother John, we were not able to locate any of William Oliver’s 
descendants in Carter County or elsewhere. We do not know where he and 
his wife are buried. 


JAMES OLIVER, 1818-1887 


James, the sixth child of George R. Oliver, is buried in the Bowers 
Cemetery at Blue Springs, Carter County, Tennessee. His dates on his 
marker are unclear, but it appears he was born June, 1818, and died 6 May 
1887. This date of birth is consistent with his age given in the 1840, 1850, 
1860, 1870 and 1880 Carter County census records. In 1880 he gave 
Tennessee as his place of birth and North Carolina as the place of birth of his 
mother and father. James married Mary A. Payne on 27 December 1838. 
She is buried in the Old Nave Cemetery near Wilbur Dam in Carter County 
which as we have stated is, we believe, the original George Oliver Family 
Cemetery. The dates on her marker are 24 February 1818 - 26 January 1900. 
James and Mary had three boys in the Union Army in the Civil War: Elijah 
D., Private H Company, 4th Tennessee Infantry from 3 May 1864 to 2 
August 1865; William D. (David), Private A Company, 13th Tennessee 
Calvary from | August 1864 to 5 September 1865; and James (Jr.), Private 
A. Company, 13th Tennessee Calvary from | August 1864 to 5 September 
1865. Elijah D. and William (David) are buried in the Bowers Cemetery with 
their father. James Jr. is buried in another Bowers Cemetery in this 
community on Joe Hardin Road. When we visited Carter County in 1982 we 
were amazed to find Walter, George and Shelby Oliver, all over 70, sons of 
James Oliver, Jr., by his second wife, Phoebe Jenkins, still living in the same 
area of their grandfather, James Oliver, Sr., 1818-1887. Two other brothers, 
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Eston Oliver of Buffalo, New York and John Oliver of Denver, Colorado 
were also still living at that time. In my conversation with Shelby Oliver, I 
pointed out that his father, James Oliver, Jr., was born in 1848 and was only 
about 16 years old when he went into the Union Army in 1864. “Yes,” he 
replied, “that was correct, but my father was large for his age and he falsified 
his age to get into the Army. One night he and his brother went hunting, the 
dogs came home, but they ran away and joined the Union Army. My father 
lived to regret his mistake, often saying it was the worst falsehood he ever 
told in his life.” After the war Shelby said his father held no grudge against 
former Confederate soldiers, saying they had to do what they were told, 
same as the Union men. During the Civil War, Carter County and East 
Tennessee was predominantly Union, but Carter County was controlled 
much of the time by Confederate forces. In his book, Daniel Ellis, a Union 
scout, recounts the terrible ordeal suffered by the people of Carter County. 
Ellis recruited for the Union Army during the war in Carter County and 
secretly led many groups of Carter County men north through Confederate 
lines in the mountains to Kentucky to join the Union Army. 


SUSANNAH OLIVER ANDERSON, 1820-1896 


Susannah Oliver was the seventh child of George R. Oliver, apparently 
named for her mother, Susannah White Oliver. We were fortunate to find 
some of her history from Civil War Pension Records in the National 
Archives, Washington, D.C. In a Widow’s Claim for Pension at Carter 
County, Tennessee, dated 12 June 1865, she stated that she was 48 years old 
and the widow of Richard Anderson who was a private in Company A, 13th 
Regiment of Tennessee Calvary, Union Army. He died at Gallatin, Tennessee 
on 25 June 1864. She stated that she was married to Richard Anderson on 7 
April 1842. Her children from this marriage who were under sixteen years of 
age on the date of her claim in 1865 were James Anderson, born 3 September 
1850; Lavina Anderson, born 26 October 1851; and Margaret Anderson, 
born 5 October 1856. Military records show that Richard Anderson was 
enrolled on the 22nd of September 1863 in Carter County, Tennessee to 
serve three years, was mustered into service as a private on 28th of October 
1863 at Strawberry Plains, Tennessee, and died of disease at General 
Hospital, Gallatin, Tennessee, 25 June 1864. This family is listed in the 1850 
census for Carter County, Tennessee as follows: 


1850 Carter Co., TN. Census (9th Civil Dist.) 


p. 215 Richard Anderson 30 Place of Birth TN 
10/10 Susan 30 ™N 
Mary E. 8 IN 
Eliza L. 6 TN 
James 3 ™N 
Viney 1 ™N 
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Susannah gives her age on the 1860 census as 38, 55 in 1870, and 60 in 
1880, and in 1890 as a pensioner, no age given, the last year we find a census 
record for her. From these records we estimated her date of birth as about 
1820. She is buried in the Old Nave Cemetery near Wilbur Dam on the 
Watauga River in Carter County, which we believe is the old George Oliver 
(1785-1863) original family cemetery. Her marker is relatively new with no 
dates, only “Susannah Oliver, wife of Richard Anderson, age unknown.” 
Her husband was no doubt buried in Gallatin, Tennessee. Susannah’s age 
matches the female, age 10-15, in the 1830 census for George Oliver (1785- 
1863). In 1880 she gave Tennessee as her place of birth and Tennessee for her 
mother and father. We found over and over that people reported in the 1880 
census did not know where their parents were born. This surely tells us 
something about the transient condition of pioneer life when the great flood 
of westward migrations were taking place. It also helps to explain our Oliver 
“missing link” problem. We did not locate any of Susannah Oliver and 
Richard Anderson’s descendants. 

On 26 May 1898 the U. S. Pension Agency at Knoxville, Tennessee 
notified the U. S. Commissioner of Pensions in Washington, D.C. that 
“Susan Anderson, widow of Richard Anderson, private, who was a pen- 
sioner on the rolls of this agency, under certificate No. 101,199, and who was 
last paid at $12.00 to 4 May 1896, has been dropped because of death.” 


MALE CHILDREN, 1820-25 and 1825-30 


As we have pointed out in the 1830 census for George Oliver (1785-1863), 
these two males are listed, but do not appear in later censuses or other 
records and are presumed dead by the 1840 census. There are a number of 
unidentified small graves in the Old Nave Cemetery, the original George 
Oliver Family Cemetery, near Wilbur Dam that would very likely include 
the graves of these small boys. 


SARAH OLIVER HARDIN, 1822-18__ 


Sarah Oliver was married to Isaac Hardin on 9 September 1842 in Carter 
County. She gave her age as 25 in the 1850 census, 37 in 1860, 48 in 1870 and 
60 in 1880. Without any other records to verify her year of birth, we estimate 
she was born about 1822 and match her age with the female, age 5-10 in the 
1830 census record for George Oliver (1785-1863). She gave Tennessee as her 
place of birth on these census records and in 1880 she lists Tennessee for her 
mother and North Carolina for her father’s birthplace. Our last record for 
Sarah is 1880 and presumably she died before the 1900 census. None of her 
descendants were found and we do not know where she is buried. 
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PERLINA OLIVER DeLOACH, 1825-18___ 


Perlina is next to the last (the male Under 5 in 1830 could be the last) child 
of George R. Oliver (1785-1863) and his first wife, Susannah White. 
Assuming Susannah White was about the same age of her husband, born in 
1785, she would have been 45 years old in 1830 and at the end of her 
childbearing years. No more children are known up to her death in 1837. 
Perlina married Thomas DeLoach on 6 October 1842 in Carter County. She 
gives her age as 25 in the 1850 census, 33 in 1860, 50 in 1870 and 50 in 1880 
with North Carolina as the place of birth of her parents. From this, her year 
of birth appears between 1820-25, with a best estimate of about 1825. This 
would match her age with one of the females, age 5-10, in the 1830 census for 
her father, George R. Oliver (1785-1863). No descendants of Perlina Oliver 
and Thomas DeLoach were located. 


CHILDREN OF GEORGE R. OLIVER, 1785-1863 AND 
(2nd) WIFE — NANCY PETERS, 18__-1881/82 


GEORGE W. OLIVER, 1839-1906 


George W. Oliver is the first son and child of George R. Oliver (1785-1863) 
by his second wife, Nancy Peters, who he married 5 July 1838. He is listed in 
the 1840 census of George R. Oliver (1785-1863) as the male—Under 5. Two 
females also listed, ages 15-20, must be Sarah and Perlina, George R. 
Oliver’s last daughters by his first wife, Susannah White, who are unmarried 
in 1840 and still living with their father. George W. Oliver was married twice, 
first to Mary Buntain on 11 September 1858, and second to Eliza C. Hinkle 
on 30 June 1879. It appears that he was in the Confederate Army during the 
Civil War. Confederate records show that George W. Oliver enlisted as a 
private, 23 December 1861 at Elizabethton, Carter County, Tennessee and 
served in Company C, 59 Tennessee Mounted Infantry. He was captured at 
the Battle of Vicksburg, Mississippi on 4 July 1863 and signed the following 
oath: 


Vicksburg, Miss. 
July 10, 1863 

To whom it may concern, know ye that I, G. W. Ollivar, of Company C, 
59th Regt., Tenn. Vols, CSA, being a prisoner of war in the hands of the 
United States Forces, in virtue of the capitulation of the City of Vicksburg and 
its garrison by Lt. Gen. John C. Pemburton, CSA, Commanding, on the 4th 
day of July 1863, do in pursuance of the terms of said capitulation, give this my 
solemn parole under oath — That I will not take up arms again against the 
United States nor serve in any military, police or constabulary force in any 
Fort, Garrison or field work, held by the Confederate States of America 
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against the United States of America, or a guard of any prisoners, depots or 
stores, nor discharge any duties usually performed by officers or soldiers 
against the United States of America, until duly exchanged by the proper 


authorities. 
/s/ G. W. Oliver 


The war years of 1861-63 across Tennessee were marked by some of the most 
desperate fighting of the Civil War, including the Battle of Vicksburg in 
Mississippi. We suspect that George W. Oliver was very much involved in 
this bitter conflict and had faced death many times. 

We recall that George W. Oliver was the father of Charlie Oliver, born in 
the 1880’s who as we previously discussed, was the source of Oliver family 
information for Mr. Robert T. Nave in the early 1950’s. George W. Oliver is 
buried in the Kitzmiller Cemetery located north of the Old Carriger Mill and 
Landing on the Watauga River and the mouth of Stoney Creek, Carter 
County, Tennessee. His marker gives his date of birth as 9 June 1839 and 
death 15 July 1906. Our meeting with his descendants is discussed in the 
Postscript to this chapter. 


CHRISTIAN C. OLIVER, 1841-1931 


Christian or “Chrisley” Oliver, born in 1841, is the next son of George R. 
Oliver (1785-1863) and Nancy Peters. He first married Margaret Pharr on 21 
November 1858, and second, Lavicy Nave on 24 September 1865. He is listed 
in the census with his father, George Oliver (1785-1863), in 1850, age 7. In 
1860 he is listed with first wife, Margaret Pharr, and gives his age as 20. In 
1870 he appears in the census record with his second wife, Lavica Nave, both 
age 30. In 1880 he is listed as 40 and gives Tennessee as the place of birth of 
his mother and father. In 1900 he gives his age as 62 and 72 in 1910. Crisley 
was a Confederate soldier as a private in I Company, 19th Tennessee 
Infantry. His service record states that he enlisted on 10 October 1862 at 
Knoxville, Tennessee to serve three years, was born in Carter County, 
Tennessee, was 22 years old, 5 feet 5 inches, dark complexion, black eyes, 
dark hair and was a farmer by occupation. He was on duty at Shelbyville, 
Tennessee in May 1863, but by June 1863 is reported in the hospital. He was 
discharged for physical disability on 16 October 1863 at Bell Hospital in 
Rome, Georgia, but apparently continued on detached duty at the Rome 
Hospital until the end of the war. The Elizabethton Star, Carter County, 
Tennessee carried the following front page story on December 10, 1931: 


Oldest Confederate Vet In County Dies 


Carter County’s oldest Confederate soldier died yesterday at the age of 95 at 
his home which he built 62 years ago in “Possum Hollow,” northeast of Hunter 
in Watauga Valley. Chrisley Oliver was one of the few veterans of the war 
between the states over 60 years ago living when death came for him following 
a long illness. 

The North Funeral Home will have charge of funeral arrangements. 
Interment will take place in the Buckles Cemetery tomorrow afternoon. Uncle 
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“Chrisley” had spent most of his life in the Horseshoe Dam Section and the 
place he was living up to his death. The only time he was absent from these 
communities was when he became a soldier in the southern army. Horseshoe 
Dam and “Possum Hollow” are about six miles apart. 

Before his death he often related the early days of this section of the state. He 
remembered when Elizabethton was a village of only a half dozen residences 
and a one-room courthouse where everybody for miles around had to go to 
vote, as there were no districts in the county at that time. 

It was in the section where the Horseshoe Dam is now located he was 
captured by the Confederate army which sent him to Knoxville and placed in 
Company I, 19th Tennessee regiment, serving under Colonel Bragg, General 
Walker, Colonel Blake and Captain J. D. Lively. He was in a few skirmishes, 
but never in any large battles. 

Most of the time during his career as a soldier was spent in a hospital in 
Rome, Georgia, and prior in Knoxville. There were times when he had nothing 
but wild onions to eat and clothing was scarce. 

Uncle “Chrisley” had not visited Elizabethton in over 7 years and had not 
witnessed the growth of the city nor had he seen the Bemberg or Glanzstaff 
plants. During the past years he had not been able to walk. 

He remembered the time when wagons were used entirely for transportation 
and stage coaches for passenger travel. Merchandise had to be hauled by the 
slow process from Morristown, Knoxville, and Lynchburg, Virginia. 

The veteran was living with his daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
Williams. He was the father of 12 children, grandfather of 53, great- 
grandfather of 53, and 10 great-great-grandchildren. 


CHARLES OLIVER, 1843-1847 


As we indicated earlier in this chapter, Charlie Oliver, a grandson of 
George R. Oliver (1785-1863), told Mr. Robert T. Nave in the 1950’s that his 
grandfather, George, had a son by his second wife named Charles who died 
young. A letter written by Charlie Oliver in 1953 and discovered after our 
research was completed in Carter County, listed this Charles as a son of 
George R. Oliver by his second wife, Nancy Peters and stated he lived four 
years (See Postscript to this chapter). From the dates of birth of the other 
children of this second marriage, we believe he was probably born in 1843. 


REBECCA OLIVER MYERS, 1845-18__~ 


Rebecca Oliver was born in 1845 and appears in the 1850 and 1860 census 
record with her father, George Oliver (1785-1863), giving her age as 5 and 15. 
On 29 October 1868 she married Henry J. Myers in Carter County. Henry 
died on 27 March 1910 and is buried in the Highland Cemetery in 
Elizabethton, Tennessee. Rebecca appears in the 1870 Carter County census, 
age 23, with her husband in the household of her brother, Christian C. 
Oliver. In 1880 we find her with her husband, Henry Myers, in the census 
records, age 32. Also, listed with her was her mother, Nancy Peters Oliver, 
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age 68. Rebecca gave her place of birth in this 1880 census as Tennessee and 
Tennessee as the birthplace of her parents. We have no later record of her 
and do not know where she is buried. No descendants were located. 


EVELINE OLIVER LEWIS, 1847-1920’s 


Eveline Oliver is the last child and daughter we found of George R. Oliver 
(1785-1863). She is listed in the 1850 and 1860 census with her father, ages 2 
and 12. She married Gideon Lewis in Carter County on 9 December 1866, 
who was born on 3 March 1835 and died 9 January 1894. She appears in the 
1870 and 1880 census, age 23 and 30. Eveline is listed as age 52 in the 1900 
census, born August 1847, and age 64 in 1910, head of household. Gideon 
Lewis is buried in the Wilson Cemetery located about one-half mile up 
Stoney Creek above Unaka High School in Carter County where his grave 
has a marker with his name and dates. Eveline is buried beside him, but she 
has no marker. 


CONCLUSION 


From all our research on George R. Oliver (1785-1863), outlined in this 
chapter, we now knew that he was the brother of my great-great-grandfather, 
John Oliver (1780/90-1863); that he was born in North Carolina where he 
apparently grew to early manhood and married his first wife, Susannah 
White, prior to 1807; and that he moved to Carter County, Tennessee 
between the birth of his son, John, in 1807 and his daughter, Nancy, in 1810. 

Since we previously established that James Oliver (1799-1863) of Georgia 
was a younger brother of John and George, we know this family consisted of 
at least three boys—James, John and George. Two girls discussed in Chapter 
II] could be sisters, Mary Oliver who was married in Carter County to James 
Perry in 1815 and Agnes Oliver who married Hiram Brown in Carter County 
in 1810. Also, Nancy Oliver, living with John Oliver (1807-188_), son of 
George R. Oliver of Carter County, in the 1850 census, age 62, could be a 
sister. Because a John Oliver, Senior, signed the marriage bond of Mary 
(Polly) Oliver in 1815 in Carter County, we have a possible clue to the father 
of this family who would be my great-great-great-grandfather, John Oliver, 
Senior. Everything considered, we were pleased with our progress and 
eagerly looked forward to continuing our search in North Carolina. 

As we complete this chapter on George R. Oliver (1785-1863), we pause to 
pay a special tribute to this old pioneer. Raised in North Carolina, he had 
chosen to brave a new frontier world in the East Tennessee mountains and 
by the hardest manual labor, under great adversity, provided for his family 
of six boys and eight girls. Like his younger brother, James of Georgia, he 
lies today in an unmarked grave. Our research brought us in close sympathy 
with his struggle for survival and a great admiration for his rugged spirit. 
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Although we have no way of knowing, we suspect his death in 1863 at age 78 
at the height of the Civil War was hastened by the terrible ordeal he and his 
family were passing through. The bitter divisions of this period are not 
difficult to imagine. On the one hand, four of his grandsons were in the 
Union Army, while two sons by his second wife were in the Confederate 
Army. For him, this truly was the war of brother against brother. Surely, 
this old pioneer had paid his dues to his country. We found his great- 
grandsons, Walter, George and Shelby Oliver, men held in high esteem in 
their community and we were proud to be counted as one of them. 


POSTSCRIPT 


One of the lessons of our research is that there is always one more clue to 
run down, one more family to visit and an endless source of library material 
yet to be studied. So, it was with George Oliver’s (1785-1863) family in 
Carter County, Tennessee. In 1984 we returned once more to Carter County, 
convinced that of all the numerous descendants still living here, there must 
be at least one who would have some genealogical background on this 
family. This time our efforts were finally successful. From census records of 
1910 we learned that Charlie Oliver (1884-1963), previously mentioned by 
Mr. Robert T. Nave as most knowledgeable on early Oliver history in this 
county, had a daughter named Sophie, born 1906. From marriage records 
we found who Sophie later married and was fortunate to locate her in a 
nursing home in Elizabethton, Tennessee. Sophie told us of a grandson of 
Charlie Oliver, Paul Oliver, living in Hunter in Carter County who had 
worked on this family history. Paul Oliver gave us the following record of 
Oliver history left to him by his grandfather, Charlie Oliver, a son of George 
W. Oliver and grandson of George R. Oliver (1785-1863): 


Nov. 9, 1953. This is a list of my grandfather’s family by his first and 2nd 
marriage. George Oliver, Sr., his first wife was a White. They both came from 
Wilkes Co., North Carolina. 

They had 3 sons as follows by his first wife: 

John Oliver 
Billie Oliver 
James Oliver 


and 5 daughters, 
Polly Oliver married Bill Gentry 
Nancy Oliver married Daniel Chance 
Susie Oliver married Dick Anderson 
Polina Oliver married Tom Deloach 
Betsy Oliver married John Estep 


George Oliver’s last wife was Nancy Peters. 


Fy 





CHARLIE OLIVER, 1884-1963 
Grandson of GEORGE R. OLIVER, 1785-1863 


Courtesy of Paul W. Oliver 
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George Oliver and Nancy Peters had 3 boys; 
George Oliver Jr. married Eliza Hinkle 
Crisey Oliver 
Charlie Oliver, he died at age 4 yrs. 
Rebecca Oliver married Henry Myers 
Evaline Oliver married Gideon Lewis 


Writing this down for the future generations to go by. It might be some help 
to someone. 


/s/ Charlie Oliver 
Nov. 9, 1953, Monday 


(Reprinted with permission of Paul W. Oliver) 


This history is of great importance to us. First, it confirms the names of 
the children of George R. Oliver we found excepting Sarah Oliver. Second, it 
solves the mystery of a son, Charles, who died at an early age. This means 
the Charles Oliver, deceased 1833, for whom George R. Oliver (1785-1863) 
was Administrator was not his son. Third, it points the way to North 
Carolina as the place from which this family migrated to Tennessee and gave 
us our best documented evidence to this point. 





Chapter VII 


Profile of a Missing Family 


SUMMARY OF TENNESSEE RESEARCH 


As we begin our North Carolina research we need to once again take 
inventory of what we have learned from our work in Tennessee back to 1810 
and the inferences that can reasonably be drawn from this information. This 
is summarized in the following paragraphs. 


JOHN OLIVER, 1780/ 90-1863 


John Oliver (1780/90-1863), our great-great grandfather, was born 
according to the information he gave on the federal census, between 1780 
and 1790 in North Carolina. His brothers, George R. Oliver (1785-1863) and 
James Oliver (1799-1863) were born in 1785 and 1799, also in North 
Carolina. This information indicates that their parents, the identity of whom 
has so long remained a mystery, were living somewhere in North Carolina 
from as early as 1780 to the birth of James in 1799 — a nineteen-year period 
which probably covered the majority of their childbearing years. This means 
that most, if not all, of their children were born in North Carolina and would 
almost certainly include other children in addition to George, John and 
James. Agnes Oliver married to Hiram Brown in 1810 and Polly (Mary) 
Oliver married to James Perry in 1815, both in Carter County, Tennessee 
and Nancy Oliver born in 1788 and listed in the 1850 census in the Carter 
County home of John Oliver (1807-1880/90), son of George R. Oliver (1785- 
1863), are all very likely children of this family. Without benefit of birth 
control, most families had large numbers of children and it would not be 
unreasonable to assume that this family consisted of ten or more children in 
all. The picture which emerges then of the parents of George, John and 
James Oliver and possibly other children living in North Carolina for some 
nineteen years at least, is of enormous importance because it greatly 
increases our chances of finding records for them. For example, this means 
that they should appear in the 1790 and 1800 federal census records, as well 
as the census taken by the State of North Carolina in 1784-1787. Also, it is 
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possible that land, estate and marriage records have survived. In addition, 
we can draw some important inferences from this information about the ages 
of the parents of this family. If their major childbearing years covered this 
period 1780 to 1799, we would expect that they were married about 1778-80. 
If they were 18-25 years old when they married, they would have been born 
in the 1750’s. This would have made our great-great-great-grandfather 
Oliver old enough for service in the Revolutionary War which opens up 
another possible source of information — military records. The date they left 
North Carolina and moved to Carter County, Tennessee, is another 
important element in our search. We know they were in North Carolina 
when son James was born in 1799, and we assume they departed by 1810 
when son George R. Oliver moved to Carter County. They could all have 
moved at the same time in 1810, but we feel a more reasonable assumption 
would be to place the date of their migration between 1800-1810. This 
permits us to rule out as possible ancestors the Oliver families still living in 
North Carolina after 1810. This has great significance because it enables us 
to narrow the scope of our search to a considerable extent. We should point 
out here that we are assuming that the mother and father did in fact move 
from North Carolina to Carter County, Tennessee. It is possible that only 
the children came as they reached adulthood and the parents remained and 
died in North Carolina. However, oral family history of our Cades Cove 
Olivers, without exception, has the family living in Carter County. In fact, 
my grandfather, William H. Oliver, wrote that his grandfather, John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863), was born and raised in Carter County. Although the 
evidence on this point is not absolute, all indications are that the parents did 
migrate with the children from North Carolina to Carter County. This is all 
we had to go on and at this point in our research we proceeded on this 
assumption, always keeping an open mind to any evidence to the contrary. 


GEORGE R. OLIVER, 1785-1863 


The information on George R. Oliver (1785-1863), brother of our great- 
great-grandfather John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), is of vital importance to our 
North Carolina research. From family and military records we know that 
George married Susannah White in North Carolina prior to 1807 when their 
first son John was born. If this marriage record could be found, we would 
have perhaps our most important link to our Oliver ancestors in North 
Carolina because chances were that the marriage took place in the same 
county or nearby to where this family lived. If George married between the 
age of 18-21, which is a reasonable assumption, his date of marriage given 
his year of birth of 1785, would be between 1803 and 1806. If he came to 
Tennessee in 1810 with wife, Susannah, after son John (1807-1880/90) was 
born and before daughter Nancy (1810-1880/90) was born, (Nancy was the 
first child giving Tennessee as her place of birth) he probably would have 
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been listed in the Tennessee 1810 census — now lost. However, from his 
marriage between 1803-1806, he would have had time to purchase land in 
North Carolina for which a record may still exist. For these reasons this man 
could be the most important person in all our research. 


NAME ANALYSIS 


Because of the great amount of detailed research we had completed on the 
brothers, John Oliver (1780/90-1863); James Oliver (1799-1863); and, 
George R. Oliver (1785-1863), we were now able to make an analysis of the 
names of their children and grandchildren. Our purpose here was to 
determine if there was a pattern of first names that might give a clue to the 
first names of the mother and father of John, James and George Oliver. 
Names summaries are listed below: 


SUMMARY OF CHILDREN (in order of birth) 


of 
JAMES, JOHN and GEORGE OLIVER 
James Oliver John Oliver George R. Oliver 
(1799-1863) (1780/90-1863) (1785-1863) 
John * Mary John 
William Martha Nancy 
Jemima* Elizabeth Elizabeth 
James C. George Mary 
Lurena Lazarus William 
Martha E. Elijah James 
Mary A. Rutha Susannah 
Catherine Male-Name Unknown Male-Name Unknown 
George W. William Sarah 
Perlina 
Male-Name Unknown 
* George W. 
The names of John and a 
: : Christian 
Jemima were discovered Ohavice 
in Feb. 1986 after this 
Rebecca 


research was completed. 


Eveline 
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Names 


John 


SUMMARY OF NAMES OF MALE CHILDREN 


of 


JAMES, JOHN and GEORGE OLIVER 


James 


Males Unknown 


William 
George 
James 
Elijah 
Lazarus 
Christian 
Charles 


TOTALS 


Names 


Mary 
Martha 
Nancy 
Elizabeth 
Susannah 
Sarah 
Perlina 
Rebecca 
Eveline 
Jemima 
Catherine 
Rutha 
Lurena 


TOTALS 


SUMMARY OF NAMES OF FEMALE CHILDREN 


of 


John 


George 


1 
2 
1 
] 
1 


JAMES, JOHN and GEORGE OLIVER 


James 


] 
1 


John 


l 
| 


I 


George 


1 


Totals 


—— — WD Ww Ww 


Totals 


ee ee ee 
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GRANDCHILDREN of JAMES, JOHN and GEORGE R. OLIVER 


James Oliver 
(1799-1863) 


William (b.1825) 
James A. 

Mary 

William 

Jasper 

George W. 
Joseph Calvin 
Robert L. 
Alonzo Park 


Jemima (b.1825-30)* 
Susan Catherine 
Jesse A. 

Rebecca J. 

Mary Ann 

Martha Clarinda 
George W. 


Lurena (b. 1830-35) 
William A. 

Mary J. 

James L. 

Clarissa E. 
Lucinda A. 

Addie C. 


Martha E. (b.1830-35) 
Mary J. 


Mary A. (b.1835-40) 
Mima (Jemima) 


George W. (b.1844) 
Margaret E. 
Mary J. 
John 
George 
Minnie M. 
Doll 
Virginia 
William 
Sarah 

Carl (Hiram) 


John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863) 


Mary (b.1817) 
Martha Lurena 
Matilda 

Jonathan 
Zachariah ) : 
Elizabeth ) !Wins 
Elijah 

Lazarus George ) 
Ephriam ) Triplets 
Mary Susannah ) 
Ruth 

David 

Margaret 

William Henry 
Andrew J. 


Martha (b. 1819) 
Jonathan 

Mary 

George W. 
David 

Ruthy 

Witt 

Jesse 

Rebecca 

Martha 


Elizabeth (b. 1822) 
William 

John T. 

Elijah 

Martha 

Lazarus 


Lazarus (b.1827) 
Nancy L. 

Mary E. 

Rutha G. 
Martha J. 

John B. 


* Discovered after this research was completed. 


George R. Oliver 
(1785-1863) 


John (b. 1807) 
Elizabeth 
Susan 

George 
Levice 

Sarah Jane 
William 
Nancy 


Nancy (b.1810) 
Margaret 
James 

John 
Christian 
William 
Amanda 

Mary 


Elizabeth (b.1811) 
William J. 
Ransom 

Henry C. 

Moses 

Rhoda J. 
Caroline 


Mary (b.1813) 
Elijah 
Elizabeth 
Mary 

Nancy M. 
Louisa 

Jesse J. 


William (b.1814) 
Sarah Jane 
John 

George 

Susan 

Elizabeth 
Winna Cora 
Allen T. 

Levi 
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GRANDCHILDREN (Cont’d) 


James Oliver 
(1799-1863) 


John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863) 


Elijah (b.1829) 
John 

Martha J. 
William Howell 
Mary L. 
Elizabeth 


Rutha (b.1833) 
James 

Mary A. 
Lurany A. 
William A. 


William (b.1837) 
Elijah 
John 
George 
Jasper 
William 
Luraney 
Ruthey 
Adaline 
Leander 
James R. 
Ephriam 
Zachariah 
Martha J. 
Sarah E. 


George R. Oliver 
(1785-1863) 


James B. (b.1818) 
Nicholas 
Martha Ann 
Levice 

Elijah D. H. 
William David 
James R. P. 
Chrisley H. 
Isaac W. 

John O. 

Susan 

Joseph 
Winfield S. 


Susannah (b.1820) 
Mary E. 

Eliza 

James A. 

Lavina 

Margaret 


Sarah (b.1822) 
John N. 
George 

Elijah D. 
Elizabeth 
Thomas 
Sarah E. 


Perlina (b.1825) 
James 
Mary 
John 
George 
Elizabeth 
Jane 
William 
Samuel 
Nathaniel 
Eveline 


George W. (b.1839) 
Mahalia 

Lydia M. 

Mary C. 

Charles 


GRANDCHILDREN (Cont’d) 


James Oliver 


John Oliver 
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George R. Oliver 


(1799-1863) 


(1780/90-1863) 


(1785-1863) 


Christian C. (b.1841) 
Amanda C. 

William 

Isabella (Carrie) 
Isaac Sherman 
Minnie E. (Jemima) 
Thomas 

Nancy 

Winnie 

Alfred 

Alice 


Rebecca (b.1845) 
Eveline 

Silas 

Thomas 
Benjamin 


Eveline (b.1847) 
James Isaac 
Andrew 

Nancy 

Mary E. 

Mattie 
Cornelius (Neal) 
Maggie 
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NAMES 


John 
George 
James 
William 
Elijah 
Robert 
Jasper 
Alonzo 
Doll 
Carl 
Lazarus 
Ephriam 
Zackariah 
Levi 
Nicholas 
Christian 
Isaac 
Joseph 
Winfield 
Charles 
Thomas 
Leander 
Allen 
Alfred 


NAMES 


Mary 
Martha 
Elizabeth 
Nancy 
Susan 
Sarah 
Minnie 
Ruth 
Margaret 
Eveline 


SUMMARY OF NAMES OF MALE CHILDREN 


OF THE SONS OF 


JAMES, JOHN and GEORGE R. OLIVER 


JAMES 


Ne NO — 


SUMMARY OF NAMES OF FEMALE CHILDREN 


JOHN 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 


OF THE SONS OF 


GEORGE R. 


— We bh 


—— eee 


JAMES, JOHN and GEORGE R. OLIVER 


JAMES 
2 


JOHN 


GEORGE R. 


KH NwWNN 


TOTALS 


an 


ce ee NO NO ee On Orn meee. 


TOTALS 


mee NN SP WW 


SUMMARY OF FEMALE CHILDREN (Cont'd) 


NAMES JAMES JOHN GEORGE R. 


Levice 2 
Amanda 

Winnie 

Adaline 1 
Mahalia 

Lydia 

Isabella (Carrie) 

Alice 

Luraney 1 


NO — 


SUMMARY OF NAMES OF MALE CHILDREN 
OF THE DAUGHTERS OF 
JAMES, JOHN and GEORGE R. OLIVER 


NAMES JAMES JOHN GEORGE R. 


John 

George 1 
James l 
William ! 
Elijah 

David 

Andrew 

Jesse l 
Lazarus 

Zachariah 

Ephriam 

Witt 

Christian 

Ransom 

Henry 

Moses 

Silas 

Thomas 

Samuel 

Nathaniel 

Benjamin 

Cornelius (Neal) 


NY WwWhN WwW 


— Oe ON WS KN WD 
= 


a So) 
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TOTALS 


es) fem ie: een, meee ND eee, ND 


TOTALS 
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SUMMARY OF NAMES OF FEMALE CHILDREN 
OF THE DAUGHTERS OF 
JAMES, JOHN and GEORGE R. OLIVER 


NAMES JAMES JOHN GEORGE R. TOTALS 


Mary 3 
Martha l 
Elizabeth 

Margaret 

Sarah 

Mattie 

Matilda H 

Maggie 1 
Ruth 2 
Rebecca | 1 
Lurany 1 
Amanda 

Rhoda 

Caroline 

Nancy 

Louisa 

Eliza 

Lavina 

Jane 

Jemima 1 

Eveline 2 
Susan 
Clarissa 
Addie C. 
Lucinda A. 


5 ! 


—— WW 
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—— oD 
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In our analysis of these names we begin with the children of James, John 
and George R. Oliver. On the male side there are three sons named William, 
three George, two James and two John. James Oliver’s (1799-1863), son, 
James C., is his third son and could be named for him. James, son of George 
Oliver (1785-1863), is also the third son. This indicates that these sons were 
probably not named for their grandfather Oliver. The name William is 
James’ second son, John’s fourth and last son, and the second son of George. 
Also, William is not the name of either of these three brothers, James, John 
and George R. Considering this and that William was one of the most 
common names in use in all the many Oliver families we researched, we do 
not believe its appearance in these children is especially significant. 

The name George appears in the family of each of these brothers, James, 
John and George R., and is the name of the oldest brother. Also, George is 
the name of John Oliver’s (1780/ 90-1863) first-born son. Unlike the name 
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William, we found that the name George was not in widespread use among 
Oliver families of this period. We, therefore, do attach considerable impor- 
tance to this name as a possible indicator of the name of a grandparent or 
great-grandparent, i.e., the father or grandfather of James, John and George 
R. Oliver. 

The name John appears only once, as the first son of George R. Oliver. 
Although John is perhaps even more common than William as an Oliver 
name, the fact that George chose John for his first-born son is, we believe, 
significant. We also note that James had sons William, James and George, 
but his first son did not survive, and we do not know his name which could 
have been John (confirmed by later research), Further, John is the name of 
one of the three brothers James, John and George R. 

The male children of the sons of James, John and George R. include six 
Johns, five Georges, seven Williams, three Jameses and two Elijahs. My 
great-great-grandfather, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), named a son Elijah 
and we suspected at this point in our research that it was a family name in 
our Oliver ancestor line. When we add the names of the three brothers, 
James, John and George R., their male children and their male Oliver 
grandchildren, we get the following most frequent names: 


George — Nine 
William — Ten 
John — Nine 
James — Six 


Of these four names, three are the names of the three brothers, James, John 
and George R. We believed at this time that it was reasonable to assume that 
one of these brothers was named for his father. The most likely name was 
John because George R. Oliver’s (1785-1863) first son was named John. 
Further, it is possible that James also named his first son John (confirmed by 
later research). This reasoning is based on the time-honored family practice 
of frequently naming the first male child for his grandfather. One other point 
may be a factor here. If the father of James, John and George R. was named 
John, this might help explain why in my line the name did not survive. This 
would mean that both my great-great-grandfather and his father were named 
John and with the long passage of time the distinction between the two 
Johns would slowly fade or merge in the memory of the descendants. The 
point here is that a different and unusual name would have made a greater 
impression on descendants and be more easily remembered. For example, in 
one of the old Oliver families in South Carolina we found the ancestor was 
named Dyonysius Oliver, surely a name his descendants would not likely 
forget. 

We have grouped the male children of the daughters of James, John and 
George R. Oliver separately because of the more predominate practice of 
naming children, especially males, after the father or grandfather. Therefore, 
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we place less importance on the names of these children for the purpose of 
our analysis. Still, the names of these male children follow the above pattern 
with John, George, William, James and Elijah the most frequent used. 

We followed a similar analysis of the names of the Female Children of 
James, John and George R. Oliver. The most frequent are three Marys, two 
Marthas and two Elizabeths. James Oliver had two daughters named 
Martha and Mary. His daughter Mary could be named for his wife, Mary. 
John Oliver’s first two daughters were also named Mary and Martha. 
George Oliver’s first daughter was named Nancy, followed by Mary and 
Elizabeth. As in the case of the names of the sons of these three brothers, the 
names of their daughters are more significant than the names of their grand- 
children. In fact, it is quite possible that some of these children did not know 
the names of their Oliver grandparents. The most frequent name of the 
Female Children of the Sons of James, John and George R. Oliver is Mary 
five, followed by Martha four, Susan four, Sarah four, Elizabeth three and 
Nancy three. The female children of the daughters of James, John and 
George R. Oliver have eleven Marys, four Marthas and four Elizabeths. This 
strong preference for Mary is significant though we must emphasize that 
John and Mary are perhaps the two most common names in use at that time. 
However, everything considered, the pattern of these first names indicates 
that the Oliver mother or grandmother of James, John and George R. Oliver 
was named Mary, followed by Elizabeth and Martha. 

In summary, we believed that the name analysis discussed above, although 
tedious and complex, does give a definite pattern of first names passed from 
generation to generation and as such was another very important lead as we 
began our North Carolina research. This analysis indicates that the family 
we are looking for, the parents of George R., John and James Oliver, were 
probably named John or George and Mary or Martha. We realize the 
limitations of such an analysis, but the size of our sample of first names was 
large enough to make us think this was a valid clue. Also, we recall that a 
John Oliver, Senior, signed the marriage bond in 1815 in Carter County, 
Tennessee for Polly (Mary) Oliver and James Perry. No other record for this 
man has ever been found in Carter County, but his presence here at this time 
is extremely significant, and supports our name analysis. 


THE JERSEY CONNECTION 


Another clue in this great family mystery of our Oliver ancestors is the 
story told by John Oliver (1780/90-1863), my great-great-grandfather, that 
they (meaning his Oliver people) came from the “Jarseys.” This is very 
important because it is the only oral history that has come down from this 
man on where he came from. This clue could be the key to finding our Oliver 
people and we were determined to pursue it wherever the leads indicated, 
including North Carolina. The only indication we had of where in North 
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Carolina this family came from was the paper left by Charlie Oliver, 
grandson of George R. Oliver (1785-1863) in Carter County that George R. 
and wife, Susannah White, both came from Wilkes County, North Carolina 
to Carter County, Tennessee. However, because Wilkes County joined the 
North Carolina-Tennessee border directly east of Carter County at that time 
and was one of the gateways to Tennessee, it more likely was a reference to 
the place where George R. and his wife entered Tennessee from North 
Carolina rather than their county of origin in North Carolina. Nevertheless, 
Wilkes County would certainly receive our closest research for any evidence 
of Olivers in this period. 


THE SCOTCH-IRISH TRADITION 


Finally, we have the often repeated family tradition that our Olivers were 
Scotch-Irish. This information, handed down by the Cades Cove, Tennessee 
Olivers and James Oliver’s descendants in Georgia, is important because 
early migration followed patterns along ethnic lines and if the Scotch-Irish 
settled in a particular area of North Carolina, this could help us narrow our 
search. Of course, this is oral family tradition and another of those many 
straws of evidence we must consider, however weak. 


OLIVER FAMILY PROFILE 


In summary then, our strategy for our North Carolina research was to 
look for the following family profile: 

John or George Oliver with wife, Mary or Martha — both born in the 
1750's, married about 1778-80 with one male child born 1780-90 (John), one 
male child born 1785 (George), one male child born 1799 (James), one 
female child born 1788 (Nancy), one female child born about 1790 (Agnes), 
one female child born 1790-95 (Mary) and three to four additional children 
born from about 1780-98. Living in the same general area from about 1803 
to 1810 would be son, George R. Oliver, married in 1803-06 to Susannah 
White with one male child (John). 


EARLY SETTLEMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA 


With this summary of our Tennessee research in mind we need next to 
turn to a brief look at the historical setting of North Carolina from 1750 to 
1810 which we are now fairly confident is the time we should focus on. An 
understanding of this period of history is essential to our search for our 
Oliver ancestors. 

The settlement of the Carolina territory south of Colonial Virginia was a 
natural evolution and growth of the English colonization of America in the 
1700’s. This push into what is now North Carolina from Virginia was at first 
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no doubt spearheaded by hunters and traders from the Jamestown area, site 
of the first English permanent settlement in 1607. This movement was under- 
standably slow in this vast wilderness and it was not until 1654 that the first 
permanent white settler is reported in North Carolina. The migration begun 
at this time was confined to the most accessible part, the North Carolina 
coastal area. In 1663, Carolina was granted to Eight Lords Proprietors by 
Charles II and continued as a Province under their private ownership and 
control until 1728 when their interests were sold back to the Crown and 
North Carolina became a Royal Colony. By this date, North Carolina 
included the counties of Currituck (1671), Pasquotank (1671), Perquimans 
(1671), Chowan (1671), Hyde (1705), Beaufort (1705), Craven (1705), Bertie 
(1722), Carteret (1722), Tyrell (1729) and New Hanover (1729). All these 
counties were in the coastal area and formed the nucleus of the New Colony 
of North Carolina which historians estimate contained at this time about 
thirty thousand whites and six thousand negroes. 

The low, relatively flat, coast area or coastal plain of North Carolina 
extends inland from the Atlantic on the average some 100-150 miles and 
includes the Tidewater area and the Western Coastal Plain. The center of the 
state from the Coastal Plain to the Mountain Region of the Southern 
Appalachians is a band running from North to South which is some two 
hundred miles wide and is known as the Piedmont. The major river systems 
including the Catawba, Pee Dee, Broad and Yadkin are in this Piedmont 
area with a watershed generally from northeast to southwest through South 
Carolina to the Atlantic. This river system dictated the flow of migration 
into the Piedmont which was generally along these north to south lines and 
not from east to west from the English settlements on the coastal plain. As a 
result, migration into North Carolina was divided along ethnic lines with the 
major concentration of settlers on the coastal plain being of English stock 
from Virginia who settled from about 1685 to 1740, while the Scotch-Irish 
comprised the majority ethnic stock who came to the Piedmont from 1733 to 
1830. Historians say that these Scotch-Irish, as they were called, came 
mostly from Pennsylvania through Virginia along the “Great Wagon Road” 
which began near Philadelphia running through Winchester and what is now 
Roanoke, Virginia, finally reaching as far as Salisbury, North Carolina, in 
the Piedmont by the mid-1700’s. Others, including Germans and the Welsh 
along with other Scotch-Irish, came from Virginia, Maryland and New 
Jersey into the Piedmont at this time. A heavy concentration of Highland 
Scotch settled near the center of the state from 1735 to 1755. These Scots, 
unlike the Scotch-Irish, came directly from their native Scotland. The 
Scotch-Irish consisted of lowland Scots who were “planted” by James I of 
England in six counties of Ulster, Ireland to “civilize Ireland.” Following 
years of oppression and starvation, these Scotch-Irish came by the thousands 
to America, primarily Pennsylvania, where eventually they overflowed into 
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Virginia and the Piedmont of North Carolina. According to one historical 
estimate, these migrations of English, Scotch-Irish, Highland Scots, Ger- 
mans, Welsh, and others swelled the state population of the colony from 
some 50,000 in 1752 to around 250,000 whites and 50,000 blacks in 1775. 

If my Oliver ancestors were Scotch-Irish as family tradition claimed, they 
would have come from Ireland, probably by way of Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey or Virginia to the Piedmont area of North Carolina after 1750 when 
the migration of Scotch-Irish to North Carolina began. This would probably 
mean that they first came to the Northern Piedmont counties of Orange and 
Rowan. These counties on the North Carolina-Virginia border were very 
large in 1750, containing about one-third of the territory of the state. By 
1780 they were divided to form Surry (1771), Guilford (1771), Burke (1777), 
Wiikes (1777), Chatham (1771), Randolph (1779), and Caswell (1777). Since 
our evidence indicates that my Oliver ancestors were in North Carolina as 
early as 1780, all of these counties become important targets for our 
research. However, we must not rush to conclusions here. People from many 
different ethnic stocks were settling all over North Carolina between 1750- | 
1800 and our task remained formidable indeed. 


COLONIAL OLIVER FAMILIES 


In this regard it is well to pause here to note the many Oliver families 
throughout the Colonies. In the 1600’s there were Olivers who came from 
England to Massachusetts who were prominent in the state colonial govern- 
ment up to the Revolution. We also find them very early in New Jersey and 
Virginia. In 1790 when the first federal census was taken, the states listed the 
following number of Oliver heads of household: 


Massachusetts — 37 New York — 16 
New Hampshire — 2 North Carolina — 4 
Connecticut — | Pennsylvania — 15 
New Jersey — 17 Maryland — ll 
Georgia — 5§ Virginia — 30 
Rhode Island — None South Carolina — 13 
Delaware — 3 


The 1790 census returns for the States of Delaware, Georgia, New Jersey, 
Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia were destroyed when the British burned 
the Capitol during the War of 1812. The New Jersey Olivers were taken from 
tax lists covering the period of 1778 to 1795. Also, Georgia and Virginia 
Olivers listed here are from tax lists. 

Many of these Oliver families undoubtedly descended from Olivers who 
came to Colonial America as early as the 1600’s. The Index of Early Settlers 
in Maryland from 1633 to 1680 includes Thomas Oliver in 1639, Goffrey 
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Oliver in 1646, and James, Humphrey, Peter, William and Thomas Oliver in 
the 1660’s. Virginia Abstracts of Land Patents and Grants, 1623-1666, list 
Edward Oliver 1636, Nicholas Oliver 1636, George Olliver 1636, 1654 and 
1665, Thomas Oliver 1642, John Oliver 1642, and William Oliver 1645. 
These land records continued to record arrival of Olivers from 1650 into the 
1700’s in Maryland and Virginia. The records indicate that the Olivers were 
in America as early as the 1630’s, less than 25 years after the first permanent 
settlement at Jamestown, Virginia in 1607. 


OVERSEAS ROOTS 


The Olivers listed in the 1790 census indicates that they were fairly wide- 
spread among the Colonies and first states. We believe they came not only 
from England, but from Scotland and Ireland as well. 

Col. James Edmonds Saunders (1806-1896) writing in his Early Settler of 
Alabama discusses early history of the Olivers in England, Scotland and 
Ireland. He said that, “There were in the middle ages families of Oliver in 
several counties of England, especially Kent, Lincolnshire and Devonshire.” 
Col. Saunders quotes Major General J. R. Oliver, C. M. C., R. A., (in a 
pamphlet of his family) that, “In the south of Scotland there is quite an 
Oliver clan, which probably came from Scandinavia, and derived from 
‘Olaf,’ a common name in the Basque country, and it is also a Norman 
name.” General Oliver’s ancestor was Robert Oliver, captain in Cromwell’s 
army for the reduction of Ireland, in 1649. He said the Oliver family owned 
land in county Limerick and county Kerry, Ireland, as early as the reign of 
Elizabeth whose corporate seal for the borough of Kilmallock, dated 1585, 
bears the inscription around the rim Robert Oliver, Jr., Esq., soverain. 
General Oliver also said that, “Olivers were seated at Oliver Castle, Peeble- 
shire, Scotland, in 1328. From these were descended Rev. Stephen Oliver, of 
Jedburg (d. 1740), and also John and Robert Stephen Oliver. There were 
also, in Scotland, the Olivers of Dinlebyre, county Roxburg. John and 
William were the names oftenest transmitted from sire to son, and some of 
their descendants may be traced to Virginia.” 

Col. Saunders listed the following Coats of Arms for the Olivers: 


(Ar. two chevrons gu. betw. three martlets sa. in chief, and a heart 
( crowned in base. ppr. 
SCOTLAND. (Crest: A dexter arm. ppr. vested ar., turned up gu. grasping an 
( olive branch fruited ppr. 
(Motto: Ad foedera cresco. 


(Erm. on a chief gu. three lions ramp. or. 
ENGLAND. (Crest: A lion’s head erased gu. 
KENT CO. (Motto: Non sine. 
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(Erm. on a chief sa. Three lions ramp. or. 


IRETAND: (Crest: An heraldic tiger’s head erased or. collared az. 


The Norman Olivers probably first came to England with William the 
Conqueror. This would fix the date of these Olivers in England as 1066, the 
date of the victory by William the Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings. In his 
book English Surnames, An Essay on Family Nomenclature, the English 
writer Mark Antony Lower, M.A., gives lists of surnames said to have been 
introduced into England by the Norman Conquest. These names are 
contained in old lists copied from the original Roll of Soldiers at the Battle 
of Hastings in 1066. Lower says that this Roll was compiled by the monks of 
Battel, a monastery erected by order of William the Conqueror on the “very 
spot,” of the victory at the Battle of Hastings and called Battel Abbey. 
Leland’s Copy of this Roll of Battel Abbey, quoted by Lower, includes the 
name Oysel et Olifard, a name also included in Holinshed’s Copy. The 
Surnames of Scotland by Black (1962) indicates that the name Oliver, as well 
as Oliphant, derived from Olifard. Black gives several ancient historical 
references of Olivers including William Olifer in c1180; Olyver at the end of 
the twelfth century who he says was probably the ancestor of the Frasers; 
John Oliuer c1250-66; William Holifarth, a landowner in Perth c1330; Willie 
Olipher 1541; William Olover, burgess of Dumfries in 1542; Robert Olifeir, 
burgess of Northberwyk in 1546; and John Olifer, burgess of Jedburgh 1680. 
Black said that “in Shetland the Norse name Olaf has been merged in 
Oliver.” 

Our research in England in 1984 confirmed that Olivers dated from this 
early time and were widely dispersed throughout the country, including 
Scotland and Ireland by the 1600’s when migration to America began. 
Church records compiled from the mid-1500’s to the 1870’s list over 8,600 
Olivers in Scotland, including the name of some 70 George Olivers dating 
from 1633. There are some duplications of names as the same person may be 
listed as christened, married or as a parent in these records. Still, this is an 
impressive listing. The same was true in English church records. In the 
County of Cornwall alone, we found over 6,800 Oliver names for this period 
which included some 300 John Olivers and 18 George Olivers, the first of 
which appeared in 1622. Most of the records for Ireland for this period have 
been lost or destroyed, but we did find some 340 Olivers, including a Richard 
in 1620, Thomas in 1656, John 1646, Mary in 1680, William in 1701, Hugh in 
1707 and James in 1718. All this indicates that each of these countries — 
England, Scotland and Ireland — contributed Olivers in the early migrations 
of the 1600’s and 1700’s to the Colonies. 

With this background in Tennessee research and early migration of 
Olivers to the Colonies and North Carolina, we were optimistic. Adding to 
this optimism was our discovery, that of all the states, North Carolina was 
extremely fortunate in having preserved a wealth of early original records. 
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Of course, there had been “tragic fires” many dating to the Civil War, but on 
balance, the researcher whose roots point to North Carolina can expect good 
hunting. We were amazed to find such an abundance of early records at the 
county and state level. Leading the list are marriages, wills, estate, land, tax, 
county, Superior and Equity Court Minutes and military records. In four 
years of research we have yet to meet a records custodian at county or state 
level that was not courteous and helpful. The State Archives at Raleigh 
houses most of the State records and is one of the finest we encountered as 
was the State Library, also at Raleigh. There is a keen awareness of the 
priceless heritage of the state’s early history and many publications offer 
advice and assistance. Without doubt, a model work for the North Carolina 
genealogist is, North Carolina Research, Genealogy and Local History, 
edited by Helen F. M. Leary and Maurice R. Stirewalt. 

The succeeding chapters detail our research for our Oliver ancestors in 
North Carolina. 





Chapter VIII 





The “Jarsey” Connection 


As we began our North Carolina research we gave first priority to 
investigating my great-great-grandfather John Oliver’s (1780/ 90-1863) story 
that they came from the “Jarseys.” As we discussed in the last chapter, this 
term “Jarseys” has long been a mystery to my Oliver people in Cades Cove, 
Tennessee. However, now that we had established that John Oliver (1780/90- 
1863) had been born in North Carolina in the 1780’s, we had an advantage 
my people did not previously have — we at least had taken one step back in 
the right direction to North Carolina. Could it be that John was referring to 
a place in North Carolina? 


THE JERSEY SETTLEMENT 


Our first reference was found in the North Carolina Gazeteer, a geographi- 
cal dictionary of the State by William S. Powell, University of North 
Carolina Press, 1968. Here we found listed the “Jersey Settlement,” in 
Rowan County, North Carolina, described as a “former community on the 
banks of the Yadkin River near present Linwood in West Davidson County, 
formerly Rowan.” This community was called the Jersey Settlement because 
it was settled in the 1750’s by settlers from New Jersey. A post office by this 
name existed as late as 1830. 

This information appeared to open up a new possibility that could explain 
this reference to the “Jarseys” and called for careful, detailed research. The 
early history of the Jersey Settlement can be found in Pathfinders Past and 
Present, A History of Davidson County, North Carolina, and the Centennial 
History of Davidson County. Another excellent historical account of the 
Jersey Settlement is contained in Saints and Sinners at Jersey Settlement, 
The Story of Jersey Baptist Church, by Garland A. Hendricks. Other 
references include History of Rowan County, as well as various North 
Carolina newspaper articles in 1954, 1964 and 1972 regarding history of the 
Jersey Church. In Pathfinders Past and Present, the Jersey Settlement was 
described as “located on the northeast bank of the Yadkin River, before 1753 
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a part of Bladen County, from 1753 to 1822 a part of Rowan County, and 
after 1822 a part of Davidson County.” In the Rowan Story 1753-1953, 
James Brawly stated that “the first lands taken up in what is now Rowan 
were located along Grants Creek — and on the left bank of the Yadkin 
known as the ‘Jersey Settlement’ and now identified as the present location 
of Linwood, Davidson County (North Carolina) ....” Garland A. Hendricks 
in Saints and Sinners at Jersey Settlement states: “... the Jersey Settlement 
(was) made up of people from New Jersey who moved to the Yadkin Valley 
in order to claim more adequate land holdings for themselves. New Jersey 
was becoming rather crowded. A colony of several younger ambitious, hard- 
working families formed a new settlement thereafter sending an agent to 
make arrangements. They named it ‘Jersey’. They settled as near each other 
as they could, and their land holdings were, for the most part, within an area 
of ten square miles.” Much of the history of the early Jersey Settlement 
centers around the Jersey Baptist Church. While the exact date of the 
settlement is not known, it is apparent it was some years before 1754 when 
the Philadelphia Association of Baptist Churches sent John Gano and 
Benjamin Miller south to preach and bring greater church uniformity in the 
frontier area. They spent several weeks at the Jersey Settlement establishing 
a “regular continuous Baptist Ministry.” In 1759, when Jersey Church joined 
the Charleston Association they gave 1755 as the date of the constitution of 
the church, (Pathfinders, Past and Present). The name of the community, 
“Jersey Settlement,” has long ceased to exist though as noted above, a post 
office by that name existed as late as 1830. However, the Jersey Baptist 
Church has survived and continues to the present time. 

The Jersey Settlement, like many other early pioneer communities in 
North Carolina, suffered greatly during the turbulent years before and 
during the Revolutionary War. This area of North Carolina was the scene of 
the final battle in 1771 of the troops of Governor Tryon, some three 
thousand strong, against the “Regulators.” The Regulators were a group of 
Piedmont residents who had petitioned for redress of grievances including 
exorbitant fees by officers appointed by the Governor. The leader of the 
Regulators was hanged and their resistance broken. This, no doubt, signaled 
a decline of the Jersey community and church, but the unrest here was 
indicative of the deepening division between the new settlements in the 
Piedmont and the British Colonial “Establishment” of the coastal area and 
foreshadowed the Revolutionary War in North Carolina. 

The importance of this background for our research is the possible 
connection with the “Jarseys” mentioned by my great-great-grandfather, 
John Oliver (1780/90-1863). Here was historical documentation of a group 
who migrated from New Jersey in the 1740’s to the Piedmont area of North 
Carolina and who named their new community the “Jersey Settlement.” As 
we have indicated, the Olivers were very early in New Jersey. State Colonial 
records for New Jersey list a John Oliver “born in Bristol, England in 1613 
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who came to Newbury in 1639.” At this point, it appeared entirely possible 
that the “Jarseys” and the “Jersey Settlement” were the same. 


THE OLIVERS IN THE JERSEY SETTLEMENT 


Our next step was to search for any Olivers living in the Jersey Settlement 
or the immediate area from 1750 to 1800. To find these records we went to 
Salisbury, county seat of Rowan County. This county was formed in 1753 
from Anson County, most of whose early records were lost to fire. Anson 
was formed from Bladen County in 1750 where many records were destroyed 
by fires also. As noted above, the Jersey Settlement was in that part of 
Rowan County that became Davidson County in 1822. In Rowan County 
we were fortunate to find the earliest extant set of court records in the 
Piedmont section of North Carolina. Twenty-seven counties in North 
Carolina and all of Tennessee have been formed from the area that was once 
Rowan. The following records were found in Rowan County: 


1) Tax List for the year 1768 by John Ford — John Oliver. 
Note: On this Tax List we identified persons whose names we linked to the 
Jersey Settlement general area, including this John Oliver and John 
Lopp. Also, John Ford, who took the Tax List. 


2) Rowan County (Spurgin’s) Tax List of About 1773-4. 
John Olliver and J 2 
son Wm. ] 

Note: This Tax List, like the 1768 Tax List above, includes names of persons 
who are living in what is now Davidson County in the general area of 
the Jersey Settlement. Several names appear on both lists. The name 
of Adam Grimes on this 1773-74 list also appears immediately below 
the name of the Olivers on the List of Salisbury Guards in 1778. 


3) Rowan County Court Minutes. 
Friday, May 6, 1774 — John Oliver appointed Constable. 


4) Rowan County Court Minutes. 
Saturday, November 5, 1774 — “Those putting in claims for wolf scalps are: 
Richard Oliver, Jr. 4 = 2 pounds... 
Richard Oliver, Sr. 2=1 pounds... 
Others having 3 = John Oliver...... 


5) Rowan County Court Minutes. 
Thursday, February 9, 1775 — “Constables ... George Smith instead of 
John Oliver ...” 
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6) 


7) 


8) 


9) 


10) 


Rowan County Court Minutes. 

Wednesday, August 5, 1778 — “Ordered by the Court, the following 
persons who neglected or refused to appear before the Justices of their 
respective Districts on the day by them advertised to take the Oath of 
Allegiance to this State, be admitted to come into Court and take sd. 
oath, having rendered Excuse and having so done, that the Clerk furnish 
them with certificates, they paying for the same, and the followin 
persons took the Oath accordingly — Viz: (Tories) ...... John Oliver 
senl, Reason Oliver, William Oliver, John Oliver junt- -” 


List of Salisbury Guards — October 15, 1778. 
Capt. John Lopp 
John Oliver 
William Oliver 
John Oliver, Jr. 
Reason Oliver 
Note: John Lopp who appears as Captain of this list of Salisbury Guards is 
from the area of present day Davidson County where the old Jersey 
Settlement was located. 


Rowan County, North Carolina Land Entry Book 1778-1817. 
No. 1606 — John Oliver enters 200 acres of land in Rowan County on 
waters of Swearing Creek joining Henry Shoafe and Joseph 
Muzzell, including his improvements. September 28, 1778 
(Made over to John Foutz). 
No. 1608 — William Oliver enters 100 acres of land in Rowan County on 
the waters of Reedy Creek joining Philip Sewells, Joseph 
Muzzell and Peter Eller, including his improvements. 
September 28, 1778 (Made over to J. Chaney). 
Note: Mr. Henry Reeves, local historian for Davidson County, located 
these grants in Davidson County, all in the vicinity of the Jersey 
Settlement. 


Rowan County Tax List 1778. 
Capt. Lopp’s District — John Oliver - 188.0 pounds 
Poles — William Oliver 
Note: This is the same Capt. John Lopp who was Captain of the Salisbury 
Guards noted in No. 7 above. His district includes the Jersey 
Settlement area of Davidson County. 


In his book, George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America, 
James W. Hook states that his ancestor, George Eller, had 150 acres 
surveyed to him on 28 December 1778 on the waters of Reedy Creek in 
Rowan County, North Carolina. He said that this survey bordered the land 
of James Chaney, Joseph Muzzell, John Olliver and Lewis DeLee. 
Note: It appears that this John Oliver living near the Jersey Settlement is 
the same man who appears in Capt. Lopp’s Tax List in 1778 and 
who entered land 28 September 1778 described above. 
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11) Federal Census of 1800 for Rowan County, North Carolina. 
John Oliver, age 26-45 (no other males or females listed). 
Note: Research indicates this John Oliver was located in what is now 
Davie County which adjoins the west boundary of Davidson 
County. Davie County was formed from Rowan County in 1836. 


12) Rowan County Tax List 1802. 
Capt. Oaper’s Co. (?) — John Oliver — 60 (?) 
Note: This Tax List covers the area of Rowan County that became Davie 
County, specifically the northwestern quadrant of the county on the 
Yadkin-Davie County line. 


13) Rowan County Deed Records. 
16 Oct. 1813 — John Seany sold to James Beck and Pleasant Oliver for 
$300.00, 498 acres on Cheathengurin Creek. 
21 Oct. 1814 — James Beck and Pleasant Oliver sold to William Steelman 
for $250.00, 498 acres on Cheatinquamins Creek. 
Note: The creek mentioned here is Chinquapin Creek, located in the 
northwest quadrant of present Davie County. 


From the above information it appears that John Oliver, Senior, is the 
father of William Oliver, and most likely of John, Junior, and Reason Oliver. 
A North Carolina law of 1777 prescribed the age eligibility for militia service 
from 16 to 50 years. Being members of the Salisbury Guards in 1778 
indicates John Oliver, Senior, was not past 50 years old and the sons, John 
Jr., William and Reason, likely all in their late teens or 20’s. This would 
probably place John Sr.’s date of birth about 1730-40 and his sons in the 
1750’s. 

This man, John Oliver, Jr., born in the 1750’s, certainly matches our 
profile of our great-great-great-grandfather Oliver, father of John Oliver, 
(1780/90-1863). Living near the Jersey Settlement supports the inference 
that this family came with the original group of settlers from New Jersey. 
The name, John, the age of about 20 to 25 in 1778, and a plausible 
explanation of the “Jarseys” mystery all fit together and gave us our best clue 
to this point. However, the missing pieces of this puzzle raised serious 
questions which we discuss in the following paragraphs. 


RICHARD OLIVER OF VIRGINIA. 


From Oliver Lienhard’s OLIVERS we find a Richard Oliver, born in 
Halifax County, Virginia, 20 December 1752. Lienhard says that Richard 
lived in Iredell County, North Carolina during the Revolutionary War, 
moved to Mecklenburg County, North Carolina in 1779 where he lived until 
1790 when he moved to Clark County, Kentucky. Iredell was created in 1788 
from Rowan, indicating Richard was first in Rowan County. In Richard 
Oliver’s records in the National Archives in Washington, D.C., we find a 
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statement by his brother, Isaac Oliver, supporting Richard’s pension claim. 
In this statement, Isaac said that during the Revolution he lived in Rowan 
County, North Carolina, about 50 miles from Richard Oliver. He said he 
heard in the family that Richard Oliver served in the Revolutionary War. 
He, also, said he had heard Richard say that he had served in the 
Revolutionary War as a militiaman. Richard and Isaac married sisters — 
Hannah and Rachel Conkwright. The archives records for Richard contain 
his affidavit that he was born in Halifax County, Virginia, 20 December 
1752, was drafted October 1779 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, 
for three months in the North Carolina Militia; discharged January 1780, 
moved to Iredell County, North Carolina, drafted for three months in 1781; 
and, again drafted in 1781 for three months. Lienhard says Richard died in 
Clark County, Kentucky, 28 December 1847. We find a deed from Richard 
Olliver and his wife, Hannah, in the records of Mecklenburg County, North 
Carolina in 1789. This must be this same Richard Oliver Jr. in the Rowan 
County Court Minutes of 5 November 1774 referred above. 

Our point in reciting this information is to indicate a possible family tie 
between the John Oliver, Senior, family living near the Jersey Settlement 
from as early as 1768 to at least 1778, and Richard Oliver, Sr. and son, 
Richard Oliver, Jr. We note that John Oliver and the two Richards are listed 
in the Rowan County Court Minutes on 5 November 1774 among “Those 
putting in for Wolf Scalps.” Apparently, the county had placed a bounty of 
one-half pound on each wolf killed and this was collection day for these two 
families. Also, it is likely the John listed here is John Oliver, Senior, because 
of the date of 1774. Both of these families lived in Rowan County and both 
had resorted to the same practice to earn money — killing wolves. We know 
the disposition of related families to travel and settle together, especially in 
pioneer territory such as Wester North Carolina in 1774. This is supported 
by the evidence here — Isaac Oliver, brother of Richard (Jr. no doubt) was 
living in Rowan County, North Carolina only 50 miles away. Surely, these 
brothers, or their parents, had migrated to North Carolina together. 
Lienhard outlines Isaac Oliver’s genealogy in considerable detail and says he 
moved to Clark County, Kentucky, where he died 15 October 1835. Again, 
we see brothers traveling perhaps together to live in the same place, no doubt 
motivated to some extent by their wives who were sisters. The inference from 
all of this is that John Oliver, Senior, born, we think, about 1830-40 with 
sons, John Jr., William and Reason, born in the 1750’s, was a brother of 
Richard Oliver, Senior, born apparently 1730-40 with sons, Richard Jr. born 
20 December 1752, and Isaac born probably in the 1750’s. Lienhard says 
Isaac was possibly born in North Carolina. If so, he was probably younger 
than Richard Jr. and could have been born in the late 1750’s or 60’s which 
could explain his not being in the Revolutionary War. Richard Jr.’s birth 
place in 1752 of Halifax County, Virginia, appears to point to Virginia as the 
place from which the family moved to North Carolina. 
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We know that the reasoning here is tenuous, but such is the scanty 
information we have to work with. If these families are related, as we are 
suggesting, it means that the John Oliver, Senior, of the Davidson County 
area of Rowan County from 1768 to 1778 did not come to North Carolina 
from New Jersey with the colony who settled the Jersey Settlement in the 
late 1740’s, but came with his brother, Richard Oliver, Senior, in the 1750s 
or 60’s from Halifax County, Virginia. 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 1778 


Of considerable interest is the Rowan County Court Minutes of 5 August 
1778, in which the court labels a group of some 266 men as “Tories” who 
have “neglected or refused” to take the oath of allegiance to the State. In 
1777 North Carolina devised an oath requiring allegiance to the revolu- 
tionary government of North Carolina to defend it “against George the 
Third, King of Great Britain, and his Successors.” This was followed by acts 
confiscating the property of loyalists. The loyalty oath was required of all 
militiamen at the county level which apparently was the act that gave rise to 
this entry in the Rowan County Court Minutes. A first impression would tend 
to indicate that if John Oliver, Senior, and Richard Oliver, Senior, were 
brothers, they would be of the same political persuasion in the Revolution. 
But here, John Oliver, Senior, and his sons are listed as Tories and Richard 
Oliver, Senior’s son, Richard Oliver, Jr., served not one, but three tours in 
the militia. However, it should be remembered that according to historical 
esitmates, at least one-fourth of the population in Colonial North Carolina 
were loyalists during the Revolution. During the dark days of the conflict, 
some loyalties waived with the fortunes of the war. As Lord Cornwallis 
marched deep into North Carolina in early 1781, property confiscation from 
loyalists was suspended and attitudes of rebellion perhaps tempered accord- 
ingly, only to be once again reversed as he retreated. Under these circum- 
stances the hesitancy of many to cast their lots with an uncertain rebellion 
was understandable. Certainly the issue was much in doubt from 1776-81 
when Cornwallis was finally defeated at Yorktown. This was indeed a bitter 
period in North Carolina with the most serious reprisals and counter 
reprisals between loyalist and patriots often assuming more the character of 
a civil war than a conflict with the British. Again, if John Oliver, Senior, and 
his sons had been slow, for whatever reason, to take the oath of allegiance, a 
more detached and objective view of history may perhaps be a bit more 
charitable of their circumstances. In the end the record shows they did 
conform and, we assume, with no evidence of the contrary, they joined the 
cause and supported the Revolution. A great amount of work has been done 
in recent years by the State searching British records in London to complete 
the records of the Loyalists in North Carolina. Early after the war the British 
authorized claims by Loyalists for loss of personal and real property for 
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which detailed substantiation was required. Nowhere, in all this material, do 
we find these Olivers in Rowan County mentioned. 

Also, we have evidence here that John Oliver, Senior, and his sons, John 
Jr., William and Reason, did in fact serve in the Salisbury Guards. This was 
the militia which was a home guard under the Governor of the State. The 
militia was divided into companies each commanded by a Captain. These 
Captains also served in other capacities in the county including compiling 
lists of taxable persons. This Capt. Lopp was the Commander of the 
Salisbury Guards and compiler of the Rowan County Tax List in 1778 for 
his district. On this Tax List, John Oliver is listed for real property-land 
valued at 188 English pounds. William Oliver is listed under the Poll Tax 
column which indicated he was within the then poll taxable ages of 21 to 50. 
The absence of John Oliver, Junior, and Reason Oliver could indicate they 
were not 21 years old in 1778. However, so many factors could affect a listing 
that little can be inferred from the absence of John Jr. and Reason on this 
list. It is apparent from these tax lists that John, Sr. owned land and his 
appointment as Constable in 1774 would mark him as a respected member of 
the community. The general value of land in this area in 1778 is not known, 
but of the 84 landowners who appear on Capt. Lopp’s list, the amount of 188 
pounds for John is well below the average sum of 400 pounds per landowner. 
This average is somewhat distorted by 11 large landowners who average over 
800 pounds for each person, one of whom, Jacob Waggoner, had an 
evaluation of 3,966 pounds. 

No record in the Land Indexes for Rowan County has been found of land 
owned by John Oliver. It is possible that the land entry records found in the 
Land Entry Book for Rowan County in 1778 explains this. People frequently 
moved into unoccupied lands in early pioneer areas and simply took posses- 
sion, building homes, clearing the land and establishing farms which they 
held for years without deeds or other evidence of title until a land grant was 
obtained from the State. A land entry system was established in North 
Carolina in 1777 to replace the old Colonial system. An entry taker and 
surveyor was appointed in each county. A citizen could enter any land not 
otherwise occupied or legally owned by another including land belonging to 
the State. The entry was completed by providing a description of the land 
and paying certain fees. The entry taker then entered the claim in a book and 
dated and numbered each entry. A stipulated time was allowed for anyone to 
protest the claim after which a warrant was issued instructing the surveyor to 
prepare plats and a description of the property sent to the Secretary of State 
who prepared the land grant. One possibility in this case was that John 
Oliver, Sr. had occupied the lands he lived on going back to at least 1768 
when he first appears on a tax list and probably much earlier. With the war 
taking its toll in personal lives, disruption and bitter divisiveness and turmoil 
by 1778, John Oliver, Sr., could have well reached the conclusion to move 
further west to a new beginning where life would be more stable. The new 
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oath of allegiance and duty in the home guard for not only him, but his three 
sons could have influenced such a decision. If this situation did exist, he 
would first and most important need to sell the land he had occupied. 
Without a deed and title, this was difficult although he had occupied the land 
for several years and had a claim not disputed by his neighbors. One course 
open to him was to perfect his title by obtaining a land grant. Assume that he 
had given part of his land to his oldest son, William, who would also need a 
land grant if he was to join his father in moving west. If they were in a hurry 
to leave, they could short-cut the land grant system by making their entries 
then immediately selling them or as the record shows, “made over to...” at 
the end of the entry. Now they had their money for their lands and were free 
to leave. And, all the evidence indicates they did leave. As indicated, Rowan 
County Court Minutes, land records, marriages, wills and tax records for the 
period 1778-1800 have survived. Absolutely, no mention of any Olivers is to 
be found. This does not positively foreclose any possibility that these Olivers 
remained in Rowan County, but we feel a reasonable view of these facts 
leads to this conclusion. 


MOVE TO WILKES COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 


If John Oliver, Sr., along with sons, John Jr., Reason and the oldest son, 
William, with probably his wife, did in fact leave Rowan County or more 
exactly the present day Davidson County area of Rowan where they lived, 
we think it most likely they migrated west. We found some evidence to 
support this. In 1778, the only North Carolina counties west of Rowan were 
Wilkes (1777), and Burke (1777), with Rutherford (1779) and Lincoln (1779) 
southwest. Surry (1771) was directly north and Mecklenburg (1762) was 
directly south. A glance at the 1780 map of North Carolina counties shows 
that the most probably migration routes were west to Wilkes and Burke 
which bordered the eastern Tennessee territory along the high Appalachian 
Mountains. One Rowan County researcher noted that the Ellers living near 
John Oliver’s land in Rowan County in 1778 moved west to Wilkes County 
and speculated that John went along or followed. Our research in Wilkes 
County tends to confirm this speculation. The Wilkes County Court 
Minutes for 5 March 1779 contains an entry which reads in part as follows: 


Ord. following appt. committee on Insolvents: ... Capt. Coffees Dist: James 
Martin, Collector — James Boyd, William Cox, William Ferguson, Robert 
Husband, James Murphy, John Oliver, Christopher Windsor, Insolvents..... e 


Other districts were listed in like manner. This appears to indicate that this 
John Oliver was insolvent, a term used to describe a person who could not 
pay his taxes. In any event, this entry does place a John Oliver in the next 
county west of Rowan County in 1779, the year after John Oliver, Sr., 
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disposed of his land there. In addition, microfilm Land Records taken from 
the old Wilkes County Land Entries for 1778-1781 show the following: 


31 December 1779 — John Oliver e (entered) 100 acres Rocky Branch. 


20 Sept. 1779 — Vanam (?) Oliver e (entered) 100 acres Lewis Fork, 
including his improvement ... (Vanam Oliver marked out; Richard Bennett 
written in).... 


This certainly could be John Oliver, Sr., and son, William, from Rowan 
County. Obviously, the person transcribing these old records had trouble 
reading the name “Vanam” which he indicated by placing a question mark 
after it. The “V” may be part of a W and coupled with the “am” ending 
indicate the word “William.” Certainly this would appear to support our 
speculation that this is the same John, Sr., and son, William, who left 
Rowan County in 1778. Also, John, Sr., and son, William, had just gone 
through the administrative procedure of entering land in Rowan County in 
1778 and immediately selling their claim by “making it over” to a buyer. 
Now it appears William is doing the exact same thing in Wilkes County the 
following year, 1779. Perhaps John also, because there is no record of a land 
grant to either of these men for Wilkes County in the Secretary of State’s 
Land Grant Office in Raleigh, North Carolina. This confirms that neither 
William or John Oliver forwarded their land entries to the Secretary of State 
to obtain land grants. 

If these records in Wilkes County are of John Oliver, Sr., and his son, 
William, as the evidence suggests, we are left with the question of what 
happened to sons, John Jr. and Reason. A possible clue on John Oliver Jr. 
was found in the 1800 census for Rowan County which listed a John Oliver 
living alone, age between 26-45. This man was living in that part of Rowan 
County that later became Davie County in 1836. Davie County lies 
immediately west of present day Davidson County (1822) where John 
Oliver, Sr. last lived in 1778. This man is in the age bracket to be John 
Oliver, Jr., last listed in the Rowan County Salisbury Guards (Davidson 
County area) on 15 October 1778 along with his father, John Oliver, Sr., and 
brothers, Reason and William. The Rowan County Tax List of 1802 also 
contains a John Oliver. This very difficult to read list indicates this John 
Oliver was taxed 60 “something” which is probably for land. His location in 
the same area that became Davie County suggests that he is the same John 
Oliver listed in the Rowan County Federal Census of 1800. Subsequent 
Rowan County Tax Lists in 1803 down to 1809 for this area show no Olivers. 
The purchase and sale of land by a Pleasant Oliver in 1813-14 is in this same 
area of Davie County, but we have no clue who Pleasant was or where he 
came from. Marriage records for Rowan County lists the marriages of 
Pleasant Oliver to Mary Blackwood in 1812; Mema Oliver to Francis Rice in 
1802; and, Barthene Ollover to James Patrick in 1806. The relation of these 
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Olivers is unknown, but likely the Pleasant Oliver married in 1812 is the 
same man purchasing land in 1813. We should add here that in addition to 
Olivers we have above discussed, the Court Minutes of the Rowan County 
Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions record the name George 
Oliver, road overseer on 9 July 1766 and grantee of 280 acres of land from 
Anthony Hampton on 5 August 1769. More will be said of this George 
Oliver in later chapters. 


MOVE TO WASHINGTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE? 


Wilkes County records after 1779 contain no hint on what happened to 
John Oliver and William Oliver. If they followed the migration patterns of 
the time, their next move would have been directly west across the high 
Appalachian Mountains into the Washington County area of present day 
Tennessee. Migration to this rugged frontier area, begun about 1770, was 
increasing and a natural next step for this family. As we discussed in Chapter 
IIY on John Oliver (1780/90-1863), our great-great-grandfather, there were 
living in Washington County in 1809 a John and William Oliver listed as 
jurors. The 1830 Tennessee Census shows that William was born between 
1740-50. His son, John L., was born in Virginia in 1798, indicating William 
came to Washington County, Tennessee, from Virginia after 1798. If this is 
the same William Oliver living in Rowan County, North Carolina in 1778, 
and Wilkes County in 1779, he probably moved to Virginia sometime after 
1779. His age certainly matches that of this Tennessee William Oliver. The 
John Oliver in Washington County, Tennessee, in 1809, we concluded in 
Chapter III, could have been born as early as about 1760, matching his age 
with the age of John Oliver, Jr. of Rowan County, North Carolina who we 
think could be the same Rowan County John Oliver listed in the census and 
tax records living in what is now Davie County, North Carolina in 1800 and 
1802. Could it be that these brothers, John Oliver Jr. and William Oliver are 
the same John and William Oliver who turn up in the Court Minutes as 
jurors in Washington County, Tennessee in 1809? The ages match and we 
find no record of William Oliver in Wilkes County after 1778 or a John 
Oliver in Davie County after 1802. We have no information on what 
happened to Reason Oliver who we assume was the son of John Oliver Sr. of 
Rowan County. However, we did find a census record in 1850 for Fauquier 
County, Virginia, of a Reason Oliver and a marriage record in Stafford 
County, Virginia, in 1854, apparently for the same Reason Oliver, age 45, 
who was born in Fauquier County, Virginia. This Reason Oliver’s father was 
Josiah Oliver, a resident of Fauquier and Prince Edward County, Virginia. 
In all our research, these are the only Olivers named Reason that we found. 
It is such an unusual name that we believe the Rowan County, North 
Carolina, and the Fauquier/ Stafford County, Virginia, Reason Oliver must 
be related. Perhaps Reason Oliver of Rowan County, North Carolina, in 
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1778 moved to Virginia or his father, John Oliver Sr., was originally from 
Virginia and the Reason Oliver married in Stafford County, Virginia is a 
relative. As we discussed in Chapter IV — Samuel Oliver moved to 
Wasington County, Tennessee between 1805-10 from Fauquier County, 
Virginia. His father moved from Etk Ridge, Maryland to Fauquier County, 
Virginia in 1775. Among these Washington County, Tennessee Olivers in the 
1850 census are listed the names Richard, age 36, and Josiah, age 31. All of 
this suggest a family connection between the Rowan County John Oliver, Sr. 
and Richard Oliver Sr., with the Virginia Olivers who came to Washington 
County, Tennessee in 1805-10. This raises the possibility that William and 
John, sons of John Oliver, Sr., in the Jersey Settlement from about 1768-78 
are the same William and John Oliver in Washington County, Tennessee in 
1809. 

All this is, of course, speculation. However, all the evidence does indicate 
that this John Oliver, Jr. is not the father of our great-great-grandfather, 
John Oliver (1780/90-1863). Further, we know that our ancestor, father of 
John Oliver (1780/90-1863) lived somewhere in North Carolina from as 
early as 1780 to at least the birth of his son James in 1799. Surely, if they lived 
in Rowan County in the old Jersey Settlement area or Wilkes County during 
this period some record, however brief, would have survived, especially in 
view of the survival of Rowan County and Wilkes County records. 


ORIGIN OF THE “JARSEYS” 


The final piece of this puzzle regards the origin of the name “Jarseys” used 
by my great-great-grandfather, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), to describe the 
place his people came from. In his book, Saints and Sinners at Jersey 
Settlement, The Story of Jersey Baptist Church, Garland A. Hendricks 
discusses the appointment of John Gano in 1755 to preach in the Jersey 
Settlement Church. He quotes the Philadelphia Association who voted to 
appoint “one ministering brother from the Jerseys and one from Pennsyl- 
vania, the several churches to contribute to bear their expenses ... The 
ministers that are to travel are to set out on Sunday the 28th of October.” 
This reference in 1755 by the Philadelphia Association to New Jersey as the 
“Jerseys” indicated that the term “Jerseys” was in common use to describe 
the present area of New Jersey at this time in 1755. Our research in the New 
Jersey State Archives at Trenton in 1984 confirmed this fact. New Jersey 
traces its name to conveyances made by Charles II to Lord Berkeley and Sir 
George Carteret of the territory of present New Jersey which state: “which 
tract of land is hereafter to be called by the name or names of Nova Cesarea 
or New Jersey.” The Historical Collections of the State of New Jersey, first 
published in 1844 by John W. Barber and Henry Howe, in which this 
reference is found, states that: “It is said the name (New Jersey) was given in 
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compliment to Carteret who had defended the Island of Jersey against the 
Long Parliament in the Civil Wars.” This conveyance by Charles II 
coincided with the capture by the English of New Amsterdam (New York) 
from the Dutch. According to The Story of New Jersey’s Civil Boundaries, 
1676-1968, by John P. Snyder in 1969, New Jersey was divided into East and 
West Jersey from 1676 to 1702. We found a map published by William 
Farden of London in his North American Atlas dated, 1777, which 
contained the caption “The Province of New Jersey, Divided into East and 
West, commonly called The Jerseys.” 

As late as 1777, when Tom Paine, the great conscience of the Revolution, 
wrote the immortal words, “These are the times that try men’s souls: The 
summer soldier and sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the 
service of his country; but he that stands it NOW, deserves the love and 
thanks of man and woman,” he was referring to the early struggle of the 
patriots including the Revolutionary War in New Jersey. A few sentences 
later he continued, “But no great deal is lost yet; all that Howe (General) has 
been doing for this month past is rather a ravage than a conquest, which the 
spirit of the Jersies a year ago would have quickly repulsed, and which time 
and a little resolution will soon recover.” 

This was from Paine’s The American Crisis written for readers throughout 
the colonies who were undoubtedly very familiar with the term “Jersies” in 
reference to New Jersey. 

This was, we believed, a reasonable explanation of the term “Jarsies” used 
by my ancestor. However, to exhaust all other possibilities, we researched 
the term “Jersies” during our work in London in 1984, including the Jersey 
and Guernsey Islands of the English Channel Islands between England and 
France. Jacques Oliver married Elizabeth De Soulemont on 28 February 
1609 in Trinity, Jersey. On 4 June 1747, Marie Olivier, daughter of Jean 
Olivier and Marie Robert, was christened in Saint Martin, Guernsey. These 
were the earliest records, and like other later Olivers found in records here, 
reflect the French influence in these islands. Only five of the 23 Olivers listed 
are prior to 1800 and most have the French spelling of Ollivier, Olivier, 
Olver, Olyvier and Allivier. My father, John W. Oliver (1878-1966), often 
wondered if this Jersey Island in the English Channel between England and 
France was the “Jarseys” referred to by our ancestor, John Oliver (1780/90- 
1863). Our research indicated it was more likely he was referring to New 
Jersey. 


CONCLUSION 


Our purpose in this chapter was to determine the location of the “Jarseys” 
which my great-great-grandfather, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), said was the 
place his people came from. This was the only bit of oral family tradition 
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that has survived and, obviously, of enormous importance in our research. 
This is the reason for the great amount of detail presented in this chapter. 
Any and every straw on this vital clue had to be meticulously investigated. 
Discovery of the Old Jersey Settlement in North Carolina, the State John 
Oliver said was his place of birth, appeared at first, as a possible solution to 
this mystery. This created a strong presumption that John was born in the 
Jersey Settlement and was referring to this community when he said they 
came from the “Jarseys.” 

However, from all our research on the Jersey Settlement as presented in 
this chapter, we do not believe this was the place John was referring to when 
he said they came from the “Jarseys.” It is more likely this term was to New 
Jersey. First, we found no evidence the Jersey Community was ever referred 
to as the “Jarseys.” Second, the term “Jersies” was in common use as late as 
1777 for the State of New Jersey. Third, the Olivers living in the vicinity of 
the Jersey Settlement, a very small remote community in North Carolina, 
were there only about ten years, from 1768-78, making it very unlikely our 
people would have referred to it as their place of origin. Fourth, the Olivers 
living in this Jersey Settlement appear to have family connections with the 
Virginia Olivers and may have migrated to Washington County, Tennessee 
in about 1805-10. Fifth, the oral family traditions of John Oliver would have 
likely gone back to the time of his grandfather and perhaps, to his great- 
grandfather, a span of over 100 years dating to the late 1600’s and the period 
when New Jersey was divided into East and West Jersey. 

Our conclusions here meant that all the evidence was not in and the 
verdict still out — we had to expand our research to all of North Carolina, 
an enormous undertaking. This research is outlined in the following 
chapters. 
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Research of the North Carolina Olivers 
1700 - 1850 


Our work to this point had been long and painfully difficult. However, it 
now appeared clearly worth all the expense and effort in bringing us to the 
final phase of our research. Now, at long last, we could begin to close in on 
the mystery of our Oliver ancestors with reasonable confidence that we were 
on the right track, at the right time in history and in the right place — North 
Carolina, Colony and State from about 1750 to 1810. Though the remaining 
task was great, at least the beginning of the end was in sight. This chapter 
summarizes our next step to research the North Carolina Olivers. 

Our first task was to organize our final assault on the mountain of 
available information in North Carolina of this early period including 
census, land, marriage, estate, court, military and other records. As a 
starting point, we selected the census first taken by North Carolina in 1786-7, 
followed by the Federal Census in 1790, 1800 and 1810. We were certainly 
mindful of the many errors and omissions of these early census records. In 
1784, North Carolina, prompted by a recommendation of Congress, enacted 
legislation for a census conducted in 1786-7. Out of 50 counties, name 
records for only 24 have survived. The 1810 Census for Craven, Greene, New 
Hanover and Wake Counties are also missing. This, along with a natural 
suspicion of government by many people, persons temporarily absent and 
poor enumerators, combined to produce incomplete records. However, 
covering as they did, a 24 year period from 1786 to 1810, there was a high 
statistical probability that a family living in North Carolina continuously 
would be counted on a census at least once in this period. To compensate for 
census omissions we added to the list 12 counties in which Olivers were 
found on other records including tax, land, estate, marriage and Colonial- 
State records. These 12 counties added to the 30 counties identified from the 
census records gave us a total of 42 counties to research. 

Our object now was to screen the records of Olivers in each of these 42 
counties for some clue that matched the family profile of our Olivers 
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developed from our Tennessee research. If such a clue could be found, our 
plan was to make an exhaustive detailed search of the Olivers in that county. 
Our Oliver profile is repeated as follows: 


John or George Oliver of Scotch-Irish descent with wife, Mary or Martha; 
both born in the 1750's; married about 1778-80 with one male child born 
1780-90 (John); one male child born 1785 (George R.); one male child born 
1799 (James); one female child born 1788 (Nancy); one female child born 
about 1790 (Agnes); one female child born 1790-95 (Mary); and, possibly two 
or three other children. George R. Oliver, son, married 1803-1806 to Susannah 
White with one male child born 1807 (John) likely living in the same county up 
to 1810. Migration of this entire family group to Carter County, Tennessee 
between 1807 and 1810. 


We have grouped these 42 counties by the major regions of North 
Carolina — the Coastal Plain, the Piedmont and the Mountain Region. The 
information is summarized on the Olivers in each county. The census data is 
coded as follows: 


1786-7 Census: Males 21-60, Males under 21 and over 60, All females. 
1790 — Census: Males 16 & up incl. head of families, Males under 16. 
All females incl. head of family. 
1800 and 1810 Census: 
Males — Under 10, 10-16, 16-26, 26-45, 45 & Over. 
Females — Under 10, 10-16, 16-26, 26-45, 45 & Over. 


See Appendix for explanation of Census Coding. 


COASTAL PLAIN REGION 


The Coastal Plain Region, extending some 100-150 miles inland from the 
Atlantic Ocean, was the area first settled beginning in the last half of the 
1600’s. Historians believe that these early settlers were mostly of English 
stock from the area immediately north, the coastal region of Virginia. 
Olivers appear in the records for the following counties up to 1810. 


BEAUFORT COUNTY: 


Beaufort County was formed in 1705 on the Pamlico River and Sound 
near the Atlantic Coast. 
1810 Census: Benjamin 00001-11001. 
Deeds: Daniel in 1714. 
Timothy in 1755. 
Nathaniel in 1820. 
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BERTIE COUNTY: 


Bertie County was formed in 1722 from Albemarle County and is located 
in the northeastern coastal region at the western end of Albemarle Sound. 


1786-7 Census: Andrew | - 5 -3 
1800 Census: John 11010-40110. 
Malichi 10020-00100. 
Martin 00010-20010. 
Deeds: Andrew 1741. 
Alexander and Thomas 1747. 
Francis and John 1749. 
Aaron 1750. 
Thomas 1756. 
John and Alexander 1763. 
John 1767. 
Andrew and Thomas 1772. 
Andrew 1774 and 1775. 
Aaron Oliver evidence of land ownership in 1723. 
John 1787 and 1788. 
John to John Jr. 1791. 
Andrew 1793. 
Malachi 1798, 1799, 1800, 1801 and 1802. 
Martin 1801. 
Shadrack 1800 and 1801. 
Mary, Martin and Happy 1800. 
John 1804, 
Andrew 1805, 1806 and 1810. 
Malachi 1805. 
John 1809. 
Tax List: Aaron 1757. 
John 1757 and 1769. 
Marriages: Martin to Happy Mitchell — 1791. 
Sarah to William Hurst — 1768. 
Andrew to Mary Ann West — 1769. 
John Jr. to Milley Watsford — 1788. 
Colonial and State Records: 
Aaron had land patent in 1719. 
Alexander, “a very poor man” was exempted from tax in 
1757. 
Andrew was a member of House of Commons in 1785 and 
1787. 


BRUNSWICK COUNTY: 


Brunswick County was formed in 1764 from the counties of Bladen and 
New Hanover and is located in the southeastern corner of the state on the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
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Deeds: The earliest deed records are after 1826 fora 
John Oliver Jr. 
Tax List: John Oliver 1772. 
CARTERET COUNTY: 


This county, formed in 1722, is located on the Atlantic Coast east of Jones 
and Onslow Counties. 
1810 Census: Daniel 10010-10010. 
William 10100-00100. 
Deeds: William 1813, 1814 and 1815. 
Marriages: William W. to Alice P. Marshall — 1808. 


CHOWAN COUNTY: 


One of the original precincts of the Lords Proprietors, under charter of 
King Charles II, dating from 1671. The county is located on the western end 
of Albemarle Sound in the northeast corner of the State. 


Deeds: Evidence of land ownership by Aaron in 1719 and 1720. 
Tax List: Aaron 1721. 
Moses 1717. 


Colonial and State Records: 
Alexander Oliver selected Juror in 1739. 


CRAVEN COUNTY: 


Craven dates to 1705. Bounded on the east by Pamlico Sound, its county 
seat, New Bern, was the site of the Colonial Capitol of North Carolina and 
Governor Tryon’s Palace. 
1790 Census: Solomon 2-1 - 5. 
Joseph 1 - 3 - 2. 
Samuel | - 5 - 2. 
Thomas | - 2 - 2. 

1800 Census: Daniel 10100-00100. 
John 00100-01000. 
John M. 01001-00010. 
Joseph 00100-10000. 
Samuel 10010-00100. 
Thomas 11001-02010. 


Deeds: John, Land Patent 1761. 
Wills: Mary 1794. 

Thomas 1811. 

Joseph 1810. 
Tax List: John 1769. 


Samuel 1769. 
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Marriages: Daniel to Setty Ferguson 1800. 
John to Eliza Kelly 1800. 
John M. to Sally Clark 1798. 
Richard to Patence Ferguson 1799. 
Richard P. to Betsy Young 1801. 
Samuel to Amy Priesly 1797. 
Samuel to Elizabeth Gittig 1805. 
Thomas to Ann Durand 1794. 
Euphamia to Valentine Gaskill 1805. 
Mary to Joseph Venter 1795. 
Patsey to James Green 1795. 
Rhoda to Henry Pelt 1795. 
Sarah to John Craddock 1786. 
Sarah to David Wilkenson 1798. 
Colonial and State Records: 
John Oliver in County Militia 1751 and in Court Record in 
1762. 
Mary and Sarah Oliver Court Records 1770. 
David Oliver Court Record 1728. 
Petition of John Oliver to Legislature in 1788. 


CUMBERLAND COUNTY: 


Cumberland County was formed in 1754 from Bladen County and is 
separated from the South Carolina border by Robeson County. 
Tax List: Aaron 1767. 
Moses 1767. 


DOBBS COUNTY: 


Formed in 1758 from Johnston County, Dobbs was divided in 1791 to 
form Lenoir and Glasgow renamed Green in 1799. 
1790 Census: Ann Oliver 0 - 0 - 4. 


DUPLIN COUNTY: 


Duplin was formed in 1750. Wheeler says its early settlers were Irish who 
gave the name Duplin in memory of their capitol, Dublin.* It was formed 
from New Hanover County in the southeastern part of the State. 

1786-87 Census: Francis | - 2 - 5. 

1790 Census: Francis | - 3 - 5. 

1800 Census: Francis 01201-22101. 

1810 Census: Sarah 20100-10201. 

Deeds: Francis 1785, 1791, 1792 and 1799. 

John 1818 and 1819. 
Benjamine 1829. 


* Historical Sketches of North Carolina 
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Marriages: 


Benjamine to Elizabeth Thomas 1789. 
Zilpha to David Kornegay 1798. 
Betsy to William Powers 1800. 

Anna to John Wilson 1809. 


JOHNSTON COUNTY: 


Johnston was formed in 1746 from Craven County on the eastern coastal 


area. 


1786-87 Census: 


1790 Census: 


1800 Census: 


1810 Census: 


Deeds: 


Wills: 


Marriages: 


John Sr. 2-4-3. 

John Jr. 1 - 1-2. 

James 1-0-1. 

John Jr. 1-2-3. 

John Sr. 2 - 1 - 2. 

Needham | -0 - 1. 

Thomas | -0- 1. 

William | - 0-0. 

Mitchell 00100-00001. 

Henry Jr. 00010-10010. 

Henry 01101-00011. 

John 21110-00100. 

Needham 20010-11010. 

Stephen 10010-10100. 

Henry 20010-10010. 

Winifred 10000-10010. 

Demsey 12010-31010. 

Needham 00110-31110. 

Stephen 21010-21010. 

Asey 00200-00011. 

John 1765, 1768, and 1774. 

William 1765, 1795. 

Henry 1770, 1795, 1800, 1801, 1803, 1804, 1805, 1808 and 
1810. 

John Jr. 1785. 

Thomas 1797 and 1800. 

Needham 1801. 

Mitchell 1806, 1809 and 1810. 

Stephen 1797. 

John, wife Sarah 1787. 

Thomas, wife Elizabeth 1799. 

John, wife Dorcas 1803. 

John to Sarah Edwards — 1783. 

Stephen to Polly Brasswell — 1790. 

Thomas to Elizabeth Pool — 1790. 

Henry to Winey Ingram — 1799. 

Needham to Mary Wise — 1790. 

Polly to Sander Avera — 1797. 
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Elizabeth to Ryal Price — 1790. 
Patience to Philip Pearce — 1778. 


JONES COUNTY: 


Formed in 1779 from Craven, it is bounded on the south by Duplin 
County and Onslow to the east. 
1786-87 Census: John 2 - 2 - 2. 
1790 Census: William 3 - 2 - 2. 
1810 Census: John 00100-00101. 
James 00010-00000. 
John R. 20100-01010. 
Deeds: William 1787, 1788, 1790 and 1808. 
John 1808 and 1810. 
Thomas 1795 and 1798. 
James 1810. 
McDaniel 1793. 
Restlen 1795. 
Marriages: Ann Oliver to John Oliver 1787. 


NORTHAMPTON COUNTY: 


This county was formed in 1741 from Bertie. It is located in the north- 
eastern part of the State on the Virginia border. 
1786-87 Census: John | - 3 - 2. 
1790 Census: John 1 - 4-3. 
1800 Census: John 12201-11001. 
1810 Census: John 00101-00101. 
James Sr. 10010-30010. 
James Jr. 10100-10100. 
Everett 00100-30010. 
Joseph 10100-10200. 


Deeds: John 1784, 1788, 1791, 1794 and 1803. 
Joseph 1810. 
Marriages: William to Polly Allen 1812. 


Joseph to T. Tharp 1813. 


NEW HANOVER COUNTY: 


Formed in 1729 from Craven, it is located in the southeastern corner of 
the State east of Brunswick County on the Atlantic Ocean. 

1790 Census: John 1-1-4. 

1800 Census: Peter 00100-00000. 

Deeds: Elizabeth from Estate of Daniel Oliver 1796. 


214 
ONSLOW COUNTY: 


Formed in 1734 from New Hanover, it borders the Atlantic Ocean in the 
southeastern part of the State. 
1790 Census: Benjamin | - 0 - 3. 
1800 Census: Benjamin 20110-41010. 
James 20022-10100. 
1810 Census: Mallica 01010-10000. 


Tax List: James 1770. 
Marriages: James to Brody Amosey — 1787. 
PASQUOTANK COUNTY: 


Pasquotank was formed in 1671. One of the first counties, it is located in 
the northeast corner of the State on Albemarle Sound. 
Deeds: Andrew and Hannah Oliver in 1726. 
Joseph in 1734. 
Colonial and State Records: 
John Oliver imported by Wm. Hutchison 1702. 


PITT COUNTY: 


Pitt County was formed from Beaufort County in 1760. 


Colonial and State Records: 
Joseph Oliver member of Pitt County Association pledging 
support to Provincial Congress in 1775. 


RICHMOND COUNTY: 


Formed in 1779 from Anson, Richmond is bordered on the east by 
Scotland County and the south by South Carolina line. 
1790 Census: John 2 - § - 3. 
1800 Census: John 11411-11120. 
John Big 30101-02010. 
1810 Census: Alexander 00010-20100. 


ROBESON COUNTY: 


Robeson County was formed 1787 from Bladen County. It is located on 
the South Carolina border some 50 miles inland from the Atlantic Ocean. 
1790 Census: William 3 - 0 - 3. 
1810 Census: John 00001-00002. 
John 20100-00200. 
Deeds: Reace Oliver 1810. 
Marriages: John to Charity Danie! — 1803. 
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TYRRELL COUNTY: 


Tyrrell formed in 1729, with Washington County to the west and Dare 
County to the east, borders Albemarle Sound on the north. 


1786-87 Census: 


1790 Census: 


1800 Census: 


Deeds: 


Tax List: 
Marriages: 


Alex? 1 - 0 - 3. 

John 1-0-0. 

Joseph | - 0 - 2. 

Andrew 1-2-1. 

Andrew 1 - 3 - 2. 

Alexander | - 2 - 2. 

Edward 1-0-0. 

George 1-0-0. 

John | - | - 2. 

Joseph 1 -0- 4. 

Joseph 20010-13110. 

Edward 10010-20010. 

Alexander 1740, 1749, 1759, 1761, 1762, 1786, 1787, 1788 
and 1797. 

Alexander Jr. 1796. 

Andrew 1741, 1742, 1743, 1749, 1753, 1776, 1782, 1783, 
1788, 1790, 1791, 1792, 1795, 1797 and 1798. 

David 1729 and 1741. 

George 1758, 1763, 1777, 1794, 1795, 1796 and 1797. 

John 1761, 1786 and 1796. 

John and Mary 1788. 

Joseph 1791, 1795 and 1797. 

Andrew 1755. 

Alexander to Frances Phelps — 1784. 

Andrew to Jonnah Phelps — 1784. 

Edward to Jeremiah Phelps — 1794. 

John to Rebecca Davis — 1783. 

Joseph to Hannahran Woodland — 1785. 

Jno. to Mary Howett — 1787. 

George Olover to Ann Tarkinton — 1793. 

Ann to Thomas Smith — 1786. 

Mary to William Alexander — 1794, 

Mary to Jesse Bateman — 1781 (Joshua Oliver, Bondsman). 


Colonial and State Records: 


Reference to Quit Rents of Andrew Oliver in 1735. 
Francis in North Carolina Convention in 1788. 


WASHINGTON COUNTY: 


Formed in 1799 from Tyrrell County. 
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1800 Census: Alexander 31010-10010. 
Andrew 11010-31010. 

1810 Census: Alexander 21101-21010. 
Andrew 00201-02001. 
Joseph 01001-00301. 


WAYNE COUNTY: 


Wayne County was formed in 1779 from Dobbs County, later divided into 
Green and Lenoir. It lies east of Green and west of Johnston. 
1790 Census: Henry | - 3 - 3. 
1800 Census: James (No family given) 
Henry (No family given) 
Deeds: Henry 1784, 1786, 1790 and 1794. 


PIEDMONT REGION 


The Piedmont Region is a band some 200 miles wide running through the 
center of the State between the Coastal Plain Region on the east and the 
Mountain Region on the west. The majority of the settlers from 1733 to 1830 
in the Piedmont were Scotch-Irish. Olivers appear in the following counties 
up to 1810. 


ANSON COUNTY: 


Anson County was formed in 1750 from Bladen County. It is located in 
the southern part of the State on the South Carolina border with Union to 
the west and Richmond to the east. 

Grants: Grant to James 1774 — 100 acres. 

Grants to John 1775 — 2 tracts of 100 acres each, and 100 
acres in 1780. 


BURKE COUNTY: 


Burke was formed in 1777 from Rowan and occupied the area west of 
Rowan to the western border of North Carolina, sharing a border with 
Buncombe to the southwest, until after 1810. 

1810 Census: Ahijah 10010-30200. 


CASWELL COUNTY: 


Caswell County was formed in 1777 from Orange County. It is bordered 
on the north by Virginia, to the west by Rockingham and to the east by 
Person County. 

1790 Census: Douglass 

Stephen 
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Deeds: Douglass, Trust Deeds — 1774-99 time period. 
Richard in the 1790's. 
John Sr. and John Jr. 1817-24. 
Durett 1833-36. 
Reuben Estate Division 1837-41. 
Yancy and Jaeson 1841-49. 
John J. 1828-31. 

Marriages: Douglass to Milly Kernall — 1783. 
Durett to Matilda Lea — 1811. 
Catherine to Stuart Warrin — 1791. 
Alva to Betsy Holloway — 1792. 


FRANKLIN COUNTY: 


Franklin County was formed in 1779 from Bute which was discontinued, 
its territory divided between Franklin and Warren. It is in the north central 
part of the State separated from the Virginia line by Warren. 


Deeds: Benjamin Oliver in 1787. 
Marriages: John to Amey Jones — 1789. 
GRANVILLE COUNTY: 


This county was formed in 1746 from Edgecombe County. It is in the 
northern central part of the State on the Virginia border. 
1786-87 Census: John | - 0-0. 
Mary 0-0-2. 
Peter 1 - | - 3. 
1790 Census: Peter — (No family given). 
1800 Census: John 20110-01010. 


Mary 00000-00001. 
1810 Census: John 01201-00101. 
Deeds: William 1761-62, 1765-68. 


John 1765-68. 
John and Peter 1769-72. 
John 1772-75, 1773-78, 1775-88, 1790-93, 1793-97, 1797- 
1802, 1810-12, 1812-16, 1818-20. 
Francis H. 1820-37. 
The above represents various land transactions for named 
individuals during periods indicated. 
Tax Lists: Mary Oliver, John Oliver and Widow Oliver 1790. 
John 1769. 
Mary 1789. 
Peter 1769 and 1784. 
Colonial and State Records: 
John Oliver in Provincial Congress 1775 and 1776. 
Appointed Ensign in Second Regiment in 1775. Took 
Oath of Allegiance to State of North Carolina 1778. 
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GUILFORD COUNTY: 


Guilford was created in 1770 from Rowan and Orange. It is bounded on 
the north by Rockingham, formed from its northern area in 1785, and lies in 
the north central part of the State. 


Deeds: George Oliver 1775, 1782. 
John 1784. 
Marriages: George Oliver to Martha Whitworth — 1772. 


James to Susannah Lemons — 1782. 
Mary to John Boardman — 1772. 
Agness Olover to Thomas Wicker — 1785. 
Colonial and State Records: 
George Oliver signed petition regarding Court House, 
Prison and Stocks in 1773. 


LINCOLN COUNTY: 


Tryon County, formed in 1768, was divided by the General Assembly to 
create Lincoln and Rutherford in 1779 in retaliation for the oppressions of the 
Royal Governor Tryon for which the county had been named. It lies in the 
southeastern part of the State originally sharing a boundary with South 
Carolina before Gaston County was formed from its southern half in 1846. 

1790 Census: Thomas | - 1 - I. 

John 1 - 4-3. 
James 1-0-0. 
1800 Census: George 22010-31110. 
John 20010-00100. 
Thomas 10100-20010. 
1810 Census: George 10301-42010. 


John 00110-00010. 
Tom (?) 11001-20010. 
Deeds: George 1790 and 1820. 
John 1818, 1819 and 1821. 
Tax List: John 1800. 
Marriages: John to Amey Abernathy — 1800. 
MECKLENBURG COUNTY: 


Formed in 1762 from Anson, it is in the southeastern part of the State on 
the South Carolina border. Lincoln and Gaston are to the west and 
Cabarrus and Union to the east and southeast. 

1790 Census: George | - 2 - 3. 

1800 Census: Andrew 01010-21010. 

Andrew 01010-02010. 
William 10010-10010. 
1810 Census: Andrew 00101-20110. 
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Deeds: Richard and Hannah Oiliver 1789. 
George Oliver 1794. 
William and Jenny Oliver 1807. 
Richard 1787. 
William 1797. 
Andrew 1797. 
Thomas 1824 and 1830. 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY: 


This county was formed in 1779 from Anson and is located in the south- 
eastern part of the State north of Richmond County. 
1800 Census: Moses 10010-20100. 


MOORE COUNTY: 


Formed in 1784 from Cumberland County, it lies near the center of the 
State. 

1790 Census: William 3 - 0 - 2. 
Willis 2 - 1 - 2. 
Willis 1 - 4 - 2. 
Aron 2-0-1. 
Moses | - 0 - 0. 

1800 Census: Willis Jr. 32010-00010. 
Willis Sr. 11101-10101. 

1810 Census: Moses 10010-01000. 
Richard 10010-20010. 
Willis 13101-10010. 
Willis 11111-10010. 


ORANGE COUNTY: 


Orange County was formed in 1752 from Granville, Johnston and Bladen 
Counties. It is in the north central part of the State, south of Person County. 
Colonial and State Records: 
Reference to John Oliver of Orange County in 1768. 
James Oliver listed in Petition of “Regulators” to Governor 
about 1768. 


PERSON COUNTY: 


Person County was formed in 1791 from Caswell County. Located on the 
Virginia border, it is bounded to the west by Caswell and to the east by 
Granville. 

1800 Census: Stephen 12501-00001. 

1810 Census: Stephen 00531-00000. 
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Deeds: 


Marriages: 


Douglass 1797. 

Avery 1809. 

Stephen 1794, 1801, 1806 and 1808. 
Durrell! 1806. 

Abry 1808. 

Robert 1809. 

Yancy 1822. 

Stephen and William 1826. 
Durret 1827. 

Bluford Oliver to Polly Link. 
Robert to Janny Link — 1808. 


ROCKINGHAM COUNTY: 


Rockingham County was created in 1785 from the northern half of 
Guilford. It is located on the Virginia border with Stokes County to the west 
and Caswell to the east. 


1790 Census: 


1800 Census: 


1810 Census: 


Deeds & 
Grants: 


Marriages: 


William | - 1 - 1. 

James | - 2 - 2. 

John | - 2-3. 

Martha | -4- 5. 

William 11010-20010. 

James 01010-32010. 

James (?John) 30010-20100. 
Martha 00200-02001. 

Peter 30010-00010. 

Abraham 00100-00100. 

William 00110-01110. 

James 00101-02101. 

Martha 00010-00101. 

Peter 12110-31010. 

Abraham 30010-10010. 

Isaac 10010-20010. 

John Elias 32001-00010. 

John 1786, 1793, 1795, 1797, 1798. 
John and Mary 1800. 

Peter 1793, 1794, 1795, 1796, 1802. 
James 1793, 1797, 1809, 1810. 
George 1807 and 1808. 

William 1795. 

Abraham 1800, 1809. 

Rebeckah Oliver to William Cunningham Jr. — 1801. 
George Oliver to Susannah White — 1805. 
Jesse to Sally Russell — 1805. 
Isaac to Peggy Fagg — 1806. 
Abraham to Rosa Grant — 1807. 
Sally to William Shepherd — 1809. 
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Sukey to James Lumbrick — 1812. 
Susannah to Robert Grady — 1814. 
William to Elizabeth Edging — 1806. 
Elias to Polly Wright — 1813. 


ROWAN COUNTY: 


Rowan County was formed in 1753 from Anson County. It included most 
of the western part of the State of North Carolina and Tennessee until Surry 
(1770) and Burke (1777) were formed. Located in the western part of the 
State, the history of this county is the early history of western North 
Carolina. We discussed the Olivers of Rowan County in considerable detail 
in Chapter VIII and concluded that with the exception of George Oliver who 
purchased land in 1769, these Olivers were not our ancestors. This George 
Oliver’s land was in that part of Rowan County that became Guilford in 
1770 and later Rockingham in 1785. Accordingly, he is part of the 
Rockingham County Oliver clan of which more will be said later in this 
chapter. 


RUTHERFORD COUNTY: 


This county was established in 1779 from Tryon County which was 
abolished in 1779 and divided between Rutherford and Lincoln Counties. 
1800 Census: John 10100-10100. 
1810 Census: John 11001-11010. 
William 00100-10100. 


Deeds: John 1812. 
Tax List: John 1795. 
Marriages: James W. to Sealy Melton — 181 x. 


John to Marian Winthrow — 1795. 


STOKES COUNTY: 


Stokes County was formed in 1789 from Surry County. It is located in the 
northwestern part of the State on the Virginia border. 
1790 Census: Ahijah 2 - 5 - 4. 
Gilson | - 2 - 4. 
1800 Census: William 10010-10010. 
1810 Census: William 23010-21100. 


Tax Lists: William 1796. 
Lucindy 1794. 
Marriages: Peter to Grace Bass — 1802. 


William to Chaty Edward — 1796. 
Lucindy Oliver to John Smith — 1794. 


222 
SURRY COUNTY: 


Surry County was formed in 1771 from Rowan County. It is west of 
Stokes on the Virginia border in the northwestern part of the State. 
1786-7 Census: Elijah 1 - 3-7. 
Ahagay 2-4-5. 
1800 Census: Abijah 21101-10100. 
Elijah 00100-00100. 
1810 Census: Elijah 00201-00010. 
Thomas 00100-10100. 


Tax Lists: Ezekiel 1799. 
Elijah 1800. 
Marriages: Ezekiel to Sarah Brown — 1799. 


Elijah to Polly Hicks — 1800. 
William to Agness East — 1801. 
Jesse to Elizabeth Swinney — 1812. 


WAKE COUNTY: 


Wake County was formed in 1771 from Orange, Johnston and Cumber- 
land. Raleigh, the capitol of North Carolina, is located in Wake which is 
near the center of the State. 


Census: Census records for Wake for 1810 are missing. 
Deeds: Mitchell 1815. 
Isaac 1818. 


These are the earliest deed records for Wake Olivers. 
However, later deed records down to 1958 list over 725 
land transactions of Olivers. 

Tax Lists: The following listings supplement the 1820 Census for 
Wake County and are included in the belief that some of 
the Olivers herein identified may have resided in the 
county in 1810 or earlier. 

Abel, Asa, Howell, Isaac, James, John, Mathew, Merrell, 
Mitchell, Southwood, William and William Sr. 
Marriages: Judah Oliver to Nathan Blackburn — 1781. 


WARREN COUNTY: 


Warren County was formed in 1779 from Bute which was divided into 
Warren and Franklin. It is located in the northern part of the State on the 
Virginia border west of Northampton County. 

1810 Census: Thomas 31210-20010. 

Marriages: Asa to Charlotte Webb — 1790. 
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THE MOUNTAIN REGION 


The Mountain Region lies west of the Piedmont Region covering the 
remainder of the western mountain area of North Carolina. Most of the 
counties of the Mountain Region excepting Wilkes (1777), Ashe (1799), 
Buncombe (1791) and Haywood (1808), were formed after 1810 and many 
well up into the 1800’s. Parts of the counties of Rutherford (1779) and Burke 
(1777) are in this region, but have been included with the Piedmont counties 
for the purpose of our research. Only the records of Buncombe and Wilkes 
contain Olivers prior to 1810. 


BUNCOMBE COUNTY: 


Buncombe was formed in 1791 from Burke and Rutherford and encom- 
passed the entire southwestern part of the Mountain Region. The counties of 
Henderson (1838), Haywood (1808), Jackson (1851), Macon (1828), Swain 
(1871), Clay (1861), Cherokee (1839), and Graham (1872) were all formed 
from the original area of Buncombe County. The early history of Buncombe 
prior to 1810 is the history of this area. 

1800 Census: Benjamine 02010-11010. 

1810 Census: Benjamine 00001-11001. 

Deeds: Joseph 1820, 1821, 1824 and 1827. 


WILKES COUNTY: 


Wilkes County was formed in 1777 from Surry and comprised the entire 
northwestern corner of North Carolina on the Virginia and Tennessee 
borders. Territory of this county was later to form the counties of Ashe 
(1799), Alleghany (1859), Watauga (1849), Caldwell (1841) and Alexander 
(1847). Like Buncombe County in the southwest corner of the State, the 
history of Wilkes is the early history of the northwest part of the Mountain 
Region of North Carolina. 

1786-7 Census: Elijah | - 4-6. 

1790 Census: Susanna Oliver 0 - 3 - 5. 

1800 Census: Susannah 02000-01002. 

Land Grants: John 1779. 

William (?) 1779. 

Deeds: Elijah 1787. 

Tax Lists: Elijah 1787 and 1788. 

Susannah Oliver 1796, 1797 and 1798. 

Court Minutes: Elijah 1787 and 1788. 

John 1779. 
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SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


We repeat here again that our objective in this chapter was to screen the 
Oliver families in the counties of North Carolina up to 1810 for possible 
matching information with our Oliver family hypothetical profile. We found 
42 counties, listed above, containing Olivers. It is important to make clear 
that the information listed here for each Oliver family in these 42 counties is 
a summary and not a detailed genealogy. What we have included is but a 
small fraction of the whole of our research. However, this information we 
have used is considered sufficient for our purpose of screening these counties 
to identify that one county where our people came from to Carter County, 
Tennessee in about 1809-10. This summary information is presented here to 
show how that evaluation was made. Hopefully, these summaries, along 
with the combined censuses for North Carolina from 1786-1850 contained in 
the Appendix to this book, will be of assistance to other Olivers who trace 
their ancestors to this State. 

We also can make the obvious point here that our task of locating our 
Oliver ancestors among 42 counties was far from easy. The research itself 
was long and difficult, requiring some three years and thousands of miles of 
travel. In the end, we were always doubtful that all the records had been 
found and fearful that our people would somehow be one of the few for 
which no records had survived. So, it was with considerable anxiety and 
apprehension that we finally arrived at the point where we had all the data 
on each county laid out for analysis and comparison with our best guess, our 
profile, of our ancestor based on our Tennessee research. This analysis 
follows. 

Generally, the Olivers found in the Coastal Plain counties were there early 
in the Colony’s beginning and appear to be of English stock from the coastal 
area of Virginia. For the most part, excepting the name John, the names of 
these Olivers do not match our Tennessee Oliver Clan. The counties of 
Johnston, Bertie, Craven and Tyrrell contain very large Oliver family 
groups, but the names do not follow our Tennessee Olivers. In many 
counties the name John Oliver appears, but this is such a common name that 
standing alone it is not a serious clue. None of these John Olivers are 
married to a Mary or Martha and often the records show they were in the 
county after 1810, the latest date our ancestor was in North Carolina. This is 
true in Richmond County which was formed from Anson in 1779. The John 
Oliver found here appears to be the same John who obtained land grants in 
the 1770’s while this was part of Anson County. The Olivers of Robeson 
County are the subject of a book by Miss Helen Oliver, The John Oliver 
Family of Robeson County, North Carolina 1784-1974. Miss Oliver can only 
trace her ancestor, John Oliver, back to Moore County, North Carolina, 
where he was born in 1784. Clearly, her Robeson County Olivers are not in 
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our Tennessee Oliver line. So, we make the tentative conclusion that none of 
the Olivers in these Coastal Plain counties are our ancestors. 

The Piedmont Region, settled by the major ethnic group, the Scotch-Irish, 
was, we believed from the beginning of our research, our most promising 
area. We were not to be disappointed. In Rockingham County, formed in 
1785 from Guilford (1770), some vital pieces of this great puzzle for the first 
time began to fall in place. Of enormous importance, was the record of a 
marriage of George Oliver to Susannah White in 1805! Further, a George 
Oliver purchased and sold land here in 1807 and 1808. Also, an old George 
Oliver purchased land in 1769 and remarried in 1772 while this area was part 
of Rowan and Guilford Counties. Of equal importance was the 1790 Census 
of a John Oliver with two males under 16 and three females; or, two boys 
under 16, a wife and two daughters. All this, together with the numerous 
land transactions of John in the 1790’s ending with John and Mary in 1800 
and coincidences of the names of George and John, combine to make 
Rockingham County our prime target. None of the other Coastal Plain, 
Piedmont or Mountain Region counties come close to the Rockingham 
County Olivers at this point in matching our Oliver profile. While we 
certainly were not prepared to make a final decision, we were convinced that 
Rockingham County must be researched in the greatest detail for every 
thread of information on the Olivers living there from 1785 when the county 
was formed up to 1850. Also, we would need to include the old Rowan 
County records while this area was part of Rowan from 1753 to 1770, and 
Guilford County records from 1770 to 1785 while the area was part of that 
county, Additionally, some of the other Olivers in the Piedmont such as 
George in Lincoln and Mecklenburg and Elijah in Surry, near Rockingham 
County, would require closer research for possible connections. 

As we close this chapter we must confess to a sense of elation and great 
expectation. We knew that George R. Oliver (1785-1863) of Carter County, 
Tennessee, a brother of our great-great-grandfather John Oliver (1780/90- 
1863) of Cades Cove, Tennessee had married Susannah White in North 
Carolina in about 1803-1806. Now to find a marriage record for a George 
Oliver to Susannah White in 1805 in Rockingham County, the only such 
marriage record found in all of North Carolina up to 1810, was an enormous 
encouragement to us. Surely, at last we were close to solving the mystery of 
our Oliver ancestors in North Carolina. The next chapter will outline the 
results of the tremendous amount of research we did on the Rockingham 
County Olivers. 





Chapter X 


George Oliver, 1726-1786 
Rockingham County, North Carolina 


Considering the almost non-existent history of our Tennessee Olivers, our 
success in pinpointing Rockingham County as the probable location of our 
ancestors was extraordinary. However, given the great number of years since 
1810 when they would have migrated from this county, we knew much 
research remained to be done. This chapter will summarize our research on 
George Oliver, the ancestor of the Rockingham County Olivers. 


EARLY HISTORY OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 


Rockingham County is located on the Virginia border in the northern part 
of the Piedmont of North Carolina. It was formed in 1785 from the northern 
half of Guilford County which had in turn been created out of Rowan and 
Orange Counties in 1771. Rowan, which dates to 1753, covered the western 
part of the State and extended across the present area of Tennessee. In 1740 
there were only 13 counties in North Carolina, all located in the immediate 
coastal area along the Atlantic. By 1760, the number of counties had 
doubled to 26, several of which, including Granville, Orange, Rowan, 
Cumberland and Anson, now occupied most of the Piedmont area. This is 
significant because it indicates the growth and period of the early settlements. 
The area of Rockingham, about 46 miles east to west and 20 miles north to 
south, was very sparsely settled prior to 1750 resembling a wilderness. The 
earliest land grants appear in 1752-55. However, once the Piedmont area 
south of the Virginia border began to open up, there was a great rush of 
settlers who came down from Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland and 
Virginia along the Great Wagon Road. Butler points out in his Rockingham 
County History, 1982, that the Great Wagon Road forked south of 
Roanoke, Virginia, one fork of which entered Rockingham County. He adds 
that the “Rockingham County frontier was populated almost entirely by the 
Scotch-Irish.” The earliest settlement in Rockingham County apparently 
was in the Troublesome Creek Valley. Of some 340 Revolutionary War 
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soldiers who have been identified from Rockingham and Stokes Counties, it 
appears that at least 170 or 50% were born in Virginia, 60 are unknown 
(probably mostly Virginia), 36 in North Carolina, 28 in Pennsylvania, 15 in 
Maryland, 3 in New Jersey, 2 in Georgia, 2 in South Carolina, I in New 
York, 1 in Massachusetts, 5 in Ireland, 4 in Scotland, 5 in England, 3 in 
Germany, 2 in Sweden, 2 in Switzerland, and | in France. These figures 
probably represent a small sample of the population and are not exact, but 
they do indicate that most of these early settlers came from Virginia. 

The geographic features of the State are typical of the Piedmont with 
rolling hills up to 1,000 feet. The Dan River, the county’s most prominent 
feature, crosses the county from southeast to northwest returning to Virginia 
from whence it entered the State. A number of creeks, including Hogans and 
Jacobs, flowing into the Dan, figured prominently in the county’s early 
settlement as sites of grain mills. Butler states that most of the early settlers 
“resided on farms of a few hundred acres, grew grains and tobacco, and 
tended herds of cattle, pigs and sheep.” The typical home was a one or two 
room log house with stone chimney. 

In the 1770s, this area shared the turbulent, sometimes violent, growing 
friction with Colonial Rule under the British which culminated in the final 
break in 1776. The local Militia Regiment was active during the Revolu- 
tionary War being called into service for the Moores Creek Campaign in 
1776; the Cherokee Campaign in June, 1776; the Battle of Guilford Court 
House in March, 1781; and Wilmington in October, 1781. This Militia 
Regiment was commanded by Col. James Martin whose brother, Alexander 
Martin, was with the North Carolina Continental Line with General 
Washington at Brandywine and Germantown. Alexander Martin was later 
Governor of North Carolina and the leading citizen of this period from 
Rockingham County. He was born in New Jersey where his father, a native 
of Tyrone County, Ireland, had immigrated in 1721. 

The Rockingham County area saw considerable activity during the period 
of January-March, 1781, associated with events surrounding the Battle of 
Guilford Court House, 15-20 miles south. The American Commander, 
General Greene, had retreated across the Dan River through this area under 
close pursuit by Lord Cornwallis, commanding the British Army. Once 
reenforced with Virginia and North Carolina militia, Greene finally turned, 
recrossed the Dan, and made his stand at Guilford Court House on March 
15, 1781. The battle brought the war close to home for residents of present 
day Rockingham County. Although Cornwallis gained the day at Guilford 
Court House, he suffered grievous losses forcing him to begin his retreat 
from North Carolina. Altogether, it was a costly victory for the British and a 
major turning point in the war that was to plague Cornwallis until his final 
defeat at Yorktown October 19, 1781, seven months later. 

Rockingham County continued to grow after the war, increasing from 
some 5,000 to 8,000 whites from 1790 to 1810. There was also substantial 
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migration during this period to Tennessee, South Carolina and Georgia, as 
well as, to the more western counties of North Carolina. It is said that the 
pioneers of Scotch-Irish descent appeared the most restless to move into new 
lands further west. In any event, this migration, which is probably typical of 
the State, continued with, according to historians, the heaviest concentration 
between 1810-1840. One story relates that a group of 144 citizens of 
Rockingham and Stokes Counties gathered at Sardis Church south of 
Madison in 1839 bound for Missouri. 

This then is a very brief sketch of the background of the Rockingham area 
from the 1750s to 1810, which includes the time of the Oliver people we were 
to research. 


GEORGE OLIVER, 1726-1786 


The earliest Oliver of record in Rockingham County was George Oliver, 
born in 1726 in Stafford County, Virginia. He purchased land in what is now 
Rockingham County in 1769, on the south bank of the Dan River at 
Hogan’s Creek. This man was the ancestor of the Olivers of Rockingham 
County. He died in 1786 in Rockingham County which meant that our 
“missing link” ancestor would have to be his son. As the following research 
outlines, he had ten sons. Our problem was to determine which of these ten 
sons was our “missing link” ancestor. To do this we needed to research every 
straw of available information on George Oliver and his family. 

A family history written in 1911 by a great-grandson mistakenly identified 
a son, George Oliver, Jr. (1760-1845), as this man. Unfortunately, this error 
mislead his descendants until fairly recent times. A Dr. E. W. Oliver of 
Illinois writing to a cousin, Miss Ruth Oliver of Michigan, in 1934, drew 
attention to the birth date of the son, George Jr. in 1760, noting that he 
could not possibly be the original ancestor who settled in Rockingham 
County. However, the confusion remained until the 1970s when Arthur M. 
Reagan, a native of Texas, living in Alexandria, Virginia, began to unravel 
the mystery of George Oliver, Sr. An outstanding genealogist, Reagan traced 
George Oliver, Sr. from his birth in 1726 in Stafford County, Virginia, to 
Rockingham County, North Carolina. In 1981, the James Hunter Chapter, 
National Society Daughters of the American Revolution, of Rockingham 
County published, Early Families of North Carolina Counties of Rocking- 
ham and Stokes With Revolutionary Service. This research identified George 
Oliver, Sr. and gave considerable information on his family. We owe a 
special thanks to Mrs. Irene Webster and Mrs. Linda Vernon for their 
outstanding work on this project. 

Using this existing research as a starting point, we summarize below step 
by step each piece of documented information we found on George Oliver, 
Sr. (1726-1786). 
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Rockingham County, North Carolina, about 1800, showing the location of OLIVER residences 


and some of their neighbors. (Map drawn by Ransom McBride fron USGS base map 1:250,000 
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LOCATION OF THE OLIVERS AND SELECTED NEIGHBORS IN 
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 1769-1805 
Courtesy of Col. Ransom McBride 
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BIRTH, 1726, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


Stafford County, organized 1664 from Westmoreland County, is located 
on the west bank of the Potomac River, opposite Charles County, Maryland, 
in the northeast part of the State some 40 miles south of Washington, D.C. 
Few of the early records of Stafford County have survived with one 
exception, St. Paul’s Parish Register, of Stafford County, Virginia 1715- 
1776 and King George County, Virginia 1772-1798. The practice of the 
Church of England to record deaths, births and marriages begun in the 
mid-1500s was continued in the church parishes established in the colonies. 
There is some historical evidence that the St. Paul’s Parish dates to as early 
as 1698. Its area was Stafford County until 1777 when revision of county 
lines resulted in the Parish being in King George’s County where it has since 
remained. The present church building dates from 1748-50. Two ministers, 
Rev. David Stuart from 1723-1749/50 and his son from 1749/50-1798, 
served the church and were responsible for keeping the Parish Register. 
Transcripts of this record, with surnames arranged alphabetically, were 
made by George H. S. King in 1960 and John B. C. Nicklin in 1962. The 
following Olivers appear: 


Died: John Oliver, March 5, 1715/16. 

Born: John, son of John and Margaret Oliver, February 15, 1720/1. 

Born: Elias, son of John and Margaret Oliver, February 19, 1723/4. 

Died: Nathaniel and John Oliver, children, suddenly, November 20, 
1725. 

Died: Sarah Oliver, January 30, 1725/6. 

Born: George, son of John and Margaret Oliver, January 29, 1726/7. 

Born: George, son of John and Elizabeth Oliver, January 15, 1727/8. 

Born: Margaret, daughter of John and Margaret Oliver, January 3, 
1732/3. 

Born: John, son of John and Margaret Oliver, October 18, 1735. 

Born: Mary, daughter of John and Margaret Oliver, April 7, 1738. 

Died: Mary, daughter of John and Margaret Oliver, May 28, 1740. 

Born: Rebecca, daughter of John and Margaret Oliver, September 29, 
1741. 


Married: George Oliver and Jemima Regan, August I, 1745. 
Married: Margaret Oliver and Nathaniel Hogdon, March 2, 1746/7. 
Married: Rebecca Oliver and William Mahony, September 15, 1759. 


Born: John, son of John and Mildred Oliver, July 14, 1760. 
Born: Elisha, daughter of John and Winifred Oliver, April 26, 1768. 
Born: Sarah, daughter of John and Mildred Oliver, October 1, 1772. 


Married: Nancy Oliver and James Giles (or Gibs), March 24, 1788. 


We note here the birth of two George Olivers, one in 1726/7 and one in 
1727/8. The latter, born to John and Elizabeth Oliver, is the only reference 
to this couple in the record, while seven children are listed for John and 
Margaret Oliver. King states that some of these entries were made by Parish 
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Clerks who were not polished penmen and who “made multiple errors in 
names and dates.” Because of this, we are inclined to believe that these two 
births are duplications or two infants of the same parents, one predeceasing 
the other. This was often the case in early times where a second child was 
given the name of a previously deceased brother or sister. This appears to be 
the explanation for the record of births of two Johns to John and Margaret 
Oliver in 1720/1! and 1735. The death of John along with Nathaniel, 
children, in 1725 could be this first child John. 

It appears that all these Olivers are from one family unit, the ancestor of 
which could be the John Oliver, deceased March 5, 1715/6 and Sarah Oliver 
who died January 30, 1725/6, could be his wife. This would be the 
grandparents of George Oliver, son of John and Margaret (or Elizabeth) 
Oliver. 


MARRIAGE TO JEMIMA REGAN 1745 


The next important entry in the St. Paul’s Parish Register is the marriage 
of George Oliver to Jemima Regan on August 1, 1745. This entry made 
possible the tracing of George Oliver through Virginia to Rockingham 
County, North Carolina. For one thing, it gave us his wife’s name by which 
we later identified him. For another, this Parish Register, also, gives us, we 
believe, the name of the parents of Jemima Regan, Charles and Elizabeth 
Reagon (spelled Regan and Reagan). Two brothers of Jemima Regan, sons 
of Charles and Elizabeth, John born 1736, and James born 1738, appear 
with George and Jemima Oliver in Rockingham County, North Carolina in 
1769. James Reagan is the ancestor of Arthur Reagan referred to above and 
the subject of over thirty years research. More will be said of the Reagans 
later in this chapter. 


LAND GRANT ALBEMARLE COUNTY, VIRGINIA 1756. 


The next record of George Oliver is a Virginia Land Grant in 1756 as 
follows: 


Colony of Virginia to George Oliver for twenty shillings, 200 acres in 
Albemarle County on both sides of the middle fork of Slate River. August 16, 
1756. 


The Slate River, located in present day Buckingham County, flows north 
to northeast into the James River some 45 miles west of Richmond. This is 
roughly 90 miles, straight line, from Stafford-King George Counties to the 
northeast. 

We have no information on the location of George Oliver from his 
marriage in 1745 in Stafford County to this grant in 1756 in Albemarle 
County. 
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LAND PURCHASES IN PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA 1757 and 1760. 


In 1757 and 1760, George Oliver purchased the following land in Prince 
Edward County, Virginia. 


Thomas Lee to George Oliver for 25 pds, 350 acres on and amongst the North 
branches of Vaughn’s Creek. March 8, 1757. 


Prince Edward, formed November 17, 1753 from Amelia, lies immediately 
south of present Buckingham County. Straight line distance between the 
Slate River and Vaughn’s Creek area, which is due south, is about 30 miles. 


Jacob Stanley to George Oliver for 18 pds, 50 acres adjacent George Oliver 
present tract. March 10, 1760. 


In both of these transactions George is identified at the beginning of the 
deeds as “of the County of Albemarle.” This is very significant as it indicates 
George was living at the time of these purchases in 1757 and 1760 in 
Albemarle County. 


SALE OF ALBEMARLE COUNTY LAND 1760. 


George Oliver to Nicholas Connar for 7 pds, 200 acres on both sides of the 
middle fork of Slate River. November 13, 1760. 


Again, George is identifed as “of the County of Albemarle” indicating he 
was still living in this county when this sale was made. However, this 
represents the sale of all his land holdings in Albemarle and coupled with his 
earlier purchases in 1757 and 1760 of land in Prince Edward County, it 
seems reasonable to conclude he had moved or was in the process of moving 
to Prince Edward. His son, George Jr., was to say years later that he was 
born in Prince Edward County, Virginia in 1760. 


LAND PROCESSIONING IN PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA 1763-64. 


In Colonial Virginia, the law required that “the bounds of every person’s 
land be processioned or gone around every four years and the land marks 
renewed.” Among the processioners appointed for the period October 10, 
1763 to March 31, 1764 were George Oliver, John Chiles and Peter Ford 
“between Sawney’s Creek and Vaughan’s Creek....” 


SALE OF PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY, VIRGINIA LAND 1767. 


George Oliver to Jacob Garrett for 90 pds., 400 acres on the north branches of 
Vaughan’s Creek. John Crockett, Henry Walker, Obadiah Woodson and 
David Walker. May 18, 1767. 
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May Court for the Prince Edward County Court of Common Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions Minutes contained entry of May 18, 1767, that deed from 
“George Oliver to Jacob Garrett was acknowledged by the said George, 
party thereto, and Jamimy his wife, being privately examined and relin- 
quishing her right of dower to the lands therein mentioned. Ordered that the 
same be recorded and certified.” This small straw of information tells us that 
this was the same George Oliver married to Jemima Reagan in 1745 in 
Stafford County, Virginia. Also, this act of selling all of one’s land usually 
signified a move. 


ROAD OVERSEER, ROWAN COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 1766. 


Following is an abstract from the Minutes of the Rowan County Court of 
Common Pleas and Quarter Session for July 9, 1766: 


James McCuiston appointed overseer of the road in room of George Hamilton, 
Robert Barkley room of James McCulloh, George _?__ from Yadkin Road 
to Salisbury, William Coles, George Oliver, Hugh Blair, Obidiah Ledford, 
Edward McGuire and Gasper Smith in room of Jacob Fraizor. 





This is the earliest reference to George Oliver in North Carolina. Though 
we cannot be positive, this could be our man. However, the date of 1766 is 
some I] months prior to the sale of his land in Prince Edward County, 
Virginia, in May 1767. The names recited in this Court Minute excerpt and 
reference to the Yadkin Road to Salisbury indicates George Oliver was in 
that part of Rowan County near present day Davidson County. John 
Reagan is on a 1768 Rowan County Tax List. This is probably George 
Oliver’s brother-in-law which would confirm his presence here at this early 
date. 


PETITION TO BUILD MILL, ROWAN COUNTY, 
NORTH CAROLINA 1769. 


From Rowan County Records: February 13, 1769, Petition of John M. 
Mahan to build “a sufficient merchant mill on Hoganses Creek near 
Dann....” Signed: 


George Oliver Isaac Whitworth 
Elija Oliver John Whitworth 
Joseph Cunningham Phillip Gates 
John Cunningham James Gates 
Joel Walker John Gates 


Abraham Whitworth 


This mill was located in the area of Rowan County that was later Rocking- 
ham. We believe Elija Oliver was George’s son as will be discussed later. The 
other signers are neighbors of George Oliver. 
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PURCHASE OF LAND, ROWAN COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 1769. 


Anthony Hampton to George Oliver for 40 pds., 280 acres on the south 
side of Dan River adjacent John Reagan and below Lone Island Ford. 
August 5, 1769. Benjamin Miller, Hugh Dennum, John Kimbrough. 

This land was part of a 480 acre patent owned by Anthony Hampton who 
sold the remaining 200 acres to John Reagan, brother-in-law of George 
Oliver. Located near the present city of Madison, in present day Rocking- 
ham County where Hogans Creek enters the Dan River, this was to be 
George Oliver’s home for the remainder of his life. George Oliver’s 280 acre 
tract lay on both sides of Hogans Creek where the creek enters into Dan 
River; the southwest corner was “‘above the mill” on Hogans Creek, an 
apparent reference to the mill that was the subject of the petition George 
signed in February 1769. 

George Oliver, along with John Reagan and Joel Walker, appear as 
witnesses on two deeds from James Gates, Sr. to Phillip Gates and Benjamin 
Gates, both tracts on the south side of Dan River, on July 5, 1769. 


MARRIAGE TO MARTHA WHITWORTH IN 1772. 


George Oliver to Martha Whitworth. Guilford County, North Carolina. 
January 31, 1772. Joel Walker and Samuel Henderson, bondsmen. Thomas 
Henderson, witness. 


From the Prince Edward County Court Minutes we know George Oliver’s 
first wife, Jemima, was alive in 1767 when they sold their land there. We 
suspect she passed away in 1770 or 1771 after they arrived at the new 
location in North Carolina. We have the names of the seven sons, and we 
think, two daughters, born to Jemima and George Oliver. Four children, 
three boys and a daughter, were born from 1772 to 1784 to George’s 
marriage to Martha Whitworth. 


PETITION OF THE “INHABITANTS OF GUILFORD COUNTY” 1773. 


In 1773, George Oliver signed a petition opposing proposed changes to a 
previous plan for “fixing the Court House, Prison and Stocks.” This petition 
contains the names of 248 persons, many of whom frequently appear in later 
records of Rockingham County after its formation in 1785, including the 
brother-in-laws, John and James Reagan, and John Oliver who, we believe, 
is his son. 


SALE OF LAND TO JAMES ROBERTS 1775 


George Oliver to James Roberts for 20 pds., 80 acres in Guilford County on 
the south side of Dan River on Hogans Creek. Thomas Henderson, Alexander 
McClaran. 


This land was part of the 280 tract purchased by George Oliver from 
Anthony Hampton in 1769. 
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GUILFORD COUNTY MILITIA 1779. 


Muster Roll of the Guilford Militia signed by Governor Caswell. 
Officers, Subalterns, Rank and File, March 26, 1779. 


Field Officers: 

Colonel James Martin 
Lieut. Colonel John Paisly 
Major Thomas Owen 
Major Thomas Blair 


Company Officers: 

Captain John Nelson (The Company in George Oliver’s community) 
Lieutenant Josiah Gates 

Ensign George Oliver 


2 Subalterns 
2 Corporals 
50 Rank and File 


There were 15 companies, including the above company of George Oliver, 
in this Guilford County Regiment commanded by Col. James Martin 
totalling on March 26, 1779, 109 officers and subalterns, and 1,078 rank and 
file. At this time, the militia companies of a county commanded by Captains 
formed a Regiment commanded by a Colonel. Col. James Martin, as we 
have said, was the brother of Alexander Martin, the area’s (later Rocking- 
ham County 1785) most distinguished citizen, whose father immigrated to 
New Jersey from Ireland. Alexander Martin’s plantation was some two miles 
east of George Oliver where as Governor, he was host to President 
Washington during his southern tour in 1791. Within three to four miles 
lived the Reagans, Astens, Whitworths, Scales, Gates, Hendersons, Standley, 
Ford, Gilliland, Gallaway, Allen, Nelson, Searcy and others who appear 
again and again in the old records of this community. John Nelson, the 
Company Commander is close by. Thomas Henderson, whose wife was a 
sister of Governor Alexander Martin and Col. James Martin, lived on an 
adjacent farm. 

This is indeed a priceless glimpse back through 200 years to the life and 
times of George Oliver and it tells us a lot about him. 

As an Ensign, he held the rank of an officer. In 1779 he was 53 years old, 
over the 16-50 age limits for militia duty. He was a patriot serving during the 
height of the Revolution. We have a record of his company in 1776 
commanded by the same Capt. John Nelson with Josiah Gates then the 
Company Ensign. George is not listed, but a son, John Oliver, is included as 
a Private. Another son, James, whose widow applied for a pension in 1852, 
said he served in “Capt. Josiah Gates’ Company” beginning in late 1780 or 
early 1781 for six months and was in the Battle of Guilford Court House. 
This indicates Gates had been promoted to Company Commander and 
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opens the possibility that George Oliver had moved up from Ensign to 
Company Lieutenant. George Oliver had another son, George Oliver, Jr., 
who stated in his 1832 pension application that his service included eleven 
months in Capt. Raiford’s Company, two months in Capt. Cook’s Company 
and one month in Capt Gates’ Company. His statement indicated that 
during the two months in Capt. Cook’s Company he was in the Battle of 
Guilford Court House. 

There is also a possibility that a fourth son, Charles Oliver, saw service in 
the Revolution, a point we will discuss later. Militia companies were made 
up of men in a local community and the enlistment of brothers would have 
been normal procedure. The war came close to George Oliver’s family in 
1781. General Greene’s baggage wagons appear to have passed along the 
road by George Oliver’s home on Dan River during the retreat and 
maneuvering of the armies in February or early March, 1781. 

There was no known official compilation made at the time of the names of 
the soldiers who fought in the Battle of Guilford Court House. However, all 
the evidence indicates that George Oliver and his sons were in this battle on 
March 15, 1781. Also, the circumstances surrounding this battle, only 17 
miles south of George’s home on the Dan River, further support this 
assumption. These were indeed the most desperate of times. Lord Cornwallis 
was now deep in North Carolina, far from his coastal resupply. No doubt, 
General Greene now considered him vulnerable and a major battle worth the 
gamble. The Battles of King’s Mountain and Cowpens had proved the 
Americans could win and Greene was determined to strike him a terrible, 
and possibly, mortal blow. It was now or never for the American cause. This 
was no ordinary engagement, but a moment in history that called for every 
effort, sacrifice and total pledge of home, family, honor and fortune on a 
single strike. Every militia unit was pressed into service and the call went out 
for every able bodied man to join Greene’s forces. To their everlasting credit, 
these people who had suffered so much for so long did respond, bringing 
Greene’s Army to about 4,400, of which nearly 3,000 were militia and 
volunteers. As untrained, undisciplined, citizen soldiers, these men of the 
militia were up against elements of the finest in the British Army. Historians 
generally agree the British were among the best soldiers in the world in this 
day. Against these odds, these overnight, raw citizen recruits would fair 
badly in this battle, but the final result was a new day for the Revolution and 
the beginning of the end for British Rule in America. 


PURCHASE OF LAND FROM JOHN REAGAN 1782. 


John Reagan to George Oliver for 20 pds., 30 acres on the south side of Dan 
River adjacent to George Oliver’s line. August 14, 1782. Thomas Henderson. 


This land adjoined the original 280 acre tract purchased from Anthony 
Hampton in 1769, less the 80 acres sold in 1775 to James Roberts. The total 
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230 acres was to remain in this family for many years as we will discuss later 
in this chapter. 


MINUTES OF THE ROCKINGHAM COUNTY COURT OF 
COMMON PLEAS AND QUARTER SESSIONS. 


May 1786 Term: 

On petition of sundry inhabitants of Dan River praying a road be laid off 
from Speedwell Iron Works to Valentine Allen’s ford on Dan River, it is 
ordered that the following persons (to-wit) Joel Walker, William Asten, Luke 
Barnet, Abraham Phillips Esq., Gideon Johnson Sr., William Johnson, Robert 
Small, Joseph Cunningham, Eli Scurry, George Oliver, Thomas Henderson, 
Robert Nelson, William Todd and Wider (?) Marsh be a Jury to view and lay 
off the said road and make report thereof to the next Court. 


November 1786 Term: 

Administration of the Estate of George Oliver, deceased, is granted to 
Martha Oliver, the widow and relect of the said deceased who qualified and 
entered into bond in the sum of four hundred pounds for the faithful discharge 
of her duty. 


These last two entries in the Court Minutes complete the known record of 
George Oliver’s life. Sometime between appointment to the Jury of View at 
the May 1786 Term and appointment of his second wife, Martha Whitworth 
Oliver, as his Administrator at the November 1786 Term, he had passed 
away at about age 60. We have no information on where he is buried, but 
would speculate his farm as the probable location. Few public or church 
cemeteries existed at this early date in what was then frontier country and 
many people were buried in small family cemeteries on their land. 

In the remainder of this chapter we will detail our research on the wives of 
George Oliver and the division of his property. 


THE WIVES OF GEORGE OLIVER 1726-1786 


The following paragraphs summarize the information found on the wives 
of George Oliver. 


JEMIMA REAGAN 172_-1771. 


We know almost nothing about Jemima Reagan, first wife of George 
Oliver. We know that she was a Reagan probably born in Maryland or 
Virginia in the 1720’s and was married to George there in 1745. From the 
entries on the Reagan family in St. Paul’s Parish Register it appears she was 
the daughter of Charles and Elizabeth Reagan, also of Stafford County, 
Virginia. In the Maryland Hall of Records at Annapolis under Records of 
Births for Charles County is the following: 
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Charles Regan, son of James and Joan Regan of Nanjomy, bricklayer, was 
born the twentieth day of May in the year of our Lord one thousand six 
hundred and ninety-two. (P. 20, Vol. Q, No. 1, Box 30). 


Nanjemoy in Charles County, Maryland, is directly across the Potomac River 
from St. Paul’s Parish Church in present day King George County, Virginia. 
All of this indicates that this is the Charles Regan, father of Jemima. Two 
boys from this family, John born 1736 and James born 1738, appear in the 
same area of Rockingham County (part of Rowan and later Guilford 
Counties), North Carolina with George Oliver. John Reagan and George 
Oliver purchased adjoining tracts from Anthony Hampton at the same time 
in 1769. Later in 1801, John and James Reagan were appointed to a 
commission to divide George Oliver’s land between his sons. This linkage is 
strong and argues a close family tie. In all likelihood, John and James 
Reagan were brothers of Jemima Reagan Oliver. We also know that Jemima 
Reagan bore George seven sons and possibly several daughters, including 
Mary and Agnes from 1745 to her death around 1771. We cannot pinpoint 
the exact date of her death, but know it was between 1767 when she 
relinquished her right of dower in Prince Edward County, Virginia, and 1771 
prior to George’s remarriage to Martha Whitworth in North Carolina in 
1772. Though we know so little of Jemima, the frequent moves by this family 
from Stafford to Albemarle to Prince Edward Counties in Virginia, and then 
to the Dan River in North Carolina to again build a home and begin anew in 
a wilderness frontier, while bearing and raising some nine children along the 
way, speaks of a great mother, a devoted wife and a rugged spirit. We salute 
her and honor her memory. Like her husband, she lies in an unmarked grave 
in an unknown cemetery. 


MARTHA WHITWORTH 17___-1814. 


No information has been found on the parents of Martha Whitworth. 
Living some three miles up stream on the Dan River from George Oliver was 
Isaac Whitworth, whose residence here dates to 1754. However, Isaac’s will 
does not indicate he was the father of Martha Whitworth. Martha married 
George Oliver January 31, 1772, in Guilford County, North Carolina. Joel 
Walker and Samuel Henderson were bondsmen on this marriage bond, both 
living in the immediate community. We next pick up on Martha when she 
was appointed Administrator after George’s death in 1786. In 1787, she 
returned an inventory of the estate to the Court. The Court ordered this 
inventory, which has not survived, to be recorded and the perishable estate 
be sold according to law and a return thereof made to next Court. At this 
time, a wife was entitled to a dower of all the real property owned by her 
husband at his death. In George Oliver’s case, this was one-third of 230 acres 
or some 76-2/3 acres. Under the law, the dower included “the mansion house 
and all offices, out-houses, buildings and other improvements,” unless 
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“manifest injustice” would thereby result to the other heirs. This implied that 
adjustments and compromises born of disputes might be necessary by the 
Court. This may have happened in Martha’s case. In 1791, the Court ordered 
that James Gallaway and Joshua Smith Esqr. be appointed “to settle with 
Martha Oliver, the Administrator of the Estate of George Oliver, Deceased, 
and make report thereof to next Court.” The report to the Court in response 
to this order by Gallaway and Smith in 1791 was that “there appears a 
balance due by the widow to said Estate of £25-4-5 her thirds and trouble not 
being settled in above order.” Later Court Minutes do not show how this 
problem, whatever it was, was finally settled. The heirs, that is the seven sons 
of George by Jemima and three sons by Martha, did become involved in a 
dispute over the remainder of this estate for many years as we shall discuss 
later. 

In the first Federal Census of 1790, Martha Oliver is listed with one male 
over 16, four under 16 and five females including herself. We know she had 
four children of her own, three boys and one girl, so the other three boys and 
two girls shown here are likely children from George’s first marriage to 
Jemima Reagan. Martha appears in the 1800 census with two males 16-26 
and two females 10-16. She last appears in the 1810 census for Rockingham 
with one male 26-45 and one female 16-26. 

Two early land transactions are recorded for Martha Oliver in Rocking- 
ham County: 


George Ford to Martha Oliver for 100 pds., 40 acres on Jacobs Creek. 
September 17, 1799. M. Hardin 


Jacobs Creek enters the Dan River a little over a mile below Hogans 
Creek where George Oliver lived. This purchase could mean that Martha 
was moving from the old George Oliver homeplace to a new home in her 
own name. As later records show, the entire 230 acre George Oliver tract was 
sold intact indicating she did not retain her dower of one-third. 


Martha Oliver to Elijah Shelton for 200 pds., 50 acres on the waters of Jacobs 
Creek adjacent to Asa Brasher, Charles Plummer and Rebecca Campbell. 
October 2, 1804. Jesse Brasher, Thomas Mathis, John Shelton. 


We find no record of purchase of this land by Martha Oliver and suspect it 
was inherited from her Whitworth family. 

The final and most significant record for Martha Oliver was a deed in 1814 
quoted in part as follows: 


Oliver, Abraham from Oliver, Isaac and others, deed 30 acres of land. This 
indenture made this Sth day of March 1814 between Isaac Oliver, Jesse Oliver 
and Enoch Axton in right of his wife, Sarah, of the one part, and Abraham 
Oliver of the other part: Witnesseth: Martha Oliver, mother of the above 
named persons, died seized and possessed of a certain tract or parcel of land, 
situated lying and being in the County of Rockingham in the State of North 
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Carolina on the waters of Jacobs Creek, which tract of land was by the Last 
Will and Testament of the said Martha devised to her children above 
mentioned... Witnesses: Thomas Searcy and Benjamin Fewel. 


This is the same tract of land Martha Oliver purchased from John Ford in 
1799. From this deed we learn of Martha’s death sometime between the 1810 
census and 1814, and most important the identity of her children by George 
Oliver. We were unable to locate her Will referenced here and presume it did 
not survive. 

This closes our record on Martha. True to her pioneer heritage, she had 
obviously taken care of George’s younger children after his first wife, 
Jemima, died about 1771, along with four of her own. Her appearance in the 
1790 census as head of the household of nine tells us something of her great 
responsibility. The later census and marriage records points to her success in 
raising this large family. Surely, this must have been a king-size accomplish- 
ment for a woman alone in a frontier wilderness and certainly deserving of 
the undying admiration of her descendants. 


DIVISION OF THE LAND OF GEORGE OLIVER 


Unfortunately, George Oliver died without leaving a Will. A Will is one of 
the best genealogical records, frequently naming all the testator’s children 
and his wife. A great many deeds and land grants, plus census records and 
marriage bonds for the Olivers in Rockingham County from the 1780’s to 
1810 and later have survived. However, without positive proof of the names 
of the children of George Oliver our research would have become very 
difficult and the results permanently flawed. Here we were extremely 
fortunate. Two records from that long, long ago have miraculously survived. 
First, was the above discussed 1814 deed identifying Martha Oliver’s own 
children Abraham, Jessie, Isaac and Sarah Oliver, named in her Will. 
Discovery of this deed was most fortunate as Martha’s Will has never been 
located. Second, was a Court land division record in 1801 of the land of 
George Oliver. 

Under Old English Common Lav, in effect in Colonial North Carolina, 
all real property descended to a single heir, usually the oldest son if there was 
no Will. In 1784 this law was changed in North Carolina to provide that the 
land of an intestate’s estate be divided equally between all the sons and only 
to daughters if there were no surviving sons. This was the law in effect when 
George Oliver died in 1786. Accordingly, all of George Oliver’s sons 
inherited an equal undivided interest in his land. To divide each heir’s 
interest, the Court would appoint Commissioners to make a division. 

This did not happen for over 12 years. Court Minutes for the November 
1798 Term contained the following entry; “George Oliver Petition granted as 
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to distribution of land.” This was George Oliver Jr., son of George Oliver, 
who was seeking to have his father’s land divided by the Court as the law 
provided. 

In 1799, George Jr. also brought suit against “Mary Oliver of the Heirs of 
George Oliver, Deceased.” This reference in the minutes read, “It appearing 
to the satisfaction of the Court that Elijah Oliver, one of the heirs of George 
Oliver, Deceased, is inhabitant of this State, it is therefore ordered that the 
said Elijah Oliver appear at the next County Court of Rockingham on the 
fourth Monday in November next and answer the Petition of George Oliver, 
otherwise the Petition will be taken proconfesso against him, and this 
ordered published in some newspaper in this State.” This Petition has not 
survived and we are left in doubt as to the nature of this action, except that it 
does appear to concern a dispute among these heirs over George Oliver’s 
Estate. Entries in the Court Execution Docket for May, August, November 
1801 and February, May 1802 contain the notation “Nothing Found.” This 
indicates George obtained a Judgment, but no property of the defendants 
was found to satisfy it. 

It appears Martha Oliver moved away from the George Oliver farm this 
same year when she purchased the 40 acres on Jacob’s Creek. Her move 
could be related to George Jr.’s suit. The law provided that the personal 
property of a deceased dying without a Will be divided between the heirs, the 
widow receiving a child’s share. This suit could have been brought by George 
Jr. to recover his share assuming no accounting had ever been made. Martha 
probably continued to live on the family farm from 1786 to 1799 utilizing all 
the personal property, horses, farm tools, live stock and crops, etc. to raise 
this large family without any accounting to anyone. George Jr., seeing that 
his younger brothers and sisters were now grown, may have decided to step 
in and force an accounting, thus prompting Martha to purchase land and 
move to Jacob’s Creek. 

The Court did take action to divide George Oliver’s land at the August 
Term in 1800 as follows: “Ordered James Reagan, John Reagan, Mark 
Hardin, J. Smith, Richard Wall, Will Todd, be commissioned to divide the 
lands of G. Oliver, Deceased, agreeable to the prayer of a Petition filed for 
that purpose.” The report of these Commissioners, dated February 16, 1801, 
is in the North Carolina State Archives in Raleigh. This report reads as 
follows: 


Agreeable to an order from the County Court of Rockingham directing us the 
Subscribing Commissioners to divide real estate of George Oliver, Deceased, 
do report— 

That we first laid of the widow’s dower in that end of the land which joins 
Pleasant Henderson divided from the heirs by a North and South line from the 
bank of Dan River to a road which bounds Said lands, the heirs laid of by the 
same courses and distances some small allowance being made for the variance 
of said road and River and numbered and drawed as followeth— 
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Number one joining the dower drawed by John Oliver 
Number two joining John Oliver drawed by Isaac Oliver 
Number three joining Isaac Oliver drawd by Geo. Oliver 
Number four joining Geo. Oliver draw4 by Charles Oliver 
Number five joining Charles Oliver drawd by Wm. Oliver 
Number six joining Wm. Oliver draw4 by Jesse Oliver 
Number seven joining Jesse Oliver draw by Peter Oliver 
Number eight joining Peter Oliver draw4 Elijah Oliver 
Number nine joining Elijah Oliver drawd by James Oliver 
Number ten joining James Oliver drawd by Abraham Oliver 
and, we further report that Number five and Number six is to pay to Number 
eight, Number nine and Number ten twenty dollars each which is Sixty in all, 
given under our hands |6th February 1801. 
Joshua Smith 
John Reagan 
Richd Wall 
Wm. Todd 


In such Court-ordered divisions, it was customary for land to be divided at 
random with payment required between heirs to equalize values. This is 
apparently what happened here. Although, the term heir was not confined to 
a child, other records on this family of deeds, marriages and court minutes 
leave no doubt the persons named in this division were the sons of George 
Oliver. Often maps accompanied such divisions showing location and 
acreage. None appear here and we assume the division was in ten equal sizes 
with the payments listed to equalize out deficiencies between lots. It also 
appears that allocation of acreage was made by lot, each drawing a number. 
This indicates that in 1801 all of these ten sons were present and participated 
in this division. However, the word “by” following draw4 is missing before 
Elijah Oliver’s name. A slip of the pen, or an absent Elijah? The Court 
Minutes in 1799 in the suit of George Oliver vs Mary Oliver, quoted above, 
suggest that while Elijah Oliver was living in North Carolina, he was not at 
that time in Rockingham County. This division also tells us the Commission 
located and laid off the land of the widow’s dowry. We note that two of the 
appointed Commissioners, James Reagan and Mark Hardin did not sign the 
Commission report. We do not know why Mark Hardin did not serve on the 
Commission. However, we have information from James Reagan’s descen- 
dant, Arthur M. Reagan, that James moved to Knox County, Tennessee, in 
about 1800. John and James Reagan were the uncles of these heirs and 
natural choices by the Court to make this division. Normally, this division 
would have been approved by the Court and recorded in the deed records. We 
can find no evidence that this was ever done. No further record of this land 
appears until the following deed in 1818: 


Abraham Oliver, Peter Oliver, Jesse Oliver and James Oliver to Thomas 
Searcy for $400, 230 acres on the South side of Dan River on both sides of 
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Hogan’s Creek it being the tract of land that our Father, George Oliver, died 
seized and possessed of and we as heirs at law to such tract of land do hereby 
warrant and defend ail our right, title, interest and claim to said land from 
ourselves, our heirs and assigns unto him the said Thomas Searcy, his heirs and 
assigns forever. Witness: John Odineal. 


This deed was not recorded until December 1824 when it was proved in 
Open Court on the oath of John Odineal. The 230 acres referenced here 
matches the number of acres we calculate George had when he died — his 
original 280 acres purchased in 1769, less 80 acres sold to James Roberts in 
1775, plus 30 acres purchased from John Reagan in 1782. If these figures are 
correct, it would mean the widow’s dower set off in the 1801 land division 
must have been sold to these heirs by Martha prior to her death in 1810-14. 
Another problem here is that this deed does not mention the 1801 land 
division which gave specific parcels to each of these heirs. This language 
describing this tract as belonging to their father, George Oliver and “we as 
heirs at law to said tract” indicates that they had inherited the entire tract. 
This ignores and fails to account for the widow’s dower, and the parcels 
divided to the six other brothers in 1801 and on the face of it, raises a 
question as to the legality of this transaction. 

Our purpose in pursuing this land is the wealth of genealogical informa- 
tion these records contain. This story does not end here, but reappears in the 
follow Rockingham County Equity Minute Docket in 1824: 


At the Court of Equity began and held for the County of Rockingham on the 
sixth Monday after the 4th Monday in September A.D. 1824: 


THOMAS SEARCY & OTHERS _) 


) 

VS. ) 

) 

WILLIAM OLIVERS & OTHERS ) 
) 


It appearing to the Court that ISAAC 
OLIVER and JOHN OLIVER and 
CHARLES OLIVER, three of the 
Defendants to this Bill reside out of 
this State. It is ordered that publica- 
tion be made in the Raleigh Star for 


six weeks successively, that they appear at the next term of this Court on the 
6th Monday after the fourth Monday in March next and then and there answer 
plead or demur to the Bill of complaint in this case, otherwise the said Bill will 
be taken pro confesso and heard ex parte as to them. 


The above was published verbatum in the Raleigh Star for six weeks in 
January-February 1825. In the newspaper publication the name of Alexander 
Henderson was added to that of Thomas Searcy as a Plaintiff. Following is 
the entry in the Equity Court Minutes for March 1825: 


THOMAS SEARCY & OTHERS It appearing to the Court in this case 
pro confesso hath been serve upon 
WILLIAM OLIVER, SR. and 
GEORGE OLIVER and that publi- 
cation hath been made as to the other 


Defendants according to the order 


) 
) 
VS. ) 
) 
WILLIAM OLIVER & OTHERS) 

) 
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heretofore made in this case. It is ordered that the Bill be taken proconfesso 
against all Defendants and heard ex parte. This case coming on to be heard 
upon the Bill the order for taking the same pro confesso and the other orders 
made (in) be the case and also the Exhibits filed. It is ordered adjudged and 
decree that the Defendants, WILLIAM OLIVER, ISAAC OLIVER, 
CHARLES OLIVER, JOHN OLIVER, and GEORGE OLIVER do within 
two months after being served with a copy of this decree Execute under the 
directions of the master of this Court deeds of conveyance to the complainant 
Alex. Henderson for the tracts of land described in the Bill with General 
Warranty and that the said complainant and all persons claiming under him be 
forever quieted in his possession of the said lands as to Defendants and all 
persons claiming under them. It is further ordered that the complainant pay 
the costs of this suit. 


There is no evidence that could be found in the Rockingham County Land 
or Court records indicating that William, George, John, Charles or Isaac ever 
executed deeds of conveyance to Alexander Henderson as the Court 
directed. There is, however, evidence that this was not done. In 1840, some 
15 years later, Thomas Searcy executed a deed of trust to one Franklin 
Harris on this 230 acre tract of land to secure debts totalling $2,566.85 owed 
by Thomas Gallaway, Pleasant Black and Samuel Watkins to Alexander 
Henderson, then living in Mobile, Alabama. This deed reads in part as 
follows: 


Whereas the said Thomas Searcy had contracted to sell to Alexander 
Henderson, formerly of the County of Rockingham aforesaid, but now of 
Mobile, Alabama, a certain tract of land hereafter more particularly described 
and hath received the price stipulated to be paid therefor but have never 
executed a conveyance therefor. ... 


This Deed of Trust was based on the condition that Alexander Henderson 
pay his debts to Gallaway, Black and Watkins within ten days otherwise this 
230 acre tract was to be sold by Harris at a public sale and the proceeds 
divided between them. We found no record of such a sale and discontinued 
our research on this George Oliver tract of land. 

From the foregoing records summarized here we can piece together the 
following story. The George Oliver tract of 230 acres, divided in 1801 
between 10 sons, less widow’s dower, was sold by four sons, Abraham, 
James, Jesse and Peter in 1818 to Thomas Searcy without benefit of legal 
title. When Thomas Searcy contracted to resell this land to Alexander 
Henderson in 1824, this defect in title surfaced and an attempt to correct it 
was made by a suit to Quiet Title in the County Court of Equity brought by 
Thomas Searcy and Alexander Henderson. The 1840 Deed of Trust telis us 
that Thomas Searcy never executed a Deed to Alexander Henderson and 
was still the legal owner of record to this tract at this time although 
Henderson had paid him for the property probably in 1824. We can only 
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conclude that Henderson was never able to obtain the Deeds of Conveyance 
ordered by the Court in 1825 from brothers, George, William, John, Charles 
and Isaac. 

What is most important to our purpose here is the genealogical informa- 
tion we can infer from these records as follows: 

1) John, Charles and Isaac Oliver are still alive in 1825. At least their 
brothers Abraham, Jesse, James and Peter and the community on Dan 
River represented by Thomas Searcy and Alexander Henderson think that 
they are still living. 

2) John, Charles and Isaac Oliver are residing out of the State of North 
Carolina in 1825 and by implication, also in 1818 when the deed to Thomas 
Searcy was executed. 

3. The state of residence of John, Charles and Isaac Oliver is not specified 
by the Court in 1824 and may be unknown to their brothers in North 
Carolina. When such out-of-state residence was known, the Court would 
often give the name of the state. Because it was not done here, this could 
mean the family did not know the state residence of these brothers. 

4) None of the Defendants, William living in Rockingham County, North 
Carolina, George living in Lincoln County, North Carolina, or John, 
Charles and Isaac Oliver living out of the State, appeared or filed an answer 
to this Bill in Equity. Accordingly, the Bill was approved in their absence or 
taken “pro confesso againt all defendants and heard ex parte.” Surely, 
someone had questioned the legality of the 1818 deed by Abraham, James, 
Jesse and Peter. If such question was raised by William, the only defendant 
living in Rockingham County, why did he not come forward to assert his 
claim as an heir? It is likely that all of these defendants had probably, in 
some informal manner, received compensation for their shares in this land. 
It does not seem reasonable that John, Charles and Isaac would have left the 
State without settling their interest in this land. The same reasoning applies 
to the widow, Martha Oliver’s dower which now appears to be part of the 
230 acres. George, who brought the action in 1798 to have the land divided, 
had undoubtedly disposed of his interest in some way to the brothers 
Abraham, James, Jesse and Peter. Also, some family member or members 
must have been in actual possession and uncontested use of this large farm 
from 1801 to 1818. Yet, there is the nagging question of why the suit was 
brought, and why title was never perfected as directed by the Court. If the 
interest of these five brothers had been purchased or acquired by Abraham, 
James, Jesse and Peter, it is apparent they had no way of proving this to 
Thomas Searcy and Alexander Henderson and the Equity Court in 1824. We 
think it likely that someone in 1824 discovered or remembered the old land 
division record of 1801 which was probably located in the files of the Clerk 
of Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions. The existence of this 
document would refute the assertion of Abraham, James, Jesse and Peter in 
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the 1818 deed that they were “heirs at law” to this tract. This certainly would 
be sufficient reason for Searcy and Henderson to bring suit to have the title 
cleared. 

5) Abraham, James, Jesse and Peter, along with brother, William, were 
still living in Rockingham County, North Carolina in 1824-25. 

6) Elijah Oliver, brother to these nine brothers, is not named in the Court 
action and presumably is dead by this time in 1824. The 1799 suit by George 
Jr. against “Mary Oliver of the heirs of George Oliver” indicated Elijah was 
not living then in Rockingham County, but still within the State. 


SUMMARY 


We began this chapter with the tentative conclusion, at the end of the last 
chapter, that of all the Olivers located in 42 North Carolina counties the 
Rockingham County Olivers were most likely the ancestors of our Tennessee 
people. The information presented in this chapter substantially supports that 
preliminary finding. Here we find George Oliver born 1726, moving into this 
county from Virginia about 1766. The father of ten sons, he completely 
matches in age and children the family we are looking for. Of these ten sons, 
we believed we had an excellent chance of finding our man — our great- 
great-great-grandfather, the father of John Oliver (1780/90-1863) of Carter 
County and Cades Cove, Tennessee. The remainder of this book is devoted 
to our continuing research to solve that mystery. 

Our work summarized in this Chapter, had, we felt, helped to resurrect the 
identity and something of the life of George Oliver, all but lost to history. 
Like thousands of his countrymen, he was part of that valiant struggle and 
noble cause during the terrible days of the Revolution. In a time of divided 
loyalties, with death the price of resistance, he chose to cast his lot and the 
lives of his family and sons with a group of untrained, citizen soldiers pitted 
against the best army in the world. George Oliver was 55 years old at the 
Battle of Guilford Court House on March 15, 1781. The American Army 
was formed in three battle lines with the North Carolina militia occupying 
the front line at this battle. It must have been an awesome and chilling sight 
for George and his sons to watch the British form up some three hundred 
yards away and wheel into a frontal attack with deadly precision, bayonets 
gleaming in the sun. This is the fabric of which this Nation was made and the 
honor of our heritage. Surely, the service of this old pioneer and his sons 
should be a source of pride to the thousands of his descendants across 
America. 





Chapter XI 





The Ten Sons of George Oliver 
1726 - 1786 


As we began our final research we knew our objective of finding our 
ancestor was closer than ever before. One of the ten sons of George Oliver of 
Rockingham County, North Carolina was, we were convinced, the key to 
our age-old family mystery. By this time, we had spent so much research in 
our journey back through history with these people that we felt we knew 
each one personally. We had developed an identity and kinship with them 
and the difficult times in which they lived. This chapter will detail our 
findings on each son and bring us closer to a final selection of the man who 
was our ancestor. 

Before beginning our discussion of these ten sons, we are including first 
the information we found, along with our speculations on Mary and Agnes 
Oliver who we believe are the daughters of George Oliver. Mary Oliver, a 
daughter from George Oliver’s marriage to Jemima Reagan, is named in the 
suit by George Oliver, Jr. in 1799, previously discussed in the last chapter, as 
“of the heirs of George Oliver.” A marriage record between John Boardman 
and Mary Oliver in Guilford County on January 15, 1772, is likely this 
daughter. This was the same month in 1772 that her father remarried which 
may have prompted her to marry and leave his home. Another possible 
daughter was Agness Oliver (spelled Olover) married in Guilford County on 
May 4, 1785, to Thomas Wicker. Rockingham County was formed from 
Guilford on December 29, 1785, which leads us to speculate that this was 
also George Oliver’s daughter living in that part of Guilford which became 
Rockingham. Families did tend to stay in the same area and we know 
George Oliver’s family was, according to all the records, the only Oliver 
family in this area at that time. If Agness is a daughter of George, her mother 
would have been his first wife, Jemima Reagan Oliver. This would have 
given them nine children, seven boys and two girls, during a 26-year 
marriage, 1745-1771, not an unreasonably large family for the times. We 
regret that more could not be found on Mary Oliver, married to John 
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Boardman in 1772, and Agness Oliver married to Thomas Wicker in 1785. 
Perhaps, some living descendants can solve this mystery. 

In researching the ten sons of George Oliver of Rockingham County, 
North Carolina, we were fortunate to find an Oliver Family Genealogy on 
this family compiled from information by Rev. Pinckney Oliver in 1911 and 
supplemented by his daughter in 1958. This genealogy previously referred to 
in Chapter IX is the earliest known history of the Rockingham County 
Olivers we found. Although a priceless family record, it contains limited 
information on only four sons, Abraham, Jesse, Peter and James. Further, 
most of it is devoted to Abraham and his descendants who was Pinckney’s 
grandfather. Rev. Oliver begins this genealogy with this statement quoted in 
part as follows: 


In my youth I learned from my father, Allen Oliver, that my great-grandfather, 
George Oliver, came from Virginia and settled in Rockingham County, North 
Carolina, on the Dan River only a few miles, possibly three, below what is now 
the town of Madison. It is not known by me from what extraction the said 
George Oliver descended, nor from whence his ancestry came.... He raised a 
large family of sons and possibly some daughters, some of whom moved to and 
settled in South Carolina. One or more of the sons settled in Western North 
Carolina, perhaps on the Catawba River, or at least that was the information 
my father had. The remaining four sons, James, Peter, Jesse and Abraham (the 
last named being my grandfather), married and settled in Rockingham 
County, North Carolina. I do not remember seeing but one of the four, and 
that was Jesse. 


Not mentioned in this history were sons, Isaac, William, Elijah, Charles 
and John. One of the sons, George Oliver Jr. (1760-1845), was mistakenly 
identifed as George Oliver, Senior (1726-1786), the father of these sons. This 
mistake was certainly possible because the names were the same and the only 
known record of a George Oliver for this area at that time was the 
Revolutionary War military record of son George Oliver, Jr. Also, the Rev. 
Pinckney Oliver, born June 19, 1838, was 73 years old in 1911 when this 
genealogy was given, over 130 years after the birth of his grandfather 
Abraham. Considering his age and the long time span, this record, based on 
his memory, is understandably brief and incomplete. However, we were 
indeed grateful to have this information on which to begin our research 
which is summarized on each of George Oliver’s ten sons in the remainder of 
this Chapter. 

Our consideration of these ten sons begins with the youngest and proceeds 
to the oldest. Because we do not know the definite ages for most of these 
brothers, the order in which they are presented here is our best judgment 
based on all the evidence we have found. We begin with Isaac Oliver 
although we cannot be sure he is the youngest son. We do know that the 
brothers, Isaac, Abraham and Jesse are the youngest three sons because they 
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are from George Oliver’s second marriage to Martha Whitworth in 1772. In 
view of this, neither of these men could be our ancestor. However, in the 
interest of a more complete historical record, we are including our research 
on them here. We begin with a brief sketch on what we found on Sarah 
Oliver, daughter of George Oliver by his second wife, Martha. 


SARAH OLIVER, 1772/78 - 1830/40 


Sarah is included with the ten sons here for the record on behalf of her 
descendants wherever they are and to complete our history on George 
Oliver. 

The first record we have of Sarah Oliver is in the Deed from Isaac and 
Jesse Oliver and Enoch Axton “in right of his wife, Sarah” to Abraham 
Oliver on 5 March 1814, which conveyed their shares of the land willed to 
them by their mother, Martha Oliver. This identifies Sarah Oliver as the 
daughter of Martha Whitworth Oliver and George Oliver. It also named her 
husband, Enoch Axton. 

On 7 November 1825, Elijah Wilson Oliver, Sr., son of Peter Oliver, 
married Ann P. Axton, who was the daughter of Sarah Oliver and Enoch 
Axton. We will discuss this Elijah W. Oliver’s family in the section on Peter 
Oliver later in this Chapter. A descendant of Elijah W. Oliver Sr. and Ann P. 
Axton, Dr. Elbert W. Oliver, wrote in the 1930’s that Sarah and Enoch 
Axton’s children were George, Amy, Polly and Anne. Amy married Joel 
Case in 1844 and was living in Coles County, Illinois in 1850 and 1860. Amy 
died in Charleston, Illinois in 1885. Mary C. (Polly) married Howell H. Pratt 
and is listed in Rockingham County, North Carolina 1880 census, age 64, 
with husband, Howell, age 67. Their descendants were known by Dr. Oliver 
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina in the 1930’s. From the Rockingham 
County Census Records for 1810, 1820, 1830 and 1850 and Court Minutes, 
we identified Robert Axton and Sarah Axton who, we believe, are also 
children. Rockingham County Court Minutes for the August Term 1825 list 
Robert Axton, George Axton and Jeremiah Oliver, son of Abraham, as road 
hands. By 1830, a Robert Axton, age 20-30, is in Union County, Indiana; 
and in 1840, George Axton, age 30-40, is listed in the census for Coles 
County, Illinois. In 1850, Sarah Axton, age 40, is listed in the household of 
Isaac Whitworth in Rockingham County, North Carolina. The North 
Carolina Census records for Rockingham support the existence of these 
additional children. The 1810 census list Enoch Axton, age 26-45, with wife 
(Sarah) 26-45, 2 males (George and Robert) under 10 and 2 females (Ann 
and Sarah) under 10. By 1820, two additional females under 10 (Polly and 
Amy) are listed. In 1830, the last year Enoch and Sarah are listed in the 
Rockingham County Census, Enoch’s wife Sarah’s age is given as 50-60, 
making her birth between 1770-80, which is consistent with our research on 
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George Oliver’s children by Martha Whitworth. Dr. Elbert W. Oliver never 
knew his grandmother, Annie Axton’s mother, Sarah was the daughter of 
Martha and George Oliver. Both Sarah Oliver Axton and her husband, 
Enoch Axton, apparently died in Rockingham County, North Carolina 
between 1830 and 1840. Perhaps the information presented here will help 
their descendants to piece together their history. 


ISAAC OLIVER, 1784 - 1871 


Isaac was one of three sons born to George Oliver by his second wife, 
Martha Whitworth. The date of his birth is not known, but probably 
between 1780 and 1786. His parents, George Oliver and Martha Whitworth, 
were married on 31 January 1772. We know that a son, Abraham, was born 
3 January 1779. 

The first mention of Isaac in Rockingham County records is in the report 
of the Commission to divide the land of George Oliver in 1801 where he is 
listed as one of the ten sons. The next mention of Isaac is in the Court 
Records for the November 1805 Term which indicate Isaac Oliver recovered 
a judgment. Marriage records list Isaac’s marriage to Peggy Fagg on 22 
March 1806. The bondsman is Enoch Axton who is married to Isaac’s sister, 
Sarah Oliver. Both Isaac and sister Sarah are identified in the 1814 deed to 
Abraham Oliver as the children of Martha Whitworth Oliver, wife of George 
Oliver. Isaac appears in the 1810 census for Rockingham County, age 26-45, 
with wife 26-45, and one male under 10 and two females under 10. In 1809 a 
deed to Abraham Oliver was proved by oath of Isaac Oliver. The Rocking- 
ham County Tax List for 1815 lists Isaac Oliver, but gives no other 
information under the columns for number of acres of land, evaluation of 
land or poll. On 1 October 1816, Isaac sold 30 acres of land to Abraham 
Oliver and on 12 November 1816, he sold 38 acres to James Oliver. He does 
not again appear in Rockingham County records except as a defendant in 
the suit brought in the Equity Court by Thomas Searcy in 1824 where he is 
identified as being “out of this State” (Chapter IX). This leads us to believe 
he left North Carolina in 1816 following sale of his two tracts of land which 
may have signaled his preparation to move. 

Our trail on Isaac Oliver would probably end here except for information 
obtained from Oliver William Lienhard (deceased) of Missouri, who did 
extensive research on the Olivers (The Olivers) of Missouri, Virginia and 
Kentucky. His information was that Isaac Oliver, born approximately 1784 
in North Carolina, died 16 August 1871 in Boone County, Missouri. He said 
that Isaac lived in Indiana where he lost his first wife and ten children of 
typhoid fever. He then moved to Casey County, Kentucky where he married 
his second wife, Mary “Polly” (Downey). We found this Isaac Oliver in the 
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1820 and 1830 census for Casey County, Kentucky and the 1840, 1850 and 
1860 census for Boone County, Missouri. These records follow: 


1810 Census — Rockingham County, North Carolina. 


Isaac Oliver 
Female (wife) 
Male 


1820 Census — Casey County, Kentucky. 


Isaac Olliver 
Female (wife) 
Male 

Male 

Male 

Male 


1830 Census — Casey County, Kentucky. 


Isaac Olliver 
Female (wife) 
Male 

Female 


1840 Census — Boone County, Missouri. 


Isaac Oliver 
Female (wife) 
Male 

Male 

Male 

Male 

Female 


1850 Census — Boone County, Missouri. 


Isaac Oliver 
Polly 

Phebe 

Ann 

Jacob W. 
William 


born 1765-84 
”" 1765-84 
” 1806-10 


born 1775-94 
” 1775-94 
” 1804-10 
” 1810-20 
” 1810-20 
” 1810-20 


born 1780-90 
” 1790-1800 
” 1825-30 
” 1810-15 


born 1780-90 
” 1800-10 
” 1835-40 
” 1835-40 
” 1830-35 
” 1820-25 
” 1835-40 


born 1786 - NC 
” 1800 - NC 
” 1831-KY 
” 1832-KY 
” 1833-KY 
” 1837-KY 


Female 
Female 


Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 


Female 
Female 
Female 


Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 
Female 


Madison 
Harriet 


born 1806-10 
” 1806-10 


born 1804-10 
” 1804-10 
” 1810-20 
” 1810-20 
” 1810-20 


born 1810-15 
” 1820-25 
” 1820-25 


born 1830-35 
” 1825-30 
” 1825-30 
” 1825-30 
” 1820-25 
” 1820-25 
” 1820-25 


born 1839 - KY 
” 1840 -MO 


George Oliver born 1820 - KY 


Ann E. 


Elizabeth 


” 1830 - MO 
” 1849-MO 


1860 Census — Boone County, Missouri (Perche Township, P. 0. Racheport). 
Isaac Oliver, age 76, born North Carolina 
Polly , age 60, born North Carolina 


Polly , age 35, born Kentucky 


It appears that these census records are all for the same Isaac Oliver born 
in Rockingham County, North Carolina. The children, one boy and two 
girls born between 1806 and 1810, who appear in the Rockingham County 
census of 1810 could be the same children, ages 10-16, who are listed in the 
Casey County Census for 1820. The ages of Isaac, 26-45, and his wife, 26-45, 
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in the 1810 census are still within the age spread of 26-45 for the Isaac and his 
wife in the Casey County, Kentucky Census of 1820. This is a very strong 
link considering the statistical odds of such a match occurring at random. 
Six additional children, three girls and three boys all born between 1810-20 
are listed in the Casey County, Kentucky Census in 1820, making a total of 
nine children. Only two of these nine children appear in the 1830 Casey 
County Kentucky Census for Isaac. Also, his wife in 1830 appears to be a 
second marriage. All this indicates loss of his wife and seven children 
between 1820-30 which appears to confirm Oliver Lienhard’s story that Isaac 
lost his wife and ten children to typhoid fever. 

Isaac’s date of birth given in the 1830 and 1840 census is between 1780-90. 
In the 1850 census he gave his age as 64, making his year of birth 1786, and in 
1860 as 76, placing his birth in 1784. There is one other indication of Isaac’s 
age that should be pointed out here. He married in 1806. Normally, young 
men married in their early twenties which would place Isaac’s year of birth at 
about 1783-85. It does seem more reasonable to assume he married at 21-25 
rather than 31-35 which age he would have been had he been born in 1773- 
75. We must also consider the practice of parents of continuing to bear 
children to the end of the wife’s fertility age of around 45. We know Martha 
and George Oliver had four children between their marriage in 1772 and 
George’s death in 1786. We also know Abraham’s birth is 1779 and we have 
evidence that Jesse was born in the 70’s. Given these facts, it is likely Martha 
had one child in the 1780-86 period and this child could have been Isaac. 

The match between the Isaac Oliver family of Casey County, Kentucky in 
1820 and 1830 with the Isaac in Boone County, Missouri in 1840 and 1850 is 
very strong although there are children listed in the 1840 census who are not 
shown in the 1830 census. All the 1850 children match the 1840 census. The 
George Oliver listed in the 1850 Boone County, Missouri Census, age 30, 
born in Kentucky, also is a son of Isaac Oliver, possibly named for his 
grandfather. The place of birth of Isaac’s other children shown in 1850 is 
Kentucky excepting the youngest girl born in 1840 in Missouri. Isaac’s place 
of birth shown in 1850 is North Carolina which further strengthens the 
connection between Isaac of Rockingham County, North Carolina and this 
man. Also, of all the Olivers we found in North Carolina during the period 
prior to 1820, Isaac of Rockingham County was the only man in this age 
bracket named Isaac except an Isaac Oliver in Wake County. This Isaac 
appears in Wake County Tax records in 1820 and in the 1830 census, age 
40-50, and in the 1840 census, age 50-60, with Isaac Jr., age 30-40. An 1807 
marriage in Wake County of Isaac Oliver to Catharine Welburn and a deed 
in Wake County naming Isaac Oliver in 1818 appear to be this same man. 
This all indicates that the Wake County Isaac Oliver never left North 
Carolina and moved to Boone County, Missouri. Based on this information, 
we believe Isaac Oliver of Rockingham County, North Carolina, is the same 
man in Casey County, Kentucky, in 1820 and 1830 who turns up in Boone 
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County, Missouri in 1840. We know that Abraham Oliver, Isaac’s brother, 
and most of his family moved to Indiana in 1835 and most of his brother 
James Oliver’s family also settled in Indiana in this early period. So, it would 
not be unreasonable to find Isaac also locating in the same general area in 
1840. 

In 1985 we contacted the Historical Society of Boone County, Missouri, 
for information on Isaac. We learned that Isaac Oliver was one of the 
original members of the Dripping Spring Christian Church in 1858. In the 
History of Boone County of 1882, William D. Oliver is listed. His parents 
were Isaac and Mary (Downey) Oliver. This account stated that Isaac was a 
native of North Carolina, who first migrated to Kentucky, where William D. 
was born and then “in 1838 to Boone County, Missouri, settling nine miles 
northeast of Columbia, where the elder Oliver died 16 August 1871.” 
William D. was drafted during the last year of the Civil War and served 
under General Sherman. A brother, George Oliver, was a private in the 
Mexican War in 1846. William D. Oliver is also listed in Kentuckians In 
Missouri as the son of Isaac and Mary (Downey) Oliver, born 16 January 
1836, migrated to Boone County, Missouri in 1838. Mary (Downey) is listed 
in the Will of William Downey in Boone County in 1844 as a daughter. 
Oliver Lienhard said her last name was Tucker indicating she had been 
married prior to her marriage to Isaac in the 1820’s in Kentucky. After many 
long distance calls, we finally located two grandsons of William D. Oliver in 
Boone County, Missouri, Jacob Frank Oliver and Charles Ed Oliver, sons of 
Jacob Frank Oliver, deceased. Charles recalled that his aunt, deceased 1965, 
told him the story of Isaac Oliver losing his wife and children to typhoid 
fever in Indiana. He said Isaac had moved his family from Casey County, 
Kentucky to southern Indiana where a typhoid fever epidemic occurred. 
After this Isaac moved back to Casey County, Kentucky, remarried and then 
migrated to Boone County, Missouri in 1838. He knew no more about 
Isaac’s state of origin. 

However, during a visit of Charles Oliver and his wife Erma to our home 
in North Carolina in 1986, to discuss our work on Isaac Oliver, casual 
mention was made by the authors of the name “Whitworth.” Mr. Oliver 
immediately reacted, exclaiming he remembered that his Aunt Mary use to 
say that the Olivers in their family who were tall got their height from “the 
Whitworth side of the family!” This was the one small clue for which we had 
searched so long linking Isaac of Missouri to Isaac of Rockingham County, 
North Carolina, the son of George Oliver and Martha Whitworth! This vital 
link spanned a period of 170 years from the year Isaac left Rockingham 
County in 1816 to 1986. As such, it may be the last evidence now in existence 
that traces Isaac from North Carolina to Missouri. In the world of the 
genealogist, this was a monumental discovery resurrecting the lost heritage 
of Isaac’s descendants. 
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As we close out this account on Isaac Oliver we again take note of the 
terrible tragedy he passed through loosing his wife and 7-10 children to 
typhoid fever. Our personal lives were touched by this type of tragedy in 
Cades Cove, Tennessee, where our oldest sister died of diptheria at age 2'4 in 
1907. This recalls the uncertainties and dangers of life in early America 
whose cemeteries bear mute testimony to the ravages of uncontrolled 
epidemics. That Isaac could rise from the ashes of this crushing tragedy and 
go on to rebuild his life, raising another family, says something of his 
character and moral fiber. It also serves to remind us of the great debt we 
owe to those who settled this Nation. 


JESSE OLIVER, 1772-78 — 1841-50 


Jesse Oliver was the son of George Oliver by his second wife, Martha 
Whitworth. His age is not definitely known, but we believe dates from 1772, 
the year George and Martha were married to 1778, the year prior to his 
brother Abraham’s birth. 

Like his brothers, his name appears in the Land Division for his father, 
George Oliver, in 1801. On 18 December 1809 he married Sally Russell in 
Rockingham County, North Carolina. He is not named as a head of house- 
hold in the 1810 census. However, Martha Oliver, his mother, does appear in 
the 1810 census as head of household with one male age 26-45 and one 
female, age 16-26. We suspect this is Jesse and his wife, Sally. He is named in 
the 1814 deed conveying his share of his mother’s property to his brother, 
Abraham. On 7 November 1818, he, along with brothers Abraham, Peter 
and James, executed a deed to Thomas Searcy for the old George Oliver 
home place on Dan River. We discussed this deed in Chapter IX and the 
subsequent suit by Thomas Searcy in 1824 to quiet title. We found no other 
record of land purchased or sold for Jesse in Rockingham County. Also, this 
name does not appear in any of the minutes of the Court of Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions except one brief mention for the November 1830 Term of 
the appointment of a road overseer “of the road from Lacy’s Ford on Dan 
River to the crossroads near where Jesse Oliver now lives...” 

Jesse Oliver is listed in Rockingham County Census records for 1820, 1830 
and 1840 as follows: 


1820 Census 
Jesse Oliver — age 45 and over 3 males — Under 10 
Female (wife) — age 26-45 1 female — Under 10 
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1830 Census 
Jesse Oliver — age 50-60 2 males — age 15-20 
Female (wife) — age 30-40 1 female — Under 5 
2 males — Under 5 2 females — age 5-10 
1 male — age 5-10 1 female — 10-15 
1 male — age 10-15 

1840 Census 
Jesse Oliver — age 50-60 1 male — age 20-30 
Female (wife) — age 40-50 1 female — Under 5 
1 male — age 15-20 


Although it appears Jesse lived his entire life and raised a large family in 
Rockingham County, very little is known of him. Descendants have been 
located in Hardin County, Kentucky. 

The Rev. Pinckney Oliver’s family genealogy in 1911 is also very brief in 
reference to Jesse. He says that Jesse reared a large family in Rockingham 
County. One daughter, Elizabeth, married a Mr. Grub about 1846. Elizabeth, 
accompanied by Matilda an unmarried sister, moved with her husband to 
Kentucky. We found a marriage record of an Elizabeth W. Oliver to 
Solomon M. Grub on 23 June 1847 in Rockingham County which is appar- 
ently this daughter. Solomon M. Grub, age 26, is listed in the 1850 Hardin 
County, Kentucky Census with wife, Elizabeth, age 28, and son Thomas S., 
age 2, all born in North Carolina. Also listed in this household is Sarah M. 
Oliver, age 13, born in North Carolina. This Sarah M. must be Matilda, the 
sister of Elizabeth and daughter of Jesse. Next door to Solomon Grub is the 
family of Alexander R. Oliver, age 38, born in North Carolina, with wife 
Sarah age 30, born in North Carolina and children Drury 14, born in North 
Carolina and Thomas 7, Alexander 5, George W. 2 all born in Kentucky. 
Also, living in the household was Sarah Oliver, age 55, born in Maryland, 
who could be the wife of Jesse and mother of Alexander R. Living on the 
other side of Soloman Grub is a Martha Oliver, age 44, born in North 
Carolina, with three children, Martha 19, John W. 17 and Dane 14, all born 
in Virginia. Living next to each other suggests a possible relationship of 
these Olivers. 


ABRAHAM OLIVER, January 1779 - November 13, 1840 


Abraham, one of the three sons of George Oliver by his second wife, 
Martha Whitworth, was born 3 January !779. By 1800 he is married and 
listed in the census for Rockingham County, age 16-26, with his wife, also 
age 16-26. Dr. E. W. Oliver, a descendant of Abraham’s brother, Peter 
Oliver, writing in 1934 gave the following information on Abraham: 
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Born 3 January 1779, died 13 November 1840, in Putnam County, Indiana. 
Buried in Camp Creek Churchyard. 
First marriage to Charlotta (prior to 1800). Children of first marriage: 


Pleasant H. born 13 September 1800 
Jeremiah born 8 November 1802 
Polly A. born 13 January 1805 
Elizabeth born 20 January 1807 


The Raleigh Register of 13 April 1807 contained an announcement of the 
death of “Mrs. Oliver, wife of Abraham Oliver” on the 5 of April. 


Miss Ruth Oliver (deceased) was to write in 1971 that she believed 
Charlotta’s maiden name was Paxton. No record of this first marriage has 
been found. 

The second marriage of Abraham Oliver was to Rosannah Grant in 
Rockingham County, North Carolina. The marriage bond is dated 4 August 
1807. Dr. Oliver gives the following children for this second marriage: 


Morris H. born 6 March 1809 
Allen born 20 June 1812 
Nancy born July 1814 
Susannah F, born December 1815 
George born June 1819 
Benjamin born April 1821 


Abraham Oliver appears in Rockingham County records numerous times 
from the Report of the Commission to divide his father, George Oliver’s land 
in 1801 to a reference in the Court Minutes in August 1837. As we noted in 
Chapter X, he is identified as one of the sons of Martha, the second wife of 
George Oliver, in a deed in 1814 and again in 1818 he is one of the brothers 
attempting to sell George Oliver’s land to Thomas Searcy. A deed from 
James and Jemimah Grant to him in 1809 suggests the names of his wife, 
Rosannah’s parents. The Rockingham County Tax list for 1815 lists his 
name with 2364, acres of land valued at $475.00. He is listed as a juror in 
1811, 1814, 1821, 1822 and 1826, indicating he was an active, respected 
citizen. His grandson, Rev. Pinckney Oliver, wrote in his Oliver Family 
Genealogy that Abraham lived on Jacob’s Creek in Rockingham County. His 
purchase of his mother’s land in 1814 and other tracts of land on Jacobs 
Creek appears to confirm this. Rev. Oliver also related that Abraham moved 
to Putnam County, Indiana in about 1835 along with all his family excepting 
one son, Allen Oliver, who was Pinckney’s father. Abraham and his family 
are listed in the 1810, 1820 and 1830 census for Rockingham County. 

Land records show the following transactions for Abraham: 


1800 — Purchase of 40 acres on Jacobs Creek. 
1809 — Purchase of 6614 acres on Jacobs Creek. 
1816 — Purchase of 30 acres on Jacobs Creek. 
1817 — Purchase of 10 acres. 


259 


1817 — Purchase of 100 acres on Jacobs Creek. 

1818 — Purchase of 234% acres on Jacobs Creek. 

1819 — Grant of 234 acres on Jacobs Creek. 

1824 — Sale with James, Jesse and Peter of 230 acres (George Oliver’s land). 
1837 — Sale of 120 acres on Jacobs Creek. 


These dates are the year the deeds were recorded. The 1837 deed was dated 
10 August 1834, from Abraham Oliver to Josiah Case. This could be Isiah [7] 
Case who married Susannah Oliver, 4 June 1834, with Allen Oliver 
bondsman. Allen Oliver, son of Abraham, had a sister Susuannah, and this 
could be a sale by Abraham to his son-in-law in 1834. This is the last land 
transaction we find on Abraham Oliver in Rockingham County, North 
Carolina, indicating this sale was probably in preparation for his move to 
Indiana in 1835. 

We were able to locate descendants of Abraham Oliver in Indiana, Colorado, 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Michigan, Virginia and North Carolina. A great 
amount of research on Abraham has been done by his descendants resulting 
in more information on him than any of his other nine brothers. One of his 
descendants in Missouri plans to publish her research on him. Accordingly, 
we will limit our research here to the above information which suffices to 
establish his identity as the son of George Oliver and Martha Whitworth. 
His date of birth in 1779 obviously rules him out as our ancestor. 

Finally, one interesting note was located on Morris H. Oliver, born 6 
March 1809 to Abraham and his second wife, Rosannah Grant. An old 
historical book of Putnam County, Indiana contains this statement: 


Morris H. Oliver, farmer, section 14, Marion Township, was born in 
Rockingham County, North Carolina, March 6, 1809, son of Abraham and 
Rosanna (Grant) Oliver, the former of North Carolina and of Irish ancestry, 
the later native of Virginia and of Scotch ancestry. 


This is one of the very few references to the Irish ancestry of these Olivers 
found in all our research. Most important, it agrees with the oral tradition 
handed down by our Tennessee Olivers that they were of Scotch-Irish 
descent. 

One final word on Abraham. His grandson, Rev. Pinckney Oliver, wrote 
in 1911 that Abraham made three trips from his home in Rockingham 
County, North Carolina to Indiana on horseback before moving there in 
1835. This says something of his rugged spirit and strength of character. At a 
time when he was 56 years old, to relocate across the American Wilderness in 
1835 to a new pioneer territory and begin life anew was no easy undertaking 
and certainly a proud heritage for his descendants. 
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PETER OLIVER, 1770-1853 


Peter Oliver was the last son born to George Oliver by his first wife, 
Jemima Reagan. He was named as one of George Oliver’s ten sons in the 
1801 Land Division, and lived his entire life and reared his family in 
Rockingham County, North Carolina. He was born in 1770 in that part of 
northern Guilford County that later became Rockingham County in 1785. 
Fortunately, we can be quite positive about his dates of birth and death. In 
1852, his brother James Oliver’s widow, Susannah Oliver, applied for a 
pension based on James’ service during the Revolutionary War. On 3 March 
1852 Peter gave a sworn statement in support of his sister-in-law, Susannah 
Oliver’s application, in which he stated that he was 82 years of age. North 
Carolina Estate records for Peter Oliver include papers filed at the August 
and November Term of the Rockingham County Court in 1853. So, between 
March 1852 and August 1853, Peter Oliver died in Rockingham County. By 
the age given in his statement, we can determine his year of birth as about 
1770. 

We found no record of Peter Oliver’s marriage. However, on 27 August 
1853 the Rockingham County Court received the report of its appointed 
commissioners to “allot and lay off a year’s provision for Rachel Oliver, 
widow of Peter Oliver, deceased.” The law at this time allowed a widow to 
petition the Court for a year’s allowance of food and other necessities from 
her husband’s estate where he died without a will. This record definitely 
identifies Peter Oliver’s wife at this time. An 1804 Will of Joseph Roberts 
contains a provision, “To my daughter, Rachel Oliver — one young hog.” 
This appears to be the father of Rachel Oliver, wife of Peter Oliver and 
indicates Peter married only once — to Rachel Roberts. This marriage was 
prior to 1800 when Peter first appears in the Rockingham County Census, 
age 26-45 with one female (his wife), also age 26-45 and three males under 10. 
Their ages and children given here indicate they could have been married as 
early as 1790, although Peter is not listed in the census for that year. His 
step-mother, Martha Whitworth Oliver, widow of his father, George Oliver, 
is listed in the 1790 census with one male over 16, four males under 16 and 
five females. It is possible that Peter is the male over 16 with his wife, Rachel, 
one of the five females living in Martha’s household. 

The following census records for Peter Oliver from 1800 to 1840 give an 
outline of his family in Rockingham County: 


1800 Census 
1 male (Peter) — age 26-45 ! female (Rachel) — 26-45 
3 males — Under 10 


1810 Census 
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1 male (Peter) —26-45 1 female (Rachel) —26-45 
1 male —16-26 1 female —10-16 
2 males —10-16 3 females —Under 10 
1 male —Under 10 
1820 Census 
1 male (Peter) —45 and over 1 female (Rachel) —26-45 
2 males —16-26 2 females — 16-26 
1 male —16-18 2 females —10-16 
I male —10-16 1 female —Under 10 
1830 Census 
| male (Peter) —50-60 1 female (Rachel) —50-60 
1 male —15-20 2 females —20-30 
1 male —10-15 1 female —10-15 
1 male— —Under 5 
1840 Census 
1 male (Peter) —50-60 1 female (Rachel) —50-60 
1 male —15-20 1 female —20-30 
2 males —5-10 


According to her age in 1800 (26-45), Rachel would be at least 46 in 1820 and 
past her child-bearing age. This would mean the children listed in 1830 and 
1840, born after 1820, are probably her grandchildren. Judging from these 
census figures, Peter had six sons and five daughters by 1820. Yet, excepting 
one son, Elijah W. Oliver, Sr., very little was found on this family. Three 
Rockingham County marriages of Oliver girls could be daughters: Rachel 
Oliver to Phillip Alley 21 May 1825; Elizabeth Oliver to William Barker 9 
April 1831, with bondsman Elijah Oliver; and, Susanne Oliver married to 
Isaiah Case, 4 June 1834. However, the bondsman for Susannah was Allen 
Oliver, who was probably Allen Oliver, son of Abraham Oliver. One of 
Abraham Oliver’s daughters was named Susannah and this could be her 
rather than a daughter of Peter. 

In the 1850 census for Rockingham County, Rachel Oliver and Phillip 
Alley list Peter and Rachel among their children. Elijah Oliver, the 
bondsman for Elizabeth could be her brother, the son of Peter. Elijah 
Wilson Oliver, Sr. is the only son of Peter identified by Rev. Pinckney Oliver 
in his 1911 genealogy. He said that Elijah Wilson Oliver, who married Ann 
P. Axton, 7 November 1825 (bondsman, Peter Oliver), lived about six miles 
south of Madison and had five children as follows: Caroline, Sarah, Rachel, 
Peter and Elijah Wilson Jr. Early in our research we found a letter that Dr. 
E. W. Oliver of Chicago, wrote in 1934, identifying his father as Elijah 
Wilson Oliver Jr. After many long distance calls we located the daughter of 
this man’s sister in Newton, Kansas, a Mrs. Jean Coleman, who sent us 
copies of Dr. Oliver’s research made in the 1930’s. He wrote that his 
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grandfather was Elijah Wilson Oliver Sr. of Rockingham County, North 
Carolina and that his father, Elijah Wilson Oliver Jr. was in the Southern 
Army at about age 15. However, his father became disgusted, “ran his 
bayonet into the ground,” and made his way through the lines from North 
Carolina to Indiana and Coles County, Illinois, where he joined the 
Northern Army (143rd Regiment). After the war, in 1873, he became a very 
successful doctor in Illinois, including practice in Mulberry Grove where he 
died. He reared six children, Dr. Elbert W., Esther, Harry, Bess, Tedd and 
Lucy Jane, mother of Mrs. Coleman. Of Elijah Wilson Oliver Sr.’s other 
children, Dr. Oliver wrote that Caroline died in early life and never married. 
Sarah married Robert Orr late in life and had no children. Rachel married 
Calvin Tucker and they had 12 children, three of whom were living in 1935; a 
Sarah Ann Tucker, Robert E. Tucker of Arerat, North Carolina, and Calvin 
Pinckney Tucker of Winston-Salem, North Carolina. We found a marriage 
bond for Rachel F. Oliver to Calvin Tucker dated 19 November 1856, in 
Rockingham County, North Carolina. This family appears in the 1870 
Rockingham County Census. 

Elijah W. Oliver Sr.’s son Peter was killed at the first engagement of the 
Civil War at the Battle of Bull Run at Manassas Junction, Virginia. 
According to family tradition, Peter was too young to go to war. They 
brought his body home and buried him on the home place six miles south of 
Madison in Rockingham County where his father, Elijah Wilson Oliver, Sr., 
his mother, Ann P. Axton, and his three sisters, Caroline, Sarah and Rachel 
are buried. 

The great tragedy of the Civil War is again most evident here with two 
brothers, Elijah, first a Confederate soldier, then a Union soldier, and Peter 
killed fighting for the Confederacy at Bull Run. 

Dr. Elbert W. Oliver, who died 21 September 1953 (buried Greenville, 
Illinois), thought his grandmother, Ann P. Axton died about 1860 and 
Elijah W. Oliver Sr., her husband, about 1870. He wrote that he had no 
record of any other children of Peter Oliver except his grandfather, Elijah 
Wilson Oliver Sr. As we indicated in the section on Sarah Oliver, the Ann P. 
Axton married to Elijah Wilson Oliver Jr. was the daughter of Enoch Axton 
and Sarah Oliver, who was the daughter of George Oliver (1726-1786) and 
his second wife, Martha Whitworth. 

We found one other record of another son of Peter Oliver (1770-1853). 
The minutes of the Rockingham County Court of Common Pleas and 
Quarter Session for the November Term 1838 contains this entry: “It is 
ordered that Isaac Hand be overseer of road from Gate near Mt. Pleasant on 
the Rocky Springs Road to the Madison Fork and that he keep the same in 
good repair with the following hands: ... James Oliver 1, William Oliver, son 
of Peter.” Considering that Peter is listed with six sons in the 1820 census and 
that he lived adjoining James Oliver on Hogan’s Creek, it appears this 
William, identified as the son of Peter here, is his son. Understandably, the 
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court was careful to identify this road hand to possibly distinguish him from 
another William Oliver. This small straw is the only bit of identifying 
information that will probably ever be known on Peter Oliver’s sons other 
than Elijah Wilson Oliver. However, the following small threads from 
Rockingham County records may be clues to other sons. First, in August 
1822, Rockingham County Court Minutes show a Nathaniel Oliver as a road 
hand along with Wilson Oliver. This Wilson is probably Elijah Wilson 
Oliver Sr., son of Peter, and Nathaniel could be his brother, also a son of 
Peter. Nathaniel is in the 1840 census 30-40 years old which would place his 
birth 1790-1800 and match one of Peter’s boys under 10 in the 1800 census. 
Second, Joseph B. Oliver appears as a defendant in an 1822 court action, as 
a road hand in 1825 and as a juror in 1831. James Oliver, George Axton, 
William Barker and Thomas Barker are listed as “removals” on a 1834 tax 
list indicating they had left the county. The Axtons, Barkers and Olivers are 
related and this James could be a son of Peter. The Joseph B. Oliver could be 
another son named for his mother, Rachel Robert’s father, Joseph Roberts. 
This is, of course, speculation, but does give some possible clue to Peter 
Oliver’s other sons. 

Peter Oliver was involved in some 16 land transactions in Rockingham 
County, North Carolina from a purchase of 50 acres in 1793 and 95 acres 
from John Oliver on Hogan’s Creek to the sale of 325 acres to C. D. Ladd in 
1824. In 1818, he joined brothers Abraham, Jesse and James in the deed to 
Thomas Searcy for the 230 acre George Oliver home place. From these land 
transactions it appears that Peter lived on Hogan’s Creek between James 
and John Oliver. Few references are found to Peter in the Court Minutes 
from 1785 to 1850. In 1806 he was appointed overseer of “the Baggage Road 
from the Guilford Road to Bruces’ Road. ...” According to tradition, during 
the maneuvering of the armies prior to the Battle of Guilford Court House in 
the Revolutionary War, General Greene’s baggage wagons used the road 
which paralleled Hogan’s Creek running generally from south to northeast 
and passing George Oliver’s home near the mouth of Hogan’s Creek on Dan 
River. James, Peter and John Oliver lived on Hogan’s Creek near this old 
Baggage Road. This is within about three miles of where their father, George 
Oliver, lived. The close grouping of these Olivers on Hogan’s Creek was a 
major factor in enabling us to identify them as the sons of George Oliver. 

We were very fortunate to find a descendant of Peter Oliver, Mrs. Jean 
Coleman of Newton, Kansas, who is his great-great-granddaughter. This 
discovery was made even as this chapter was being written. Unfortunately, 
these descendants could give no information on the other children of Peter 
Oliver. Peter’s descendants are scattered to the four winds throughout the 
United States. Hopefully, the history reported here will result in assisting 
some of them to re-establish their ancestral links and their Oliver heritage. 

As we complete this brief account of the life and family of Peter Oliver, we 
come to the firm conclusion that he is not our ancestor. 
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WILLIAM OLIVER, 1766 - 185 


William Oliver was named as one of George Oliver’s sons in the 1801 Land 
Division. He is also named as a defendant in Thomas Searcy’s suit in Equity 
to Quiet Title to the George Oliver lands in 1825. In this suit he is identified 
along with George Jr., John, Charles and Isaac Oliver as defendants whose 
interest in this land apparently clouded its title. This leaves no question that 
he is one of the sons of George Oliver and also by inference a resident of 
Rockingham County in 1825. On the other hand, John, Charles and Isaac 
were listed in this suit as being out of the state. All this indicates that this 
man had been tiving in Rockingham County until at least 1825. Court 
Minutes, census and land records support this and permit us to piece 
together the history of William Oliver, son of George Oliver and Jemima 
Reagan. No other supporting evidence or descendants of this man was found 
forcing us to rely completely on these records. However, considering the 
small area of this county and the isolation of these early communities the 
repeated appearance in court, land and census records is very important. 

William Oliver first appears in the 1790 census and every census thereafter 
excepting 1840, down to 1850 as follows: 


1790 Census 
1 male (William) —16 and up 1 female 
I male —Under 16 

1800 Census 
! male (William) —26-45 | female (wife) —26-45 
1 male —10-16 2 females —Under 10 
1 male —Under 10 

1810 Census 
1 male (William) —26-45 1 female (wife) —26-45 
| male — 16-26 1 female —-16-26 

1 female —10-16 


1820 Census 
There are two William Olivers listed as heads of households: 


1) | male (William) —45 and over 1 female (wife) —45 and over 
2) | male (William) —26-45 1 female ——45 and over 
1 female — 16-26 
3 females —Under 10 
1830 Census 
1) William Oliver Senior —60-70 1 female (wife) —60-70 
2) William Oliver —30-40 1 female (wife) —30-40 
1 male —10-15 1 female —15-20 
1 male —5-10 2 females — 10-15 


2 females —Under 5 
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1840 Census 
No William Oliver listed. 


1850 Census 
William Oliver — age 84, living in Poor House, Pauper. 


From his age in the 1850 census we can fix William’s date of birth as 1766. 
As we discussed in Chapter X, his father, George, may have been in North 
Carolina as early as 1766. However, the more positive evidence of this date is 
in 1769 which would mean that William was probably born in Prince 
Edward County, Virginia, the family’s last known residence prior to the 
move to North Carolina. We have no record of his death, but assume it was 
prior to 1860 when he is not listed in the census, especially in view of his 
advanced age of 84 in 1850. If we assume he was 21 years old when he 
married, the date would have been 1787. This would permit time for the start 
of his family by the 1790 census when he is listed with one son. This also 
means that William was too young for service during the Revolutionary War 
and accounts for no record of a pension application by him after 1832. This 
is also extremely important to us because it means that William was only 
about 18 in 1784 and too young to have been the father of our ancestor. 
These census records support this. The son listed in 1790 again appears in 
1800, age 10-16, with another male, probably a brother, age under 10. Only 
one of these brothers continues to appear in census records to 1830 when the 
older William is listed as William Oliver, Senior, indicating the younger 
William is a son. The age of the son and his wife given in 1830 place their 
dates of birth between 1790-1800. If this is the son under 10 in the 1800 
census, then the son under 16 in 1790 is unaccounted for in these records. 
Only one marriage record for a William for this time has survived: William 
Oliver to Elizabeth Edging, 23 October 1806. This does not appear to be the 
William Oliver, Junior in the 1820 and 1830 census because he would have 
been only 15 years old at most in 1806 if he was under 10 in 1800. This 
marriage is very important to our research and we will have more to say 
about it later. 

William Oliver was involved in some 12 land purchases and sales from 
1795 to 1836 when he sold 300 acres to Nathanial Scales. It is, of course, 
possible that all these transactions were not by the same William Oliver, but 
from the time period and location, we believe this is the same man, son of 
George and Jemima Reagan Oliver. Several references to William Oliver in 
the Rockingham County Court of Common Please and Quarter Sessions 
from 1799 to 1836 confirm the presence of William Oliver here in this period, 
1790’s to 1830’s. Other persons named William Oliver begin to appear in the 
1820’s as road hands who could be the son, William Oliver, Junior. 

William Oliver is the first son of George Oliver who could possibly be the 
father of our ancestor, John Oliver of Cades Cove, Tennessee. However, his 
dates of birth in 1766 and probable date of marriage makes his eligibility 
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borderline at best. In all other respects, size of family in 1790, name, and his 
continued residence in Rockingham County after 1810 rule him out as our 
ancestor. 

We regret more could not be found on this man. His son, William, does 
not appear in the 1840 census or later and apparently migrated west as did so 
many people from North Carolina in this period. Two sons and five 
daughters in 1830 should have descendants living somewhere, probably in 
the mid-west today. William’s status in the 1850 census as a pauper living in 
the Poor House suggests his wife predeceased him and his children were 
probably not in the area. No estate record was found for William and no 
marriage record or other indication of his wife’s name. 

With this record, we leave William Oliver (1766-185___) and his family. 
Hopefully, a descendant somewhere can rescue him from the oblivion of 
history 


GEORGE OLIVER, JR., 1760 - 1844/45 


We now come to George Oliver, Jr., son of George Oliver and Jemima 
Reagan. Because of his birth in 1760 and his name, he was a prime suspect in 
our research for our ancestor. Accordingly, a great amount of research was 
devoted to him. We have mentioned him several times in previous chapters. 
He was identified as one of the sons in the 1801 George Oliver Land Division 
and as the plaintiff in the suit of George Oliver vs. Mary Oliver “of the heirs 
of George Oliver (Sr.) in 1799.” Again in 1825, he is named as one of the 
defendants in Thomas Searcy’s suit to Quiet Title to the lands formerly 
belonging to George Oliver, Sr. All these actions in Rockingham County, 
North Carolina, indicate conclusively that this man was the son of George 
Oliver, Sr. and Jemima Reagan. Because of his importance to our research 
we are including a considerable amount of information on him here. 

He is one of George Oliver’s sons who was in the Revolution and for 
whom a record of service exists. After the Revolution he lived first in 
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina, then later Lincoln County, North 
Carolina. In June, 1832, Congress passed an act authorizing pensions for 
general military service of six months or more. Old soldiers of the Revolution 
still living in 1832 rushed to submit applications for pensions under this act. 
Extensive documentation requirements of service resulted in a wealth of 
genealogical information in these records. This was true in George Jr.’s case. 
On 3 November 1832 he appeared in Open Court in Lincoln County to make 
his statement of service substantiating his pension application. This state- 
ment follows: 


State of North Carolina 
Lincoln County 
On this third of November in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
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hundred and thirty-two personally appeared in Open Court before the Justices 
of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions in and for the County and State 
aforesaid now setting George Oliver a resident (of) the County of Lincoln 
aforesaid and of the State of North Carolina aforesaid aged 72 years who being 
first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following 
declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 
7th 1832. That he entered into the service of the United States as a private of 
the militia under the following named officers and served as herein stated. That 
he entered the service in the month of October in the year 1778 in the County 
of Guilford, North Carolina under the command of General Lincoln, Col. 
Saxton and Captain Raford. That he marched from Guilford through 
Salisbury to the _______ from Charleston, South Carolina, from thence to a 
little town on Savannah River called Purysburg. From thence to Charleston 
and continued there until after the Battle of Stono. He continued in the service 
of the United States for the space of nine months but he lay in Charleston in 
the hospital for some time and after that was taken into the _______. He was 
in the service upwards of eleven months before he got his discharge. He was in 
a small engagement on the Savannah River and was in several scrimishes on 
the way to Charleston. He entered last service as a volunteer. #He has now no 
documentary evidence and that he knows of no person _________ whose 
testimony he can procure who can testify to his service. He hereby relinquishes 
every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and declares 
that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state or the agency 
of the State of North Carolina. 


Sworn to and Subscribed his 
George X_ Oliver 
Test: Vardry McBee mark 


Clerk of Court 


#He further states that about a year after he returned home from his first 
service he volunteered again and entered the service of the United States in 
Guilford County and served two months under General Green and under 
Captain Cook and was in the Battle of Guilford. He then volunteered as a 
guard for Governor Martin at the seat of government in North Carolina and 
served one month under Captain Gates. He again volunteered and served 
another month under Captain Samuel Henderson. In the __ month service 
and then a certain Thomas Nelson a substitute who served about 3 or 
4 months and then the war ended. 

This statement be annexed in the foregoing declaration. 

his 
George G_ Oliver 
Test: Vardry McBee mark 
Clerk of Court 





Interrogation propounded by the Court to Geo. Oliver 


Ist Where and in what year were you born? 
Ans. In Prince Edward County in Va. in the year 1760. 
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2nd 


3rd 


4th 


3th 


7th 


In 1852, two of George Oliver’s daughters filed papers seeking to have his 
pension increased. This appears to be an effort to obtain a retroactive 
pension adjustment since George Oliver died 1844/45. The following 


Have you any record of your age and if so where is it? 
Ans. I have none. 


Where were you living when called into service. Where have you lived 

since the Revolutionary War and where do you now live? 

Ans. In Guilford County North Carolina, in Mecklenburg and Lincoln 
North Carolina and I now live in Lincoln. 


How were you called into service, were you drafted, did you volunteer or 
were you a substitute? And if a substitute, for whom? 


Ans. I was a volunteer as before stated. 


State the name of some of the regular officers who were with the troops 

when you served, such Continental and Militia regiments as you can 

recollect and the general circumstances of your service. 

Ans. I have stated the names and the circumstances of my service in the 
above declaration. 


State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present 
neighborhood who can testify as to your character for veracity and their 
belief of your service as a soldier of the Revolution. 


Ans. B. T. Kirby, Clergyman and Robert Barry 
his 
George O Oliver 
mark 


affidavit was sent to the Pension Office in 1853: 


State of North Carolina ) 


) 


County of Gaston ) 


It is hereby certified that satisfactory evidence has been exhibited before me, 
John H. Roberts, upon the affidavits (of) Samuel Armstrong and Sarah Boyd 
that George Oliver was a Revolutionary Pensioner of the United States at the 
rate of $__ per annum and that he died on the 24 day of October eighteen 
hundred and forty-four leaving surviving William Oliver, George Oliver, John 
Oliver, Elizabeth Armstrong, Sarah Boyd, Mary Bollinger, Harriet Oliver, 
Pleasant Oliver, Gemma Davis and that Elizabeth Armstrong, Sarah Boyd and 
Hariet Oliver the only surviving children of the aforesaid George Oliver known 
to be living others not having been heard from for several years. 


In testimony whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand and offered my seal of 
office, this 23 day of Feb 1853 


John H. Roberts 
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After James K. Polk was nominated for President by the Democrats in 
1844, there was an account that some Whig newspapers accused his grand- 
father, Ezekiel Polk of being a Tory during the Revolution. Statements were 
secured from old soldiers to refute this including George Oliver of Lincoln 
County, North Carolina. George, about 85 years old at this time, stated he 
was well acquainted with Ezekiel Polk, Thomas Polk and all the Polk 
Family during the Revolution and denied that Ezekiel had been a Tory. He 
said, “I went to live with Col. William Polk, near the town of Charlotte at 
the close of the war and lived with him several years and knew Ezekiel Polk 
and never heard the charges of toryism against him.” 

George Oliver is buried in Goshen Graveyard near Belmont, North 
Carolina. His marker reads: 

In memory of 
George Oliver 
a Revolutionary Patriot 
who died Sept. 24 
1845 In the 86th year 
of his Age 


Beside him is buried his wife whose marker reads as follows: 


In Memory 
of 
Sarah Oliver 
who departed this life the 10th May 1832 
aged 65 years 


All the foregoing records help to give the history of George Oliver and his 
family. Land, census and marriage records further contribute to this history. 

Early land records in the 1790’s for Mecklenburg and Lincoln Counties, 
including a deed on 29 October 1793 from Ezekiel Polk, place George Oliver 
in this area. The purchase of land by George Oliver on 12 January 1789 on 
the west side of the Catawba River in Lincoln County is possibly the location 
of his home. 

The following marriage records in Lincoln County appear to be for 
George’s children: 


William Oliver to Francis Cathy 27 March 1815 
George Oliver to Abigail McKee 21 July 1819 
John Oliver to Rachel Smith 26 February 1817 
Elizabeth Oliver to Samuel Armstrong 27 March 1815 
Sarah Oliver to Edward Boyd 26 February 1817 
Mary Oliver to Abraham Bollinger 5 July 1819 
Harriot Oliver to Andrew Armstrong 27 April 1821 
Pleasant Oliver to Elmirah Hoover 6 February 1840 


Jamima Oliver to John B. Davis 18 October 1838 
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Census records for George Oliver (1760-1844/45) and his family are as 
follows: 


1790 Census — Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 


I] male (George) — 16 and over 3 females 

2 males — Under 16 
1800 Census — Lincoln County, North Carolina 

1 male (George) — 26-45 | female (wife) — 26-45 

2 males — 10-16 1 female — 16-26 

2 males — Under 10 1 female — 10-16 

3 females — Under 10 

1810 Census — Lincoln County, North Carolina 

1 male (George) — 45 and over 1 female (wife) — 26-45 

3 males — 16-26 2 females — 10-16 

1 male — Under 10 4 females — Under 10 


1820 Census — Lincoln County, North Carolina 
1) George Oliver, Sr. 


| male (George) — 45 and over 1 female (wife) — 45 and over 
| male — Under 10 1 female — 10-16 
2) George Oliver, Jr. 
1 male (George Jr.) — 26-45 1 female (Abigail) — 16-26 
1 female — Under 10 


3) William Oliver 


1 male (William) — 26-45 1 female (Frances) — 26-45 
1 male — Under 10 3 females — Under 10 
4) John Oliver 
1 male (John) — 26-45 | female (Rachel) — 16-26 
1 male — Under 10 I female — Under 10 
5) Edward Boyd (wife-Sarah Oliver) 
1 male (Edward) — 45 and over I female (Sarah) — 26-45 
1 female — 16-26 
| female — 10-16 
2 females — Under 10 
6) Samuel Armstrong (wife-Elizabeth Oliver) 
I male (Samuel) — 26-45 1 female (Elizabeth) — 16-26 
1 male — Under 10 2 females — Under 10 


1830 Census — Lincoln County, North Carolina 
1) George Oliver (Sr.) 
] male (George) §— 70-80 1 female (Sarah) — 60-70 
| male — 20-30 2 females — 20-30 
| female — 5-10 


2) William Oliver 
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1 male (William) — 40-50 1 female (Frances) -—— 30-40 
1 male — 10-15 1 female — 15-20 
1 female — 10-15 
2 females — 5-10 
3) Samuel Armstrong (wife-Elizabeth Oliver) 
1 male (Samuel) — 30-40 1 female (Elizabeth) — 30-40 
1 male — 10-15 2 females — 10-15 
1 male — 5-10 1 female — 5-10 
3 females — Under 5 
4) Andrew Bollinger (Bullinger) (wife-Mary Oliver) 
I male (Andrew) —30-40 1 female (Mary) — 20-30 
1 male — 10-15 1 female — 5-10 
2 males — 5-10 
1 male — Under 5 
1830 Census — Wayne County, Missouri 
5) John Oliver (wife-Rachel Smith) 
1 male (John) — 30-40 1 female (Rachel) — 30-40 
1 male — 10-15 1 female — 10-15 
I male — 5-10 
3 males — Under § 
1830 Census — Madison County, Tennessee 
6) George Oliver (Jr.) (wife-Abigail McKee) 
1 male (George) | — 20-30 1 female (Abigail) — 30-40 
1 male — 5-10 2 females — 5-10 
1 male — Under 5 1 female — Under 5 
1840 Census — Lincoln County, North Carolina 
1) George Oliver (Sr.) 
1 male (George) — 80-90 1 female — 20-30 
1 male — Under 5 1 female — 15-20 
2) Pleasant Oliver 
1 male (Pleasant) — 30-40 1 female (Elmira) — 15-20 
3) Sarah Oliver Boyd 
1 male — 20-30 1 female (Sarah) — 40-50 
1 male — 10-15 1 female — 20-30 
2 males — 5-10 1 female — 15-20 
1 female — Under 5 
4) Samuel Armstrong (wife-Elizabeth Oliver) 
I male (Samuel) — 40-50 1 female — 60-70 
1 male — 15-20 1 female (Elizabeth) — 40-50 
I male — Under 5 | female — 20-30 
2 females — 15-20 
2 females — 10-15 
1 female — Under 5 
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1840 Census — Wayne County, Missouri 
5) John Oliver (wife-Rachel Smith) 


1 male (John) — 40-50 1 female (Rachel) — 40-50 
1 male — 20-30 1 female — 15-20 
1 male — 15-20 

2 males — 10-15 

2 males — 5-10 


1840 Census — Lincoln County, Tennessee 
6) William Oliver (wife-Frances Cathey) 


I male (William) — 50-60 | female (Frances) — 40-50 
1 male — 20-30 1 female — 20-30 
2 females — 15-20 


1840 Census — Madison County, Tennessee 
7) George Oliver (Jr.) 


1 male (George) — 40-50 1 female — 15-20 
1 male — 10-15 2 females — 10-15 
1 male — 5-10 3 females — 5-10 
2 males — Under 5 

1850 Census — Gaston County (created from Lincoln in 1846), North Carolina 

1) Pleasant Oliver — 40 George Leo —7 
Elmira — 28 Levenia —4 
Washington —9 Mary E. —2 

2) Harriet Oliver — 48 William — 10 

3) Sarah Boyd — 57 Eliza J. — 16 
William — 19 Sarah —8 
Rebecca — 30 

4) Samuel Armstrong — 57 Jane — 24 
Elizabeth — 55 Nancy — 14 
Mary — 38 James —12 
Harriett — 24 

5) Abraham Bullinger — 58 Abraham —19 
Mary — 50 William —17 
Henry — 29 Sarah —19 
Abel —27 Valentine —9 
Mary — 24 

1860 Census — Gaston County, North Carolina 

1) Sarah Boyd — 69 Sarah — 16 
William — 26 

2) Elizabeth Armstrong — 64 Nancy — 22 
Jane — 30 James — 21 


3) Harriet Oliver — 49 William — 22 
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1870 Census — Gaston County, North Carolina 


1) Sarah Boyd — 70 Elizabeth — 26 
Jane — 38 Jane —4 

2) Harriet Oliver — 60 Sarah Boyd — 30 
William — 28 


Our research on the children of George Oliver(1760-1844/45), is summar- 
ized in the following paragraphs. 

William Oliver, the oldest son, married Frances Cathey (Cathy) in Lincoln 
County, North Carolina on 27 March 1815. He is listed in the 1820 and 1830 
Lincoln County, North Carolina Census records as follows: 


1820 Lincoln County, North Carolina Census 
William Oliver 


| male (William) — 26-45 1 female (Frances) — 26-45 
| male — Under 10 3 females — Under 10 
1830 Lincoln County, North Carolina Census 
William Oliver 
1 male (William) — 40-50 1 female (Frances) -— 30-40 
1 male — 10-15 1 female — 15-20 
1 female — 10-15 
2 females — 5-10 


He is listed in the Sixth Company, detached from the first Lincoln Regi- 
ment in the War of 1812. His brother, George, and brothers-in-law, Edward 
Boyd and Samuel Armstrong, were also in this company. No further infor- 
mation was found on William Oliver in North Carolina. However, we again 
picked up his trail beginning in 1840 in the following Tennessee Census 
records: 


1840 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census 
William Oliver — p. 79 


1 male (William) — 50-60 | female (Frances) — 40-50 
1 male — 20-30 I female — 20-30 
2 females — 15-20 
1850 Marshall County, Tennessee Census 
p. 138 — William Oliver age 63, born North Carolina 
588/588 Frances Oliver age 58, born North Carolina 
Elizabeth Oliver age 32, born North Carolina (Daughter) 
William (Cunningham)* age 1, born Tennessee (Grandson) 
Allen F. Swiney age 27, born Tennessee (Son-in-law) 
Nancy Swiney age 28, born North Carolina (Daughter) 
William F. Swiney age 4, born Tennessee (Grandson) 


* This is William Riley Cunningham, son of Sarah Oliver, deceased, wife of Alfred Cunningham. 


274 


p. 138 — George Oliver age 36, born North Carolina — Carpenter 
586/586 (Son of William) 

Jane Oliver age 36, born Tennessee 

Fanny A. Oliver age 8, born Tennessee 

William W. Oliver age 6, born Tennessee 

Cyrus E. Oliver age 4, born Tennessee 

George M. Oliver age 3, born Tennessee 

Narcissa Oliver age |, born Tennessee 

Susannah Campbell age 32, born Tennessee 

John Campbell age 12, born Tennessee 


From descendants and Marshall County, Tennessee records we pieced 
together the history of William Oliver, son of George Oliver (1760-1844/ 45). 
He was born 22 March 1788 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina. He 
moved his family to Lincoln County, Tennessee between 1830 and 1840. In 
1850 he is living in Marshall County, Tennessee, adjoining Lincoln County. 
He died here on 26 July 1857. His wife, Frances (Fanny) Cathey, last appears 
in the 1860 Marshall County, Tennessee Census, age 67, which places her 
birth as about 1792/93. William is buried in the Keith-Clarke Cemetery near 
Boonshill with his name and date of death on a stone marking his grave. We 
believe Frances is buried beside him, though there is no stone marking her 
grave. Frances was dead by 1862 when her Will was administered. The Keith 
Clarke Cemetery is located just across the Lincoln County line about four 
miles from where they lived in Marshall County. The cemetery is surrounded 
by an iron fence on a hill on a private farm. Here are buried several Catheys, 
possible relatives of Frances. Alexander Cathey was Administrator of her 
Will, perhaps a brother. Following are the children of William Oliver and 
Frances Cathey: 


George Oliver married Jane Campbell, 7 January 1841 

Nancy Oliver married Allen F. Swinney, 17 December 1845 
Sarah Oliver married Alfred Cunningham, 18 November 1847 
tlizabeth Oliver married Washington Hunter, 6 August 1868 


It appears that two girls born before 1820 did not survive. 

A great-granddaughter of Sarah Oliver, Miss Wanda E. Barnett, of 
Dallas, Texas, gave us the following family history passed down from gener- 
ation to generation in their family. “Sarah Oliver, daughter of Fanny Cathey 
Oliver and William Oliver, was the second wife of Alfred L. Cunningham. 
She and Alfred had a daughter (name unknown) who lived only a few days. 
Their son, William Riley (Cunningham) was born 15 August 1849, in 
Boonshill, Lincoln County, Tennessee. Sarah carried her son, William Riley, 
to visit her parents (Fanny and William Oliver) traveling by horseback (side 
saddle). Enroute home Sarah hemorrhaged and died when William Riley 
was six weeks old (September or October, 1849). Alfred, because of Fanny’s 
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grief, left William Riley in care of the Oliver family. He returned to move 
him into his family after marriage — but the Olivers persuaded them to let 
them keep him. Always Alfred L. kept close touch with William Riley. 
William Riley and his wife came to Texas in a wagon train in 1873 or 1874. 
They survived an Indian raid in Wise County, Texas.” 

Nancy Oliver, who married Allen F. Swinney, raised her family in 
Marshall County where a descendant, Glenn Swinney, still lives. Nancy, 
January 29, 1823 - July 20, 1893, is buried in the New Hope Cemetery at 
Cherry Corner, Marshall County, Tennessee. 

George Oliver, only son of William Oliver and Frances Cathey, married 
Jane Campbell on 7 January 1841 in Lincoln County, Tennessee, and reared 
the following children in Marshall County, Tennessee: 


Frances A. Oliver — 25 October 1841 — 29 February 1912 
William W. Oliver — born 1844 

Cyrus E. Oliver — born 1846 

George M. Oliver — born 1847 

Elizabeth Oliver — born 1850 

Mary M. Oliver — born 1852 

Joseph D. (Dunlap) Oliver — born 1854 

John A. (Alexander) Oliver — born 1856-1904 

James R. (Robert/ Bob) Oliver — born 1860 


Sons George M. and William W. were in the Confederate Army in the 
Civil War. George M. is last found in the 1880 Census for adjoining Giles 
County, Tennessee. Son William W., a bachelor, and a school teacher, 
remained in Marshall County, Tennessee. Sons Joseph D. (Dunlap) and 
James R. (Bob) Oliver went to Texas in 1877. Joseph D., born 1854, had ten 
children. He died in Amarillo, Texas at age 96 where his descendants still 
live. Bob Oliver was in Oklahoma, then came to Amarillo, Texas about 
1927-28 where he lived until his death. Son John Alexander also remained in 
Marshall County and raised a large family. Two of his descendants, Mrs. 
Ruth Oliver King and Mrs. Willie B. Adams of Petersburg, Tennessee, were 
very helpful in this Oliver history. We found no trace of the son Cyrus E. 
Oliver, born about 1846. Daughter Frances married George W. McGaugh in 
Marshall County, Tennessee on 7 February 1861. 

Elizabeth Oliver married Washington Hunter in 1868 when she was age 
50. She is living with her parents, William Oliver and Frances Cathey in 
1850, with her mother Frances in 1860, and with her brother, George, in 
1870 as E. Hunter, age 52, occupation nurse. In 1880 she is listed as 
Elizabeth Hunter in the home of Green Jones and wife, Sarah, who was a 
daughter of her sister, Nancy. No record was found of her husband. 

This brief sketch of William Oliver and his wife, Frances (Fanny) Cathey, 
and their children is given here to help reunite his descendants now scattered 
throughout the United States. 
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George Oliver’s (1760-1844/45) second son, George Oliver (1789-1857), 
married Abigail McKee on 21 July 1819 in Lincoln County, North Carolina. 
George served in the War of 1812 from February 1, 1814 to July 1, 1814. He 
volunteered at Salisbury, North Carolina as a private in Capt. Gingle’s 
Company, North Carolina Militia. From his military records we learned that 
he applied for 80 acres of bounty land on 8 February 1851 while living in 
Gibson County, Tennessee. This enabled us to locate his census records in 
Tennessee and his descendants. He first appeared in the 1820 Lincoln 
County, North Carolina Census as follows: 


1820 Lincoln County, North Carolina Census 
George Oliver 
1 male (George) 


— 26-45 — 16-26 


— Under 10 


1 female (Abigail) 
| female 


It appears that he moved from Lincoln County, North Carolina to 
Madison County, Tennessee in 1828 when family history states his son, 
Robert Logan Pulaski Oliver, was two years old. The 1840 Madison 
County, Tennessee Census lists a George Oliver who appears to be George as 
follows: 


1840 Madison County, Tennessee Census 
George Oliver 


1 male (George) — 40-50 1 female — 15-20 
1 male — 10-15 2 females — 10-15 
1 male — 5-10 3 females — 5-10 
2 males — Under 5 


This census record does not list George’s wife, Abigail, who died in 1838. 
In 1850 George and his family are listed in Gibson County, Tennessee, 
along with the families of two sons, Isaac and Robert L. P., as follows: 


p. 154 — George Oliver 

432/ Margaret Oliver 
Harriet Oliver 
Ann Oliver 
Porter Oliver 
James Oliver 
Henry Oliver 


Isaac S. Oliver 
Martha Oliver (wife) 
Lewis Oliver 


rise 
375/ 


R. L. P. Oliver 

(Robert Logan Pulaski) 
— Sarah Oliver (wife) 

— Nancy Oliver 


p. 150 — 


age 60, born North Carolina 
age 28, born Tennessee 

age 25, born Tennessee 

age 17, born Tennessee 

age 15, born Tennessee 

age 13, born Tennessee 

age 5, born Tennessee 


age 25, born North Carolina 
age 23, born North Carolina 
age 1, born Tennessee 


age 23, born North Carolina 


age 26, born North Carolina 
age 18, born Tennessee 
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These 1820 and 1840 Tennessee Census records list a total of eleven 
children for George Oliver and Abigail McKee, four boys and seven girls 
born as follows: 


I female — born before 1820 
| female — born 1820-1825 
2 females — born 1825-1830 
1 male — born 1825-1830 
| male — born 1830-1835 
3 females — born 1830-1835 
2 males — born 1835-1840 


Another daughter, name unknown, born about 1828, brings the total 
number of children of George Oliver and Abigail McKee to twelve. 
The following is our best information of the names of these children: 


Lucy J. Oliver — born before 1820 
Margaret Oliver — born 1822 
Harriet Oliver — born 1825 
Isaac S. Oliver — born 1825 
Robert L. P. Oliver — born 1826 
Daughter (Name unknown) — born ca 1828 
Sarah Oliver — born 1831 
Nancy Oliver — born 1832 
Ann Oliver — born 1833 
Porter Oliver — born 1835 
George Oliver III — born 1836 (?) 
James Oliver — born 1837 


Lucy J. Oliver married John C. Mathis in Gibson County, Tennessee, on 2 
December 1847, and is probably a daughter. 

Margaret married Samuel Martin on 20 April 1853. 

Isaac S. Oliver married Martha Jane Branson on 8 November 1848 and 
moved to Mt. Pleasant, Texas in 1873. 

Robert Logan Pulaski Oliver married Sarah Ann Branson on 10 July 
1848. He served in the Confederate Army in the Civil War under General 
Nathan Bedford Forrest. He died 10 August 1900 in Bradford, Tennessee, 
and is buried at Oliver’s Chapel, Idlewild, Gibson County, Tennessee. 

A descendant, Mr. Roy Kirkman who died in 1957, wrote that a daughter 
of George Oliver, name unknown, married an Ables [?] and moved to 
Dunklin County, Missouri and settled there. Because there are no children 
born from 1827 to 1830, it appears likely this daughter was born in this 
period. 

Sarah Oliver, age 19, listed in the household of William F. Carr in Gibson 
County in 1850 is probably a daughter. 
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Nancy Oliver, age 18, living in the household of Robert L. P. Oliver in 
1850 is the daughter Mr. Kirkman wrote possibly married Frank Carr. 

Ann Oliver married Patrick Fanner on 29 December 1854 in Gibson 
County. 

Porter and George Oliver III were killed at the Battle of Shiloh in April 
1862 fighting for the South in the Civil War. 

We have no information on James Oliver, age 13, in his father’s household 
in 1850. 

Mr. Kirkman wrote that George Oliver (1760-1844/45), of Lincoln 
County, North Carolina “was born 1760 in Prince Edward County, Virginia, 
of Scotch Irish descent,” one of the few references to the ancestry of these 
Oliver people. He said that George’s son, George Oliver of Gibson County, 
Tennessee, was born in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina in 1789 and 
died in Humboldt, Tennessee in 1857. Abigail, his wife, was born in Lincoln 
County, North Carolina in 1794. She died in Humboldt, Tennessee in 1838 
at about 46 years of age after bearing twelve children. 

Mrs. Douglas W. (Mary Sue) Ferguson of Heber Springs, Arkansas, and 
Mrs. Avanelle McCaughan of Clarksdale, Mississippi, descendants of 
George Oliver and Abigail McKee by their son Robert L. P. Oliver, provided 
valuable assistance in our research of this family. 

John Oliver is the third son of George Oliver (1760-1844/45). He married 
Rachel Smith on 26 February 1817 and is listed in the 1820 Lincoln County, 
North Carolina Census. No record could be found for him after 1820 in 
North Carolina. Like his brothers, William and George, discussed above, we 
suspected he migrated west. In the Wayne County, Missouri Census of 1850, 
a John Oliver, Sr., age 61, born North Carolina is listed with wife, Rachel, 
age 56, born North Carolina, and children John 29, Reanna F. 24, both born 
North Carolina. Living nearby was James Oliver 32, born North Carolina 
and Robert Oliver 24, born North Carolina. This John Oliver is listed earlier 
in this section on George Oliver in the Wayne County, Missouri Census in 
1830 and 1840 where his birth is given as 1790-1800. James Oliver, age 42, 
and family including Rachel Oliver, age 68, born North Carolina, and 
Reanna Oliver, age 34, and her husband, Joseph Henderson, are in the 1860 
Wayne County Census. Considering the matching ages and names, we 
believe this is George Oliver’s (1760-1844/45), son John. However, excepting 
James Oliver who was in the 1880 Wayne County Census, age 63, no further 
records or descendants of this family were found. 

We were unable to find descendants of the remaining children of George 
Oliver (1760-1844/45). Elizabeth, Sarah, Mary, Harriet and Pleasant Oliver 
appear in Lincoln County and later Gaston County, North Carolina listed 
earlier. No record was found for Jemima Oliver after her marriage to John 
B. Davis on 18 October 1838 in Lincoln County, North Carolina. 

One note should be added here on George Oliver’s date of death and the 
name of his wife. The 1853 affidavit by his children quoted above appears to 
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be the only document giving George Oliver’s date of death as 24 October 
1844. This date was thereafter cited by the military records custodians in 
Washington, D. C. in reply to queries about George Oliver by his descen- 
dants in later years. However, the date of death on his gravemarker, as we 
have stated, is 24 September 1845, followed by his age of 86. We have no 
answer to this discrepancy. The Report of the Secretary of War to the U. S. 
Senate, published in 1835, lists George Oliver of Lincoln County, North 
Carolina. He was receiving $50 per annum for service as a private in the 
North Carolina Militia, was 74 years of age and was placed on the pension 
rolls, 10 April 1833, under the Act of Congress of 7 June 1832. The only 
indication of his wife’s name was Sarah on the marker of her grave by his 
side in Goshen Cemetery. Sarah’s age on the 1830 census was 60-70 which 
matches her age of 65 at her death in 1832 given on her marker. 

An interesting note was found in a 1934 letter by Dr. E. W. Oliver, 
descendant of Peter, to Ruth Oliver, a descendant of Abraham, both 
brothers to George Oliver (1760-1844/45). In this letter Dr. Oliver quoted a 
letter written by a John Oliver, grandson of Abraham Oliver, apparently in 
the late 1800’s that “George Oliver and his father were in the Revolutionary 
War as State Guards.” This is the only known family history of George 
Oliver, Sr.’s (1726-1786), service in the Revolution. Like our Olivers in 
Cades Cove, Tennessee, the family history of this large family of ten sons 
about their father was all but lost to history by 1900. By 1911, the son 
George Oliver Jr. (1760-1844/45), was being identified as his father, George 
Oliver, Sr. (1726-1786). This circumstance, of the same name of father and 
son, undoubtedly greatly contributed to this confusion and the “lost 
generation” in this and many other families in this early time. 

Finally, we came to the conclusion that George Oliver (1760-1844/45) 
could not be our ancestor. This George Oliver does not match our Tennessee 
Oliver profile and is not our man, although the information found on him 
has made a great contribution to the history of his father, George Oliver’s 
(1726-1786) family. 

Last we feel a special affection for this old soldier. He had stood with his 
brother, James, perhaps brothers, Charles, John and his father, George, at 
the Battle of Guilford Court House in the face of the mighty British of Lord 
Cornwallis’s Army and was indeed a patriot. At a time when militia soldiers 
scattered as autumn leaves, many deaf to the strongest inducements to serve, 
George Oliver’s service was characterized by the one phrase, “I was a 
volunteer” — not once, but four different times. We salute him and honor 
his memory. 
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JAMES OLIVER, 1756-1840 


James Oliver was born in Virginia between 1750 and 1760. His descen- 
dants fix the date of his birth as about 1756 at which time our research 
indicates his parents, George Oliver (1726-1786) and Jemima Reagan, were 
living in Albemarle County, Virginia. This is based on a Virginia Land Grant 
to George Oliver on 16 August 1756 in Albemarle County, Virginia (Chapter 
X). James came to North Carolina with his parents between 1767 and 1769 
at about age 12-14. He served in the Revolution in 1780-81] and was in the 
Battle of Guilford Court House. After the war he married Susannah 
Lemons, daughter of John Lemons, in 1782 and raised his family in Rocking- 
ham County, North Carolina, where he died 8 February 1840. 

Like his brother, (George 1760-1844/45), he is very important to our 
research. His age and marriage in 1782 put him at the exact time and place to 
be the father of our ancestor, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), of Cades Cove, 
Tennessee. Accordingly, a considerable amount of time was devoted to 
identify all records pertaining to him and his family. This information is 
summarized in the following paragraphs. 

The earliest information on James Oliver is contained in his widow’s, 
Susannah Oliver, Pension Application of 1852 quoted as follows: 


State of North Carolina) 
County of Rockingham ) 


On this the 3rd day of March A.D. 1852 personally appeared before me a 
Justice of Rockingham within and for the County and State aforesaid Mrs. 
Susannah Oliver aged eighty-eight years a resident of the County of Rocking- 
ham in the State of North Carolina who being duly sworn according to law 
declares that she is the widow of James Oliver deceased who was a private in 
the Company commanded by Capt. Josiah Gates, or Capt. George Cook in the 
Regiment of North Carolina Militia commanded by Col. James Martin in the 
Revolutionary War of the United States of America with Great Britain. That 
her said husband was drafted in the County of Rockingham on or about the 
last of the year 1780 and the first of the year 1781 for the term of about Six 
months and continued in active service in said war for the term of about Six 
months and was honorably discharged She thinks in the County of Guilford 
N.C. 

She further states that she was married to the said James Oliver in the 
County of Rockingham N. C. in the year 1782 by one George Peay a justice of 
the peace in and for said county. That her name before her said marriage was 
Lemons and that her said husband died at his residence on the 8th day of 
February 1840 and that she is still a widow. 

She states that her husband never applied for or received any pension for his 
services, from the fact as he stated to her that he was able to live without it and 
that he was no Scholar and that it would be attended with a good deal of 
trouble. 
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She makes this declaration for the purpose of obtaining the pension to which 
She may be entitled under the act passed by Congress the 15 day of May 1828, 
the Act passed the 9 day of June 1832, the Act passed September 28th 1850 and 
any other act passed by Congress giving pensions for service rendered in the 
Revolutionary War with Great Britain. 


her 
Susannah X_ Oliver 
mark 


In May 1852, Susannah gave another statement to correct an error which 
she believed to have been made in her first statement. In this latter statement, 
she cites the Act of Congress passed July 7, 1838 granting half pay and 
pensions to certain widows. She added that her husband may have served in 
both Capt. Gates and Capt. Cook’s Companies and that his service was, she 
believed, a year at least, including other tours. Also, she said her husband 
“was in the service when the Battle of Guilford was fought.” 

Peter Oliver, brother of James, gave a statement supporting Susannah’s 
pension application in which he confirmed that James was in Capt. Josiah 
Gates’ Company and was in service when the Battle of Guilford was fought. 
He did not see James and Susannah marry, but “saw them both the next day 
when they returned to his father’s as man and wife... .” 

A leaf from the Family Testament submitted by Susannah with her 
pension application gives the names of their children as follows: 


John Olliver the son of James and Sunnah Oliver was born December the 
16 day 1785. 

Polly Oliver was born April the 7 day 1787. 

Sally Oliver was born January the 16 Day 1789. 

Susannah Oliver was born in April the 11 Day 1791. 

James Oliver Jr. was born the 20 of October 1792. 

Samuel Oliver was Born in May 28 1794. 

Elizabeth Oliver was born in January the 22 Day 1796. 

Nancy Oliver was Born in November the 22 Day 1797. 


A supporting statement of 27 May 1852 by one Alexander Wall stated that 
Susannah and James raised several children, “to wit, John, Samuel, Mary, 
Susanah, Elizabeth, Nancy and Sarough[sic].” This indicated that James, 
not named here, did not survive to adulthood. This is supported by James 
Oliver’s Will written 20 June 1829, and witnessed by his brother, Peter 
Oliver. James appears to be the only son of George Oliver who left a Will. 
This Will is quoted in part as follows: 


It is my Will and device at the death of my beloved wife, that the whole of the 
property or the proceeds thereof which may remain or be on hand at that time 
shall be equally divided between my children and their Heirs in the following 
manner, to wit: To John Oliver and his heirs forever. Also to the heirs of Polly 
Goff who intermarried with William Goff, to them forever. Also I give to the 
heirs of Susannah Oliver who intermarried with James Lumbrick to them 


282 


forever. Also, I give to the heirs of Sally Shepherd who intermarried with Wm 
Shepherd to them forever. Also, I give to Samuel Oliver and his heirs forever 
and also to Elizabeth Oliver and her heirs forever and also to the Heirs of 
Nancy Barker who intermarried with Thomas Barker, to them forever. | give 
to the above named parties one Seventh or co equal distributive shares of my 
Estate. 


Our information on these children of James Oliver and Susannah Lemons 
is very sketchy. Following are the census records for Rockingham County, 
North Carolina from 1790-1830 for James Oliver and his family: 


1790 Census 


1 male (James) — 16 and over 2 females 

2 males — Under 16 
1800 Census 

I male (James) — 26-45 1 female (Susannah) — 26-45 

1 male — 10-16 2 females — 10-16 

3 females — Under 10 

1810 Census 

I male (James) — 45 and over 1 female (Susannah) — 45 and over 

1 male — 16-26 1 female — 16-26 

2 females — 10-16 

William Goff (wife - Mary “Polly” Oliver) 

1 male (William) — 16-26 1 female (Mary) — 16-26 

2 males — Under 10 1 female — Under 10 
William Shepherd (wife - Sarah “Sally” Oliver) 

1 male (William) — 16-26 1 female (Sally) — 16-26 

1 male — Under 10 
1820 Census 

1 male (James) — 45 and over 1 female (Susannah) — 45 and over 

1 male — 16-26 3 females — 16-26 

I male — 16-18 
William Goff (wife - Mary “Polly” Oliver) 

1 male (William) — 26-45 1 female (Mary) — 26-45 

2 males — 10-16 1 female — 10-16 

2 males — Under 10 2 females — Under 10 
William Shepherd (wife - Sarah “Sally” Oliver) 

1 male (William) — 26-45 1 female (Sally) — 16-26 

1 male — 10-16 1 female — Under 10 

3 males — Under 10 


James Lumbrick (wife - Susannah Oliver) 
1 male (James) — 26-45 1 female (Susannah) — 26-45 
2 males — Under 10 4 females — Under 10 


1830 Census 
1 male (James) — 70-80 
1 male — 30-40 


283 


1 female (Susannah) — 60-70 


William Shepherd (wife - Sarah “Sally” Oliver) 


1 male (William) — 40-50 


1 male — 20-30 
2 males — 10-15 
1 male — 5-10 


Samuel Oliver (wife - Obedience Alley) 
1 male (Samuel) — 30-40 
I male — 10-15 
1 male — Under 5 


Thomas Barker (wife - Nancy Oliver) 
| male (Thomas) — 30-40 


2 males — 5-10 

1 male — Under 5 
1840 Census 

1 male — 20-30 


Samuel Oliver (wife - Obedience Alley) 
1 male (Samuel) — 40-50 
3 males — 5-10 


1850 Census 
Susan Oliver 
Susannah Shepherd — 20 


William Shepherd — 64 

Sarah 

Jane — 22 

Sarah — 19 
1860 Census 

William Shepherd — 75 

Sarah 

Jane — 25 

Susan — 23 

Sarah — 21 

Martha Joyner —8 
1870 Census 

William Shepherd — 85 

Jane — 36 

Sallie — 30 

Martha Joyner — 18 


1 female — 30-40 
1 female — 20-30 
1 female (Sally) — 30-40 
1 female — 10-15 
2 females — Under 5 
1 female — 50-60 


1 female (Obedience) — 20-30 


1 female — 5-10 

3 females — Under 5 
| female (Nancy) — 30-40 

2 females — Under 5 


| female (Susannah) — 70-80 
1 female — 30-40 


! female (Obedience) — 30-40 


1 female — 15-20 
2 females — 10-15 
2 females — Under 5 


— 84 (widow - James Oliver) 


— 60 (wife - Sarah Oliver) 


— 65 (wife - Sarah Oliver) 
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These census records generally match the following children of James 
Oliver: 

John Oliver, born 1785, is probably one of the males Under 16 in 1790, the 
male 10-16 in 1800, and perhaps one of the males in 1810, 1820 and 1830. We 
find no marriage record for John. John’s year of birth makes him a possible 
candidate as our ancestor. However, we found a record in the Rockingham 
County Court Minutes of 1859 indicating John Oliver was dead. After 
James’s wife, Susannah, died in 1856, the estate, including land James 
owned, went to the seven named children under his Will. In 1856, the heirs of 
these children brought an action in Equity titled “Samuel Oliver and others” 
requesting the lands be sold which the Court approved. In 1859 we find a 
land record showing sale of 171 acres on Hogan’s Creek belonging to the 
Estate of James Oliver. This acreage is about the remaining number of acres 
we calculate James owned at his death in 1840. This deed states in part, 
“Whereas at the Fall Term 1856, the Court of Equity for Rockingham 
County on Petition of the heirs at Law of James Oliver, Dec’d.” This 
identified the Petition of “Samuel Oliver and Others” in 1856 as the heirs of 
James Oliver. Now in 1859 we find the following Court record: 


Samuel Oliver and Others ) 
Ex Parte ) Petition to Sell Land 


In this case William B. Sawyer, Executor of John Oliver, Dec’d, having 
presented and filed a copy of the Will of the said John Oliver and a power of 
attorney made by the said Sawyer to Thomas Settle, being also produced and 
filed — on consideration thereof it is ordered and decreed by the Court that the 
Clerk and Master of this Court pay the share of the said John Oliver dec’d of 
the proceeds of the Lands in the petition mentioned to Thomas Settle the 
attorney in fact of said Sawyer and take his receipt for the same. 


It is apparent from this record that John Oliver, son of James, is dead by 
1859. This considerable detail is included here because of the great impor- 
tance of this John Oliver to our research. These records leave no doubt that 
James Oliver’s son, John, born 1785 is not our John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) 
of Cades Cove, Tennessee. 

Polly Oliver, born 1787, married William Goff. No marriage record has 
been found, but descendants place the date as 1806-07 in Rockingham 
County. Mrs. Frances Anderson and Mrs. Cyril L. Johnson of Russelville, 
Indiana, Mr. Charles Goff of Midwest, Oklahoma, and Mrs. Harriet Goff 
(her husband, William Wayne Goff, Dec’d) of Denver, Colorado, are all 
descendants of James Oliver’s daughter Mary “Polly” Goff and William 
Goff. These descendants said William Goff moved his family to Indiana 
from Rockingham County. William Goff, born 20 November 1781 in North 
Carolina, died in Owen County, Indiana about 1848. His wife, Polly, died in 
Owen County before 1843 as William remarried Nancy Miller, 20 March 
1843, in Putnam County, Indiana. 
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Sally Oliver, born 1789, married William Shepherd 17 January 1809 in 
Rockingham County. As shown in the above census William Shepherd was 
in Rockingham County as late as 1870 where his age is given as 85. Sarah 
(Sally) died between 1860-70. One of her daughters, Sally, unmarried, born 
20 April 1831, died 1 March 1911, is buried in the Kallam Grove Christian 
Church Cemetery in Rockingham County, North Carolina. 

Susannah Oliver, born 1791, married James Lumbrick, 28 May 1812. 
James Lumbrick moved his family to Coles County, Illinois by 1840. 
Susannah is dead by 1850 and James by 1859. A legal petition filed in the 
Rockingham County Court of Equity, Spring Term 1859, by an attorney of 
Coles County, Illinois, identified the heirs of Susannah and James Lumbrick, 
deceased, and requested payment of their distributive shares of the Estate of 
James Oliver. As we have indicated, James Oliver’s wife, Susannah, who had 
a life estate had died about 1856 and this action was part of the final admin- 
istration of the remaining property. Susannah Oliver and James Lumbrick’s 
children were identified as Elizabeth (Betsy), Polly, Susannah, Fanny 
married to George Oliver and Samuel. George Oliver was the son of 
Abraham Oliver and his wife, Fanny Lumbrick, was his cousin. The minutes 
for the Rockingham County Court of Equity for March 1859 contain the 
Court’s order for distribution of the shares of the Estate of James Oliver of 
ten minor grandchildren of James Lumbrick and Susannah Oliver. 

James Oliver, Jr., born 1791, as we have indicated probably did not 
survive. The census records from 1800 to 1830 and his absence from his 
father’s Will appear to support this conclusion. 

Samuel Oliver, born 1794, was married to Obedience Alley. Rockingham 
County Court Minutes of February 1844 state; “It is ordered that adminis- 
tration on the estate of Samuel Oliver to Alexander M. Searcy and was 
qualified accordingly.” A descendant, Robert Scott, originally from Jeffer- 
son County, Indiana, contacted by us, confirmed Samuel Oliver’s date of 
death from the Family Bible as 9 October 1843. Obedience is identified as the 
wife of Samuel Oliver in the Rockingham County Court Minutes of May 
1844 which gave her a years allowance from her husband’s estate. His wife, 
Obedience reportedly moved the family from Rockingham County, North 
Carolina to Jefferson County, Indiana in 1845. In the Jefferson County, 
Indiana Census for 1850 Obedience, age 48, is listed with children John H. 
19, Alexander 17, James 16, Martha 14 and Pleasant G. 9. There are some 5 
to 6 other older children not listed with Obedience including Ruth Oliver 
married to Squire Martin. They are also listed in the 1850 Jefferson County, 
Indiana Census as Squire Martin, age 21, Ruth, age 21 and Anella F. 11/12. 
Ruth is Robert Scott’s ancestor. 

Elizabeth Oliver, born 1796. It appears that Elizabeth was still single when 
James wrote his Will in 1829. Nothing more is known of her. 

Nancy Oliver, born 1797, married Thomas Barker. We do not have the 
marriage record. We show Thomas Barker above in the 1830 Rockingham 
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County Census. In 1834, he is included in the list of “Removables” from the 
County Tax List indicating he had moved away. He probably migrated west. 

Estate papers of James Oliver include inventory of property sold by the 
administrator, Alexander M. Searcy, July 30, 1856, which appears to fix the 
date of his wife, Susannah’s death in 1855 or 1856. 

The Rev. Pinckney Oliver (1911 Oliver Genealogy) said that the majority 
of the descendants of James Oliver settled in the State of Indiana. He visited 
the home of Samuel Oliver, a grandson of James Oliver, in Indiana in 1895. 
He also confirmed that James Oliver’s daughter, Sarah, married William 
Shepherd, raised a large family, and lived in Rockingham County, North 
Carolina until their deaths. 

James Oliver’s name appears in the Minutes of the Rockingham County 
Court of Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions some 30 times from the 1790’s 
to his death in 1840. He is named as a son of George Oliver in the Land 
Division in 1801 and joined his brothers, Abraham, Jesse and Peter Oliver, 
in the deed to Thomas Searcy in 1818 of the lands of his father, George 
Oliver. Some 12 land transactions are recorded for him in Rockingham 
County including two purchases from John Oliver of 100 and 200 acres on 
Hogan’s Creek in 1793. From these deeds and all the other information on 
James there is little doubt he lived and died on Hogan’s Creek a short 
distance upstream from his father, George Oliver’s home where Hogan’s 
Creek empties into Dan River. His land holdings were above average, 
totalling 633 acres value at $2,000 on the County Tax List for 1815. The total 
value of his estate by his administrator in 1857, after some 17 years use by his 
widow, was $6,279.78, a goodly sum for that day. 

Our final and obvious conclusion on James Oliver was that he was not the 
father of our ancestor, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), of Cades Cove, 
Tennessee. 

We leave James with a sense of pride in his Revolutionary War service, 
especially his participation in the Battle of Guilford Court House and his 
apparent active service as a respected and honorable member of his 
community and State. In 1852, the attorney submitting Susannah’s applica- 
tion for a pension said, “Her husband from Patriotic motives never applied 
for a pension in his lifetime, being as he said able to live without taxing his 
country.” Truly the spirit of the Revolution lived in the heart of this old 
soldier, an example then and still a standard of high honor today. 


CHARLES OLIVER, 1750/ 55-1833 


Almost nothing is known about Charles Oliver. From the Commissioner’s 
report on the Land Division of George Oliver’s (1726-1786) land in 1801, we 
know he was the son of George Oliver. 
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At the November Term in 1784 of the Guilford County Court of Common 
Pleas and General Sessions we find this entry in the minutes: 


John Hunter collector of Dan River District for the year 1782 produced a list 
of Insolvents for that year which was allowed by the Court (to-wit) James 
Cook, George Carter . . . Charles Oliver. 


The Dan River District was the northern part of Guilford County that 
became Rockingham County in 1785. This places Charles Oliver in the 
general area where his father, George Oliver, lived. At the November Term 
in 1787 of the Rockingham County Court of Common Pleas and Quarter 
Sessions, Charles Oliver is again listed as follows: 


Ordered that John Lemon be allowed the following list of insolvents in Gallo- 
way’s District, Leaks and Pedy’s District (to-wit) Charles Oliver — | pole.... 


John Lemon was the father of Susannah Lemon, the wife of James Oliver 
who was the brother of Charles Oliver. There is little doubt that this is the 
same Charles, son of George Oliver. Insolvents were persons who could not 
pay their taxes, some because of poverty. Others appeared on these lists 
because they had left the State. The appearance of Charles on two lists of 
Insolvents indicates his category was “poverty.” The tax indicated here was a 
poll tax which applied to males at least 21 years old. This would mean that in 
1782 Charles was at least 21 years old with date of birth no later than 1761. 
We suspect he was older than this minimum age of 21 and was probably 
born 1750 to 1755. It seems likely he was named for his mother’s father, 
Charles Reagan, of Stafford County, Virginia. Generally, the names of 
grandparents were given to the oldest children which suggests Charles was 
one of the first of George Oliver and Jemima Reagan’s sons born after their 
marriage on | August 1745. Charles Oliver does not appear in any other 
record for Rockingham County, North Carolina or adjoining counties or in 
the State of North Carolina, South Carolina or Virginia. 

In 1824, Charles was named a defendant in the suit in Equity by Thomas 
Searcy to Quiet Title to the George Oliver lands. The Equity Minutes of this 
action in Rockingham County begins, “It appearing to the Court that Isaac 
Oliver and John Oliver and Charles Oliver, three of the defendants to this 
Bill reside out of this State ....” This information, perhaps the most impor- 
tant found in our search in Rockingham County, tells us Charles, son of 
George Oliver, is still alive in 1824 and along with brothers Isaac and John 
resides out of the State of North Carolina. 

This we felt was a major breakthrough because a Charles Oliver appears 
with our people in Carter County, Tennessee in 1833. Our great-great-grand- 
father, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), came from Carter County, Tennessee to 
Cades Cove, Tennessee in 1821. He and his brother, George R. Oliver, 
entered the War of 1812 from Carter County in 1814. George was here about 
1809-10 and we believe their parents also lived here from about this time. 
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This history, summarized in Chapter VII provides the basis of the profile of 
our Tennessee Olivers. The Carter County Court of Common Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions contains the following for May 15, 1833: 


On motion it is ordered by the Court that George Oliver be appointed Admin- 
istrator of all and singular the goods and chattles, rights and credits of Charles 
Oliver, deceased, with Christian Carriger in the sum of five hundred dollars 
and was qualified according to law. 


This is George R. Oliver, brother of my great-great-grandfather, John 
Oliver, of Carter County, Tennessee. As we related in Chapter VI on George 
R. Oliver, a local historian for Carter County was to write in the 1950’s that 
he saw a record of the Administration of the Estate of Charles Oliver 
containing a claim for his service “in the late war.” 

Is this the same Charles Oliver, son of George Oliver, of Rockingham 
County, North Carolina? All the evidence indicates that he is. First, we now 
know that our Carter County, Tennessee, Olivers came from Rockingham 
County, North Carolina. Second, Charles, one of the Rockingham County, 
North Carolina Olivers, and a son of George, is alive and residing out of the 
state in 1824. Third, Charles Oliver was a young man in Rockingham 
County in 1776-82 and was undoubtedly involved in the Revolutionary War, 
probably along with his father, George Sr., and his brothers, George Jr., 
James and John as members of the local militia unit. The reference to a 
claim for Charles Oliver in Carter County, Tennessee, in 1833 for service “in 
the late war,” was, we believe, in regard to the Revolutionary War. Pensions 
had not been authorized for service in the War of 1812 at this time. However, 
Congress had just the year before on June 7, 1832, passed an act providing 
for pensions for an aggregate length of service in the Revolutionary War of 
at least six months. This act included militia, as well as, Continental service. 
Previous pension acts had been passed in 1818 and 1828, but this Act of 1832 
was the major enabling act on pensions for veterans of the war. This was the 
“Big News” of the day and old soldiers still living throughout the states 
hurried to present their claims. Almost certainly, the reference to Charles 
Oliver’s claim in 1833 Court records meant he had served in the Revolution 
and was in the process of submitting his application for pension at the time 
of his death. Fourth, the absence of marriage, land or census records for 
Charles Oliver up to 1833 indicates he was never married. This, along with 
the Court record of insolvency in 1782 and 1787, suggests he lived with 
family members or neighbors as possibly a farm laborer. Perhaps Charles 
followed or accompanied our ancestor, the brother who moved to Carter 
County, Tennessee in 1809-10, and lived with family members until his death 
in 1833. His administrator in 1833, George R. Oliver, would have been his 
nephew. It is also possible that the Nancy Oliver, age 62, born in North 
Carolina, listed in the Carter County, Tennessee Census of 1850 in the 
household of John Oliver, son of George R. Oliver, could be the widow of 
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Charles Oliver. If so, her birth in 1788 indicates she is a second wife or that 
Charles did not marry until later in life, perhaps a more likely possibility 
considering no record for him was found. 

The foregoing assumes that Charles Oliver of Carter County, Tennessee, 
1833, was not the father of our Cades Cove, Tennessee, John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863). As we have previously discussed this is possible, but highly 
unlikely because of the pattern of names of children and grandchildren of 
our John of Cades Cove and his brothers, George R. of Carter County, 
Tennessee and James Oliver of Georgia. The name Charles appears only 
once in their children. This, coupled with the evidence accumulated on 
Charles Oliver in Rockingham County, North Carolina definitely rules him 
out, we believe, as our ancestor. 

However, because of the importance of this possible link to the Rocking- 
ham County George Oliver, we did exhaustive research to further identify 
Charles Oliver. Revolutionary War records, including pensions, rejected 
pension applications, bounty land applications, land grants, census, marriage 
and court records in North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia and Tennes- 
see were researched. Of specific interest was the Rev. Pinckney Oliver’s 
statement that George Oliver (1726-1786) raised a large family of sons and 
possibly some daughters, “some of whom removed to and settled in South 
Carolina.” This led us to research South Carolina records where we located a 
Charles Oliver in the 1800-1820 census for Edgefield County as follows: 


1800 Census 


1 male (Charles) — 26-45 1 female (wife) — 26-45 

1 male — Under 10 2 females -— Under 10 
1810 Census 

I male (Charles) — 45 and over 1 female (wife) — 26-45 

1 male — 16-26 2 females — 10-16 

2 males — Under 10 2 females — Under 10 
1820 Census 

1 male — 45 and over 1 female (wife) — 45 and over 

| male — 16-18 1 female — 16-26 

| male — 10-16 1 female — 10-16 

2 males — Under 10 


This Charles Oliver purchased 100 acres of land in 1816, another 31 acres in 
1819 and sold 31 acres in 1819. His wife, Winny Oliver, relinquished her 
right of dower to the 1819 deed. No other records of this Charles Oliver after 
1820 census were found. (In 1814 a Charles Oliver made a marriage contract 
with Martha Green in Richmond District of South Carolina.) We recall that 
three of the children of our great-great-grandfather, John Oliver (1780/90- 
1863), of Cades Cove, Tennessee gave South Carolina as his place of birth on 
the 1880 census. Although John gave North Carolina as his place of birth in 
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1850 and 1860, this small straw could mean these children remembered 
discussion of some family connection with South Carolina. However, after 
much time and effort we simply could not link the Charles of Edgefield 
County, South Carolina to the Charles of Rockingham County, North 
Carolina and Carter County, Tennessee. 

Perhaps the record of Charles Oliver will never be known. Only a small 
percent of the soldiers of the Revolution would live to 1832 and qualify for a 
pension. For many, no other record of their service survived and their 
sacrifice, deeds and feats of battle are long lost to history. Our research 
indicates Charles Oliver was one of them, a member of a noble band for a 
noble cause. 


ELIJAH OLIVER, 1748/50-18__ 


Like his brother, Charles, the history of Elijah Oliver is shrouded in 
mystery. We know he was the son of George Oliver, although few records of 
him have survived. 

Our first record is from the Rowan County Minutes of the Court of 
Common Pleas and Quarter Sessions of 13 February 1769. Elijah (Elija) 
Oliver is listed on a petition to build a “merchant mill on Hoganses Creek 
near Dann... .” As we discussed in Chapter X, this petition also included 
the name of George Oliver and his neighbors who appear over and over 
again in the records of this frontier community then located in Rowan, and 
later in that part of Guilford that became Rockingham County in 1785. 
There seems little doubt that this Elijah Oliver is George Oliver’s son. His 
appearance this early on a petition would mean he was an adult, probably 21 
years old at least. If so, he was probably born in 1748-50, shortly after his 
parents were married | August 1745. This indicates that he was likely the 
first or second son. Little more can be inferred from this petition. This grain 
mill was extremely important to these first settlers and the petition’s author, 
John M. Mahan, no doubt, obtained the signatures of every man available 
including young men still living with their parents. Lack of other records for 
Elijah during this period indicates he may have been unmarried, living at 
home with his parents. 

We next find Elijah Oliver in this community in the Guilford County 
Court Minutes in August 1783 where he was appointed by the Court as a 
Patroller. Again, in November 1784 he, along with John Oliver, were 
appointed Patrollers on Dan River “from the mouth of Smith’s River to the 
Surry County line.” Created by a 1753 law, these Court appointed Patrollers 
were given the task of policing County districts for unauthorized travel or 
activities of slaves. Appointment probably indicated a certain degree of 
trustworthiness, maturity, physical fitness and responsibility of the indi- 
vidual as would generally be the case with County law enforcement officials. 
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These same qualities, plus his age of 26-28 in 1776 would also make him a 
likely soldier in the Revolution, though no service record was found. 

The only other references to Elijah Oliver in the Court Minutes are his 
listing as a son in the Land Division report of George Oliver in 1801 and the 
following excerpt for the August 1799 Term: 


George Oliver vs. Mary Oliver of the Heirs of George Oliver, Deceased, .... It 
appearing to the satisfaction of the court that Elijah Oliver one of the heirs of 
George Oliver, Deceased is inhabitant of this State. It is therefore ordered by 
the Court that the said Elijah Oliver appear at the next County Court of 
Rockingham on the Fourth Monday next and answer the Petition of George 
Oliver, otherwise the Petition will be taken proconfesso against him and this 
ordered published in some newspaper of this State. 


We discussed this Court Minute in Chapter X and stated our belief that this 
suit by George Oliver Jr. (1760-1844/45), was brought to force an accounting 
and division of the personal property of George Oliver Sr. The Court’s 
Execution Docket has this entry: 


Executions Returnable to May Term 1801, Office vs. George Oliver heirs— 
nothing found. 


This entry was repeated in August and November 1801, and in February and 
May 1802, stating nothing was found. The inference from this is that Elijah 
was (1) the principle heir involved; (2) he was residing in the State, but 
apparently not in a nearby county; and (3) the Court was not able to attach 
his property or the property of the other heirs to satisfy a judgement 
apparently rendered against them by the Court in favor of the plaintiff, 
George Oliver, Jr. 

This does not help us much on Elijah Oliver, but it is all that we have. 
What is more important here is what we did not find on this man. First, he is 
not listed as owning land in the deed records for this area from the 1770’s to 
the 1850’s. Second, no other reference to him was found in Court Minutes 
through 1850. Third, no census record lists an Elijah Oliver who could be 
this man except possibly in adjoining Surry County in 1810. Our search for 
him extended to all the counties of North Carolina and into Virginia, South 
Carolina and Tennessee. What happened to him after 1801 is a mystery. His 
name, Elijah, is found in his brother Peter Oliver’s son and grandson and in 
the Tennessee Olivers where my great-grandfather was named Elijah. Also, 
the brother of my great-great-grandfather, George R. Oliver of Carter 
County, Tennessee, had a grandson named Elijah Oliver. 

Of course, Elijah was a common name at this time and there were other 
Olivers with this name. One man named Elijah Oliver lived in South 
Carolina in this time period, but his family did not match the Rockingham 
County, North Carolina Olivers. Our research on another Elijah Oliver of 
Virginia and North Carolina was also disappointing. This Elijah first 
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appears in Prince Edward County, Virginia land records in 1775 (purchase 
of 400 acres) and, 1776 to 1778 when he sold these tracts totaling this 400 
acres. The last deed of 18 July 1778 identifies this Elijah Oliver as “of the 
County of Cumberland (Va.).” At the July Court 1778, Elijah Oliver’s wife, 
Susannah, relinquished her right of dower to this land. Descendants of this 
Elijah Oliver think Susannah was a Sharpe. We believe this is the same 
Elijah Oliver who is listed in the State Census for Surry County, North 
Carolina in 1786 with 3 males under 21 and 7 females, and in Wilkes County, 
North Carolina in 1787 with 4 males under 21 and 6 females. This almost 
perfect match of the 10 children in 1786 and 1787 makes a convincing case 
that Elijah moved from Surry to Wilkes between 1786 and 1787. Wilkes 
County research indicated Elijah died in 1789. His wife, Susannah, is in the 
1790 census with eight children, with 4 males and 4 females, and again in 
1800 with two males 10-16, and one female 10-16. This Elijah Oliver 
purchased 455 acres for 150 pounds in January 1787 in Wilkes County. His 
descendants say he was in the Revolution. North Carolina research shows an 
Elijah Oliver’s heir given 640 acres for 84 months service which perhaps is 
this man. His death in 1789 rule him out as Elijah Oliver of Rockingham 
County, North Carolina, son of George Oliver (1726-1786). However, his 
migration from Prince Edward County, Virginia in 1778, coupled with the 
coincidence of his name and dates, suggests a family relationship. 

Two other Elijah Olivers in Surry County Census records were researched. 
One a young Elijah Oliver, age 16-26 with one female, age 16-26 is listed in 
1800. A Surry County Marriage Bond for Elijah Oliver to Polly Hicks 15 
August 1800 is likely this man. 

The other Elijah Oliver appears in the Surry County 1810 Census, age 45 
and over, with two males, 16-26, and one female 26-45. According to a 
descendant, Lloyd Oliver of San Antonio, Texas, this is his ancestor, named 
Ahijah Oliver who is in the 1790 and 1800 Stokes County Census. 
Comparison of these census records supports this and we conclude this is not 
our Elijah Oliver of Rockingham County, North Carolina. 

This brings us to the end of a long trail on Elijah Oliver. As with Charles, 
the evidence was not found to fully evaluate him. Because he is not named in 
the 1824 suit by Thomas Searcy to Quiet Title to the George Oliver lands, we 
assume he is dead. At this time absolutely nothing more could be found on 
him. However, what little we did find leads us to believe he is not our 
ancestor. However, it is possible he could have married and raised a large 
family without ever appearing in a deed, court minute or census record. We 
recall the almost non-existence of surviving records in Carter County, 
Tennessee from 1810 to 1818/19, the time our ancestor was probably there. 
Yet, all we have is that he was named Elijah, born about 1748-S0, living in 
George Oliver’s home community as late as 1784, and later named one of 
George’s sons in 1801. Sadly, we leave Elijah Oliver, who like so many of 
America’s pioneers, simply vanished from history. 
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One last parting thought on Elijah should be included here. In the 1830 
Census for Surry County, North Carolina, is listed a David Oliver, age 
30-40, and his wife, age 30-40, with two males under 5, one male 5-10, one 
female under 5 and one female 10-15. If Elijah raised a family in Surry 
County, it appears likely his children would have been born from about 1775 
to 1800. This David, born 1790-1800, could be a son as well as the young 
Elijah Oliver listed in the 1800 Surry County Census referenced above. No 
further records for David or this young Elijah were found. However, a 
David Oliver, age 55, who has never been identified, is listed in my great- 
great-grandfather’s, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), household in Cades Cove, 
Tennessee in the 1850 Census. This match of name and age supports the 
possibility that this is Elijah Oliver’s son David visiting his first cousin, John 
Oliver. This is, of course, speculation, but sufficiently plausible to warrant 
mention here. 


THE REMAINING SON 


By a process of elimination, we have determined none of the nine sons of 
George Oliver (1726-1786) is our ancestor—the father of John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863) of Carter County and Cades Cove, Tennessee. This leaves 
John Oliver, one of the first, we believe, sons of George Oliver. The 
following chapter will detail our research on this man and end with our final 
conclusions. 

Finally, as we take leave of these nine sons of George Oliver, we feel most 
fortunate to have walked back in time with them and their families. To have 
briefly, in a small way, shared their lives and times more than compensates 
for all the hours, travel and effort in research. Last, we come away from this 
experience with a deep sense of pride in the honor of the heritage they have 
passed down to us. 


Chapter XII 


The Missing Link 
John Oliver Sr., 1750/55 - 1826/30 


Our long search for the father of our great-great-grandfather, John Oliver 
(1780/ 90-1863), begun in 1930 by my father, John W. Oliver (1878-1966), in 
Cades Cove, Tennessee, now comes down to the last remaining son of 
George Oliver and Jemima Reagan in Rockingham County, North Carolina. 

This search has taken us all over the United States, England and Scotland. 
In Carter County, Tennessee we discovered the critical link, George R. 
Oliver (1785-1863), a brother of my great-great-grandfather. From this man 
and another brother, James Oliver of Georgia, we were able to combine all 
the known history of our Cades Cove ancestors into a profile of their ancestral 
family who we discovered came to Carter County, Tennessee from North 
Carolina about 1809/10. Here again is a restatement of this profile of the 
family in North Carolina we were looking for: 


John or George Oliver of Scotch-Irish descent with wife, Mary or Martha; 
both born in the 1750's; married about 1778-80 with one male child born 
1780-90 (John); one male child born 1785 (George R. Oliver); one male child 
born 1799 (James); one female child born 1788 (Nancy); one female child born 
about 1790 (Agnes); one female child born 1790-95 (Mary); and, possibly two 
or three other children. George R. Oliver, son, married 1803-06 to Susannah 
White with one male child born 1807 (John) likely living in the same county up 
to 1810. Migration of this entire family group to Carter County, Tennessee 
between 1807 and 1810. 


The name of Charles Oliver in Carter County, Tennessee, possibly a soldier 
of the Revolution, dead in 1833 with George R. Oliver, Administrator, is 
also part of this profile. 

The preceding chapters summarize the difficult and frustrating research 
over seven years to locate this family. Piece by piece, bit by bit, thousands of 
records were analyzed. The Federal Census, but one example, was screened 
(microfilm read) from 1790 to 1850 for Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Georgia, Ala- 
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bama, Mississippi, Texas and Arkansas and each Oliver listed (See 
Appendix). This, plus the enormous undertaking of a detailed search of the 
records of 42 North Carolina counties, finally brought us to Rockingham 
County, North Carolina and the ten sons of George Oliver (1726-1786). 

In the previous chapter we summarized our research on the known history 
of nine of George Oliver’s sons and concluded that none of these men was 
our ancestor. The remaining son, John Oliver (1750/55-1826/30), is the 
subject of this chapter. 

We believe John was one of the oldest sons of George Oliver and Jemima 
Reagan, named for his grandfather and born about 1750-55. Our history of 
him begins with his place of birth and proceeds chronologically step by step 
with each piece of information our research uncovered. This history is 
detailed in the following paragraphs. 


PLACE OF BIRTH, 1750-55 


George Oliver (1726-1786), married Jemima Reagan | August 1745 in 
Stafford County, the English colony of Virginia. We believe John, born 
between 1750 and 1755, was named for his grandfather, John Oliver. It is 
possible that George and Jemima were still living in Stafford County at the 
time of John’s birth. Our next record of George Oliver is a Virginia Land 
Grant of 200 acres in 1756 in Albemarle County, Virginia about 90 miles 
southwest of Stafford County. We do not know the location of this family 
from 1745 to 1756, but suspect they either remained in Stafford or were 
somewhere between Stafford and Albemarle County. However, the St. 
Paul’s Parish Register, which contains the early records of George Oliver 
and his parents, does not give the name and date of birth of his children 
although this information was being recorded during this period as late as 
1798. If we assume the Parish Registry is accurate, this indicates George, and 
his wife, Jemima Reagan, moved out of the parish shortly after their 
marriage in 1745 before John was born. 

From Albemarle County, we know the family moved south to Prince 
Edward County, Virginia in about 1757 when George purchased 350 acres 
of land on Vaughn’s Creek. John was about 1-7 years old at this time. We 
believe the family lived here until 1767 when George sold 400 acres of land, 
which is the total acreage of record he had purchased in Prince Edward 
County. It is likely John grew to early manhood here and accompanied or 
followed his parents to their new home at the mouth of Hogan’s Creek on 
Dan River in present day Rockingham County, North Carolina. This move 
took place sometime between 1767 and 1769 when we definitely identify the 
family in North Carolina. 

Growing up in Virginia, John would have had access to the educational 
opportunities there. Of all the English Colonies, Virginia perhaps was the 
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most advanced affording many advantages of the Mother Country, including 
some opportunity for education. This is evident in our research of John. 
From the many deeds signed by him, we know that he could write his name, 
indicating some degree of literacy. We do not have a signature record for 
Charles or Elijah, who being next to John, perhaps, also shared this 
advantage of growing up in Virginia. This is a most important bit of history 
on John as it marks him as the exception of his day when most men, 
especially in the frontier, were uneducated and could not write their name. 
John’s father, George, and the other sons were in this category having signed 
all their deeds by an “X”. 

John’s ability to sign his name recalls that “John Oliver Sr.,” the 
bondsman for James Perry and Mary (Polly) Oliver in Carter County, 
Tennessee on 20 May 1815, also signed his name. This is the only record 
found in Carter County, Tennessee in the 1810-20 period of an Oliver who 
could be our ancestor. All census records and Court Minutes are lost and 
land records show no Olivers. Because this is the period when our Oliver 
ancestors were in Carter County, this marriage record is of enormous 
importance, indicating as it does the presence here of a John Oliver Sr. in 
1815. Mary Oliver is undoubtedly his daughter, giving us another priceless 
bit of information on this family. Our great-great-grandfather, John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863), was married in 1814 in Carter County, Tennessee which 
indicates that this John Oliver Sr. was his father. 


PETITION OF THE INHABITANTS OF 
GUILFORD COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, 1773 


John Oliver’s name appears on this petition of 1773 in Guilford County 
which opposed proposed changes to a previous plan for “fixing the Court 
House, Prison and Stocks.” We referred to this petition in Chapter X which 
also contained the signature of George Oliver and his brothers-in-law, John 
and James Reagan. The signers included some 248 names, many of whom 
frequently appear in later records of Rockingham County after its formation 
from Guilford in 1785. All of our information indicates that George Oliver 
was the only Oliver family here at this time. If ‘so, this John Oliver is 
probably his son. His name does not appear on a previous petition to build a 
mill on Hogan’s Creek in 1769, signed by George Oliver and Elijah Oliver, 
who we believe was George’s son. The absence of John Oliver’s name on this 
earlier petition could mean that John was not in North Carolina at this time 
and followed the family here from Prince Edward County, Virginia to North 
Carolina sometime between 1769 and 1773. 

Throughout this analysis we are giving considerable significance to 
records of Olivers living close together in small frontier communities which 
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almost certainly indicates family relationships. Considering these communi- 
ties were settled by families who traveled and stayed close together because 
of strong family ties and for security and survival, these records, when 
considered with a long pattern of other associations, are extremely impor- 
tant. Viewed in this context, we believe this 1773 petition is the earliest 
record of John Oliver, son of George Oliver and Jemima Reagan. 


THE MOORE’S CREEK BRIDGE CAMPAIGN OF 1776 


John Oliver is listed as a private in the Militia Company commanded by 
Capt. John Nelson, with Alexr Nelson, Lieut., and Josiah Gates, Ensign, in 
the Moore’s Creek Bridge Campaign of 1776. 

By the end of 1775, effective rule and control of North Carolina under the 
Royal Colonial Governor, Josiah Martin, had all but ceased to exist. 
Although containing the largest percent of Loyalist of the colonies, the State 
was now almost completely independent of British control. In a desperate 
action to return North Carolina to Royal Rule, Governor Martin, secluded 
in a ship off shore, attempted to mobilize Loyalist elements in early 1776 to 
meet at Cross Creek (present day Fayetteville) and march on the seaport of 
Wilmington. This posed a serious threat because of the addition to the Tory 
ranks of men from the large settlements of loyal Scotch Highlanders. 

Capt. John Nelson’s company was part of Col. James Martin’s Guilford 
County Militia who was ordered to take Cross Creek and prevent the march 
on Wilmington. This expedition was to late as the Tory army had already 
begun its march. However, the Tories were finally intercepted and defeated 
about 18 miles from Wilmington by North Carolina Militia Regiments 
under Colonels Lillington and Caswell at the Battle of Moore’s Creek Bridge 
on 27 February 1776. 

John Oliver’s participation in this campaign is very important to our 
history. We can positively identify this company of militia as the men of the 
local community in that part of Guilford County where George Oliver lived. 
These militia companies generally were composed of the men of the 
community where they were located and commanded by officers who were 
local citizens. In 1779, this same company commanded by John Nelson, has 
Josiah Gates as Lieutenant and lists George Oliver as Ensign. As we 
discussed in Chapter X, this was George Oliver, father of John. John’s 
brothers, George Jr. and James, both indicated they had served in this 
company and were in the Battle of Guilford Court House. This is persuasive 
evidence that the John Oliver listed in 1776 in this same unit, in this same 
local community, is John Oliver, son of George. The list of rank and file 
after 1776 for this unit has not survived, but we believe it reasonable to 
assume John continued as a member of this company during the Revolution. 
In 1781, this company, as part of Col. James Martin’s Militia Regiment, was 
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in service during the Battle of Guilford Court House some 15 miles south. 
Because of the desperate circumstances of Cornwallis’s invasion of North 
Carolina, there was enormous pressure to bring every available man into 
service for this battle. Given this situation and the known record of George 
Oliver and his sons as members of this militia unit, we think it highly likely 
John Oliver was among the troops who faced Lord Cornwallis on 15 March 
1781 at Guilford Court House. 

One other possible tour of duty by John Oliver in this militia company 
should be mentioned here. John H. Wheeler writing his Historical Sketches 
of North Carolina in 1851, in his biographical sketch of Col. James Martin, 
stated that he was Colonel of Guilford Militia against the Tories at 
Fayetteville (the Cross Creek Campaign, February 1776) and with General 
Rutherford on the expedition against the Cherokees (in the summer of 
1776). The Guilford Regiment joined General Rutherford at Martinsville, 
North Carolina on 23 July 1776, under command of Col. James Martin. 
Rutherford’s successful campaign against the Cherokees across the Blue 
Ridge in the Tennessee Valley involved burning a number of Indian towns, 
including Watauga. This was the area that became Carter County after 
Tennessee was admitted to the Union in 1796, and where our ancestor 
moved to from North Carolina in 1809-10. Since John Oliver was with this 
militia unit in February 1776, we think it likely he was with the same unit 
under Col. Martin in this expedition against the Cherokees in Tennessee five 
months later in July 1776. If so, he would have become very well acquainted 
with this rich Tennessee country and specifically the area of Watauga, which 
may have motivated him to return here with his family in 1809-10. This is, of 
course, speculation and another of those small straws that characterize our 
research of this man. 


CHRONOLOGY OF RECORDS OF JOHN OLIVER 
AFTER THE REVOLUTION 1781 TO 1808 


All the following records after 1785 are in Rockingham County, North 
Carolina. 


NOVEMBER 6, 1784, DEED RECORDS. 


Josiah Gates and his wife Caty to John Oliver of Guilford County, North 
Carolina for 100 pounds, 250 acres in Guilford County, North Carolina on 
Hoganes Creek adjacent Josiah Gates, Hezekia Gates and Gilliland. November 
6, 1784. Thomas Henderson, Samuel! Henderson. 


Josiah Gates and wife Caty to John Oliver of Guilford County, North Carolina 
for 50 pounds, 100 acres in Guilford County, North Carolina, on Dan River, 
adjacent his own line, Hezekiah Gates and Gilliland. November 6, 1784. 
Thomas Henderson, Samuel Henderson. 
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These are the first records of land purchases by John Oliver. The location 
on Hogan’s Creek and Dan River is the home community of John’s father, 
George Oliver. Henderson and Gilliland are neighbors whose names appear 
here again and again in County Records. Note this area was in Guilford 
County in 1784, but became Rockingham County in 1785. The Josiah Gates 
here is likely the same Josiah Gates who was Captain of the Militia 
Company from this community in the Revolution. 


NOVEMBER, 1784, COURT MINUTES 


John Oliver and brother, Elijah, were appointed “Patrollers” on Dan 
River. We discussed this entry in the last chapter on Elijah Oliver. Also, 
listed here was William Asten who named John Oliver’s wife, Mary, and 
daughter, Rebecca, in his Will in 1792 which we discuss in a later paragraph. 
As with our comment on Elijah, this appointment indicated a reasonable 
degree of physical fitness, responsibility and maturity, all qualities that 
would have qualified John for duty as a soldier during the Revolution. 


MAY 23, 1786, DEED RECORDS. 


Zachariah Standley of Louisa County, Virginia to John Oliver of Rockingham 
County, North Carolina for 53 pounds, six shillings and eight pence, 100 acres 
on Hogans Creek on south side of Dan River in Rockingham County, North 
Carolina. May 23, 1786. John Hunter Jr. 


This acreage gave John a total of 450 acres in the Hogans Creek settlement 
by 1786, a sizable holding, indicating above average wealth. 
MAY, 1787, COURT MINUTES. 

John Oliver was listed as a juror. This signified that he was an established 
citizen, probably married and living in his own home on his own land. 
THE FEDERAL CENSUS OF 1790 FOR ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


The following is the first Federal Census of 1790 for the Olivers of 
Rockingham County, Salisbury District, North Carolina. 


Census Head of Family Males 16 & Up Males Females Slaves 
Page under 16 
169 John Oliver 1 (John) 2 3 0 
169 James Oliver 1 (James) 2 2 0 
169 Martha Oliver 1 4 5 (incl. Martha) 0 
168 William Oliver 1! (William) 1 I 0 


This, without question, is our most important record on the Rockingham 
County Olivers. James and William, discussed in the last chapter, are the 
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brothers of John, while Martha Oliver is his stepmother, the second wife of 
George Oliver (1726-1786). All are living close together as the census page 
numbers 168 and 169 indicate. Most important to us is the family of John. 
He has two boys under 16 years of age and two daughters and a wife whose 
ages were not given on the 1790 census. From our Tennessee research 
summarized in our Oliver Family profile, we thought our ancestor would 
have two sons and two daughters born in the 1780-90 period. This would be 
George born 1785 and John about 1787, with Nancy born about 1788 and 
Agness born about 1790 (See last chapter on final research). We speculated 
that our ancestor would be named John or George with wife, Mary or 
Martha, who he would have married about 1778-80. The match with this 
man, John Oliver, at this point was beyond our greatest expectations. The 
listing of two sons under 16 indicated they were born after 1774 and further 
pointed to a close age spacing of all four children in about a ten year space at 
most. Young families tended to have children in rapid succession on the 
average about every two to three years apart. If we accept this pattern here, 
we can date John’s marriage to 1778-80, exactly as we had forcast! This, 
also, generally matches our estimate of our ancestor’s date of birth in the 
1750’s or late 1740's. 


JULY, 1791, COURT MINUTES. 


John Oliver, John Reagan, William Asten, Jacob Whitworth and Robert 
Gilliland are among those appointed to view a road. 


John Reagan listed here is a brother of Jemima Reagan, John Oliver’s 
mother. John Reagan and brother, James Reagan, were named to the 
commission to divide George Oliver’s land at the August Term of Court, 
1800. However, James migrated to Knox County, Tennessee before the 
Commission Report was submitted in 1801. 


JURY DUTY, 1791 AND 1794, COURT MINUTES. 


John Oliver was selected as a juror in May and November 1791, May 1792 and 
August and November 1794. 


THE WILL OF WILLIAM ASTEN, MARCH 20, 1792, FROM 
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY WILL RECORDS. 


William Asten, March 20, 1792. Wife, Rebecca Asten. Legatees: Alexander 
Henderson (son of friend Thomas Henderson). Pleasant Henderson (son of 
friend Samuel Henderson of Beaver Island Creek). James Martin Henderson 
(son of friend Pleasant Henderson). Richard Henderson (eldest son of friend 
Samuel Henderson). Samuel Henderson (oldest son of friend Thomas Hender- 
son). William Henderson (son of Pleasant Henderson). Sons of my sister Ann 
Wall, Charles Asten Wall, William Asten Wall and John Wall. Sons of my 
brother George — John Asten (a devisee), Edwin Asten, George Asten. 
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William Todd (son of friend William Todd), James Martin (son of James 
Martin, heretofore of Henry County, Virginia). Thomas Caldwell Brent. To 
Molly Oliver, wife of John Oliver of Rockingham County, (one slave) and at 
the death of Molly Oliver, to Rebecca Oliver, daughter of said Molly to her 
and her heirs forever. Exrs: Wife, Rebecca, friend Pleasant Henderson. 
Witness: P. Henderson Jun., Sam Henderson, Gideon Johnson Jun. 


William Asten was dead by May, 1797, when the Court ordered his 
executor, Pleasant Henderson, to sell some of his property. This was 
probably a year’s allowance for his widow. We find the start of an 
incomplete new will by William Asten in July 1796. His wife has remarried 
by February 1799 when she petitioned the Court to appoint herself and her 
new husband, John Waller, executors of William Asten’s estate. 

William Asten’s Will is of enormous importance to our research. Here, we 
first learn that John Oliver’s wife is named Molly (Mary) with a daughter 
named Rebecca. This is the only positive proof we were to find of a 
document naming a child of John Oliver. This daughter married to William 
Cunningham Junior, in 1801, could be named for William Asten’s wife, 
Rebecca. Asten was a very wealthy man in 1792. It appears he had no 
children since none are named in his will. He is in this area as early as 1777 
and his name appears in Court Minutes in 1781, 1782, 1784, 1786, 1787, 
1788, 1791 and 1796, mostly as a Juror. He is named with John Oliver in 
Court Minutes in 1791 to view a road. His plantation was some two miles 
below the George Oliver home on Dan River. It is not clear why Molly 
Oliver and daughter, Rebecca, are named in this will. The word friend or 
relative is not used to describe them as with other devisees and legatees. Two 
other legatees, Thomas Caldwell Brent and James Martin, son of James 
Martin, are not identified as friends or relatives. We have no information on 
the identity of Brent. However, the Senior Martin is Col. James Martin of 
the Revolution who was living about two miles south of William Asten’s 
plantation in 1787. His son, James Martin Jr., named in this will, was to 
become a State Senator and Supreme Court Judge in Salisbury before 
moving to Mobile, Alabama where he died. A striking feature of this will is 
that its author, a wealthy man, named friends as legatees who were likewise 
influential men of his community. For Molly (Mary) Oliver, wife of John 
Oliver, and daughter Rebecca to be included in this distinguished company 
must have indicated a special relationship, most likely a sister to William 
Asten’s wife, Rebecca. 

We believe John Oliver and Mary married in North Carolina since it 
appears he was here as early as 1773. However, no record of his marriage has 
been found. After a 1741 law, marriage required posting of a bond (a public 
record) or publication of Banns (a church record), announcement of 
intention to marry by the church for three consecutive Sundays. Given the 
nature of this frontier environment, the independence of these people and 
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the lack of preservation of public records generally, it is understandable that 
many people simply ignored the law and, of the bonds executed, perhaps a 
small percent prior to 1800 have survived. Unfortunately, without a marriage 
bond or other evidence, we will probably never know the last name of Molly 
(Mary) Oliver. 

There is an interesting note on the Martin Family named in this will which 
we have previously eluded to. James was the brother of Alexander who was 
born in 1740 in New Jersey, was Governor of the State and one of the most 
distinguished citizens during this time. Their father, Hugh Martin, was a 
native of Tyrone County, Ireland who imigrated to New Jersey in 1721. The 
story of our great-great-grandfather (of Scotch-Irish descent) in Tennessee 
that they came from the Jerseys (New Jersey) coincides with this history of 
the Martins who were close neighbors on Dan River for over 30 years. 

Finally, there is a hint in this will that the relationship of John and Molly 
to William and Rebecca Asten might be a clue to the source of the 256 
pounds John paid for land purchased in 1784 and 1786. We believe from all 
the evidence, that these Olivers were relatively poor. Certainly the 230 acres 
owned by George Oliver (1726-1786), was not a mark of wealth. Where then 
would son, John, a young man in his thirties get 256 pounds in 1784-86 to 
purchase land? The most likely source would be from his wife or her family. 
Molly’s possible link to the Astens or even the affluent Martins could be the 
answer. 


JUNE 27, 1793, LAND GRANT RECORD. 
State of North Carolina to John Oliver, 50 acres on Hogan’s Creek adjacent 
own land, Robert Gilliland. June 27, 1793. 

JULY 13, 1793, DEED RECORD. 


John Oliver of Rockingham County, North Carolina to James Oliver for 50 
pounds, 100 acres on south side of Hogan’s Creek adjacent Josiah Gate’s ford 
on said creek. July 13, 1793. Witness: Philip Gates, Peter Oliver. 


John signed this deed as he did all his land transactions. Peter, a brother 
and a witness here, made his mark. The Josiah Gates mentioned in this deed 
is probably the same man that sold John his first land in 1784. 


JULY 13, 1793, DEED RECORD. 


John Oliver of Rockingham County, North Carolina, to Peter Oliver for 50 
pounds, 50 acres adjacent James Oliver, Robert Gilliland, July 13, 1793. 
Witnesses: Philip Gates, James Oliver. 


Here we see the family ties of George Oliver’s family. John is selling home 
sites to his brothers, Peter (above) and James on Hogan’s Creek, a short 
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distance from their father’s home. We believe James and Peter continued to 
live in this area for the remainder of their lives. 


MAY 26, 1795, DEED RECORD. 


John Oliver of Rockingham County, North Carolina, to Peter Oliver for 20 
pounds, 50 acres on Upper Hogan’s Creek adjacent Robert Gilliland, May 26, 
1795, 


This land appears to be in the same area of the previous deed from John to 
his brother, Peter, in 1793. 


DEED RECORD. 


John Oliver of Rockingham County, North Carolina, to James Oliver, 200 
acres on Upper Hogan’s Creek. Date and price omitted. Witness: W. Bethell. 


This deed brought to 300 acres the land deeded by John to his brother, 
James. We believe this undated deed was executed about 1795, because the 
deed was recorded in Deed Book D covering this period and acknowledged 
at the May 1796 Term of Court. 


MAY, 1795, COURT MINUTES. 
John Oliver appointed Constable replacing Pleasant Henderson, Esq. deceased. 


John Oliver continued as Constable to at least 1798 when Court Minutes 
for the May Term show he renewed his bond as Constable and gave 
“Stephen Sanders and Thomas Joyce, Securities in the sum of 250 pounds.” 
This record gives us a special insight of John Oliver. He was a respected 
citizen who would honor the trust of his neighbors. He was a responsible 
man with the force of character and intelligence for an officer of the Court. 
Sheriff’s duties extended to collecting taxes, executing judgments and 
making arrests. Court Minutes of 1796 record returns by John Oliver, “a 
Constable,” of an execution levied on one Nathaniel Linder. All this gives us 
a picture of a man who had a good reputation in this community. 


FEBRUARY 22, 1797, LAND GRANT. 


State of North Carolina to John Oliver, 60 acres on Dan River adjacent 
Robert Gilliland, Isaac Whitworth. February 22, 1797. 


This land appears to be in the same general vicinity of John Oliver’s other 
tracts. 


JANUARY 15, 1798, DEED RECORD. 


Isaac Whitworth to John Oliver for 83 pounds, 65 acres on the south side of 
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Dan River adjacent to said John Oliver and Thomas Brent. January 15, 1798. 
Witnesses: George Overton, Polly Overton. 


This is the last record of land purchased by John Oliver in Rockingham 
County. We note that Thomas Brent’s land is adjacent to this tract. This 
could be the Thomas Caldwell Brent named as a legatee in William Asten’s 
Will in 1792. Isaac Whitworth lived about two miles west of John Oliver on 
the south side of Dan River. 


AUGUST, 1798, COURT MINUTES. 
Thomas Branch v.s. John Oliver being sworn was continued. 


This brief entry in the August, 1798, Court Minutes may be extremely 
significant. We find no further record in the Court Minutes of this case, but 
suspect it could be related to actions taken against Thomas Branch by John 
Oliver in his official capacity as Constable. Executing judgments would 
require the Sheriff to search the subject’s home and lands and seize property 
to satisfy the debt. This, along with making arrests entailed risk of being 
sued which the Constable’s bond was intended to insure. John’s sale in 1800 
of all his remaining land may be connected with this suit. 


AUGUST, 1799, COURT MINUTES. 


George Oliver v.s. Mary Oliver of the heirs of George Oliver, Deceased. 
August Session, 1799. 


It appearing to the satisfaction of the Court that Elijah Oliver, one of the heirs 
of George Oliver, Deceased, is inhabitant of this State. It is therefore ordered 
by the Court that the said Elijah Oliver appear at the next County Court of 
Rockingham on the Fourth Monday in November next and answer the 
Petition of George Oliver, otherwise the Petition will be taken pro confesso 
against him and this ordered published in some newspaper in this State. 


We have previously discussed this most important record of George Oliver 
Jr. (1760-1844/45), against his brothers and sisters to obtain, we believe, an 
accounting and his share of the personal property of his father, George 
Oliver (deceased, 1786). In November, 1798, his petition to have his father’s 
land divided was granted by the Court. So, it seems reasonable to assume 
this petition was to recover his share of the personal property. At this time it 
appears his stepmother, Martha Oliver, was still living on the home place on 
Hogan’s Creek and Dan River where she had probably remained since her 
husband George Oliver’s death in 1786. Now, George Jr., who is living in 
Lincoln County, North Carolina, comes into Court to finally settle this 
estate. The law generally provided that the personal property of a man dying 
without a will was equally divided among the heirs, with the widow receiving 
a child’s share. We discussed this suit in Chapter X and noted that entries in 
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the Court Execution Docket continued from term to term down to May, 
1802, on this case ending with the words, “nothing found.” 

Martha Oliver purchased 40 acres on Jacob’s Creek in 1799 where we 
believe she made her home until her death about 1814. 

As a son of George Oliver (1726-1786), John Oliver, is one of the heirs 
named in George Jr.’s suit in 1799. His involvement in this dispute over his 
father’s estate is an important part of the recorded history of him in 
Rockingham County, and is one more piece of evidence placing him here in 
1799. 


JANUARY 18, 1800, DEED RECORDS. 


John Oliver and Polly, his wife, of the County of Rockingham, North Carolina, 
to William Hand for 50 pounds, 65 acres on the waters and south side of Dan 
River. 18 January 1800. Witnesses: Thomas Henderson, George Overton. 
Signed, John Oliver, Mary (her mark) Oliver. 


John Oliver and Polly, his wife, of the County of Rockingham, North 
Carolina, to William Hand for 50 pounds, 60 acres on the south side and 
waters of Dan River adjacent Isaac Whitworth and Robert Gilliland. 18 
January 1800. Witnesses: Thomas Henderson, George Overton. Signed, John 
Oliver, Polly (her mark) Oliver. 


John Oliver and Molly, his wife, of Rockingham County, North Carolina, to 
William Hand for 50 pounds, 100 acres on the waters and south side of Dan 
River adjacent James Oliver and Robert Gilliland. 18 January 1800. Witnesses: 
Thomas Henderson, George Overton. Signed, John Oliver, Polly (her mark) 
Oliver. 


This was the last record of land sold by John Oliver in Rockingham 
County and accounted for all the land owned by him in 1798. The following 
summarizes his land acquisitions and sales from 1784 to 1800. 


Purchase and Grants Sales 
1784 - 100 acres 1793 - 100 acres 
- 250 acres - 50 acres 
1786 - 100 acres 1795 - 200 acres 
1793 - 50 acres (Grant) - 50 acres 
1797 - 60 acres (Grant) 1800 - 65 acres 
1798 - .65 acres - 60 acres 
- 100 acres 
Total- 625 acres Total- 625 acres 


Our analysis of these deeds and grants indicates that of the three 1800 sales 
to William Hand, the 65 acre tract was the same 65 acres purchased from 
Isaac Whitworth in 1798, the 60 acre tract was the 60 acre grant obtained in 
1797, and the 100 acre tract was the 100 acres first purchased in 1784. Of the 
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remaining tracts, the 1793 Grant of 50 acres was sold in 1795 to Peter Oliver. 
This leaves 350 acres composed of 250 acres purchased in 1784 and 100 acres 
purchased in 1786. This 350 acres was split up by John and sold in 100 acre 
(1793) and 200 acre (1795) parcels to James Oliver with the remaining 50 acres 
sold to Peter Oliver in 1793. 

Few records were as important as this in our research. Here is confir- 
mation of Mary as John’s wife, first named in William Asten’s 1792 Will. 
Mary’s name on these deeds, one of which was the first 100 acre tract 
purchased in 1784, could indicate she had property rights of dower that 
required her release. Under North Carolina law, she would have dower only 
to lands owned by her husband at his death. Accordingly, no release would 
have been required unless the Jand came into the family through her. This 
appears to support our earlier speculation that John was too poor to have 
purchased the original tract in 1784 without help from his wife. 

Another significant fact from these 1800 sales is that they represent the last 
remaining land John owned here. The sudden sale of all of one’s land usually 
meant the owner was moving away. Such was our first impression with John 
which prompted extensive research throughout the state and into South 
Carolina. However, subsequent discovery of records in Rockingham County 
placed John here as late as 1808 as we outline later in this chapter. 

What then was the reason for John’s selling all his land in 1800? Our 
speculation included the possibility that he needed the money. Perhaps the 
suit against him by Thomas Branch recorded in the Court Minutes for 
August, 1798, had some connection with this sale. 

Another question raised by this sale was John’s place of residence until his 
eventual move from Rockingham County which we believe occurred about 
1809-10. If Martha Oliver moved from the George Oliver farm to Jacob’s 
Creek in 1799, as all the evidence indicates, John may have sold his land and 
moved to his father’s old homeplace. He had inherited an interest in this 230 
acre farm and had as much right to move in after Martha left as his other 
brothers. The Court-ordered land division is dated in 1801 which names 
John as one of the sons of George Oliver. As one of the oldest sons, he may 
have secured the permission of the other heirs to occupy the farm or even 
purchased some of the heirs’ shares, including Martha’s dower which has 
never been accounted for. Such purchases may have been unrecorded 
personal arrangements with other brothers and resold to them when he 
moved in 1809-10. If so, this would help explain why Jesse, Abraham, Peter 
and James Oliver deeded this land in 1818 to Thomas Searcy without having 
evidence of title from John, Charles, William, George and Isaac. 


THE FEDERAL CENSUS OF 1800 FOR 
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA. 


Following are the Olivers in the Rockingham County Census of 1800: 
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Head of Under Males 45& Under Females 4S& 
Page Family 10 10-16 16-26 26-45 & over 10 10-16 16-26 26-45 over Slaves 
484 Abraham 0 1 I 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 
463 James 0 1 0 | 0 Se? 0 ! 0 0 
473 James g} 0 0 l 0 2e 30 l 0 0 I 
484 Martha 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 ! 0 
483 Peter 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
483 William 1 ] 0 | 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 


The name of John Oliver is not listed on this census. Isaac and Jesse are 
unmarried in 1800 and George Jr. is living in Lincoln County. We have no 
evidence of marriage for Charles and Elijah. Also, Elijah is apparently not 
living in this county in 1800. These five brothers added to the four listed on 
the 1800 census, Abraham, James, Peter and William, accounts for nine of the 
sons of George Oliver in 1800. John Oliver is missing, although all the 
evidence shows he was living here at this time. A possible answer is that the 
second James Oliver listed on page 473 of the 1800 census is, in fact, John 
Oliver. (The first James is John’s brother). The basis for this is that we find 
no other record of a second James Oliver before or after 1800 in Rockingham 
County who could be this man. Also, this James is listed as the owner of one 
slave. These Olivers did not own slaves at this time, but under William 
Asten’s 1792 Will a slave was given to John Oliver’s wife, Molly. If this 
James Oliver is a mistake for John, the presence of one slave would match 
the slave Molly received from William Asten at his death in 1797. Another 
point is that this James Oliver is listed on page 473 in the midst of these 
Olivers where we would expect to find John Oliver. However, this James 
Oliver listing does not account for the two boys and one of the girls in John 
Oliver’s household in the 1790 census. Also, John’s wife, Mary, who we know 
was alive in 1800, is not shown here. (Finally, John’s age by our calculation, 
would have been over 45 in 1800 which does not match this James Oliver’s 
age of 26-45.) A plausible explanation could be that John was in the process 
of moving from the land he sold in January, 1800, perhaps to the George 
Oliver farm. Some of his children, including his wife, Mary, may have 
remained at the old residence temporarily and missed the census enumerator 
too. Also, older sons could be living as laborers with relatives or neighbors. 


WILL OF DANIEL HARRIS, FEBRUARY 15, 1801, FROM 
ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA WILL RECORDS. 


John Oliver, Thomas Henderson and John Walker are listed as witnesses to 
this will. 


This indicates John Oliver was still in Rockingham County a year after he 
sold all his land. 
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DIVISION OF THE LANDS OF GEORGE OLIVER, FEBRUARY 16, 
1801, COURT RECORDS ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


This is the next record of John Oliver in Rockingham County. The report 
of the Commissioners appointed by the Court to divide the lands of George 
Oliver is contained in Chapter X. All ten of George Oliver’s sons are listed 
along with Martha Oliver’s dower. We believe this is proof positive of the 
identity of John Oliver as the son of George Oliver (1726-1786). This is 
perhaps the one key record of this family that enabled us to piece together 
their history. The land division indicated that John Oliver was living in 
Rockingham County on February 16, 1801. 


JUNE 23, 1801, ROCKINGHAM COUNTY MARRIAGE BOND, 
REBECKAH OLIVER TO WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM JR., HENRY 
KING, A. PHILLIPS. NORTH CAROLINA MARRIAGE RECORDS. 


Rebeckah Oliver was named in William Asten’s 1792 Will and identified 
as the daughter of John and Mary Oliver. Assuming she was 18-21 years old 
when she married, her year of birth would be 1780-83. This indicates she was 
one of the females listed in John Oliver’s household in the 1790 census. From 
our Oliver profile, this would mean that the other female was probably 
Nancy Oliver, born 1788. Also, if James Oliver, listed on page 473 of the 
1800 census is John Oliver, Rebeckah is probably the female age 16-26 in his 
household. This marriage bond indicates that this family of John Oliver was 
still in Rockingham County at this time in 1801. We keep referring to this 
point because the time period this Rockingham County John Oliver is here is 
of great importance in helping to identify him as our ancestor. The man 
Rebeckah Oliver married, William Cunningham Jr., is also a very important 
character in this mystery. We were never able to trace him after 1808, but for 
the period from 1801 to 1808 he is one of the key figures of this history as the 
following paragraphs indicate. Our research indicates that his father, 
William Cunningham Sr. was living in the vicinity of Jacob’s Creek during 
this period. William Cunningham is named in the Will of Joseph Cunning- 
ham dated | September 1793. This Joseph Cunningham owned land on the 
head waters of Jacob’s Creek in 1780, placing this family here at an early 
date. The Henry King listed here as a witness appears in a later transaction 
involving John Oliver’s family which we discuss further on. Thomas King is 
living next to the Cunninghams on Jacob’s Creek in 1788 and could be the 
father of this man. John Jones, who we believe married a daughter (Mary) of 
Joseph Cunningham and is named in his Will, owned adjoining land in 1787. 


MAY 7, 1803, DEED RECORDS. 


William Cunningham of the County of Rockingham, North Carolina to 
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Edmond League for $200, 130 acres on Jacob’s Creek adjacent line of John 
Jones and Robert Boak. May 7, 1803. Witnesses: William Cunningham Jun!., 
and John Oliver. Signed, William (his mark) Cunningham. 


This deed places John Oliver in Rockingham County in 1803. Also, it 
shows a continuing close relationship with his son-in-law, William Cunning- 
ham Jr. Further, it suggests that John Oliver is now living in the immediate 
area with William Cunningham Jr. and his father, William Cunningham Sr., 
on the head waters of Jacob’s Creek over six miles east of John’s original 
home on Hogan’s Creek. This is a small straw, but as later paragraphs show, 
there is other evidence placing John Oliver’s family in this Jacob’s Creek 
area in this time period. 


JULY 31, 1805, ROCKINGHAM COUNTY MARRIAGE BOND, 
SUSANNAH WHITE TO GEORGE OLIVER. WILLIAM 
CUNNINGHAM, BONDSMAN. WITNESS, JOSEPH GENTRY. 


I, William Cunningham of the County of Rockingham, State of North 
Carolina, acknowledge myself, my heirs are justly indebted to James Turner, 
Esq., Governor or his Successors in Office in the just sum of five hundred 
pounds currect money of the aforesaid State. 


The condition of the above obligation is such that if there may nothing lawfully 
appear to obstruct the bonds of matrimony between George Oliver and 
Susannah White intermarring together with each other as man and wife in the 
Honorable State of Marriage agreeable to __________ granted 
this 31st July 1805. 


/s/ William Cunningham 
Test: 
Joseph S. Gentry. 


This is the one key record to all of our research. George R. Oliver (1785- 
1863), born in North Carolina, appears in Carter County, Tennessee in 
1809-10 with wife, Susannah White! As our Tennessee research established, 
he is the brother of our great-great-grandfather John Oliver (1780/90-1863), 
of Carter County and Cades Cove in Blount County, Tennessee. No other 
marriage record of a George Oliver and Susannah White was located in 
North Carolina for this period. His name and the names of his children and 
grandchildren follow the same patterns of names of these Rockingham 
County Olivers. He completely matches our profile. In 1805 he was 20 years 
old and marrying at the time we predicted, 1803-06. These factors link him as 
the son of John Oliver of Rockingham County, North Carolina. First, he 
matches the census record of one of the two males under 16 in John Oliver’s 
household in 1790. Second, John Oliver Sr. (1750/55-1826/30), of Rocking- 
ham County is the only one of the ten sons of George Oliver (1726-1786), 
with children born in the 1780-90 period that we have not identified. We 
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previously identified the sons of William, James and George Oliver, Jr., and 
concluded that Charles Oliver did not have a family during this period and 
Elijah Oliver was not living in this County. The remaining sons, Isaac, 
Abraham, Jesse and Peter Oliver were too young to have been this man, 
George R. Oliver’s father. Third, there is a link here between George R. 
Oliver and William Cunningham Jr., John Oliver’s son-in-law, because 
William is the bondsman for George R. Oliver and Susannah White. This 
strongly argues a relationship between John Oliver Sr. and George R. 
Oliver. A reasonable inference is that John Oliver Sr. was the father of 
George R. Oliver. We found no other documents to prove this. However, 
such family ties were very common. Bondsmen were frequently family 
members or relatives. If, as we have speculated, John Oliver was now living 
on Jacob’s Creek, either with his daughter, Rebeckah and son-in-law 
William Cunningham, or close by, it would have been a natural choice for 
George R. Oliver to ask his brother-in-law, William Cunningham, to be his 
bondsman. We note that William Cunningham Jr. signed his name on this 
marriage bond, indicating above average education. This signature also 
distinguishes him from his father, William Cunningham Sr., who made his 
mark on his 1803 deed. 


OCTOBER 23, 1806, ROCKINGHAM COUNTY MARRIAGE BOND, 
ELIZABETH EDGING TO WILLIAM OLIVER. BONDSMEN, 
WILLIAM OLIVER AND WILLIAM CUNNINGHAM, WITNESS, 
THOMAS GALLAWAY. 


Discovery of this William Oliver was a surprise as we had found no 
previous evidence on him in our earlier Tennessee research. This marriage 
bond is one of only two records we found of him in our North Carolina 
research. His probable age at marriage was about 21, making his year of 
birth in the 1780’s. This would match him with one of the males under 16 
years of age in John Oliver’s household in the 1790 census. A much stronger 
link is the William Cunningham who joined as bondsman on his marriage 
bond. There is a strong inference here that this is the same William 
Cunningham who married Rebeckah Oliver in 1801 and signed the marriage 
bond of George R. Oliver in 1805. This indicates that William Cunningham 
is the brother-in-law of George R. Oliver and William Oliver. Like George 
R. Oliver, this William Oliver was not identified as the son of any of John 
Oliver Sr.’s brothers. All this leads to the strong possibility that William 
Oliver married to Elizabeth Edging in 1806 is also a son of John and Mary 
Oliver of Rockingham County, North Carolina. What happened to this man 
was a mystery until near the end of our research in Tennessee which is 
reported in Chapter XV. 
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OCTOBER 14, 1805 AND DECEMBER 23, 1806, DEED RECORDS. 


Henry King of the County of Rockingham and State of North Carolina to 
George Oliver for $170, 130 acres on a fork of Jacobs Creek adjacent John 
Brown, John Jones and Joseph Cunningham. October 14, 1805. Signed, Henry 
(his mark) King. Witness: Nathaniel D. Murray and George Lemons. 


George Oliver to Nathaniel D. Murray for 50 pounds, 130 acres on the waters 
of Jacobs Creek, adjacent James Brown, Thomas King, John Jones and 
Joseph Cunningham. December 23, 1806. Signed, George (his mark) Oliver. 
Witnesses: William (his mark) Oliver and L. Lanier. Proven and recorded May 
Session 1807. 


We believe these dates are for George R. Oliver, son of John Oliver Sr. 
(1750/55-1826/30) of Rockingham County. Henry King, who sold the 130 
acres to George Oliver in 1805 is probably the same Henry King who was a 
witness on the marriage bond of Rebeckah Oliver and William Cunningham 
in 1801. This 130 acres is located on Jacobs Creek where the Cunninghams 
lived and where John Oliver may be living. No other George Oliver is known 
to be in Rockingham County at this time. George Oliver Jr. (1760-1844/ 45), 
one of the ten sons of George Oliver (1726-1786), is living far to the south in 
Lincoln County, North Carolina. Also, a witness to the sale of this 130 acres 
is William Oliver who probably is the brother of George R. Oliver, married 
to Elizabeth Edging in 1806 in the same neighborhood. This deed was 
proved on the oath of this William Oliver in Open Court at the November 
1807 Term. 

An entry in the Rockingham County Court Execution Docket for the 
August Term 1807, contains the following entry: 


John More v.s. George Oliver, Deb. — 7 — 0 — 2 (pounds, shillings, pence) 
with the notation, “Satisfied in full by the sale of land.” 


This is probably the same George Oliver and could explain why he sold 
this land some 14 months after he purchased it. More had recovered a 
judgment against George for 7 pounds, 2 pence which was satisfied by the 
sale of George’s land. 

This is the last record we were to find on this George Oliver in 
Rockingham County or North Carolina. The entry in the Court Minutes for 
the August Term 1807 proving this 1806 deed by the oath of William Oliver 
probably indicated this family of John Oliver was still here at that time. This 
is supported by the following Rockingham County County Court Records. 
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1803-1808 EXECUTION DOCKET FOR THE ROCKINGHAM 
COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA COURT OF COMMON PLEAS AND 


QUARTER SESSIONS. 


Executions Returnable to February Term 1803. 


CASE 


Thomas Lowe 
V.S. 
Oliver & Cunningham 


JUDGMENT 


Deb. (Debt) 50 pounds 
Interest 3 months 15 
Clerk 1,10.03 
Sheriff 14.08 


Executions Returnable to May Term 1803. 


Thomas Lowe 

VS. 
John Oliver and 
William Cunningham 


Debt 50 pounds 
Interest 3 months 15 
Clerk 1,14 
Sheriff 14.08 


Executions Returnable to November Term 1805. 


Robert Gallaway 
V.S. 
John Oliver 


Debt 50 pounds 
Int. 

Clerk 1.11.03 
Sheriff 10. 


Executions Returnable to February Term 1806. 


Robert Gallaway 
VS. 
John Oliver 


Debt 50 pounds 
Int. 

Clerk 1.15.00 
Sheriff 10. 


Executions Returnable to May Term 1806. 


Robert Gallaway 
V.S. 
John Oliver 
William Cunningham 


Debt 50 pounds 
Clerk . 3.09 


Executions Returnable to August Term 1806. 


Robert Gallaway 

V.S. 
John Oliver and 
William Cunningham 


Debt 50 pounds 
Clerk .07.06 


ACTION TAKEN 
Nothing found 


Paid by Deft. 


Stayd by 
Plaintiff 
R.S. 


Debt Stay 
Cost Paid 
RS. 


Stayd by 
Plaintiff 
RS: 


Stayd 
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Executions Returnable to November Term 1806. 
CASE JUDGMENT 


Robert Gallaway Debt 
V.S. Clerk 

John Oliver and 

WM Cunningham 


50 pounds 
.11.03 


Executions Returnable to February Term 1807. 


Ro Gallaway Debt 
V.S. Clerk 

John Oliver and 

W™ Cunningham 


50 pounds 
0.15.0 


Executions Returnable to May Term 1807. 


Ro Gallaway Debt 50 pounds 
V.S. Clerk 18. 
John Oliver and 


W™ Cunningham 


Executions Returnable to August Term 1807. 


Ro Gallaway Debt 50 pounds 
V.S. Clerk 1.02.06 
John Oliver and 


William Cunningham 


Executions Returnable to November Term 1807. 


Robt Gallaway Debt 50 pounds 
V.S. Int. 

John Oliver Clerk 1.06.03 

W™ Cunningham Sheriff 

Executions Returnable to February 1808. 

Ro Gallaway Debt 50 pounds 
V.S. Int. 

John Oliver and Clerk 1.10 


William Cunningham 


ACTION TAKEN 


Stayed by 
Plaintiff 


Stayed by 
Plaintiff 


Nothing found 
(written over with 
words Stayed by 
Plaintiff) 


Levied on 
Land Stayd 
by Plaintiff 


(Blank) 


(Blank) 
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Executions Returnable to May Term 1808. 


CASE JUDGMENT ACTION TAKEN 
Ro Gallaway Debt 50 pounds 
V.S. Int. Nothing 
John Oliver and Clerk 1.13.09 Found 
WM Cunningham Sheriff 


Executions Returnable to August Term 1808. 


Ro Gallaway Debt 50 pounds 
V.S. Int. Nothing 
John Oliver and Clerk 1.17.06 
Wm Cunningham Credit Found 
By cash 7.10.06 
By one cow, one 
heifer 7.10. 


Executions Returnable to November Term 1808. 


Ro Gallaway Debt 50 pounds Satissyd by E. 

V.S. Int. (Ebenezer) Patrick 
Jo Oliver and Clerk 2.01.03 by a Note on 
Wm Cunningham Credit 15 pounds Jas. McElroy 


The above records are from the Rockingham County Court Execution 
Docket. This was the Clerk of the Court’s record of the action taken to 
secure the defendant’s payment of the judgment of the Court. This docket 
shows the names of the Plaintiffs and Defendants, the judgment with 
itemized Court costs and the result of the execution or action taken to 
satisfy the judgment. This gave the clerk a continuing summary of the 
status of uncollected judgments and a permanent record of completed 
actions. The appearance of a defendant’s name in this docket indicated a 
judgment had been rendered against him by the Court, he had failed to 
satisfy the judgment, and the Court through the offices of the Court Clerk 
was taking action to collect the amount of the judgment plus Court costs. 
If at the time the judgment was rendered against him, the defendant came 
forward and satisfied the judgment, his name would not appear on the 
Execution Docket. Obviously, a great amount of information can be 
inferred from this record. We have included the considerable detail here 
because it is so important to our research on John Oliver. This is the last 
reference to John Oliver in Rockingham County or North Carolina 
records. 

Our analysis of this docket is as follows: 
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There are two separate judgments. The first, by Thomas Lowe was paid by 
“the defendant” in 1803. The second, by Robert Gallaway listed in 1805, was 
finally satisfied in November 1808. 

It appears that the other defendant here with John Oliver is his son-in-law, 
William Cunningham. Although William Cunningham’s name is sometimes 
omitted, it appears this was the Clerk’s omission. We believe all these 
references include William Cunningham as a defendant. This is the last 
record of William Cunningham we were to find anywhere. The judgments 
here are for debts of 50 pounds, indicating John Oliver and William 
Cunningham had borrowed money they could not repay. Perhaps they 
borrowed the 50 pounds to pay the first judgment from Robert Gallaway. 
Gallaway had a number of cases listed in this docket for Judgments for debts 
of from 53 pounds to 367 pounds. It appears that he was in the business of 
loaning money and patient in collecting from those who could not pay. This 
record shows he stayed execution for some three years waiting to be paid this 
debt of 50 pounds. On the entry of the August Term 1807 it appears he 
specifically stayed the execution “levied on land.” This indicates John Oliver 
and/or William Cunningham still owned land in Rockingham County at 
this date. John Oliver, probably still owned his share of his father’s land 
divided in 1801. The Judgment of 50 pounds owed to Robert Gallaway was 
finally satisfied in November 1808 by E. Patrick by a note on Jas. McElroy. 
We have no indication of the identity of these men or their relationship to 
John Oliver. 

The primary and overriding significance of this docket is that it indicates 
John Oliver was living in Rockingham County as late as November 1808. No 
record of John Oliver, George R. Oliver, William Oliver (married to 
Elizabeth Edging 1806) or William Cunningham was found in Rockingham 
County after this date. The inference here is that after the satisfaction of this 
Judgment in November 1808, John Oliver and his family moved away from 
Rockingham County. Such migrations usually took place in the Spring to 
Fall seasons when relocation and travel was favored by good weather. 
November was probably too late in the year and it is more likely John Oliver 
moved in 1809-10. This matches our Oliver family profile. 

As we discussed in Chapter VI, George R. Oliver, the brother of our 
great-great-grandfather John Oliver (1780/90-1863), was living in Carter 
County, Tennessee by about 1809-10. We determined this date from the 
census information on his children. His oldest child was John whose age, 
given in the 1830, 1840, 1850, 1860 and 1880 census, places his year of birth 
in 1807. In the 1850, 1860 and 1880 census, John gave North Carolina as his 
place of birth. The next child, Nancy, gave her age as 30-40 in 1840, 40 in 
1850 and 70 in 1880. This fixes her birth as about 1810. In 1850, she gave 
North Carolina as her place of birth, but in 1860, 1870 and 1880 she gave 
Tennessee. The third child, Elizabeth, gave her age as 39 in 1850, 49 in 1860, 
and 58 in 1870. In all three census records she gave Tennessee as her place of 
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birth. All the remaining children of George Oliver were born in Tennessee. 
These figures on year of birth can vary up to a year, depending on the month 
of birth and the month the census was taken. It appears reasonable to 
assume from this information that George R. Oliver and wife, Susannah 
White, were in Tennessee no later than 1811 and no earlier than 1809-10. 

The presence of son, George R., here indicated that his parents were here 
also. All of our Tennessee research and the oral family history of our Cades 
Cove Olivers places the parents of our great-great-grandfather, John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863), in Carter County in this early period. The marriage of 
Agnes Oliver to Hiram Brown in Carter County in 1810 supports this. 
Agnes, as previously indicated, was, we believed, a daughter of John Oliver 
(1750/55-1826/30), probably named for his sister. (See Chapter XIID). 

None of this family group headed by John Oliver (1750/55-1826/ 30), with 
sons George R. and William, or son-in-law William Cunningham, are listed 
in the 1810 Census for Rockingham County, North Carolina. It is unlikely 
all of them would have been missed by the enumerator. This is fairly 
convincing evidence that they had all moved prior to 1810. If they arrived in 
Carter County in 1809 or in 1810 prior to the census, they would have been 
counted there. This we will never know because of the loss of the 1790, 1800, 
1810 and 1820 census for this area of Tennessee. Loss of these records has 
greatly complicated our search and perhaps more than any other single 
factor contributed to our “lost ancestor.” 

William Cunningham Jr., husband of Rebeckah Oliver, daughter of John 
Oliver, and William Oliver, another possible son who married Elizabeth 
Edging in 1806, may have accompanied the family to Carter County, 
Tennessee in 1809-10. Lack of Carter County, Tennessee Census, Court 
Minutes or other records from 1800 to 1820, makes their location here 
almost impossible to find during this period. 


THOMAS SEARCY AND OTHERS VS. WILLIAM OLIVER AND 
OTHERS, SEPTEMBER 1824 AND MARCH 1825. 


This suit in the Rockingham County Court of Equity in 1824/25, 
discussed in detail in Chapter X, was brought by Thomas Searcy to Quiet 
Title to the land of George Oliver (1726-1786). The court record stated in 
part, “It appearing to the Court that Isaac Oliver, John Oliver and Charles 
Oliver, three of the defendants to this bill, reside out of this State.” This is 
the last record of John Oliver (1750/55-1826/30), found in North Carolina. 
It indicates that he was living out of the state in 1824 and was still alive in 
1825. This is extremely significant in our final research in Tennessee on him, 
reported in the following chapters. 
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CONNECTING LINKS, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 


Our research as detailed in the preceding chapters had sought to establish 
connecting links reaching successively back in the past to identify our great- 
great-great-grandfather Oliver, “the missing link.” We began with the first 
link which established that my great-great-grandfather John Oliver was born 
in North Carolina about 1780/90. This link was supported by his brother 
James Oliver who also gave North Carolina as his place of birth. Next was 
the link discovering another brother, George R. Oliver, of Carter County, 
Tennessee who was born in 1785. Military Records revealed that George’s 
first wife was Susannah White. George also gave North Carolina as his place 
of birth on the 1850 and 1860 census records. From all our Tennessee 
research to this point, we were able to combine our findings in a profile of 
our missing ancestor and his family in North Carolina. Exhaustive research 
of all the known Olivers in North Carolina up to 1810 finally identified the 
old George Oliver (1726-1786) family of Rockingham County, North 
Carolina as our Oliver ancestors. A key link in this research was the 
discovery that George R. Oliver had married Susannah White in Rocking- 
ham County, North Carolina on 31 July 1805. Next was the formidable task 
of determining which of the ten sons of old George Oliver (1726-1786), was 
the father of our ancestor, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), of Cades Cove, 
Tennessee. By detailed research of each of the ten brothers we were able to 
eliminate nine, leaving the last, and we believe, one of the oldest as our most 
likely ancestor. In this chapter we have reviewed every straw of information 
we were able to find in North Carolina on this man—John Oliver, Senior 
(1750/55-1826/30). Below is a comparison of this man and his family with 
our profile of our missing ancestor. 
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COMPARISON OF PROFILE WITH JOHN OLIVER, (1750/55-1826/30) 
OF ROCKINGHAM COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA 


Profile |Family of John Otiver 


NAME John or George Oliver | John Oliver, son of George 
Oliver, 1726-1786 


WIFE Mary or Martha 
BIRTH 1750's John, 1750-55 
Mary, About 1755 


MARRIAGE About 1778-80 About 1778-80 


CHILDREN George R. born 1785 | George born about 1785 

John born 1780/90 William born about 1784/87 
James born 1799 Rebeckah born about 1780/83 
Nancy born 1788 Five unidentified children, 3 boys 
Agnes born 1790 and 2 girls, born 1790-1800 
Mary born 1790/95 

MARRIAGE OF 

GEORGE R. OLIVER 

and SUSANNAH 1803-1806 31 July 1805 

WHITE 

DATE OF MIGRA- 

TION OF FAMILY 1807-1810 1808-1810 

TO TENNESSEE 


As the above chart indicates, the match between our Profile and John 
Oliver’s family in Rockingham County, North Carolina is almost 100%. In 
addition, there is the match between this North Carolina John Oliver and the 
John Oliver Senior who signed the marriage bond of Mary Oliver and James 
Perry on 20 May 1815 in Carter County, Tennessee. Both appear to be about 
the same age and as this marriage bond and Rockingham County deed 
records showed, both signed their names. As we have explained earlier, 
literacy was the exception in this frontier country in 1800 giving this small 
connecting link of evidence special importance. Also, from these Rocking- 
ham County, North Carolina Olivers we have a reasonable explanation of 
the identity of the Charles Oliver whose estate was administered by George 
R. Oliver in Carter County, Tennessee in 1833. This Charles now appears to 
be the son of George Oliver (1726-1786), of Rockingham County, North 
Carolina and a brother of John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30). Evidence 
in his estate papers in Carter County of a claim for service in “the late war,” 
is, we believe, a reference to service during the Revolution. Charles would be 
the uncle of George R. Oliver which would explain the obvious family 
relation between them and the reason George R. was appointed by the 
Carter County Court as Administrator of Charles’ Estate. The Thomas 
Searcy Equity Case in Rockingham County, North Carolina in 1824/25 
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identifying brothers John Oliver and Charles Oliver as living “out-of-the- 
State” is further support of this conclusion. 

A final and extremely important link here is between the name George in 
our profile and George Oliver (1726-1786). George R. Oliver of Carter 
County, Tennessee appears to have been named for George Oliver (1726- 
1786), who would be his grandfather. My great-great-grandfather John 
Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), named his first son George and brothers George R. 
and James also named sons George. Last we should mention that our 
ancestor, John Oliver, had a son and George R. Oliver a grandson named 
Elijah, the name of one of John Oliver’s, Senior, (1750/55-1826/ 30), 
brothers. 

With all the research now completed, we consider the evidence over- 
whelming and conclusive that John Oliver (1750/55-1826/30), son of George 
Oliver (1726-1786), last of Rockingham County, North Carolina, is our 
“missing link” ancestor, our great-great-great-grandfather. No single docu- 
ment proves this, but the accumulated bits of information outlined in all our 
research to this point, leaves no doubt, that this man is, in fact, our ancestor. 
All our findings agree with and support this conclusion. Not one single fact 
or inference was found to contradict it. This latter point is significant as it 
comes from an enormous amount of research and effort not reported here to 
exhaust all other possible leads, however small, to establish the identity of 
John Oliver, Senior. 

Although this completed our North Carolina research, many unanswered 
questions remained of what happened to John Oliver Senior after he moved 
from Rockingham County, North Carolina to Carter County, Tennessee in 
1809-10. The results of our research to locate him in Tennessee and the other 
members of his family are contained in the following chapters. 


Chapter XIII 
Nancy Agnes Oliver, 1796 - 1872 


In this chapter we summarize our findings from previous chapters and add 
new evidence found on Nancy Agnes Oliver, daughter of John Oliver, Senior 
(1750/ 55-1826/ 30). 


RECAPITULATION 


Our research presented in previous chapters at long last identified our 
missing ancestor as John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30), of Rockingham 
County, North Carolina, the father of my great-great-grandfather, John 
Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), of Cades Cove, Tennessee. Born in Virginia in about 
1750/55, the son of George Oliver (1726-1786) and Jemima Reagan, he 
moved to present-day Rockingham County, North Carolina in about 1767- 
69. He was one of ten (three half-brothers) sons, four of whom with their 
father were in the Revolution. He was a private in the local militia company 
of present-day Rockingham County, North Carolina, which was commanded 
by Captain John Nelson and Ensign George Oliver, his father. In February 
1776, he was with this company in the successful Moore’s Creek Campaign 
against the Tories, one of the first military actions of the Revolution. Also, 
he was probably with this company in General Rutherford’s Campaign 
against the Cherokees in the Tennessee Valley in June, 1776, and later, we 
believe, was at the crucial Battle of Guilford Court House in 1781. After the 
Revolution, he and his wife, Mary, raised their family on Hogan’s Creek in 
Rockingham County, North Carolina. His daughter, Rebecca Oliver, mar- 
ried William Cunningham, Jr., in this county on 23 June 1801. His son, 
George R. Oliver, born 1785, married Susannah White here on 31 July 1805. 
His son, John Oliver, my great-great-grandfather, was born here in 1780/90. 
His last son, James Oliver, was born here in 1799. Also, as reported later in 
Chapter XV, our final research identified another son, William Oliver, born 
about 1784/87, who married Elizabeth Edging here on 23 October 1806. 
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Daughter Rebecca was born about 1780/83, and daughters, Nancy Agnes 
and Mary, between 1790/98. 

In 1809/10, John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30) moved his family to 
Carter County, Tennessee. Son, George R. Oliver, with his young wife, 
Susannah White, came with the family. Also, as later discussed, it appears 
son, William Oliver, and his recent wife, Elizabeth Edging, accompanied the 
rest of the family on this move. No record of Rebecca Oliver and husband, 
William Cunningham, Jr., was found after the case against William and his 
father-in-law, John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30), to recover a debt was 
settled in a Rockingham County Court in 1808. It is probable he and 
Rebecca came to Carter County with the rest of the family. However, an 
exhaustive search of southeastern states up to 1900 has failed to find 
information on them. George R. Oliver (1785-1863) raised a large family in 
Carter County, Tennessee, and died there in 1863. Son, John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863), entered the War of 1812 in January 1814 and was married 
here on 28 April 1814 to Lurany Frazier. He later moved to Cades Cove, 
Tennessee, in about 1821, where he raised seven children. Daughter, Agnes 
Oliver, married Hiram Brown in Carter County, Tennessee, on 24 March 
1810. Daughter, Mary (Polly) Oliver, married James Perry here on 20 May 
1815, with her father, John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30), signing the 
marriage bond. Son, James Oliver (1799-1863), who was about ten years old 
when the family moved to Carter County, Tennessee, from North Carolina, 
accompanied his brother, John, to Blount County, Tennessee in about 1821, 
where he married Mary (Polly) White on 28 November 1821, daughter of 
William White, a veteran of the Revolution. James later relocated to North 
Georgia in about 1844 where he died in 1863. John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55- 
1826/30) died sometime after 1825 when he is last named in Rockingham 
County Court Minutes in North Carolina as living out-of-state. His brother, 
Charles Oliver, is dead in Carter County, Tennessee in 1833 with his nephew, 
George R. Oliver (1785-1863), Administrator of his estate. 

As our documentation indicates, the history of John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55- 
1826/30), has been put together with many bits and pieces of information 
going back over 200 years. This search for his identity begun by my father, 
John Walter Oliver (1878-1966), in Cades Cove, Tennessee in 1930, has 
covered some fifty years with extensive research by the authors since 1980. It 
now appears that a major difficulty in the loss of his identity was his first 
name, John. As was the case with his brother, George Oliver, Jr., (1760- 
1844/45), who was confused with his father, George Oliver, Sr. (1726-1786), 
by his descendants for decades, we believe the same name, John, for father 
and son, helped to obscure his identity. With the passage of time in Cades 
Cove, Tennessee, after my great-great-grandfather, John Oliver, died in 
1863, the identity of his father, also named John, would naturally tend to 
become blurred and confused with the son in the memory of his descendants 
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and gradually be forgotten. A different name would have been more likely 
remembered and passed on to succeeding generations. It is also probable 
that John’s children never saw their grandfather, John Sr., after the family 
left Carter County in about 1821, which perhaps contributed to the loss of 
his identity. Also, neither John or his wife, Lurany, could read or write and it 
is very unlikely any written records of family history were ever made. 

This, then, was the status of our work on our Oliver people as we neared 
the end of our research. However, genealogical research never seems to end. 
There is always another record to search, another lead to pursue, another 
inference to be drawn leading to yet another cycle, and so on. Such was the 
pattern of our work which left more and more unanswered questions as we 
progressed. Particularly troublesome was the mystery of John Oliver, Sr. 
(1750/55-1826/30), and daughters, Nancy Agnes and Mary, and son, 
William, after they came to Carter County, Tennessee in 1809/10. Our last 
research was to mount a major effort to solve these puzzles. The remainder 
of this book is devoted to the “new evidence” resulting from this work. 


NEW EVIDENCE 


Although our success in finding our missing ancestor, John Oliver, Sr. 
(1750/55-1826/30), had exceeded all our hopes and dreams, we still knew 
almost nothing about him after he moved to Carter County, Tennessee in 
1809/10. Family tradition placed him in Carter County at least by 1814 and 
his signature on daughter Mary Oliver’s marriage bond fixes his presence 
here in 1815. The birth of his granddaughter Nancy, daughter of son George 
R., here in 1809/10, and daughter Agnes’ marriage to Hiram Brown here in 
1810, is further evidence. However, no other records from 1800-1850 were 
found of John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/ 30), in Carter County. If he was 
living here from 1810 to 1825, when he was last named by the Court of 
Equity in Rockingham County, North Carolina, as living out-of-state, some 
record should have survived. This is especially true for the period 1818- 
1825/30 for which Carter County Court Minutes and Land Records are 
available. We had no doubt that he came here in 1809/10 and was here in 
1815, but this lack of records indicated he may have moved again after 1815. 
We again recall the story by my great-great-grandmother, Lurany, that she 
remembered having seen John Oliver, Sr. and his wife only once. Since 
Lurany was here with her husband, John, from their marriage in 1814 until 
about 1821, she surely would have seen her in-laws more than this one time if 
they had continued to live in this same county. Another mystery was what 
happened to daughters, Rebecca, Nancy Agnes and Mary, and son, William, 
also missing in Carter County records. One ray of hope concerned the 
husbands of Nancy Agnes and Mary Oliver — Hiram Brown and James 
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Perry, both of whom appeared to have been eligible for military service in 
the War of 1812. Previous searches of War of 1812 records had been 
unsuccessful, but we now made one last search of these records at the 
National Archives in Washington, D. C. Here, at last, we found records with 
information on both Hiram Brown and wife, Nancy Agnes, and James Perry 
and wife, Mary, with an astonishing amount of family history. These records 
on Nancy Agnes are summarized below and for Mary in the following 
chapter. Our final research on William Oliver and John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55- 
1826/30), is contained in the last two chapters. 


MILITARY RECORDS OF HIRAM BROWN 


Each of the papers found in the War of 1812 records for Hiram Brown is 
summarized below: 


1. 4 December 1855 
U.S. Pension Officer letter to Robert Smallen, Jonesboro, Tennessee. 


Sir, 

In reply to your letter of the 28th relative to a claim for bounty land due 
in right of Hiram Brown, who was a private of the Ist U.S. Rifles in the War 
of 1812 and who died in service, I have to state, that the land due in his right 
was relinquished and in lieu thereof, there was paid to John Scott guardian 
of the minor child, of said Hiram Brown, deceased, on 23rd February 1818, 
the ‘5 years half pay pension, under the Act of April 16th 1816.’ His relatives 
have, therefore, no valid claim to land bounty in his right. 


2. 5 December 1855 
Letter from Third Auditor’s Office, U. S. Treasury Department to Robert 
Smalling, Jonesboro, Tennessee. 


Sir, 

I am in receipt of yours of the 28th with regard to arrears of pay due for 
the services of Hiram Brown, deceased, and in reply have to inform you that 
he is found to have served under Lieut. Tipton’s Ist Regt. U.S. Rifles and to 
have died in the service on the 25th of November 1813. 

The amount due at the time of the soldier’s decease ($54.66) including the 
months extra pay was paid to Nancy Brown, administratrix of the estate by 
J. H. Windle, late U.S. paymaster on the 25th of January 1817 as per receipt 
on file. 

There is nothing, therefore, due by the United States to the estate of 
Hiram Brown, deceased. 


3. 19 September 1860 
Affidavit of Nancy Smalling, formerly Nancy Brown 


State of Tennessee ) On this 19th day of September 1860, before 
Sullivan County ) me, an Acting Justice of the Peace in and for 
said County, personally came Nancy Smalling, 
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aged sixty-four past years, a resident of my neighborhood in said county 
and who being duly sworn states as follows: 

That her maiden name was Nancy Oliver, and was born in North 
Carolina, and at 12 years of age she came to Carter County, Tennessee, 
where on __ day of _____ 18 ___ she was married to Hiram Brown, a 
citizen of that county, the marriage ceremony being performed by one John 
Williams, an acting Justice of the Peace in and for said county; that during 
the War of 1812, her said husband enlisted under one Lieut. Jacob Tipton 
and was mustered into the Ist Rifle Regt., and that he died in the service on 
the Canada frontier the 25th November, 1813, as she was informed and 
believes, that on the __ day of _______ 18 ___, she again married her 
second husband being Robert Smalling, in Carter County, the marriage 
ceremony being performed by one John Williams, J. Peace, that after the 
marriage they removed to Sullivan County where they resided many years, 
where on the fourth day of August, 1860, said Robert Smalling departed 
this life, leaving her a widow — and she has remained a widow to the 
present date as may be seen from the proof hereto annexed. She states 
further that under the Act of April, 1816, there was paid to her only child of 
said Hiram Brown (Polly) a five year half-pay pension — to John Scott, 
guardian for her — and that she makes this declaration for the purpose of 
obtaining in her own right the pension to which she is entitled to under Acts 
of 3 February 1853 and 3 June 1858, and she herewith appoints A. J. 
Graham of Jonesboro, Tennessee her lawful attorney for her and her name 
to prosecute the said claim and to receive all correspondence proper in the 


matter. This 19th September 1860. ‘ 
er 


Nancy X Smalling formerly 
mark 


Nancy Brown 


Witnesses Thomas Hughes and Soloman Smith gave supporting statement 
that they knew Robert Smalling died on 4 August 1860 and that Nancy 
Smalling was formerly married to Hiram Brown. 


4. 28 November 1860 


Affidavit of Samuel Scott and wife, Polly Scott, of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, that they each personally knew Hiram Brown and Nancy, his 
wife, formerly Nancy Oliver, to live together as man and wife in Carter 
County. That they knew Hiram Brown died in the War of 1812, that his 
widow, Nancy, afterwards married Robert Smalling who is also dead. That 
said Nancy Smalling, formerly Nancy Brown, formerly Nancy Oliver, is 
now a widow residing in their neighborhood. 


5. 16 January 1861 
U.S. Pension Office Brief of Case of Nancy Smalling, widow of Hiram 
Brown, by Examining Clerk 


Proof Exhibited, 
Hiram Brown deceased — Private of Lieut. Tipton’s Ist Regt. U.S. Rifles 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


— War of [812 — died in service 25 November 1813. See 3rd Auditors 
Teport, marriage is fully proved. See papers on file in 3rd Auditor’s Office. 
Settlement for arrears of pay due to her husband at the time of his death 
— date of settlement 25 January 1817 — widowhood and identity fully 
proved. Allowed 16 January 1861 at $4 per month from 25 September 1860. 


. 6 February 1861 


Department of the Interior Widow’s Claim Certificate 


Certification that Nancy Smalling, formerly widow of Hiram Brown, was 
entitled to receive five year half pay at $4 per month commencing on 
September 25, 1860, and termination of September 25, 1865. 


. 21 April 1866 


Application for Restoration to the Pension Rolls by Nancy Smalling in 
which she states she is 70 years of age, lives near Union, Sullivan County, 
Tennessee and was last paid March 4, 1861. Witnesses, Elizabeth Smalling 
and Sarah J. Smalling both of Sullivan County, Tennessee. 


. 4 March 1866 


U. S. Pension Officer Brief of Case of Nancy Smalling, formerly widow of 
Hiram Brown 


Restored May 4, 1866 to a pension at $4.00 per month commencing March 
4, 1861 and terminating September 24, 1865. Also, a certificate commencing 
September 25, 1865 at $4 per month under Act 3 June 1858, to continue 
during widowhood. 


. 7 May 1866 


Widow’s Claim Certificate approving pension for Nancy Smalling to 
commence September 25, 1865 and to continue during life (Widowhood). 


4 February 1867 
Letter by Pension Office U. S. Dept. of the Interior 
Sir: 
Nancy Smalling’s pension is suspended and further proof of Loyalty and 


Sympathy and continuance of widowhood is required. She does not allege 
widowhood and it is not shown. 


26 February 1867 


Affidavit of Henry Johnson and James Wright of loyalty and widowhood 
of Nancy Smalling of 9th Civil District of Sullivan County, Tennessee. 


6 October 1868 


Declaration for Increase of Pension by Nancy Smalling of Sullivan County, 
Tennessee. Witnesses: Abraham G. Smalling and Robert W. Smalling. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


25 December 1868 
Letter by Pension Office, U. S. Dept. of the Interior 
Sir, 

The application of Nancy Smalling, former widow of Hiram 
Brown, has been examined and suspended. Her declaration and that 
of the witnesses contain no account of continued widowhood which 
she is requested to prove, to entitle her to an increase of her pension. 


26 February 1869 


Affidavit of John M. Johnson and Abraham G. Smalling of con- 
tinued widowhood of Nancy Smalling. 


2 March 1869 


U. S. Pension Office Record “Claim for Increase of Widow’s 
Pension” approving increase to $8.00 per month for Nancy Smalling, 
resident of Union Depot, Sullivan County, Tennessee, commencing 
25 July 1866. Certificate issued 11 March 1869. 


18 May 1876 


Oath of Allegiance of A. J. Hall, Administrator of the Estate of 
Nancy Smalling, deceased. 


12 September 1876 


Affidavit of A. G. Smalling verifying burial expense of Nancy 
Smalling. 


31 October 1876 


Application “For Allowance From Arrears Due A Deceased Pen- 
sioner To Defray Expenses of Last Sickness and Burial,” by A. J. 
Hall, Administrator of Estate of Nancy Smalling who died near 
Union Depot, Sullivan County, Tennessee, on the 17th January 1872. 


CENSUS RECORDS OF NANCY AGNES OLIVER 
AND ROBERT SMALLING 
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Census records found for Nancy and Robert Smalling and their children 
are listed here to complete this historical sketch of Nancy and provide a 
record for her descendants. 


1830 Sullivan County, Tennessee Census 


p. 311 — Robert Smalilen age 40-50 (born 1780-1790) 
One male Under 5 (born 1825-1830) 
One male 5-10 (born 1820-1825) 
One male 10-15 (born 1815-1820) 
One female (Nancy) 30-40 (born 1790-1800) 


One female Under 5 (born 1825-1830) 
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1830 Washington County, Virginia Census 


p. 251 


One female 
One female 


— William Goodman 
One female (Mary “Polly”) 


1840 Sullivan County, Tennessee Census 


p. 101 


— Robert Smalling 
Two males 
One male 
One female (Nancy) 
One female 
Two females 


1850 Sullivan County, Tennessee Census 


pads 
919/919 


p. 76 
922/922 


p. 66 
787/787 


1850 Washington County, Tennessee Census 


p. 126 
332/347 


— Robert Smallen 
Nancy Smallen 
Elizabeth Smallen 


Sam Smallen 
Abram Smallen 
Wm. Smallen 


Eliza Smallen (?) 


— Soloman Smallen 


Eliza Smallen 
Amanda Smallen 
Jno. Smallen 
Sarah Smallen 
Margaret Smallen 
Granville Smallen 


— Robert W. Smallin 


Harriet Smallin 
Alfred 


— Marmaduke Smallen 


Nancy Smallen 
William Smallen 


5-10 (born 1820-1825) 
10-15 (born 1815-1820) 
age 20-30 (born 1800-1810) 
15-20 (born 1810-1815) 
age 70-80 (born 1760-1770)? 
5-10 (born 1830-1835) 
10-15 (born 1825-1830) 
40-50 (born 1790-1800) 
15-20 (born 1820-1825) 
20-30 (born 1810-1820) 


age 17, born Virginia — 
Farmer [? age 71] 

age 53, born North Carolina 
(Nancy Agnes Oliver) 

age 32, born Tennessee 
(Daughter) 

age 20, born Tennessee 

age 16, born Tennessee (Son) 
age 7, born Tennessee 
(Grandson) 

age 5, born Tennessee 
(Granddaughter) 


age 33, born Tennessee 
(Son of Nancy Smalling) 
age 28, born Tennessee 
age 10, born Tennessee 
age 8, born Tennessee 
age 6, born Tennessee 
age 4, born Tennessee 
age 1, born Tennessee 


age 25, born Tennessee 
Farmer (Son of Nancy 
Smalling) 

age 25, born Tennessee 
age 4/12, born Tennessee 


age 30, born Tennessee — 
Farmer (Son of Nancy 
Smalling) 

age 30, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 


Henry Smallen 
Mary C. Smallen 

Baker (m) 
William Baker 


1860 Sullivan County, Tennessee Census 


p. 80 
788 / 788 


p. 80 
787 | 787 


p. 79 
767/767 


A. G. (Abraham) Smalling 


Sarah J. Smalling 
Henrietta Smalling 
John E. Smalling 
Robert Smalling 
Nancy Smalling 


Wm. L. Smalling 
Elizabeth Smalling 


Elizabeth J. Smalling 
Harriet C. Smalling 


David (Daniel) Scalf 
Susannah Scalf 


Nancy J. Scalf 
George W. Scalf 
Mary E. Scalf 
Dorthula A. Scalf 
Sam’ M. Scalf 
David R. Scalf 
Martha M. Scalf 


1860 Carter County, Tennessee Census 


p. 416 
450/414 


p. 452 
778/886 


R. W. Smalling 


Harriett Smalling 
Alfred B. Smalling 
James H. Smalling 
Andrew T. Smalling 
Clementine J. Smalling 


D. W. Smalling 
(Marmaduke) 


Nancy Smalling 
William Smalling 
Henry Smalling 


age 3, born Tennessee 
age 1, born Tennessee 
age 20, born Tennessee 
age 23, born Tennessee 


age 27, born Tennessee 
Farmer (Son of Nancy 
Smalling) 

age 24, born Tennessee 

age 1, born Tennessee 

age 1/12, born Tennessee 
age 81, born Tennessee 

age 60, born North Carolina 
(Nancy Agnes Oliver) 

age 16, born Tennessee 


age 43, born Tennessee 


(Daughter of Nancy Smalling) 


age 10, born Tennessee 
age 1/12, born Tennessee 


age 38, born North Carolina 
age 36, born Tennessee 


(Daughter of Nancy Smalling) 


age 16, born Tennessee 
age 14, born Tennessee 
age 12, born Tennessee 
age 9, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Tennessee 
age 3, born Tennessee 
age |, born Tennessee 


age 37, born Tennessee 
Farmer (Son of Nancy 
Smalling) 

age 37, born Tennessee 
age 10, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 
age 2, born Tennessee 
age 6/12, born Tennessee 
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age 39, born Tennessee — Day 


Laborer (Son of Nancy 
Smalling) 

age 39, born Tennessee 
age 15, born Tennessee 
age 12, born Tennessee 
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Nancy A. Smalling 
Martin V. Smalling 
Virginia Smalling 
Sarah J. Smalling 


1870 Sullivan County, Tennessee Census 


p. 459 
40/40 


p. 461 
73/73 


p. 523 
146 


p. 461 
74/74 


p. 522 
26/26 


— A.G., Smalling (Abram) 


Sarah J. Smalling 
Henry E. Smalling 
John Smalling 
Mary A. Smalling 
Nancy Smalling 
Robert Smalling 
Landon Smalling 
Charles Smalling 
Nancy Smalling 


Elizabeth Smalling 


Harriet C. Smalling 


Daniel Scalf 
Susanna Scalf 


Nancy Jane Scalf 
Mary E. Scalf 
Soloman D. Scalf 
Sarah C. Scalf 
William M. Scalf 


Wm. M. Small (Smalling) 


Julia Small 
John Small 


Andrew J. Jones 


Eliza A. Jones 


Mary Jones 
William Jones 
Martha Jones 
Amanda Jones 
Marshall Jones 


age 7, born Tennessee 
age 6, born Tennessee 
age 4, born Tennessee 
age 2, born Tennessee 


age 37, born Tennessee 
Farmer (Son of Nancy 
Smalling) 

age 36, born Tennessee 
age 12, born Tennessee 
age 10, born Tennessee 
age 8, born Tennessee 
age 6, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 
age 3, born Tennessee 
age I, born Tennessee 
age 76, born 

(Nancy Agnes Oliver) 


age 52, born Tennessee 


(Daughter of Nancy Smalling) 


age 10, born Tennessee 


age 52, born North Carolina 


age 48, born Tennessee 


(Daughter of Nancy Smalling) 


age 22, born Tennessee 
age 21, born Tennessee 
age 9, born Tennessee 
age 6, born Tennessee 
age 4, born Tennessee 


age 28, born Tennessee 


(Grandson of Nancy Smalling) 


age 19, born Tennessee 
age 8/12, born Tennessee 


age 37, born Virginia 
Farmer 

age 23, born Virginia 
(Granddaughter of Nancy 
Smalling) 

age 9, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 
age 2, born Tennessee 
age 3/12, born Tennessee 


1870 Carter County, Tennessee Census 


p. 42 
7/7 


p. 70 
103/103 


Duke Smalling 
(Marmaduke) 


Nancy Smalling 
Henry S. Smalling 


Nancy A. Smalling 
Martin V. Smalling 


Virginia A. Smalling 
Sarah J. Smalling 
Robert W. Smalling 
Margaret Smalling 


Robert Smalling 


Harriett Smalling 
Alfred B. Smalling 
James H. Smalling 


age 58, born Tennessee — 
Farmer — (Son of Nancy 


Smalling) 
age 49, born Virginia 


age 23, born Tennessee — 


Laborer on Railroad 
age 16, born Tennessee 


age 15, born Tennessee — 


Farm Laborer 

age 13, born Tennessee 
age 11, born Tennessee 
age 9, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Tennessee 


age 45, born Tennessee — 


Farmer (Son of Nancy 
Smalling) 

age 46, born Tennessee 
age 20, born Tennessee 
age 16, born Tennessee 


Andrew T. Smalling 
Clementine J. Smalling 
Robert D. (David) Smalling 
George P. Smalling 


age 12, born Tennessee 
age 11, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 
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1880 Sullivan County, Tennessee Census. (State of birth of the person listed 
and his/her father and mother are listed to the right) 


p.391 
39/40 


p. 391 
41/42 


p. 392 
55/57 


Elizabeth Smalling 61!— Weaver TN TN 

(Dau. of Nancy Smalling) 
Harriett C. 20 TN TN 
A. G. Smalling 46—Farmer/Widower TN TN 
(Abram) (Son of Nancy Smalling) 
John E. Smalling 20 — Farmer TN TN 
Mary A. Smalling 18 — Keeping house T™N TN 
Nancy L. Smalling 16 TN TN 
Robert W. Smalling 14— Works on farm TN TN 
Landon H. Smalling 12— Crippled TN TN 
Charley A. Smalling 11 ™ IN 
Sallie C. Smalling 7 T™N TN 
Lula J. Smalling 5 ™N TN 
Soloman Smalling 63 — Farmer (Md. TN TN 

within yr.) 

(Son of Nancy Smalling) 
Evaline J. Smalling 21— Keeping house TN TN 
Soloman M. Smalling 14 TN TN 
Mary L. Smalling 10 TN TN 
Francisca Smalling 8 TN TN 
John H. Smalling 6 IN TN 


NC 


T™N 
NC 


T™N 
TN 
T™N 
TN 
TN 
T™N 
T™N 
T™N 


NC 


T™N 
™N 
™N 
™ 
T™N 


332 


p.384 
161/163 


Andrew J. Jones 
Eliza Ann Jones 


Martha Jones 
Manda M. Jones 
Marshall Jones (m) 
Thomas Jones 
Jinnie Jones (f) 
Daniel W. Jones 


1880 Carter County, Tennessee Census. 


p. 283 
43/43 


p. 315 
98/103 


p. 321 
213/223 


Duke W. Smalling 


Nancy Smalling 
Virginia A. Smalling 
Robert W. Smalling 
Margaret Smalling 


Robert Smalling 


Harriett Smalling 
James H. Smalling 
Andrew T. Smalling 
David R. Smalling 
George P. Smalling 
Virginia A. Shell 


David Scalf 
Susannah Scalf 


Soloman Scalf 
Sarah Scalf 
Wilburn Scalf 


50 — Farmer TN IN TN 
37 — Keeping house VA VA VA 
(Granddaughter of 
Nancy Smalling) 
15 TN TN VA 
12 T™N TN VA 
9 TN TN VA 
7 TN TN VA 
5 ™T TN VA 
1 TN TN VA 
69 — Peddling TN TN TN 


69 — 


22 
20 
17 


56 — 


56— 


(Son of Nancy Smalling) 

Keeping house VA PA PA 
TN TN VA 
TN TN VA 
TN TN VA 


Farmer TN TN TN 
(Son of Nancy Smalling) 
Keeping house TN TN TN 


25 — Bridge Carpenter ITN TN TN 


22— 


17 
14 
11 


60 — 
60 — 


17— 


15 
13 


Farmer ™ TN TN 
TN TIN TN 
™ TN TN 

(Niece) ™ TN TN 

Farm Labor NC NC NC 

Housekeeping TN TN TN 


(Dau. of Nancy Smalling) 

Farm Labor TN NC TN 
TN NC TN 
TN NC TN 


1900 Sullivan County, Tennessee Census. (State of birth of the person listed 
and his/her father and mother are listed to the right) 


p. 81 
33/34 


p. 81 
87/88 


Wm. Smalling 57 — June 1842 T™ TN TN 
(Grandson of Nancy Smalling) 
Julia A. Smalling 48 — July 1851 TN TN TN 
Cordelia M. Smalling 21 — June 1878 TN TN TN 
Mary J. Smalling 20 — March 1880 TN TN TN 
Nora B. Smalling 18 — March 1882 IN TN TN 
Hattie C. Smalling 15— May 1885 TN TN TN 
Dora B. Smalling 12 — May 1888 TN TN TN 
Winnie E. Smalling 10— March 1890 T™ TN TN 
Soloman Smalling 83— June 1816 — ™N — — 
Farmer—(Son of Nancy Smalling) 
Evaline Smalling 49 — April 1857 TN TN TN 
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Thomas D. Smalling 12 — Dec. 1887 ™ TN TN 
(Grandson) 
Rolf Smalling 8 — Oct. 1891 ™ TN TN 
(Grandson) 
p.82 — Abraham Smalling 67—Sept. 1832 TN TN TN 
37/38 Farmer—(Son of Nancy Smalling) 
Delila A. Smalling 53— May 1847 TN TN TN 
Robert R. Smalling 34— Aug. 1865 TN TN TN 
Landon Smalling 32 — Oct. 1867 TN TN TN 
Lula Smalling 25 — May 1875 TN TN TN 
Mollie A. Buckles 10 — March 1890 TN TN TN 
(Granddaughter) 
p. — Andrew J. Jones 69 — Sept. 1830 T™N TN TN 
192/197 Farmer 
Lisa Jones 54— July 1845 VA VA VA 
(Granddaughter of 
Nancy Smalling) 
Marshall Jones(m) 29— Feb. 1871! ™ TN VA 
Farm Labor 
Webb Jones 20 — Sept. 1879 TN TN VA 
Porter Jones 15 — Sept. 1884 TN TN VA 
Day Labor 
1900 Carter County, Tennessee Census. 
p. 289 — Robert W. Smawling 75 — Jan. 1825 TN TN TN 
43/43 Widower/ farmer 
(Son of Nancy Smalling) 
David R. Smalling 37— May 1863 TN TN TN 
p. 29! — Susan Scalf 70 — Sept. 1829 T™N TN TN 
87/87 Widow 
(Dau. of Nancy Smalling) 
Sarah E. Scalf 34 — Dec. 1865 ™N ™ 
Mary B. Scalf 8 — Dec. 1891 ITN TN 
(Granddaughter) 
Eva T. Scalf 4— May 1896 TN ™N 
(Granddaughter) 
Dennie J. Scalf. 1!1/ 12— May 1900 TN T™N 


(Granddaughter) 


SUMMARY OF RESEARCH ON NANCY AGNES OLIVER 


These above records tell the story of Nancy Oliver, daughter of John 
Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30). Nancy gave her name as Agnes on her 
marriage bond to Hiram Brown in 1810 in Carter County, Tennessee, so we 
know her full name was Nancy Agnes Oliver. This helps to explain our 
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difficulty in locating Hiram Brown’s War of 1812 records where her name is 
listed as Nancy. We learn for the first time from these records that she had 
one child, a daughter, by Hiram Brown named Mary (Polly) and that she 
remarried Robert Smalling. Carter County Marriage Records give the date 
of this second marriage as 14 April 1815. However, of enormous importance 
to our research is her affidavit of 19 September 1860 where she states, “that 
her maiden name was Nancy Oliver, and was born in North Carolina, and at 
12 years of age she came to Carter County, Tennessee. ...” In this affidavit, 
she gave her age as 64, past, placing her year of birth as 1796. In her 
application to be restored to the Pension Rolls after the Civil War on 21 
April 1866, she gave her age as 70 which would make her year of birth as 
about 1796. In the 1850 census, she gave her age as 53 (born 1797) and in 
1860 as 60 (born 1800). The most reliable evidence is probably her affidavit 
of 1860, given under oath, of age 64, born 1796. Her age of 12, when she 
moved to Carter County from her place of birth in North Carolina, would 
fix the date the family moved as 1808. Here, for the first time, was direct 
evidence of this important date. This, also, tells us that she was still a child 
and undoubtedly came with her parents, thus establishing the date of their 
migration from North Carolina to Tennessee. Because of the variations 
between birthdates and month of her affidavit and the 1850 census, this date 
could be 1808 or 1809 which agrees with our estimate from previous 
research. 

Nancy and Robert Smalling raised a large family in Sullivan County, 
Tennessee, including Soloman M. (1817); Elizabeth (1818-1891 /92); Marma- 
duke W. (1820); Susan M. (1822/24); Robert W. (1825-1909); Samuel (?) 
(1830); Abraham G. (1834-1904); and M. Smalling. Excepting Samuel, these 
were the children named in Robert Smalling’s 1855 Will. Census records for 
this family have been traced to 1910 in Sullivan and Carter County, 
Tennessee. One descendant was located in Bristol, Virginia, who had 
researched this family, but knew nothing of Nancy Oliver’s parents. She had 
found evidence of Nancy Oliver and Hiram Brown’s daughter, Polly, in 
Washington County, Virginia, adjoining Tennessee north of Sullivan 
County, Tennessee. These records include a Guardian Bond in 1851 
appointing Robert Smalling, Guardian of Eliza Goodman, a six-year-old 
daughter of Mary (Polly) Goodman and William Goodman, both deceased. 
Eliza is listed with Nancy and Robert Smalling in the 1850 census, age 5. A 
William Goodman, age 20-30, and female 15-20, are listed in the 1830 
Washington County, Virginia Census which could be Nancy’s daughter, 
Polly. Eliza may have married Andrew J. Jones listed in the 1870 Sullivan 
County Census with wife Eliza A., age 23, with children, Mary 9, William 7, 
Martha 5, Amanda 2 and Marshall 3/12. 

We are indebted to Nancy Agnes for the vital role she plays in indentifying 
our Oliver people. From her pension application in 1860 we learn that she 
came from North Carolina to Carter County, Tennessee in 1808/09 when 
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she was 12 years old. Because of her age, she must have come with her 
parents and family which gives us the first direct evidence of this important 
piece of our history. Her name Agnes is also significant because we believe 
Agness Oliver who married Thomas Wicker in North Carolina in 1785 was 
her aunt, the sister of her father, John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/ 30). 
Finally, a special tribute is due Nancy whose life says something of the 
courage and character of these Olivers. Traveling from Rockingham County, 
North Carolina to Carter County, Tennessee in 1808/09 at age 12 through 
wilderness country across the rugged Appalachians, and settling in a strange 
land, no doubt living in primitive conditions was a severe test of life, limb 
and the human spirit. Understandably she married in 1810 at age 14 to begin 
a new and better life. In 1813 she lost her husband in the War of 1812, leaving 
her with an infant daughter all before she was 18 years old. However, she 
picked up her life, remarrying and raising a large family. Her death in 1872 
marked the end of a remarkable life under very difficult pioneer conditions. 
Certainly, her many descendants can be proud of her and their heritage. 





Chapter XIV 


Mary Oliver 
1794/95 — 1887 


Early in our research we discovered the following marriage bond for 
James Perry and Polly (nickname for Mary) Oliver in Carter County, 
Tennessee: 


State of Tennessee ) 
Carter County ) 


Know all men by these presents that we, James Perry and John Olliver 
Senr., are held and firmly bound unto his Excellency Willie Blount, Esquire 
Captain General, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and for the State 
aforesaid and his successors in office in the full and just sum of fifteen hundred 
dollars and void on condition that there be no impediment to obstruct 
marriage between James Perry and Polly Olliver. Witness our hands and seals 
this 20th day of May 1815. 

his 
/s/ James X_ Perry (Seal) 
mark 


/s/ John Oliver (Seal) 


As discussed in Chapter III, this was one of the great keys to our entire 
search for our Oliver people. Considering the fact that Carter County is a 
small isolated community in 1815, and that this is the known home of my 
Oliver people, the marriage of Mary Oliver here was a major discovery 
indicating that she is surely a member of this family and that the John 
Oliver, Senior, signing her Marriage Bond is her father. The accumulated 
evidence confirming this has been documented in detail in previous chapters. 
However, our interest in Mary Oliver and James Perry did not end here. If 
we could locate her after 1815, she might provide extremely valuable infor- 
mation on her father and our Oliver people. Although we had located Nancy 
Agnes Oliver, discussed in the last chapter, she had remained in Carter and 
adjoining Sullivan Counties all her life and provided no indication of what 
happened to John Oliver, Senior, after he came to Carter County in 
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1808/10. Now our last remaining hope was to trace Mary and James Perry. 
This task was not easy as Carter County records after 1815 failed to reveal 
any evidence of her or her husband. The final breakthrough came in August, 
1985, at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. where the military 
records of James Perry were located. These records proved to be extensive 
and led to the final discovery of our Oliver people in Tennessee, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, Oklahoma and Illinois, with descendants now scat- 
tered throughout the United States. Because of the enormous importance of 
these documents, we have summarized each record below as follows: 


1. 4 April 1815 
Fort Deposit (Alabama) 


This is to certify that James Perry, a Private in Capt. Thompson’s Company 
and General Brigade, is furlowed home for better state of health 
agreeable the Doctors (Doct. Candan). Given under my hand. 
James Martin 
Commander 








2. 22 October 1851 

Affidavit of James Perry 

James Perry, resident of Lincoln County, Tennessee, states he was a substi- 
tute for one Samuel Frasier in the War of 1812; that he was a private in a 
company commanded by Capt. Thompson in the Regiment of Tennessee 
Militia commanded by Col. Cailie; that he substituted in Knox County, 
Tennessee, on about the month of September, 1814, for six months and was 
honorably discharged April, 1815; that he makes this declaration for the 
purpose of obtaining the bounty land to which he may be entitled. 


3. 1 November 1851 
U.S. Pension Office Record, Third Auditor’s Office 


James Perry served as a private in Capt. Thompson’s Company from 13 
November 1814, to 19 May 1815. Warrant 373887, dated 14 May 1852, for 
80 acres, issued to James Perry. 


4. 5 November 1858 

Bounty Land Claim of Mary Perry, age 64, a resident of Lincoln County, 
Tennessee, in which she states that she is the widow of James Perry, 
deceased, who was a private in company commanded by Capt. Thompson 
in the War of 1812; that her husband was mustered in at Carter County, 
Tennessee in 1814 and discharged at Fort Deposit 4 April 1815; that she was 
married to James Perry in Carter County, Tennessee on 15 May 1815; that 
her name before her marriage was Mary Oliver; that her husband died in 
Lincoln County, Tennessee on 16 October 1853 and that she is now a 
widow; that she makes this declaration for the purpose of obtaining Bounty 
Land to which she may be entitled under Act of 3 March 1855. 

Witnesses: Jasper N. Perry and Nancy George, residents of Lincoln County, 
Tennessee. 
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5. Undated U.S. Pension Office Record 


Warrant No. 48,409 for 80 (acres) issued to widow of James Perry (maiden 
name Mary Oliver) in 1855 for his service in Capt. Thompson’s Co. Tenn. 
Mil. from 13 November 1814 to 19 May 1815 (Col. Bailie). Proof of cohabi- 
tation—no date given. Widow gave date of marriage May 15, 1815. 


6. 24 December 1858 


Record of Third Auditor’s Office, Treasury Department — James Perry 
served in Capt. S. Thompson’s Company, Tenn. Militia from 13 Nov 1814 
until 19 May 1815. 


7. 8 September 1871 
Declaration of a Widow for Pension under Act of February 14th 1871 


State of Tennessee, County of Lincoln. On this the eighth day of September 
A.D. One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-One personally appeared 
before me, John Y. Gill, Clerk of the County Court of Lincoln County, a 
court of record within and for the County and State aforesaid Mary Perry, 
aged eighty-two years, a resident of Tucker’s Creek, County of Lincoln, 
State of Tennessee, who being duly sworn according to law, declares that 
she is the widow of James Perry who served the full period of sixty days in 
the military service of the United States in the War of 1812; and who was 
the identical James Perry who was enrolled in Captain (Captain’s name not 
remembered) Company, Col. Bailey’s Regiment, Gen. Colters (7) Brigade 
(that he was) enlisted near Elizabethton, Tennessee on the __ day of 
October 1812 and was honorably discharged at Fort Deposit, Ala. on the 
__— day of April 1813; that he was a private in said company — does not 
know whether or not he was in any battle — was sick eight weeks of that 
time and was out. Applicant gave her husband’s discharge to Hon. George 
W. Jones, M.C. when she obtained the last Land Warrant. Two Land 
Warrants were received — one by applicant and (the) other by husband in 
his lifetime; that she was married under the name of Mary Oliver to said 
James Perry on the ___ day of May 1813 by John Williams, Esq. at 
Elizabethton, County of Carter, State of Tennessee, there being no legal 
barriers to said marriage; that her said husband died at Tucker’s Creek, 
Lincoln County, Tennessee on the 16 Oct 1853 and that she has not 
remarried since his death; that at no time during the late rebellion against 
the authority of the United States did she or her said husband adhere to the 
cause of the enemies of the government, giving them aid or comfort, or 
exercise the functions of any office whatever under any authority or 
pretended authority in hostility to the United States; that she will support 
the Constitution of the United States, that she is not in receipt of a pension 
under any Pensions Act; that she makes this declaration for the purpose of 
being placed on the Pension Roll of the United States under the provisions 
of the Act approved February 14th, 1871, and hereby constitutes and 
appoints with full power of substitution and revocation John B. Motley of 
Washington, D.C. her true and lawful attorney to prosecute her claim and 
procure the issuance of a pension certificate to her — that her post office 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


address is George’s Store, County of Lincoln, State of Tennessee and 
her domicile or place of abode is on Tucker’s Creek, Lincoln County, 
Tennessee. 


her 

: Mary X_ Perry 
(Witnesses) mark 
John Swiney (Applicant) 


John A. Ward 


. 9 September 1871 


Affidavit of George W. Morgan, Postmaster of Fayetteville, Lincoln 
County, Tennessee certifying to character and veracity of John Swiney 
and John A. Ward. 


. 14 September 1871 


Letter of John B. Motley, Washington, D.C., to Commissioner of 
Pensions forwarding application of Mary Perry for a pension. 


30 April 1872 

Affidavit of H. M. Franklin, Josephus Stubblefield, John Swiney and J. 
A. Franklin that they have known Mary Perry 25-30 years, that she is the 
widow of James Perry who she married near Elizabethton, Carter County, 
Tennessee in May 1813, that her name was Oliver and that James Perry 
served in the War of 1812. 


11 May 1872 

Letter from D. W. Holman, Attorney, of Fayetteville, Tennessee to Com- 
missioner of Pensions — “I enclose you herewith the best proof I have 
been able to get as to the marriage of Mary Oliver to James Perry, soldier 
of 1812. I have written to Carter County, Tennessee, for a copy of the 
Marriage Bond. I will forward that when it comes. There is a great diffi- 
culty in getting up proof about these marriages which occurred 60 years 
ago. Everybody that was present or officiated being dead.” 


9 July 1872 

Affidavit of Nancy George of Moore County, Tennessee, age 61, that she 
has been acquainted with James Perry and his family for 55 years; that he 
had two children at that time (55 years ago) and they were about 4 years 
old; that they were living together as man and wife; that they have been 
neighbors since that time up to his death 16 October 1854; that his wife 
Mary is now a widow and lives within a half mile of her. 


John Swiney, Justice of the Peace. 


11 November 1872 

Affidavit of Mary Perry, Moore County, Tennessee, that she is the widow 
of James Perry and that she was married to him in Carter County, 
Tennessee, on the 9th day of May 1813 and that she remains his widow 
and that she has never married since and that he was a Soldier in 1812 and 
“T have the Family Bible with our marriage and four childrens ages in it 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 
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and it is all the Bible we ever had and before I was married my name was 
Mary Oliver.” 
her 


Mary X_ Perry 
mark 


20 November 1872 


Affidavit of H. M. Franklin, Moore County, Tennessee that the following 
is an exact copy from the Family Bible of James Perry: “James Perry and 
Mary Oliver were married May 9, 1813.” That the “said record seems to 
have been made many years ago.” 


22 November 1872 


Letter from Holman & Holman, Attorneys-At-Law, to Commissioner of 
Pensions, Washington, D.C.: 

“We herewith enclose you some ‘proof’ in claim of Mary Perry, widow of 
James Perry, Soldier of 1812, applicant for Pension and trust it will be 
sufficient to have the claim allowed.” 


29 November 1872 


Letter from the Commissioner of Pensions, Washington, D.C., to J. B. 
Motley, Esq. — “In the claim of Mary Perry for a widow’s pension under 
Act of Feb. 14, 1871, No. 6868, the claimant is requested to forward to this 
office the Family Bible containing the record of her marriage to be used as 
evidence in the claim. After adjudication of the claim the record will be 
promptly returned.” 


8 February 1873 


Letter from Commissioner of Pensions to John B. Motley. No satisfactory 
response has been received in the claim of Mary Perry to the evidence 
requested, viz: Family record. 


15 March 1873 


Letter from D. W. Holman, Attorney, Fayetteville, Tennessee to John B. 
Motley, Esq., Washington, D.C.: 

“I sent for the Family record in this case and after some delay received it. 
Upon inquiry I found that the entry of the marriage of James Perry to 
Mary Oliver was made a considerable time after the marriage. It was 
perhaps transferred from an entry in another Book. It is a small Bible and 
the entry is on a fly leaf in the back of the Book, there being no blank 
leaves in the middle or usual place. I thought till I saw it that it was all 
regular. The Bible is old and worn and has doubtless been in the family a 
great number of years .... They (the family) say .... that proof of marriage 
can be made by some relatives living in Alabama and they say they will 
employ someone to go down and get the proof. Two Land Warrants have 
been issued to this old woman and I presume in point of fact she is justly 
entitled to the Pension she asks for .... I will send this Bible if it is still 
desired.” 
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19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


20 March 1873 


Letter from John B. Motley, Esq., to Commissioner of Pension forwarding 
a statement of the information contained in D. W. Holman’s letter of 15 
March 1873 in No. 18 above: 


“The written notices are respectfully returned to your office with endorse- 
ments upon them explanatory of the difficulties encountered in endeavor- 
ing to obtain the further testimony required. Please advise me what to do 
further in these cases and I will endeavor to satisfy the office of the bona 
fide character of the applicants.” 


10 April 1873 

Pension Office, Department of the Interior, internal record of corre- 
spondence: 

“Respectfully returned to John B. Motley, Esq., Washington, D.C. with 
the information that the family record is required.” 


“Mr. Holman will please forward the record” — Motley. 
“T herewith send the Family Bible as above requested” — W. M. Holman. 


30 April 1873 

Letter from Commissioner of Pensions to John B. Motley, Esq., Washing- 
ton, D.C.: 

“In pension claim of Mary Perry under Act of Feb. 14, 1871, No. 6868, 
you are informed that the record contained in the Bible forwarded by 
claimant, cannot be received to establish the date of marriage. The entry 
appears to be of too recent a date to be considered as reliable evidence. If 
there are children whose ages would establish marriage cohabitation prior 
to Feb. 17, 1815, their testimony will be considered. Witnesses testifying to 
cohabitation must state their ages, and the circumstances by which they fix 
dates. Please return this letter with the evidence.” 


1 August 1873 

Affidavit of Mary Perry, Moore County, Tennessee: 

“Personally appeared before me Mary Perry to me well known who being 
first duly sworn according to law deposing says — I am the widow of 
James Perry, deceased, a Soldier of the War of 1812 and as such am an 
applicant for Pension under Act of Congress February !4th 1871. My 
maiden name was Mary Oliver. I was married to the said James Perry in 
the Month of May 1813. We were engaged to be married before the War 
broke out. He went and served his time and came back and a short time 
after he got back, perhaps not more than a month or two afterwards we 
were married. I have had in all sixteen children by the said James Perry 
and all of them were born in lawful wedlock. Six of my children are dead 
and ten are still living — my oldest, a son, died in infancy. My next oldest 
Manerva married Henry Oliver who is also my nephew, a son of my 
brother Wm Oliver. My next oldest is Nancy who married Wm George. 
My daughters Manerva and Nancy and their husbands are still living. My 
husband died in the year 1853 and I have never married since. I know I am 
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justly entitled to the Pension for which I have applied. Subscribed and 
sworn to before me this the Ist day of August 1873.” 


; h 
John Swiney, J.P. Mary x Perry 
Moore County mark 


State of Tennessee 


31 July 1873 
Affidavit of Henry Oliver and Manerva Oliver. 


State of Tennessee ) Personally appeared before me F. P. Fulton 
Lincoln County _) an Acting Justice of the Peace for said 
County Henry Oliver and Manerva Oliver, 
wife of said Henry with whom I am per- 
sonally acquainted and who being by me first duly sworn according to 
Law deposing saith each for himself and herself as follows — 


Deponent Henry Oliver was born on the 7th day of April 1814 and is now 
in his Sixtieth year. He has often been told by his Father that he was born 
while the War of 1812 was going. The record of my Father’s family which 
is in my possession states that I was born at the time mentioned. Deponent 
Henry Oliver was married to Manerva Perry, a daughter of James and 
Mary Perry on the 17th November 1834. Deponent Henry is about two 
years older than his said wife. James Perry was always spoken of and 
recognized as a soldier of 1812. I have often heard him speak of being in 
the army and tell a great many things that happened while he was out in 
the war as a soldier. I have heard him say that he went out into the service 
a short time after the war commenced and served his time out and was 
married a short time after his return to Mary Oliver while the war was 
going on. My best recollection is that he stated that they were married in 
the year 1813. I remember he drew a Land Warrant before his death. 


Deponent Manerva Oliver states for herself I am the oldest living child of 
James and Mary Perry. I was born in the year 1816. I can not state 
positively the month or day of the month, but there is about two years 
difference in the age of myself and husband, Henry Oliver. We were 
married at the time mentioned by him in this Deposition. My mother’s 
oldest child by my Father, which was a boy, died in infancy. I have heard 
my Father frequently talk about having been in the War of 1812 and tell 
about a great many things that took place while he was out in the Army. I 
have heard my Father and Mother often speak of their being engaged to be 
married when my Father went into the War and that he went and served 
his time out and came back and married in a short time after his return. I 
have heard him and my Mother both say that peace was made after they 
were married. I have living five brothers and four sisters all younger than 
myself. My oldest child, a son, is about 38 years of age. I have no doubt as 
to the fact that my Father James Perry was married to my Mother Mary 
Oliver in the year 1813 and from my knowledge of my own age as well as 
from numerous events that I remember, it would be unreasonable and 
impossible that the marriage occurred as much as more than one year after 
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24, 


25. 


26. 


that time. We have no interest in this case. Further saith not. 


his 
Henry X_ Oliver 
mark 
her 
Manerva X_ Oliver 
mark 
1 August 1873 
Affidavit of Nancy George. 
State of Tennessee ) Came before me John Swiney an Acting 
Moore County ) Justice of the Peace for said County, Nancy 


George wife of William George with whom 

I am personally acquainted and who being 
by me first duly sworn desposing says: 
“IT am fifty-six years of age and am a daughter of James and Mary Perry. I 
am next to the oldest child living. My Sister Manerva who married Henry 
Oliver is the oldest living child of my parents. I have often heard my 
parents say that their oldest child, a boy, died in infancy. I was married to 
my husband Wm George about twenty-five or twenty-six years ago. My 
Father James Perry was a Soldier of the War of 1812 and was married to 
my Mother Mary Oliver, during said war as I have always understood. He 
served his time out and came back and married shortly after his return as I 
have heard him and my Mother frequently state. My Father has been dead 
a good many years. I think he died in the year 1853. My Mother is still 
living a widow and was never married but one time. She is quite old and 
infirm. I have no interest in the pension my Mother may receive from the 
government and I believe she is fully entitled to it.” 


: her 
John Swiney, J.P. Nancy X_ George 
mark 


4 August 1873 


Letter of Mary Perry to Commissioner of Pensions postmarked Lynch- 
burg, Tennessee, enclosing “Your proof in regard to my pension claim 
#6868 as the widow of James Perry, deceased, Soldier of 1812, as required 
.... Trusting that it will be sufficient. I am very Respectfully your obedient 
servant. Mary Perry” 


9 August 1873 

U. S. Pension Office internal record of Brief of Claim For a Widow’s 
Pension in the case of Mary Perry, widow of James Perry, a (private) of 
Captain Thompson’s Company, Tennessee Militia. Post Office address: 
George’s Store, Lincoln County, Tennessee. Soldier enlisted November 13, 
1814. Discharged May 19, 1815. 

Rejected by reason of claimants marriage to the Soldier subsequent to 
February 17, 1815. Bty Land Div reports; ‘Widow gave date of marriage 
May 15, 1815,’ and under date of Aug. 1, 1873 she states she married the 
soldier after he returned from service which was May 19, 1815. 
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27. 14 April 1879 
Declaration of a Widow For Pension. 


State of Tennessee, County of Lincoln. Personally appeared before me 
Paul D. Boyce, Clerk of the County Court .... Mary Perry aged Eighty 
five years, a resident of Lincoln County .... declares that she is the widow 
of James Perry who served the full period of fourteen days in the military 
service of the United States in the War of 1812 and was the identical James 
Perry who enlisted in Captain (name not remembered) Company, Col. 
Bailey’s Regiment, Colter’s Brigade near Elizabethtown, Tennessee ... 
October, 1812 and was honorably discharged at Fort Deposit, Ala. on the 
___ day of April 1813, that he was a private in said Company — was sick 
Eight weeks in the Army. Gave his discharge to Hon. Geo. W. Jones, 
member of Congress when she obtained a Land Warrant. She received one 
land warrant and her husband one, that she was married under the name 
of Mary Oliver on the 15 May 1813 by John Williams, a Justice of the 
Peace for Carter County, Tennessee .... that her husband died at Tuckers 
Creek, Lincoln County, Tennessee on the 16 of October 1853 and that she 
has not remarried since his death ....; that she makes this declaration for 
the purpose of being placed on the pension rolls of the United States under 
the provisions of the Act approved March 9, 1878 and ... appoints .... 
Holman & Holman of Fayetteville, Tennessee her ... Attorneys ...; that 
her post office is at Mulberry, County of Lincoln, State of Tennessee; that 
her domicile or place of abode is near Mulberry Village .... 


: her 
Witnesses: Mary X_ Perry 
B. A. Shelton mark 


Floyd Estell 
15 October 1879 


Letter from Holman & Holman, Attorneys, to Commissioner of Pensions: 


“Enclosed find application for pension of Mary Perry, widow of James 
Perry, deceased, Soldier of 1812....” 
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29. 25 February 1880 
Pension Office internal record, “Widow’s Brief,” states that Mary Perry’s 


application for a pension was approved 19 February 1880 for $8.00 per 
month from March 9, 1878 the date of the Act. 


30. 25 May 1920 
Pension Office internal record summarizes case of James Perry and Mary 
Perry and states Mary Perry died prior to October 7, 1887. Also on file in 
this record is a copy of the Marriage Bond of Mary Oliver to James Perry 
made by James L. Bradley, Clerk of the County, Court of Carter County, 
Tennessee, as follows: 


State of Tennessee ) Know all men by these presents that James 
Carter County ) Perry and John Oliver Sen. are held and 
firmly bound unto his Excelency Willie 
Blount Esquire Captain General Governor 
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and Commander-in-Chief in and over the State aforesaid and his succes- 
sors in office in the full and just sum of fifteen hundred dollars and valid 
on condition that there be no Impedement to obstruct the marriage 
between James Perry and Mary Oliver. 
Witness our hands and seal this 20th day of May 1815. 

his 

James X_ Perry 
mark 


John Oliver Seal 


The above records were of monumental importance to our research giving 
us the first direct evidence of the existence of another son of John Oliver Sr. 
(1750/55-1826/30), named William. It appeared at this time that Henry 
Oliver, son of William, married to Manerva Perry, the daughter of James 
Perry and Mary Oliver, could be a vital key to tracing this family. This 
indicated that more remained to be done and an exhaustive search was 
necessary for every possible evidence of Mary Oliver Perry and her family in 
Lincoin County, Tennessee. Unfortunately, only one descendant of Mary 
Oliver Perry could be found in Lincoln County and he knew nothing of the 
history of this family. We were left then with the task of piecing together this 
history from those records which had survived, the first and most reliable of 
which was the census records. 

Lincoln County, which was formed in 1809, is located south of Nashville, 
Tennessee bordering Alabama on the south. Here at the county seat of 
Fayetteville, Tennessee, Andrew Jackson collected his troops for the cam- 
paign against the Creek Indians in the War of 1812. As the above military 
records of James Perry indicates, he was discharged at Fort Deposit, 
Alabama in 1815 and, no doubt, was acquainted with the Lincoln County 
area, probably having passed through the county on the way to and return 
from the Creek Campaign. He first appears in the census record for Lincoln 
County in 1830. He is not listed in the 1820 Lincoln County Census, the first 
census of the county that has survived, and presumably was not here at that 
time. Carter County, Tennessee, County Court Minutes for 1819-20 contain 
the following: 


... ordered by the Court that James Perry be appointed Administrator of all 
and singular the goods and chattles rights and credits of Samuel Perry, dec. 
and enters into bond .... 


If this is the same James Perry who married Mary Oliver in Carter County in 
1815, it indicates they were still living in Carter County at this time in 
1819-20. It also could indicate that Samuel Perry was James Perry’s father. 
Following are the census records for the family of James Perry and Mary 
Oliver Perry: 
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CENSUS RECORDS OF MARY OLIVER AND JAMES PERRY 


FAMILY 


1830 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census 


p. 224 — 


James Perry 

Three males 

One male 

One female (Mary) 
One female 

Two females 

Two females 


age 30-40 (born 1790-1800) 
Under 5 (born 1825-1830) 
5-10 (born 1820-1825) 
20-30 (born 1800-1810) 
Under 5 (born 1825-1830) 
5-10 (born 1820-1825) 
10-15 (born 1815-1820) 


1840 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census 


p. 20 — 


James Perry 

One male 

Two males 

One male 

One female (Mary) 
One female 

Two females 


age 40-50 (born 1790-1800) 
Under 5 (born 1835-1840) 


5-10 (born 1830-1835) 
15-20 (born 1820-1825) 
40-50 (born 1790-1800) 
10-15 (born 1825-1830) 
15-20 (born 1820-1825) 


1850 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census 


p. 71 — 
1220/1220 


p. 63 — 
1109; 1109 


p. 63 — 
1097/1097 


p. 102 = 
168/768 


James Perry 
Mary Perry 

Mary Perry 

Sarah Perry 
Samuel Perry 
Joseph (Jasper) N. 
Susan C. Perry 
Louise Perry 


George W. Perry 


Eliza Perry 
James W. Perry 


Sarah A. Perry 
Mary F. Perry 
Martha J. Perry 


William Perry 


Elizabeth M. Perry 
Nancy A. Perry 
Mary A. Perry 
George Perry 
Tabitha Perry 


age 62, born North Carolina — Farmer 
age 50, born North Carolina 

age 23, born Tennessee (Daughter) 
age 21, born Tennessee (Daughter) 
age 18, born Tennessee (Son) 

age 16, born Tennessee (Son) 

age 9, born Tennessee (Daughter) 
age 5, born Tennessee (Granddaughter) 


age 20, born Tennessee —- (Son of James 
Perry) 
age 19, born Tennessee 


age 24, born Tennessee — (Son of James 
Perry) 

age 20, born Tennessee 

age 3, born Tennessee 

age 1, born Tennessee 


age 24, born Tennessee — (Son of James 
Perry) 

age 23, born Tennessee 

age 7, born Tennessee 

age 4, born Tennessee 

age 2, born Tennessee 

age 1/12, born Tennessee 
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p. 72 — 
1227/1227 


William George 
Nancy George 


Benjamin George 
Mahaley George 
Elizabeth D. George 
James M. George 
Sarah J. George 


age 40, born Tennessee 
age 26, born Tennessee — (Daughter of 
James Perry) 

age 12, born Tennessee 

age 11, born Tennessee 

age 8, born Tennessee 

age 2, born Tennessee 

age 3/12, born Tennessee 


This 1850 census accounts for all of James and Mary Perry’s children 
except Manerva and husband, Henry Oliver, who are not listed. 


1860 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census 


p. 29 — 
759-738 


p. 176 — 
451/451 


p. 28 — 
758/737 


p. 29 — 
765/744 


p. 29 — 
761/740 


Mary Perry 
Sarah Perry 


Susan Perry 


Philander Perry 
Newton Perry 


Newton (Jasper) Perry 


Elizabeth Perry 
Mary Perry 


Samuel Perry 


Elizabeth Perry 
Mary Perry 
Sarah Perry 
Martha Perry 
Susan Perry 


G. (George) W. Perry 


Eliza Perry 
William Perry 
Elizabeth Perry 
James Perry 
Martha Perry 


William George 
Nancy George 


James George 
Sarah George 
Samuel George 
William George 
Philander George 


age 65, born North Carolina — Spinning 

age 29, born Tennessee — Spinning — 
(Daughter of James Perry) 

age 22, born Tennessee — Weaving — 
(Daughter of James Perry) 

age 5, born Tennessee 

age 3, born Tennessee 


age 23, born Tennessee — Farmer — 
(Son of James Perry) 

age 24, born Tennessee 

age 1!, born Tennessee 


age 27, born Tennessee — Farmer — 
(Son of James Perry) 

age 28, born Tennessee 

age 7, born Tennessee 

age 6, born Tennessee 

age 4, born Tennessee 

age 5/12, born Tennessee 


age 30, born Tennessee — Farmer — 
(Son of James Perry) 

age 28, born Tennessee — Sewing 

age 8, born Tennessee 

age 6, born Tennessee 

age 5, born Tennessee 

age 3, born Tennessee 


age 47, born Tennessee — Farmer 
age 35, born Tennessee — Weaving — 
(Daughter of James Perry) 

age 13, born Tennessee 

age 10, born Tennessee 

age 8, born Tennessee 

age 5, born Tennessee 

age 2, born Tennessee 


p. 176 — 
450/450 


Thomas Holeman 
Mary Holeman 


Sarah Holeman 
James Holeman 


age 25, born Tennessee 
age 30, born Tennessee 


age 7, born Tennessee 
age 3, born Tennessee 
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— (Daughter of 
James Perry) 


The brothers, James W. Perry and William W. Perry, are missing from the 
1860 Lincoln County, Tennessee, Census. However, we found William in the 
1860 Census for Fulton County, Arkansas as follows: 


p. 450 — 
314/47 


William Perry 


Elizabeth Perry 
Nancy Perry 
Mary Perry 
George Perry 
Tabitha Perry 
John Perry 
William Perry 


1870 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 


p. 186 — 
45/45 


p. 186 — 
51/51 


p. 186 — 
53/53 


Mary Perry 
Sallie (Sarah) Perry 


Jas. P. (Philander) Perry 
Jasper N. (Newton) Perrry 
Dacton Perry (male) 

N. C. (Caroline) Perry 
Sophia Perry 


William George 
N. F. (Nancy) George 


Sam’ J. George 

W. A. (William) George 
P. M. (Philander) George 
M. C. George (female) 


B. K. (Bradley) White 
Susan White 


G. D. White (male) 
J. M. S. White (male) 
Cordelia White 
James B. White 


age 38, born Tennessee 


— Farmer — 


(Son of James Perry) 


age 37, born Tennessee 
age 17, born Tennessee 
age 15, born Tennessee 
age 13, born Tennessee 
age 10, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 
age 2, born Tennessee 


age 70, born North Carolina 


age 42, born Tennessee 


age 14, born Tennessee 
age 12, born Tennessee 
age 10, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Tennessee 
age 3, born Tennessee 


age 65, born Tennessee 
age 45, born Tennessee 


age 18, born Tennessee 
age 17, born Tennessee 
age 13, born Tennessee 
age 9, born Tennessee 


age 26, born Tennessee 
age 30, born Tennessee 


age 10, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 


— (Daughter of 
James Perry) 


— (Daughter of 
James Perry) 


— Laborer 
— (Daughter of 
James Perry) 
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p. 345 — 
208/216 


J. W. (James) Perry 


N. E. M. (Nancy) Perry 
M. F. Perry (female) 
Susan E. Perry 

W. M. Perry (male) 

W. A. Perry (male) 

L. A. Perry (female) 
James M. Perry 

L. R. Perry (female) 

R. S. Perry (male) 


age 51, born Tennessee — Farmer — 


(Son of James Perry) 


age 31, born Tennessee 
age 20, born Tennessee 
age 15, born Tennessee 
age 13, born Tennessee 
age 12, born Tennessee 
age 8, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 
age 4, born Tennessee 
age 1, born Tennessee 


1870 Madison County, Alabama Census. 
age 35, born Tennessee — Works by 


p. 246 — 
28/33 


p. 275 — 
100/103 


Samuel Perry 


Elizabeth Perry 
Mary J. Perry 
Sarah F, Perry 
Martha A. Perry 
Susan V. Perry 
Samuel W. Perry 
James S. Perry 
Grant Perry 


Newton Perry 


Elizabeth 

Mary C. Perry 
John C. Perry 
Merica Perry 
James M. Perry 
Martin L. Perry 
George S. Perry 


Job — (Son of James Perry) 


age 36, born Tennessee 
age 17, born Tennessee 
age 15, born Tennessee 
age 13, born Tennessee 
age 9, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 
age 1, born Alabama 


age 38, born Alabama — Farmer — 


(Son of James Perry) 


age 38, born Mississippi 
age 11, born Tennessee 
age 8, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 
age 2, born Alabama 
age 6/12, born Alabama 


1870 Tishomingo County, Mississippi Census. 
age 57, born Tennessee — Farmer — 


p. 372 — 


ay ee 


1880 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. (State of birth of the person 


William Perry 


Elizabeth M. Perry 
Mary A. Perry 
Margarett L. Perry 
John H. Perry 
Martha Perry 
Samuel Perry 


(Son of James Perry) 


age 56, born Tennessee 
age 24, born Tennessee 
age 17, born Tennessee 
age 14, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Alabama 
age 4, born Mississippi 


and his/her father and mother are listed to the right) 


p. 36 — 
95/101 


Mary Perry 88 — widow/ pensioner NC 
Sallie Perry 53 — (Dau. of James Perry) TN 
Newton Perry 21 ™N 


NC 
T™N 
TN 


listed 


NC 
NC 
IN 


p. 36 — 
96/102 


p. 208 — 


pon 
184/188 


George Perry (Dacton) 19 


Caroline Perry 
Sopha Perry 


Bradley White 
Susan White 
George Jr. White 
Jefferson White 
Mary White 
James White 
Martha White 
Henry Jr. White 
Jemima White 
Thomas Jr. White 


James W. Perry 
Nancy E. Perry 
Wm. W. Perry 
Woodruff Perry 
James M. Perry 
Leone Perry 
Robert S. Perry 
Edward Perry 
Walter Perry 
Erskine Perry 
Elinore Yount 
Massey Yount 


Thomas Holman 
Mary Holman 
Hardy Holman 


15 
13 


37 
35 
18 
16 
14 
11 

8 

7 

4 
6/12 


54 
49 
19 
22 
15 
13 
11 
8 
7 
2 
8 
6 


53 
52 
12 


— (Dau. of James Perry) 


— (Son of James Perry) 


— Granddaughter 
— Grandson 


— (Dau. of James Perry) 


1880 Chickasaw County, Mississippi Census. 


p. 303 — 
205/221 


p. 305 — 
___/236 


Jasper N. Perry 
Elizabeth Perry 
Mary C. Perry 
John C. Perry 
May K. E. Perry 
James E. Perry 
Martin L. Perry 
George S. Perry 
William S. Perry 
Lonie J. Perry 


Samuel Perry 
Elizabeth Perry 
Breckenridge Perry 
Sherman Perry 
Grant Perry 

Lee Perry 

Franklin Perry 


54 
54 
20 
18 
16 
14 
12 
10 

8 

4 


47 
47 
15 
13 
10 


6 


— (Son of James Perry) 


— (Son of James Perry) 


TN 
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TN 
TN 
TN 
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TN 
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TN 


TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
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TN 
TN 
IN 
TN 
TN 


TN 
TN 
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TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
TN 
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MISS 
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TN 
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TN 
TN 
TN 
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TN 
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TN 
TN 


TN 
TN 
TN 


NC 
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TN 
TN 
TN 
™N 
TN 
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TN 
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1880 Itawamba County, Mississippi Census. 
p. 478 — William Perry 70 — (Son of James Perry) TN NC NC 


53/54 Elizabeth Perry 66 TN NC NC 
Mary Perry 30 TN TN TN 
Margaret Perry 28 TN TN T™ 
John H. Perry 23 TN TN TN 
Samuel Perry 13 MISS TN TN 
1900 Chickasaw County, Mississippi Census. 
p.9— Jasper N. Perry 66 — Jan. 1834 ™T[ SC SC 
135/138 (Son of James Perry) 
Catherine Perry 56 — Feb. 1844 ALA Germany — Germany 
Sarah 16 — April 1884 MISS GA ALA 
p.51— Samuel P. Perry 80 — Feb. 1820 ™T™[ SC sc 
30/30 (Son of James Perry) 
Betsy Perry 70 ~— Dec. 1829 TIN TN ™ 
1900 Itawanda County, Mississippi Census. 
p.—__ — Sam Perry 32 — April 1868 MISS TN ™ 
___/—_. Valera A. Perry 8 — Oct. 1892 MISS MISS 
William D. Perry 7 — Aug. 1892 MISS MISS 
Erin A. Perry 3 — May 1897 MISS MISS 


Elizabeth Perry 79 — Oct. 1820-(widow TN TN TN 
Wm. Perry, Son of 
James Perry) 


Mary Perry (Sister) 56 — Sept. 1843 TN TN TN 
1900 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 

p. | — F. M. Kent 35 — Feb. 1865 TN TN T™N 

20/20 Caroline Kent 36 — Jan. 1864 TN TN ™N 
Lilly M. Kent 9 — Oct. 1890 TN TN T™ 
John H. Kent 7 — Feb. 1893 TN TN T™ 
Franklin Kent 5 — 1895 TN TN T™ 
Hubert Kent 2 — March 1888 ™N TN ™ 
Sarah E. Perry 67 — June 1833 ™N 


(Mother-in-Law) 
(Dau. of James Perry) 


p.36— Bradley White 57 — Aug. 1842 IN NC NC 

220/220 Susan C. White 60 — May 1840 — TN NC NC 
(Dau. of James Perry) 

Thomas J. White 20 — Dec. 1879 TN TN ™N 

Fanny L. White 17 — Dec. 1882 TN TN ™N 

Ider B. White 13. — May 1887 T™N TN T™N 


p.280— Thomas Holman 70 — TN TN ™N 
108/112 Polly Holman 60 — (Dau. of James Perry) TN TN ™ 
Will Simmons 23 — (Nephew) ™ TN ™N 


1900 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 


p. 241 — J. W. Perry (James) 74 — June 1825 — ™T™ NC NC 
2 (= (Son of James Perry) 
N.E. Perry (Nancy) 60 — Aug. 1840 TN GA TN 
J.M. Perry (James) 36 — March 1864 TN TN ™N 
Leona Perry 33 — Feb. 1867 TN TN ™N 
Edward Perry 29 — March 1871 T™ TN TN 
1910 Chickasaw County, Mississippi Census. 
p.87— Samuel Perry 89 — Farmer — (Son TN TN ™ 
65/66 of James Perry) 
Elizabeth Perry 86 MISS TN ™ 
1910 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 
p. 39 — __ Bradley K. White 65 W— Farmer TN TN IN 
190/192 Susan White 69 — (Dau. of T™T NC NC 


James Perry) 


CHILDREN OF MARY OLIVER AND JAMES PERRY 


The above record of Mary Perry in the 1880 census of Lincoln County, 
Tennessee, is the last record for her in census reports. The military record 
previously discussed indicates she died in 1887. Below is a brief summary of 
the children raised by Mary Oliver Perry and husband, James Perry. 


MANERVA PERRY, 1816/ 17-1884/ 1900 


Born in Tennessee about 1816/17, she married Henry Oliver, her first 
cousin, the son of William Oliver, on 17 November 1834 in Lincoln County 
(we believe), Tennessee. She died after 1884 in Franklin County, Alabama. 
Her history, with her husband, Henry, is discussed later under the chapter on 
William Oliver. 


NANCY PERRY, 1820/25-189__ 


Nancy, born in Tennessee, married William George on 6 May 1847 in 
Lincoln County, Tennessee — his second marriage. Our last record of her 
was her affidavit in Lincoln County, Tennessee in 1873 in support of her 
mother, Mary Perry’s pension application. Her sons, James and Philander, 
appear in the 1900 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. Philander, Samuel J. 
and James M. George are later listed in the 1910 Census for Lincoln County. 
Her daughter, Sarah J., married John K. P. Oliver, son of Henry Oliver, on 
7 January 1869 in Lincoln County, Tennessee. 


WILLIAM PERRY, 1823-1898 


William, born in Tennessee, married Elizabeth M. Allen on | September 
1842 in Lincoln County, Tennessee. He is in Lincoln County, Tennessee 
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Census for 1850. In 1860 we found him in the Fulton County, Arkansas 
Census. His youngest son, William, two years old in the 1860 census, is listed 
as born in Tennessee, indicating he left Tennessee after 1858. As later dis- 
cussed, it appears he and his first cousin, Henry Oliver, went to Fulton 
County, Arkansas together. Henry stayed about a year and moved to 
Franklin County, Alabama. In 1870, William is living with his family in 
Tishomingo County, Mississippi. We again located William with his family 
in Itawamba County, Mississippi Census for 1880. William’s son, George W. 
Perry, and wife are in Franklin County, Alabama in 1870. In 1880, he and 
wife, Amanda, and three children are in Prentiss County, Mississippi, which 
adjoins Itawamba County on the north. In 1900 William’s widow, Elizabeth, 
is living with son, Samuel, in Itawamba County, Mississippi. 


JAMES WILBURN PERRY, 1826-AFTER 1900 


James, born in Tennessee, married Sarah A. Gattis on 6 November 1845 
in Lincoln County, Tennessee; second marriage to Nancy E. White, 2 May 
1855 in Lincoln County, who was killed in a cyclone on 29 April 1909. He 
raised a large family in Lincoln County, Tennessee where he died after 1900, 
the last date he is listed in the county census. 


MARY PERRY, 1827-AFTER 1900 


Mary, born in Tennessee, married Thomas Holman in Lincoln County, 
Tennessee, 29 December 1850. Her daughter, Louisa, married William F. M. 
Oliver, son of Henry Oliver. Our last record for her is in the 1900 Lincoln 
County, Tennessee Census, age 60, with husband, Thomas Holman. 


SARAH PERRY, 1829-AFTER 1900 


Sarah Perry, born in Tennessee, is last listed living with her son-in-law, F, 
M. Kent, and daughter, Caroline, in the 1900 Lincoln County, Tennessee 
Census, age 67. 


GEORGE W. PERRY, 1830-___ 


George, born in Tennessee, married Eliza Duke on 19 December 1849 in 
Lincoln County, Tennessee. Only two census records were found for George 
in 1850 and 1860, both in Lincoln County, Tennessee. Civil War Confederate 
Army records indicate he enlisted 10 March 1862 at Mulberry (Lincoln 
County), Tennessee and served in Company A, 23 Tenn. Inf. He apparently 
survived the war, but no later record was found for him or his descendants. 
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SAMUEL PRESTON PERRY, 1832-27 JUNE 1912 


Samuel, born in Tennessee, married Elizabeth Hunter on 20 October 1850 
in Lincoln County, Tennessee. He is also listed in the 1850 census, age 18, for 
Lincoln County with his parents, Mary and James Perry. The 1860 Lincoln 
County, Tennessee Census lists him, age 27, with his wife, Elizabeth, and 
four children. Like his brother, George W., he enlisted in the Confederate 
Army in Company A, 23 Tenn. Inf. at Mulberry, Lincoln County, Tennessee 
on 10 March 1862. He is listed in the Madison County, Alabama Census in 
1870 and Chickasaw County, Mississippi Census for 1880, 1900 and 1910. 
Confederate Civil War Pension records at the Mississippi State Archives 
show that Samuel applied for pension on 2 September 1907 in Chickasaw 
County where he said he had lived for 35 years. He died 27 June 1912 and is 
buried in the Schooner Valley Cemetery, Houlka, Mississippi. Samuel’s wife 
applied for a pension on 31 August 1912 in Chickasaw County, Mississippi 
after his death. She died in 1917 and the Commercial Appeal newspaper of 
January 9, 1917 contained her obituary as follows: 


“GRANDMA” PERRY DIES 

Houlka, Miss. Jan. 9 — Grandma Perry, who had been living with Mr. and 
Mrs. J. W. S. Perry for several years, died this morning while the family was at 
the breakfast table. From a pain in the night before she gradually became 
numb and died, without a struggle. Mrs. Perry was 97 years old, the oldest lady 
in this part of the state. Her husband, Sam Preston Perry, died in 1912 at the 
age of 92, both coming from Alabama long ago. Mrs. Perry was Miss 
Elizabeth Hunter, and leaves six children, Mrs. Mary Stephens and Mrs. 
Susan Oliver of Huntsville and Russellville, Ala., Sam Perry of Oklahoma, Lee 
Perry of Troy, Grant and J. W. S. Perry of Houlka. Three children are dead. A 
host of relatives and friends mourn her death. Grandma Perry, as she was 
lovingly known, read books and The Commercial Appeal up until the day 
before her death, her eyes being remarkably good for her age. Burial will be 
conducted by Rev. Armour of the Methodist Church at Schooner Valley. 


JASPER NEWTON PERRY, 1834-AFTER 1924 


Jasper, born in Tennessee, married Elizabeth Tennison in Lincoln County, 
Tennessee, 22 January 1858. He is listed in the 1850 Lincoln County Census, 
age 16, with his parents, Mary and James Perry, and again in the 1860 
Census for this county with wife, Elizabeth, and one child. Civil War 
Confederate records show that he enlisted 8 October 1862 at Lynchburg, 
Tennessee (then part of Lincoln County, Tennessee) and was mustered in 
Company E, 23 Tenn. Inf. on 16 November 1862 at Winchester, Tennessee. 
His place of residence was given as Lincoln County, Tennessee. He next 
appears on the 1870 Madison County, Alabama Census and 1880 and 1900 
Census Records for Chickasaw County, Mississippi. We located a second 
marriage for him to Catherine Bridges on 28 December 1899 in Chickasaw 
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County, Mississippi. Confederate Pension Records at the Mississippi State 
Archives show he applied for a pension 27 April 1906 ($75.00 one-time 
payment), stating he was widowed, living in Chickasaw County, Mississippi, 
had one daughter and five sons and was living with his brother. Samuel 
Perry was witness on this application. He again applied for one-time pension 
payments from the State of Mississippi on 14 August 1916 ($75.00); 19 
August 1920 ($150.00); and, 24 June 1924 ($150.00). 


SUSAN C. PERRY, 6 MAY 1840-29 DECEMBER 1910 


Susan C. Perry, born in Tennessee, married Bradley Knox White on 14 
January 1861 in Lincoln County, Tennessee. Susan is the youngest child 
raised by Mary and James Perry and appears to have lived her entire life in 
Lincoln County and died at Mulberry, the general vicinity where James and 
Mary Perry lived. She is listed in the 1850 and 1860 Lincoln County Census 
with her parents, Mary and James Perry, and in the 1870, 1880, 1900 and 
1910 Censuses with her husband and family of ten children. Her husband 
died 16 November 1916 in Lincoln County, Tennessee. One of her descen- 
dants was located in Pennsylvania. 


SUMMARY OF RESEARCH ON MARY OLIVER 


The above records of Mary Oliver Perry and her family are presented here 
in considerable detail because of the important role she plays in our search 
for her brother, William, and father, John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30). 
These records give us the following vital information: 


1) Mary was born about 1794/95 in North Carolina, making her 14-15 years 
old when the family moved from North Carolina to Tennessee in 
1808/10. 

2) Mary married James Perry, a soldier of the War of 1812, in Carter 

County, Tennessee in 1815. The marriage bond was signed by John 

Oliver, Senior. 

Mary and James Perry first appear in Lincoln County, Tennessee in the 

1830 Census, indicating they moved there between the 1820 census and 

1830. 

4) James Perry settled in the same area of Lincoln County, Tennessee where 
William Oliver, age 26-45, and John Oliver, age 45 and over, are listed in 
the 1820 census. William and John lived next door to each other. 

5) In her sworn statement of 1 August 1873, Mary Oliver stated that her 
daughter, Manerva, married Henry Oliver, her nephew, the son of her 
brother, William Oliver. 

6) In 1880, Mary gave North Carolina as her place of birth and the place of 
birth of her mother and father. 


3 


— 
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This information leaves no doubt that Mary Oliver, the daughter of John 
Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30), is living in Lincoln County, Tennessee, 
with her husband, James Perry, by 1830. More important, the marriage of 
her daughter, Manerva, to Henry Oliver in 1834 (apparently in Lincoln 
County), the son of her brother, William Oliver, indicates all these Olivers 
were in this county at this time. This ties in with the discovery of the families 
of William Oliver, age 26-45, and John Oliver, age 45 and over, in the 1820 
Lincoln County Census which is the subject of the next chapter. 

As we leave Mary Oliver Perry, we are impressed by her survival over a 
long life of great hardship in a wilderness frontier bearing sixteen children, 
ten of which she raised. Born in Rockingham County, North Carolina in 
1794/95, she came with her father, John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30), and 
his family to Carter County, Tennessee, in 1808/10, married here in 1815, 
then moved further west to Lincoln County, Tennessee sometime between 
1820 and 1830. Poor and uneducated, she and her husband, James Perry, 
paid a heavy price to be in the forefront of America’s westward migration at 
this time, losing six of her sixteen children. Later she lived through the 
bloody conflict of the Civil War, much of which centered in this Middle 
Tennessee area. Three of her sons were in the Confederate Army. After the 
war, the devastated Southern economy made life extremely difficult. Her 
determination and perseverance over these long difficult years until her 
death in 1887, at age 93, is a tribute to her rugged spirit and we salute her and 
honor her memory. 





Chapter XV 


William Oliver 
1784/87 — 1841 


We first discovered William Oliver in the Marriage Records of Rocking- 
ham County, North Carolina recording his marriage on 23 October 1806 to 
Elizabeth Edging. After an extensive research of all the Olivers in Rocking- 
ham County at this time, we concluded that he could only be the son of John 
Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30). All the other Olivers living here were 
accounted for, leaving John Sr. as the only remaining possible parent of 
William (See Chapter XII). We also determined that William Cunningham 
Jr., the bondsman on William’s marriage bond, was his brother-in-law, the 
husband of his sister, Rebecca Oliver, who we knew from William Asten’s 
1792 Will was the daughter of John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30). We also 
believed that William and Elizabeth came to Carter County, Tennessee in 
1808/10 with John, Senior, and his family. However, like John, Senior, we 
could find absolutely no record of him in Carter County leading us to 
conclude that he must have stayed here a short time and moved away, 
probably further west with the westward flow of migration in 1810. For these 
reasons, the discovery of Mary Oliver Perry and husband, James Perry, in 
Lincoln County, Tennessee in 1830 gave us new hope of locating William. 
Mary’s identification of a brother, William, whose son, Henry, married her 
daughter, Manerva, in Lincoln County in 1834 was almost too good to be 
true! Then to find census records here of not only William, but living next 
door, a John Oliver, age 45 and over, in 1820 was a major breakthrough in 
our research. 

In this chapter we detail all our research on William Oliver and his family 
beginning with the early Lincoln County Census Records. 


1820 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 


p. 31 — John Oliver age 45 and over —“engaged in manufacturers (sic)” 
One female age 26-45 (born 1775-1794) 
One female age 45 and over (born before 1775) 
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p. 31 — William Oliver age 26-45 —engaged in manufacturers 
(born 1775-1794) 
Two males Under 10 —(born 1810-1820) 
Three females Under 10 —(born 1810-1820) 
Two females age 10-16 —(born 1804-1810) 
One female age 26-45 —(born 1775-1794) 
1830 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. (District 3) 
p. 218 — William Oliver age 40-50 (born 1780-1790) 
Two males age 5-10 (born 1820-1825) 
One male age 10-15 (born 1815-1820) 
Two females age 10-15 (born 1815-1820) 
One female age 15-20 (born 1810-1815) 
One female age 40-50 (born 1780-1790) 
1840 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. (District 3) 
p. 17 — William Oliver age 50-60 (born 1780-1790) 
One male age 5-10 (born 1830-1835) 
One male age 15-20 (born 1820-1825) 
One female age 20-30 (born 1810-1820) 


These census records show that in 1820 John Oliver, age 45 and over, and 
William Oliver, age 26-45, were living next to each other in Lincoln County, 
indicating a father-son relationship. Their ages match our ancestor, John 
Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30), and his son, William Oliver (1784/87- 
1841), of Rockingham County, North Carolina, who we previously con- 
cluded moved to Carter County, Tennessee in 1808/10. Also, they are living 
in the same northeast section of Lincoln County (which became Moore 
County in 1871) to which Mary Oliver and husband, James Perry, moved 
from Carter County, Tennessee between 1820 and 1830. Both John and 
William are listed in 1820 as engaged in manufacturers which further 
supports a family relationship, especially in view of the small number of 
persons listed in 1820 in this occupation. These records also show that the 
William Oliver in the 1820 census is the same William listed in 1830 and 
1840. His residence is in the same area and his children match. Other Olivers 
were living in Lincoln County. However, excepting Henry Oliver in 1840, we 
were able to make a sufficient identification showing they were not in our 
Oliver line. Another William Oliver listed in the Lincoln County, Tennessee 
1840 Census was the son of George Oliver, Jr. (1760-1844/45), of Lincoln 
County, North Carolina who was a brother of John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55- 
1826/30), discussed in Chapter XI. The John Oliver, age 45 and over, is not 
listed in the 1830 or later Lincoln County or Tennessee Census records. Our 
last record found for John was a land grant he received on 5 April 1824 
which he sold 20 May 1826. Also, William received a grant on 29 April 1824 
which he sold | June 1826. Both tracts were in the same area and are 
discussed in more detail later in the last chapter. This information indicates 
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John probably died between 1826 and 1830. This is in agreement with the 
Rockingham County, North Carolina Court of Equity Minutes showing 
John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30), was living out-of-state in 1825. We had 
long believed John Oliver, Sr., was dead by 1830 since no census record or 
other evidence of him in 1830 or later in any State could be found. Finally, 
the oldest children of William shown in the 1820 census record were two 
females, age 10-16, indicating they could be the first children of William 
Oliver (1784/87-1841) and Elizabeth Edging, married in Rockingham 
County, North Carolina on 23 October 1806. 

All this information created a strong presumption that the John Oliver, 
age 45 and over, in the 1820 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census, was our 
ancestor, John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30), and William Oliver, age 26-45, 
living next door was his son. Our only hope of proving this was to first locate 
the descendants of William Oliver. This meant that yet another exhaustive 
search must be made. The results of this search are listed in the following 
paragraphs. 


MILITARY RECORDS FROM THE WAR OF 1812. 


After extensive work in the National Archives in Washington, D.C., we 
located records for William Oliver of Lincoln County, Tennessee for service 
in the War of 1812. From these records we were able to determine that this 
William Oliver was the same William Oliver in the Lincoln County, 
Tennessee Censuses of 1820, 1830 and 1840. Because of the importance to 
our research, these records are included here in detail. 


Company Pay Roll: 

2 (Col. Lowry, Lt. Col. Hammons) W. Tenn. Militia 

William Oliver, Private Capt. Thomas Delany’s Co. of Inf., 

2 Reg’t. Tennessee Militia. (War of 1812). 

Appears on Company Pay Roll for Sept. 20, 1814 to April 10, 1815 
Roll dated May 13, 1815 

Commencement of service or of this settlement — Sept. 20, 1814 
Expiration of Service or of this settlement — April 10, 1815 
Term of Service charged, 6 months, 21 days. 

Pay per month, 8 dollars ___ cents. 

Amount of pay, 53 dollars, 60 cents. 


Company Muster Roll: 

Headings as in Company Pay Roll above. 

William Oliver appears on Company Muster Roll for Sept. 20, 1814, when 
mustered into service, to April 10, 1815. Roll dated, Nashville, April 10, 
1815. 

Date of appointment or enlistment: September 20, 1815 

To what time engaged or enlisted: April 10, 1815 

Present or absent: Present. 
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Discharge: 
Wilburn Springs, April the 10th I815. This is to certify that William 
Oliver, a private in (my) Company has been in the service of the U. S. 
from the 20th of September 1814 until the 10th of April 1815 and is 
entitled to an Honorable Discharge and time and Rashions to return to 
Lincoln County 40 miles from this Place and is Entitled to Pay 
Emmoluments for the Same. 
(Signed) T. Delany, Capt. 


William Oliver, a private in Captain Thomas Delany’s Company has 
performed a tour of Duty in the Service Agreeable to Act of Congress 
28th of Feb. 1795 and 18th April 1814 is hereby honorably Discharged. 


(Signed) Lt. Col. Hammons, Col. Lowry 


Power of Attorney: 

Know all men by these presents, that I, William Oliver of Lincoln County 
and State of Tennessee, do irrevocably nominate Andrew Campbell or his 
attorney in fact, of Franklin my attorney for me and in my name and for his 
own proper use to ask, demand, sue for, recover and receive of Robert Searcy 
or any other district pay-master for the State of Tennessee, all such sum or 
sums of money debts or demands whatsoever, which are now due and owing 
unto me the said William Oliver by and from the United States, for my service in 
Capt. Thos. Delaney’s Company for the term of Seven months as per my 
certificate of service herewith; — And to have to use and to take all lawful 
means in my name or otherwise for the recovery thereof, and to give 
acquitances or other sufficient discharges for the same, and to do all acts 
relative to said discharge that I would do provided I was personally present. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed my name, and affixed my seal this 
6th day of June 1816. 


Test. 
Wm. Croft 
David Coble Wm. Oliver Seal 


Note: From the handwriting of W™ Croft’s signature, it appears he also 
signed W™ Oliver’s name. 


Bounty Land Claim of Nancy Oliver. 


State of Tennessee ) 
) Marble Hill 
County of Lincoln _ ) 


On this twenty-second day of March A.D. One thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six, personally appeared before me an acting Justice of the Peace; within 
and for the County and State above written; Nancy Oliver aged sixty-three 
years, a resident of the County of Lincoln in the State of Tennessee; who being 
duly sworn according to law, declared that she is the widow of William Oliver 
deceased; who was a soldier in the Company Commanded by Captain Thomas 
Delany in the twenty-fourth regiment of Tennessee Militia Commanded first 
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by Colonel Lowry, and subsequently commanded by Colonel Leroy Hammons; 
in the war with Great Britain declared by the United States on the eighteenth 
day of June A.D. one thousand eight hundred and twelve, that her said 
husband was drafted at the town of Fayetteville in the County of Lincoln and 
State of Tennessee on the twentieth day of September A.D. one thousand eight 
hundred and fourteen for the term of six months, and continued in actual 
Service in said war for the term of six months and twenty-three days, and was 
honorably discharged at Big Spring in the County of Madison and State of 
Alabama on the eleventh day of April A.D. one thousand eight hundred and 
fifteen. 

She further declares that she was married to the said William Oliver in the 
County of Lincoln in the State of Tennessee on or about the twenty eighth day 
of February A.D. one thousand eight hundred and twelve by one John Frame 
an acting Justice of the Peace; and that her name before her said marriage was 
Nancy Painter, that her said husband died in the County of Lincoln in the 
State of Tennessee on or about the second day of January A.D. one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-one, and that she is now a widow. 

She further declares that there is no tangible family record of her said 
marriage — that by her order the office of the Clerk of the County Court of the 
aforesaid Lincoln County has been diligently searched, and that the Marriage 
license nor copy nor no record of her said Marriage can be found. 

She makes this declaration for the purpose of obtaining the bounty land to 
which she may be entitled under the “act approved March the 3d 1855.” 


Witnesseth N a a 
/s/ S. F. Spencer eae mark id 


We, James B. Eslick and Martin L. Casey, residents of the County of 
Lincoln in the State of Tennessee; upon our oaths, declare that the foregoing 
declaration was signed and acknowledged by Nancy Oliver in our presence, 
and that we believe from the appearance and statements of the applicant that 
she is the identical person she represents herself to be. 


/s/ James B. Eslick 
/s/ M. L. Casey 


The foregoing declaration and affidavit were sworn to and subscribed before 
me on the day and year above written and I certify that I know the affiants to 
be credible persons, that the claimant is the person she represents herself to be, 
and that I have no interest in this claim. 


/s/ Stephen F. Spencer, J.P. 


State of Tennessee, County of Lincoln 


On this twenty-second day of March A.D. one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six, personally appeared before me an acting Justice of the Peace within 
and for the County and State above written, Amos Morris, a resident of 
Lincoln County in the State of Tennessee; who being duly sworn according to 
law declares that he served as Orderly Sergeant at the same time, and with 
William Oliver in the Company Commanded by Captain Thomas Delany in 
the twenty-fourth regiment of Tennessee Militia in the War with Great Britain 
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declared by the United States on the 18 day of June A.D. 1812. 

He further declares that he has been personally acquainted with the said 
William Oliver up to the time of the death of said William Oliver and that he 
has been acquainted with the said Nancy Oliver up to the present time — that 
said William Oliver and said Nancy Oliver were known and reputed in the 
neighborhood where they lived as husband and wife — that he has never heard 
a rumor to the contrary. 

He further declares that the said William Oliver is dead and that the said 
Nancy Oliver is a widow, and that she, present is the identical widow of the 
said William Oliver. 


Witnesseth r ny ee 
/s/ S. F. Spencer ne mark ee 


The foregoing affidavit was sworn to and subscribed before me on the day 
and year above written and I certify that I know the affiant to be a credible 
person. 

/s/ Stephen F. Spencer, J.P. 


State of Tennessee, County of Lincoln 


On this twenty-second day of March A.D. one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six personally appeared before me an acting Justice of the Peace within 
and for the County and State above written, John Lackey, a resident of the 
County of Lincoln in the State of Tennessee; who being duly sworn according 
to law declares that he was personally acquainted with William Oliver and 
Nancy Oliver for the time of two years before the death of the said William 
Oliver and that he has been acquainted with the said Nancy Oliver up to the 
present time — that the said Nancy Oliver was known in the neighborhood 
where they lived as the wife of said William Oliver — that he saw the said 
William Oliver die, and that the deportment of the aforesaid Nancy Oliver on 
that occasion was such as to indicate the disolution of man wife by death. 

He further declares that he was acquainted with several of the children of the 
said William and Nancy Oliver — that they were known by the name of Oliver 
and as the children of the aforesaid Nancy Oliver. 

He further declares that the said Nancy Oliver present is a widow and the 
identical widow of the said William Oliver. 

/s/ John Lackey 


The foregoing affidavit was sworn to and subscribed before me on the day 
and year above written and I certify that I know the affiant as a credible 
person. 

/s/ Stephen F. Spencer, J.P. 


State of Tennessee, County of Lincoln 


On this twenty-sixth day of March A.D. one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-six personally appeared before me an acting Justice of the Peace within 
and for the County and State above written, John Wiseman, a resident of the 
County of Lincoln in the State of Tennessee, who being duly sworn according 
to law declares that he was acquainted with William Oliver and Nancy Painter 
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before they were married — that he was invited to be present at their wedding, 
but was not present — that they were married with in the distance of one half 
mile of his residence — that he saw them the day following their said marriage 
and that John Frame an acting Justice of the Peace told him the said John 
Wiseman that he married them. 

He further declares that he was acquainted with the said William Oliver and 
Nancy Oliver up to the time of the death of the said William Oliver — that he 
has been acquainted with the said Nancy Oliver up to the present time — that 
she is now a widow and the identical widow of the aforesaid William Oliver 
deceased. 

/s/ John Wiseman, Sen. 


The foregoing affidavit was sworn to and subscribed before me on the day 
and year above written and I certify that I know the affiant to be a credible 
person. 

/s/ Stephen F. Spencer J.P. 


State of Tennessee, County of Lincoln 


I, Eli L. Hodge, Clerk of the County Court of Said County do hereby Certify 
that Stephen F. Spencer, Esq. whose Signature appears to the foregoing 
affidavits and acknowledgements is and was at the time of signing the Same an 
Acting Justice of the Peace in and for said County duly Commissioned and 
qualified as such and that the Signatures thereto purporting to be his are 
geniune. 


SEAL In testimony whereof I have hereunto Set my hand 
and affixed my Seal of office this 10th day of 
April 1856. 
/s/ Eli L. Hodge, Clerk 


The above records from the National Archives gives us a priceless glimpse 
of the history of William Oliver, all of which matches John Oliver Senior’s 
(1750/55-1826/30), son William. Here we learn for the first time that Nancy 
Painter, who he married in 1812, was his second wife. Two girls born 
between 1804 and 1810, listed in William’s household in 1820, were both 
born before the 1812 marriage to Nancy. Another girl and a boy born 
1810-1815 may also have been born prior to 1812. This indicates that 
Elizabeth Edging, who married William Oliver in Rockingham County, 
North Carolina on 23 October 1806, is dead before 1812. This second 
marriage in 1812 places William Oliver in Lincoln County at this time, 
suggesting that if he came with his father, John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55- 
1826/30), from Rockingham County, North Carolina in 1808/10, to Carter 
County, Tennessee, he only remained in Carter County a short time before 
moving on to Lincoln County. This also indicates that his father, John, 
Senior, did not come to Lincoln County with William, but later after the 
other children were grown or after 1815 when he signed the marriage bond 
for daughter, Mary Oliver and James Perry. In addition to William’s 1812 
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war service, we learn from Nancy’s application for Bounty Land that 
William died in 1841, explaining the fact that this was the last census in 
which he was listed. 

We do not know what became of Nancy Painter Oliver after the 1856 
Bounty Land Claim. She was listed in the household of John Swinney in the 
1850 Lincoln County Census as follows: 


John Swinney age 32, born Tennessee 
Elizabeth Swinney age 29, born Tennessee 
Louisa Swinney age 9, born Tennessee 
Nancy C. Swinney age 7, born Tennessee 
William E. Swinney age 5, born Tennessee 
James J. Swinney age 2, born Tennessee 
Nancy Oliver age 60, born North Carolina 
Sarah Painter age 60, born North Carolina 


The Sarah Painter listed here is probably Nancy’s sister. John Swinney’s wife 
was Elizabeth Oliver whom he married in Lincoln County on 30 May 1840. 
We believe Elizabeth was a daughter of William and Nancy Oliver. There 
was a Samuel Painter, age 45 and over, in the 1820 Lincoln County Census 
who could be the father of Nancy. He is the only Painter in the 1820 Lincoln 
County Census, indicating he was the first of his family to live in the county. 
The John Swinney shown here in 1850 was the same man whose name 
appears on Mary Oliver Perry’s pension papers, first as a witness in 1871, 
and as the Justice of the Peace for her affidavit on | August 1873. More will 
be said of Elizabeth Oliver later in this chapter. 

Although William Oliver’s records do not list his children, John Lackey 
states in his supporting statement to Nancy’s Bounty Land Claim that he was 
acquainted with several of the children. This indicated William had a large 
family and suggested that the reason John Lackey only knew several of these 
children was that the others, perhaps the older ones, had moved away from 
Lincoln County sometime prior to 1856, the date of the statement. Our 
initial search of Lincoln County bore this out as we were unable, at first, to 
find any information on William’s children or their descendants in the 
county. We then expanded our search into Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma and Illinois. The results of this search follows: 

At the beginning of our search for William Oliver’s children we developed 
the following family profile from the 1820, 1830 and 1840 Lincoln County, 
Tennessee Census Records, and William’s Military Records. 


William Oliver born 1780-1790 
Nancy Painter Oliver born 1793 

Two females born 1804-1810 
One female born 1810-1815 
One male born 1810-1815 
Two females born 1815-1820 
One male born 1815-1820 


Two males born 1820-1825 
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Information found on the children of William Oliver is summarized in the 
following paragraphs. 


HENRY OLIVER, 7 APRIL 1814 — 31 AUGUST 1884 


Of the four sons and five daughters of William Oliver (1784/87-1841), 
Henry was the first whom we could definitely identify. In her affidavit of | 
August 1873 in Lincoln County, Tennessee, Mary Oliver Perry stated that 
“my next oldest, Manerva, married Henry Oliver who is also my nephew, a 
son of my brother Wm. Oliver.” From Henry’s affidavit of 31 July 1873, 
supporting his Aunt Mary Oliver Perry’s pension application, we learn he 
was born 7 April 1814, probably in Lincoln County, Tennessee, and was 
married to Manerva Perry, 17 November 1834. This birth date matches one 
of the sons of William Oliver in the 1820 and 1830 Lincoln County, 
Tennessee Census. This also indicates that Henry is the first son of William 
by his second wife, Nancy Painter, whom he married in 1812. Henry’s place 
of marriage is not stated by him and his marriage record is not listed in 
Lincoln County Marriages. However, Manerva Perry was living with her 
parents in Lincoln County in 1830 and, we believe, her marriage to Henry 
was also in Lincoln County. This indicates that Henry was living in Lincoln 
County at this time and that his parents were here also. As we have stated, 
the William Oliver listed in the 1820, 1830 and 1840 census for Lincoln 
County was living in the same general area of the county as Mary Oliver and 
husband, James Perry. This web of circumstantial evidence is further 
strengthened by the appearance of Henry Oliver in the 1840 Lincoln County 
Census as follows: 


1840 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 


p.4— Henry Oliver age 20-30 (born 1810-1820) 
Two males Under 5 (born 1835-1840) 
One female (Manerva) age 20-30 (born 1810-1820) 


This census also places Henry Oliver in the same area of the county as his 
father, William Oliver. The male child listed here “Under 5” is the son 
Manerva said was 38 years old in 1873. 

Henry Oliver was not listed in the 1850 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census 
or in any other county in Tennessee in 1850, 1860 or later. We finally found 
him in the 1860 Census in Fulton County, Arkansas as follows: 


1860 Fulton County, Arkansas Census. 


p.452— Henry Oliver age 45, born Tennessee — Farmer 
327/60 Manerva Oliver age 43, born Tennessee 

Mary Oliver age 18, born Tennessee 

John Oliver age 14, born Tennessee 


George Oliver age 12, born Tennessee 
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Sarah Oliver age 8, born Alabama 
Franklin Oliver age 4, born Alabama 


p.452—  Wnm. F. M. Oliver age 23, born Tennessee — Farm Laborer 
328/61 Lizz (Louisa J.) age 16, born Tennessee 


William F. M. Oliver is the son of Henry Oliver who married Louisa J. 
Perry, 16 September 1859, in Lincoln County, Tennessee. Louisa was a 
daughter of Mary Perry, one of the daughters of Mary Oliver and James 
Perry. Living close by was William Perry, son of Mary Oliver and James 
Perry, and a brother of Manerva who we previously listed earlier in this 
chapter. 

Henry Oliver could not be found in 1870 or later Arkansas Census records. 
This posed a serious problem for our research as Henry was our only lead to 
find William Oliver’s family. An exhaustive search was made of all the 
southeastern states. One clue was the letter of 15 March 1873 by D. W. 
Holman, Lincoln County, Tennessee attorney for Mary Perry, in which he 
stated, “They (the family) say ... that proof of marriage (Mary Oliver to 
James Perry) can be made by some relatives living in Alabama.” This letter, 
quoted earlier in this chapter, was undoubtedly a reference to Henry Oliver 
and wife, Manerva, who appeared in Lincoln County, Tennessee on 1 
August 1873 to give their affidavits. This pointed to Alabama as the likely 
place Henry Oliver was living. We also noted that the Fulton County Census 
of 1860 gave the birth place of his daughter Sarah, age 8, and son Franklin, 
age 4, as Alabama, indicating they had been living in Alabama from 1852 to 
at least 1856. The birth of son George, age 12, in Tennessee indicated they 
lived in Lincoln County, Tennessee up to 1848, moving to Alabama some- 
time between 1848 and 1852, the date of birth of daughter Sarah. 

After considerable research, Henry Oliver was located in Franklin County, 
Alabama Census records in 1855, 1866, 1870 and 1880. A grandson, Luther 
Oliver, at age 97, said that Henry Oliver went to Arkansas to “help Bill Perry 
carry a drove of stock in 1860,” but only stayed there about a year and came 
back to Alabama. These census records follow: 


1855 Alabama State Census Records for Franklin County. 


p. 10 — Henry Oliver 
Four males Under 21 (William F. M., John, George, 
Franklin) 
One male Over 21 (Henry) 
Three females Under 21 (Martha, Mary, Sarah) 
One female Over 21 (Manerva) 


1866 Alabama State Census Records for Franklin County. 


p. 47 — Henry Oliver 
One male Under 10 (Alexander) 
Two males 10-20 (Franklin, George M.D.) 


One male Over 20 (Henry) 
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One female 10-20 (Sarah) 
One female Over 20 (Manerva) 


1870 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 


p.544— Henry Oliver age 56, born Tennessee — Farmer 
91/98 Manerva Oliver age 54, born Tennessee 

George M.D. Oliver age 22, born Tennessee 

Samuel F. Oliver age 15, born Alabama 

Alexander Oliver age 9, born Alabama 


1880 Franklin County, Alabama Census. (State of birth of the person listed and 
his/her father and mother are listed to the right) 
p.625— Henry Oliver 66 — Farmer TN SC SC 
94/91 Manerva Oliver 63 TN TN SC 


Henry Oliver is also listed in the Franklin County, Alabama Land Grant 
Records as follows: 


Township 7 South, Range 13 West, Section 22, 159 acres to Henry Oliver, 25 
March 1854, Certificate No. 23775. 


With this information from the Alabama Census and Land Grant 
Records, we now turned all our research efforts to Franklin County. This 
county, formed in 1818 from lands ceded by the Cherokee and Chickasaw 
Cession of 1816, lies in the northwest corner of Alabama. It is bounded on 
the north by Colbert County, created from its northern half in 1867/69, and 
to the west by Mississippi. Here Henry Oliver raised his family of 5 boys and 
3 girls. He died on 31 August 1884 and along with his wife, Manerva, is 
buried in the Old Friendship Baptist Church Cemetery in Franklin County, 
Alabama. The date of Manerva’s death is not known, but was prior to the 
1900 census, probably in the 1880’s. We visited Franklin County in 1986 and 
found many of his descendants. Mrs. Ruby Britton of Russellville, Franklin 
County, Alabama, a great-great-granddaughter, had spent years researching 
these Oliver people. Although none of Henry Oliver’s descendants knew who 
his father was, Mrs. Britton had traced him to Lincoln County, Tennessee 
and reached the conclusion that his father was the same William Oliver we 
found there in the 1820, 1830 and 1840 census records. This was indeed a 
great encouragement to us. 

Following is a brief summary of the children of Henry Oliver: 


WILLIAM FRANKLIN MARION OLIVER, 4 JUNE 1837 — 
4 JANUARY 1912. 


As previously noted, William and his wife, Louisa J., were in the Fulton 
County, Arkansas Census of 1860 living near his father, Henry Oliver. Here 
he is listed as William F. M. Oliver. He married Louisa J. Perry, grand- 
daughter of Mary Oliver Perry and James Perry, in Lincoln County, 
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Tennessee on 14 September 1859. He was back in Lincoln County, Tennessee 
on 15 November 1862 when he enlisted as a Private in K Company, 8th 
Tennessee Infantry of the Confederate Army at Tullahoma, Tennessee. We 
next pick him up in the Alabama State Census of 1866 for Franklin County 
with his family. He appears in the Franklin County Census in 1870, 1880, 
1900 and 1910. He died 4 January 1912 and is buried in the Schooner Valley 
Baptist Church Cemetery in Houlka, Mississippi with his wife, Louisa J., 
who died 22 November 1931. William and Louisa raised 12 children, 8 boys 
and 4 girls. Mrs. Ruby Britton, his great-granddaughter, told us that 
William’s youngest son, Luther Clifton Oliver, born 15 April 1889, was still 
living at age 97. Our visit with Luther and his wife, Adeen, age 91, in Amory, 
Mississippi discussed in the last chapter, was one of the most interesting 
experiences of all our research. 


MARTHA OLIVER (NO DATES). 


Martha, called Mattie, married a Steel according to Luther Oliver. We 
have no other information on her. She was not listed in the 1860 Census and 
was probably married prior to the 1870 Census. 


MARY E. OLIVER, 1842 — After 1911. 


Mary is listed as 18 years old in the 1860 Census. She married Calvin E. 
Hacker before 1866 and was listed in the 1870 and 1880 Franklin County, 
Alabama Census. From Old Friendship Baptist Church records, Calvin 
Hacker was dead by 1883. She remarried 6 October 1903 to Vinson Roden. 


JOHN K. P. OLIVER, 1846-1916. 


John married Sarah Jane George on 7 January 1869 in Lincoln County, 
Tennessee. Sarah Jane’s mother was Nancy Perry, daughter of Mary Oliver 
and James Perry. He was in the Lincoln County, Tennessee Census in 1870, 
but in 1880 he is living next door to his father, Henry, in Franklin County, 
Alabama. He remarried on 9 March 1904 in Franklin County, Alabama to 
Francis McBride. He is buried in Old Friendship Baptist Cemetery. 


GEORGE M. D. OLIVER, 1848-___. 


Almost nothing was found on George, who according to family tradition, 
left Franklin County, Alabama as a young man and went to Texas and was 
never heard from. 


SARAH OLIVER, 1852-___. 


Sarah was born according to the 1860 Census in Alabama. Nothing more 
was found on her. 
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SAMUEL FRANKLIN OLIVER, 16 JANUARY 1853 — 17 MARCH 1939. 


Samuel married Sarah Frances Perry, daughter of Samuel Preston Perry, 
son of Mary Oliver and James Perry. He lived his entire life in Franklin 
County where he died 17 March 1939. He is buried in Liberty Hill Cemetery 
in Franklin County. 


JASPER ALEXANDER OLIVER, February 1862 — 18 January 1931. 


Jasper married Susan Virginia Perry, died 18 December 1943, daughter of 
Samuel Preston Perry, son of Mary Oliver and James Perry. He was in 
Franklin County, Alabama in 1900 with seven children, one of whom was 
Adeen, age 5, born 17 December 1894, who as above noted, is the wife of 
Luther Clifton Oliver, son of William F. M. Oliver. By 1910 Jasper is living 
in Chickasaw County, Mississippi. A grandson, J. B. Oliver, told us Jasper is 
buried in the Sparks Cemetery in Franklin County, Alabama. 

From the 1840 Census for Henry Oliver in Lincoln County, Tennessee, 
another son is listed who does not appear in the 1855 Alabama State Census 
with his father and apparently did not survive. 

This brief sketch of Henry Oliver and his family is given here because this 
forms a vital piece of our Lincoln County, Tennessee Oliver history. Details 
of this family have been compiled after years of research by Mrs. Ruby 
Britton, referenced above and have not been included here. From this 
history, we learn that Henry Oliver moved from Lincoln County, Tennessee 
in about 1848-1852 to Franklin County, Alabama, where he remained until 
his death in 1884, excepting a brief period of one year in 1860 when he 
accompanied his first cousin, William Perry, to Fulton County, Arkansas. In 
about 1868, two other Perry brothers, Jasper Newton and Samuel Preston, 
sons of Mary Oliver and James Perry moved to Madison County, Alabama, 
just south of Lincoln County, Tennessee. In 1880, both are in Chickasaw 
County, Mississippi. The intermarrying between these Olivers and Perrys 
indicate a very close family relation. The move of Henry to Franklin County, 
Alabama was a clue to the mystery of what happened to his brothers and his 
father, William, who is last listed in the Lincoln County, Tennessee Census 
for 1840. None of Henry’s brothers were located in Lincoln County where 
they were last listed with their parents in the 1820, 1830 and 1840 Census. 
What happened to this large family was now the primary objective of our 
search in Franklin County, Alabama. 


JOHN OLIVER, 1811 — 26 February 1882 


The following information indicates that one of Henry Oliver’s brothers 
was John Oliver born about 1811. This date of birth would make him the 
oldest son of William Oliver and his first wife, Elizabeth Edging, and match 
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the age of one of the males listed in William’s household in the 1820 Lincoln 
County, Tennessee Census. 

From our Lincoln County, Tennessee research we found two brief 
references in the records of the Ball Fork Baptist Church of Christ at 
Mulberry, Tennessee as follows: 


Third Saturday in October 1831 — Church met ... reception of members 
Bro. John Olliver and his wife, Susanah was received by letter from Concord 
Norris Creek. 

Third Saturday in October 1832 — On application granted a letter of 
dismission to Bro. H. Warren. On Sunday on application being made for 
letters of Dismission for Bro. John Oliver and his wife, Susanah. 


Mulberry Village was in the area where William Oliver lived in Lincoln 
County, Tennessee. Could this John be his son? After finding Henry Oliver 
in Franklin County, Alabama Census records, we also found a John Oliver 
and his wife, Susanah living there who, we believed, could be his brother. 
Mrs. Ruby Britton told us when we visited Franklin County, Alabama in 
1986 that Henry Oliver’s descendants and the descendants of this John 
Oliver knew each other as cousins! Mrs. Britton had concluded from her 
own research that this John and Henry Oliver were brothers. With this 
information we made a detailed research of this John Oliver outlined below: 


1840 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 


p.254— John Oliver age 20-30 (born 1810-1820) 
One male (James) Under 5 (born 1835-1840) 
One male (William) age 5-10 (born 1830-1835) 
One female (Susanah) age 40-50 (born 1790-1800) 
One female (Mary) Under 5 (born 1835-1840) 
Two females (Milly) age 5-10 (born 1830-1835) 

(Betsy Jane) 
1855 Alabama State Census Records for Franklin County. 

p. 8 — John Oliver 
Four males Under 21 (James, John, Henry Clay, Marion) 
Two males Over 21 (William, John) 
Three females Under 21 (Mary, Susan Frances, Siambry 

Ellie) 

One female Over 21 (Susan) 


1866 Alabama State Census for Franklin County. 


p. 47 — John Oliver 
Two males Over 20 (John Jr., John) 
Two females 10-20 (Susan F., Siambry Ellie) 
One female Over 20 (Susan) 


1870 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 
p.543— John Oliver age 59, born Tennessee — Tanner 
77/83 Susan age 60, born Tennessee 
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Susan F. age 22, born Alabama 
Siambry E. age 20, born Alabama 
John Jr. age 27, born Alabama 


1880 Colbert County, Alabama Census. (State of birth of the person listed and 
his/her father and mother are listed to the right) 
p.447— JohnOliver 68 — Farmer(Widower) TN NC ™ 


—_—_/281 Susan F. (Dau)31 ALA TN ™ 
Martin E. Rey 12 ALA ALA ALA 
(G/son) 
Lilly Oliver 9 ALA ALA ALA 
(G/dau) 
Robert E. 3 ALA ALA ALA 
Oliver (G/son) 


The above census records establish John Oliver’s age and the names of 
some of his children. In the 1840, 1855 and 1866 census we have listed names 
of his children in parenthesis which match the males and females. These 
records indicate that John moved to Franklin County, Alabama before 
1840, probably in 1832 when he obtained a letter of “Dismission” from the 
Ball Fork Church of Christ in Lincoln County, Tennessee. 

In 1880, John Oliver is listed in the Colbert County, Alabama Census. 
Colbert County was formed from the northern half of Franklin in 1867/69. 

Of all the records found for John Oliver, the most important was a letter 
he wrote on 8 November 1868 to his nephew, John Rufus (Jack) Midkiff, in 
Texas. This letter is included here with the permission of a descendant, Mrs. 
Hunter Midkiff, of Midland, Texas. 


Nauvoo Ala Franklin Co november the 8 1868 


My dear nephew i seat myself this morning to Anser yore most welcom letter 
which i received November the 8 which give us all grate satisfactin to hear from 
you all. an yo hav no idy how bad wee all want to see you all Jack we are all 
well at Present hoping these few lines ma find you all well an doing well william 
is dead was kild By a tree in :58 he had been maried 4 months milly died during 
the war marion my baby died before william James an John an Henry C 
soulgerd during the war the famley all sends thear love an Best respecks to yo 
all polly is maried James is Maried an Clay frances Elly an John is Singel we 
ar living at the forks of the cotton Jin an fulton road me an John an Clay is 
caring on atan yard we ar geting a long well Cottan is 21 an 22 cts A pound 
pork is 9 cts a pound Corn is 50 cts per bushel flour is 6 cts per pound wheat 
is $2 dolars per bushel horses is hy Jack is Charley mared if not he Can come 
tose us brother James is in illinois he lost his wife thear they has ben a heap 
of sickness hear this fall i was very sorry to hear of williams bad luck but tell 
him that he has got anuff horses left yet i hav sene several droves of horses 
from texes pas throu hear Jack i have told you all the nuse that I can think of 
so you must excuse me for this time you must excuse mistecks an bad writing 
you must rite soon an often tell all of the balence to rite So nothing more at 
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present only remaing yore unkel an frend untill death 
written by John Oliver an famly to 

John R. Midkiff an famly an brothers an 

sisters Good by for this time rite soon 


The following is our interpretation of this letter: 


Nauvoo, Alabama, Franklin County, November 8th, 1868 


My dear nephew, 

I seat myself this morning to answer your most welcome letter which I 
received November the 8th which gave us all great satisfaction to hear from 
you all. And you have no idea how bad we all want to see you all Jack. We are 
all well at present, hoping these few lines may find you all well and doing well. 

William is dead, was killed by a tree in 58 (1858). He had been married four 
months. Millie died during the war. Marion, my baby, died before William. 
James and John and Henry C. (Clay) soldiered during the war. The family all 
sends their love and best respects to you all. Polly is married. James is married 
and Clay. Frances, Elly and John are single. 

We are living at the forks of the cotton gin and Fulton Road. Me and John 
and Clay are carrying on a tan yard. We are getting along well. Cotton is 21 
and 22 cents a pound. Pork is 9 cents a pound. Corn is 50 cents per bushel. 
Flour is 6 cents per pound. Wheat is $2 dollars per bushel. Horses are high. 

Jack is Charley married? If not he can come to see us. 

Brother James is in Illinois. He lost his wife there. 

There has been a heap of sickness here this fall. 

I was very sorry to hear of William’s bad luck, but tell him he has got enough 
horses left yet. I have seen several droves of horses from Texas pass through 
here. 

Jack, I have told you all the news that I can think of so you must excuse 
mistakes and bad writing. Tell all the balance to write. So nothing more at 
present. Only remaining your uncle and friend until death. 

Written by John Oliver and family to John R. Midkiff and family and 
brothers and sisters. 

Goodby for this time. Write soon. 


The miraculous survival of this priceless letter in the Midkiff Family in 
Texas enabled us to identify John Oliver’s children for the first time. 
Further, John Oliver’s nephew, John Rufus Midkiff, to whom this letter was 
written, we later learned, was the son of John’s sister Ellen and husband, 
Franklin Preston Midkiff of Lincoln County, Tennessee. Also, for the first 
time, another of John’s brothers, James Oliver, is identified as living in 
Illinois. This then gives us the names of two more chiidren of William Oliver 
(1784/87-1841) and links this John Oliver to Lincoln County, Tennessee. 
Both James Oliver and Ellen Oliver Midkiff are discussed later in this 
chapter. 

Following is a brief summary of the information found on each of the 
children of John and Susan Oliver: 
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WILLIAM OLIVER, 1830/35-1858 


William is the male child listed in John Oliver’s household in the 1840 
Franklin County, Alabama Census, age 5-10 (born 1830-1835). John’s letter 
tells us that William was killed by a tree in 1858, four months after his 
marriage. We found a Federal Land Grant record that showed that a 
William Oliver Jr. entered 239-63/100 acres of land in Township 7, Range 12 
West, in Franklin County, Alabama on 20 March 1859. This was about 6-10 
miles east of a land grant to John Oliver in 1859, discussed below. Filed with 
William’s entry papers is an affidavit of 24 December 1867 by one Josiah S. 
Martin who stated that William Oliver Jr. was killed about three months 
after he made the entry and that William’s wife, N. C. A. Oliver, sold the 
land to Silas P. Rose on 24 July 1863. We believe this is the son, William, 
who John said was killed by a tree in 58. The 1860 Census for Franklin 
County, Alabama list William’s widow, Catherine Oliver, in household of 
her father, John A. Skillington. William may have been named for his 
grandfather, William Oliver (1784/87-1841). 


MILLY OLIVER BOURLAND (BOLAND), 1833-1861 /65 


Milly is one of the females, age 5-10 (born 1830-35) in John’s household in 
the 1840 Franklin County, Alabama Census. In 1847 Milly married Gabrille 
Bourland (Boland) who is listed in the Franklin County, Alabama State 
Census of 1855 and the Franklin County (Nauvoo Post Office), Alabama 
Census of 1860 as follows: 


1855 Alabama State Census Records for Franklin County. 


p.8 — Gabrille Bourland 
One male Under 21 (John H.) 
One male Over 21 (Gabrille) 
Two females Under 21 (Susan C., T. A.) 
One female Over 21 (Milly) 

1860 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 

p. 742 —  Gabrill Boland age 32, born Alabama — Farm Laborer 

507/507 Milly age 27, born Tennessee 
John H. age 11, born Alabama 
Susan C. age 9, born Alabama 
T. A. (f) age 8, born Alabama 
Modina J. age 5, born Alabama 
Joseph age 4, born Alabama 
Walter B. age I, born Alabama 


This census shows Milly was born in Tennessee, probably Lincoin County, 
in 1833, indicating her parents, John and Susan Oliver, were still in 
Tennessee at that time. We know from John’s letter in 1868 that Milly died 
during the war, 1861-1865. We did not continue research of Gabrill and the 
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children shown in the 1860 Census. Hopefully, Bourland (Boland) descen- 
dants of these children will be able to trace their ancestors from this 
information. 


BETSY JANE OLIVER, 1830/ 1835-1841 


Betsy is the other daughter of John Oliver listed in the Franklin County, 
Alabama Census of 1840, age 5-10 years old or born 1830-35. One of these 
girls is Milly listed above. The other girl does not appear in later census 
records and her name remained unknown until we located the Family Bible 
of a later sister, Susan Frances Oliver, born in 1848. In this Bible, Susan had 
listed the name of “Betsy Jane Oliver, died 1841.” We believe this is the name 
of the other daughter of John and Susan Oliver in the 1840 Census. We have 
no other explanation for her name being recorded by Susan Frances in her 
Bible. No other person named Betsy or Elizabeth Jane Oliver was found. 
Her name Betsy or Elizabeth was the name of John Oliver’s mother, Eliza- 
beth Edging, indicating that perhaps Betsy was named for her grandmother. 


MARY OLIVER REA, 1839-1870/80 


Mary appears in the 1840 and 1855 census records with her parents in 
Franklin County, Alabama. In the 1870 Franklin County, Alabama Census 
we find her listed with her husband, Carroll Rea, as follows: 


1870 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 


p.532— Carroll Rea age 31, born Alabama 
116/114 Mary age 31, born Alabama 
John age 9, born Alabama 
James age 7, born Alabama 
William age 4, born Alabama 
Edwin (Martin) age 2, born Alabama 


Mary’s age here places her birth as 1839 in Alabama, indicating her 
parents moved from Tennessee between the birth of her sister Milly in 1833 
and 1839. We do not find Carroll Rea and Mary listed in census records after 
1870. However, her youngest son in 1870, Edwin, age 2, is listed living with 
his grandfather John Oliver in 1880 as Martin E. Rey, age 12. This appears 
to indicate that Mary is dead by 1880. Perhaps descendants can trace Mary 
(Polly) Oliver from this brief sketch. 


JAMES OLIVER, 1841-28 AUGUST 1899 


James, is one of the males in the 1855 census records for John and Susan 
Oliver. John states in his 1868 letter that son James was in the war and was 
married. Our research indicates he married on 4 March 1861. James and his 
family appear in the 1866, 1870 and 1880 Franklin County Census records as 
follows: 


1866 Alabama State Census for Franklin County. 


p.___— James Oliver 
Two males Under 10 (William, James H.) 
One male Over 20 (James) 
One female Over 20 (Mary J.) 


1870 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 


p.488 — James Oliver age 29, born Alabama 
49/50 Mary J. age 25, born Alabama 
William age 8, born Alabama 
James H. age 6, born Alabama 
John B. age 3, born Alabama 
Jesse T. (f) age 1, born Alabama 
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1880 Franklin County, Alabama Census. (State of birth of the person listed and 
his/her father and mother are listed to the right) 


p.553— James Oliver 40 
217/217 Mary 37 
William 18 
James H. 15 
John B. 13 
Jassie Bl 
David 9 
Phillip 7 
Daniel 4 
Samantha 1 


— Farmer 


ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


™N 

™N 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


KY 

TN 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


James and his brothers, John and Henry Clay, were in Company F, 11th 
Alabama Cavalry, in the Confederate Army during the Civil War. Company 
F was commanded by Capt. J. A. Steele of Franklin County. James enlisted 
in 1861. His wife, Mary, applied for a pension to the State of Mississippi on 
1 August 1916 in which she stated that her Post Office was Nettleton, 
Mississippi. She said that James died at Nettleton, Mississippi on 28 August 
1899. Mary appears in the 1900 Census in Lee County, Mississippi and with 
her son in this county in 1910. These census records, along with census 
records found for their children, are listed below: 


1900 Lee County, Mississippi Census. 
p.228— Mary Oliver 58 
207 / 208 (John) Brent 32: 

David (Arthur) 29 
Goodloe (Phillip) 26 
Daniel (E.) 24 
Dorah 19 
Clark 19 
Emma May 17 


(Widow) 


(Dau-in-law) 


ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


TN 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
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p. 228 — 
205/206 


Rush Kizziah 
Jessie L. 
Merle (m) 
Earl 

Colman 


32 

31 (Dau of James) 
5 
3 

17. (Bro of Rush) 


1900 Monroe County, Mississippi Census. 


p. 273 — 
105/107 


William O. Oliver 


Lollie 
Emmie 
Albert E. 
Jas. H. 


38 (Son of James) 
37 

11 

9 

2 


1910 Lee County, Mississippi Census. 


p27 = 
260/261 


p. 273 — 
278/279 


p. 275 — 
327/329 


John B. Oliver 
Mary J. 
Emma 

Rosie 


Cecil 


Daniel E. Oliver 
Dora 

Dora 

Ruby 

Eva B. 


Arthur D. Oliver 
Margaret E. 
Buslyan T. 


42 (Son of James) 
66 (Widow of James) 
28 (Dau of James) 
32  (Sis-in-law, 
widow) 
8 (Nephew) 


33 (Son of James) 
29 

7 

2 
1-2/12 


38 (Son of James) 
36 
2/12 


1910 Monroe County, Mississippi Census. 


p. 65 — 
139/141 


p. 78 — 
76/79 


p. 81 — 
111/114 


Clark S. Oliver 
Willie D. 


Jessie L. Kizziah 
Merle G. (m) 
Mary B. 
William B. 

Eura M. 

Ruby L. 


William Oliver 
Sallie 

Emma M. 
Elbert E. T. 
James H. 
Oberia L. (m) 


31 (Son of James) 
26 


41 (Dau of James) 
15 
13 

8 

5 

] 


48 (Son of James) 
44 
21 
19 
10 
8 


ALA 
ALA 
MS 
MS 
MS 


ALA 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 


ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


MS 


ALA 
ALA 
MS 
MS 
MS 


ALA 
MS 
MS 


ALA 
ALA 


ALA 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 


ALA 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 


ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


ALA 

SC 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


ALA 

TN 
ALA 
ALA 


ALA 


TN 
MS 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


TN 
MS 
ALA 


T™N 
ALA 


ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


I™N 
MS 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


ALA 
GA 
MS 
MS 
MS 


ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


ALA 


ALA 
ARK 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


ALA 
MS 
MS 


ALA 
ALA 


ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 
ALA 


ALA 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 
MS 


From these census records the children of James and Mary J. Oliver are 
William (1862), James H. (1865), John B. (1867), Jessie (1869), David (1871), 
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Phillip Goodloe (1873), Daniel (1876), Samantha (1879), Clark (1881) and 
Emma May (1883). Not one descendant of these ten children of James and 
Mary J. Oliver was located. However, we are confident some of these 
descendants are still living in Mississippi, and possibly Alabama. 


JOHN OLIVER JR., 1842 — 25 November 1903 


John Jr. is one of the males in the 1855 and 1866 Alabama State Censuses 
for John and Susan Oliver in Franklin County. In 1870 he is listed with his 
parents, age 27, in Franklin County. He enlisted in 1862 in the same 
Confederate Company as brothers, James and Henry Clay, under Capt. J. 
A. Steele. In 1880 and 1900 he appears with his wife, Catherine E. 
Tompkins, and family as follows: 


1880 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 


p. 546 — = John Oliver 38 (Sonof John) ALA TN TN 
82/82 Catherine 26 ALA ALA ALA 
Rosa L. 8 ALA ALA ALA 
William 6 ALA ALA ALA 
James H. 4 ALA ALA ALA 
Mary J. 3 ALA ALA ALA 
1900 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 
p.167— John Oliver 58 (SonofJohn) ALA TN ™ 
9/9 Catherine E. 56 ALA ALA ALA 
Daisy D. 22 ALA ALA ALA 
John C, 18 ALA ALA ALA 
Clark M. 14 ALA ALA ALA 
Luther H. 11 ALA ALA ALA 


John Oliver applied to the State of Alabama for a pension in 1903 based 
on his Confederate service during the Civil War. We do not know the date of 
death for his wife, but have information that they are buried in the 
Tompkins Cemetery, Franklin County, Alabama. No descendants of this 
large family were located. However, a marriage record for his daughter, 
Daisy Oliver, to J. W. Bunch, 24 July 1902 in Colbert County, Alabama was 
found. A 1910 Madison County, Alabama Census, City of Huntsville, p. 62, 
lists Daisy Oliver Bunch as a widow, age 30, with her son, Herbert, age 8, 
and brothers, Clark M. Oliver, age 22, and Luther H. Oliver, age 20. 
Descendants of Daisy, Clark and Luther may still be living in this area of 
northern Alabama. 


HENRY CLAY OLIVER, 1845-1874/ 80 


Henry Clay, born 1845, married Elizabeth Jackson in 1863. He enlisted in 
Capt. Steele’s Company with his brother John in 1862. In 1870 he is shown 
in the Franklin County, Alabama Census as follows: 
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1870 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 


p.544— H.C. Olliver age 25, born Alabama (Son of John) 
78/84 Elizabeth age 21, born Alabama 

Mary L. age 5, born Alabama 

Susan age 3, born Alabama 

Laura age 1, born Alabama 


By 1880 Henry Clay is dead and his wife is listed as a widow in Colbert 
County, Alabama as follows: 


1880 Colbert County, Alabama Census. 
p.488 —___E. F. Oliver 32 (wife of Henry Clay) ALA GA GA 


—__/299 Mary L. 14 ALA ALA ALA 
Susan F, (Frances) 13 ALA ALA ALA 
Laura A. 10 ALA ALA ALA 
Medora (Dora) 6 ALA ALA ALA 


In the 1900 Colbert County, Alabama Census, Henry Clay’s wife, 
Elizabeth, is listed as a widow, age 53. 

The date of birth of the last child, Dora, in 1874 fixes Henry Clay’s date of 
death between 1874-1880. His daughter Mary L. married James Hector 
Atkisson 12 January 1881. Susan F. married a Carter and Dora married 
John M. (Morgan) King 18 December 1893. Susan F. Carter is listed in the 
1910 Colbert County, Alabama Census, age 43, as a widow with three 
children, Oscar W. 19, Odie B. 12 and Vollie S. 3. Her mother is listed next 
door as a widow, age 63. 

We found the name of one of Henry Clay’s descendants, Mrs. Charles C. 
Moss of Fairview Heights, Illinois written on the jacket of his Civil War 
records in the Alabama State Archives in Montgomery, Alabama in 1986. 
Mrs. Moss told us that Elizabeth died 23 November 1925 in Franklin 
County, Alabama. His Civil War records indicated that she applied for a 
pension in 1916. 


SUSAN FRANCES OLIVER, 13 JANUARY 1847—2 AUGUST 1921 


Susan is listed with her parents, John and Susan Oliver, in the 1870 
Franklin County, Alabama Census, age 22. Her mother died between 1870 
and 1880. In 1880, she is again listed in the household of her father with 
daughter Lilly, age 9, and Robert E., age 3, in Colbert County, Alabama. 
The 1900 and 1910 Franklin County, Alabama Census lists Susan F. Oliver 
and family as follows: 


1900 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 
p. 302 — Susan F. Oliver 52 (Dauof John) ALA TN ™ 
100/101 Robert E. 22 ALA ALA ALA 
William A. 16 ALA ALA ALA 
Bertha O. 13 ALA ALA ALA 
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1910 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 


p.181— Robert E. Oliver 33 (SonofSusanF.) ALA ALA ALA 
45/46 Mattie M. 28 ALA ALA ALA 
Lassie M. 3 ALA ALA ALA 
Earl C. 2 ALA ALA ALA 
Bertie E. 10/12 ALA ALA ALA 
Susan F. (Mother) 62 (Dau of John) ALA TN ™N 
William Vaughn 24 (Bro-in-law) ALA ALA ALA 
p.180— William A. Oliver 26 (SonofSusanF.) ALA ALA ALA 
181/185 Stella M. 22 ALA GA _ GA 
Myrtle B. 5 ALA ALA ALA 
Willie B. (f) 3 ALA ALA ALA 
Anna L. 6/12 ALA ALA ALA 


The Marriage Records of Franklin County, Alabama list the following: 


William A. Oliver to Stella Wilson, 13 September 1904, at the home of Frank 
Wilson. Stella’s father was J. F. Wilson. 

R. E. Oliver to May Vaughn, 3 January 1906. 

R. E. Oliver to Stella Oliver, 25 August 1920. 


By accident, we discovered the name of a descendant of Susan F. Oliver in 
the Alabama State Archives in Montgomery, Alabama, a Mrs. Donna 
Ferguson of Fayetteville, Lincoln County, Tennessee. Mrs. Ferguson’s 
father is Travis Oliver, son of Robert E. Oliver by his second wife, Stella 
Wilson. From Mrs. Ferguson we learned that Susan F. Oliver’s son, Robert 
E. Oliver, married first Mattie May Vaughn in Franklin County, Alabama, 
and that some of his children were still living in the Cincinnati, Ohio area. 

We located two daughters of Robert E. Oliver and Mattie May Vaughn in 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Mrs. Shell Houston, wife of Curtis Houston, deceased, 
and Mrs. Meathel Mauldin, wife of Erskin Mauldin, deceased. These 
daughters gave us the history of their grandmother, Susan Frances Oliver, 
from family history and Susan’s old Family Bible in Shell’s possession. 
Susan had the following children: 


Lilly Ansley Oliver 16 June 1871 — ___ 

Robert Edgar Oliver 18 December 1877 — ___ March 1952 
Arthur Oliver 6 August 1875 — I March 1880 
William A. Oliver 2 August 1883 — 1 January 1919 
Odell Oliver 3 November 1886 — ____ 


Lilly married Vaughn Wingo. She is buried in Williamsburg, Ohio. Odell 
married a Hargett and along with her brother, Arthur, is buried in Old 
Belgreen Cemetery in Franklin County, Alabama. Robert married Mattie 
May Vaughn (1886-1919). After Mattie’s death, Robert married Stella 
Wilson Oliver, widow of his brother, William A. Oliver (1883-1919). Robert 
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is buried in Williamsburg, Ohio and William A. in Old Belgreen Cemetery, 
Franklin County, Alabama. 

Children of Robert Edgar Oliver and first wife, Mattie May Vaughn, are 
Lassie Mae (1906-1963), Clyde Earl (1908-1959), Birdie Ethel (1909-1917), 
William Robert (1911-1937), Shellye Lillian (1913), Meathel Beatrice (1915) 
and Susan Reathel (1917-1918). Mattie M., Birdie E. and Susie R. Oliver are 
buried in the Old Belgreen Cemetery, Franklin County, Alabama. 

Children of Robert Edgar Oliver and second wife, Stella Wilson Oliver, 
are Travis Ford (1921), Ruby Pauline (1923), Mildred Evelyn (1926) and 
Betty Jean (1930). 

Children of William A. Oliver and Stella Wilson are Myrtle B., Willie B., 
Helen, Ethel, Bessie and Susan. 

Stella Wilson Oliver died in 1983 at age 95 and is buried in Williamsburg, 
Ohio. 

Susan F. Oliver was, no doubt, named for her mother. Her granddaugh- 
ters, Shell and Meathel have fond memories of her as a wonderful mother 
and grandmother. Her death certificate gives her date of birth as 13 January 
1847 and her date of death as 2 August 1921; place of death, Russellville, 
Franklin County, Alabama. 


SIAMBRY ELLIE OLIVER, 1852-1921 


We know very little about Siambry Ellie. She is last listed in the 1870 
Franklin County, Alabama Census with her parents, age 20. In his 1868 
letter, her father states that Elly was single. If she survived, she was probably 
married by 1880 and may have moved out of the Franklin County area. 
Without some clue to her married name, tracing her would be difficult. 

Mrs. Meathel Oliver Mauldin, referenced above, remembered that her 
grandmother, Susan F. Oliver, had a sister who lived in Nettleton, Missi- 
ssippi. She could not recall the married name of this sister, but thought it 
was Green or Greenhill. Later research confirmed she was married to Joseph 
Greenhill. As discussed above, Susan F. Oliver’s brother, James Oliver, lived 
at Nettleton, Mississippi when he died in 1899. Siambry Ellie would 
probably be the sister who Meathel remembered and it would be likely she 
was living near her brother James in Nettleton, Mississippi. Ellie is 
important to our research because she was apparently named for her Aunt 
Syambra Blackledge Oliver as we discuss later in this chapter. 


MARION OLIVER, BORN AFTER 1850--DIED BEFORE 1858 


John states in his 1868 letter that “Marion, my baby died before William” 
(who died in 1858). 
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THE SHOEMAKER TRADITION 


From John Oliver’s letter in 1868, we learn his occupation is operation of 
a tan yard. In the 1870 census, he gave his occupation as tanner. Luther C. 
Oliver, the 97-year-old grandson of Henry Oliver, previously referred to, 
said that Henry Oliver’s father was a shoemaker and a small tool for making 
shoes had been passed down in the family. This would be William Oliver 
(1784/87-1841), the father of John and Henry, who is listed in the 1820 
Lincoln County, Tennessee Census next door to his father, John Oliver, Sr., 
as “engaged in manufacturers.” Very few were so listed in this 1820 census, 
the great majority listing their occupation as farming. This suggests that 
John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/ 30), and son William Oliver (1784/ 87-1841), 
were shoemakers and probably involved in tanning operations. Samuel 
Isaacs, a veteran of the Revolution, who was early in the northeast part of 
Lincoln County, Tennessee, from about 1810/15, operated a tannery. This 
was the area near present Lynchburg, Moore County, Tennessee (formed 
from Lincoln County in 1871), where John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/ 30), 
and son William lived. The operation of a tan yard by William’s son John 
Oliver (1811-1882), in Franklin County, Alabama in 1870, follows this 
family historical occupational pattern and provides one more small link 
connecting him to our Oliver ancestor, John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/ 30). 
We also note that John (1811-1882), gave North Carolina as the place of 
birth of his father on the 1880 census which agrees with our history of 
William Oliver (1784/87-1841). 


LAND GRANTS 


We located the following Federal Land Grant for John Oliver in Franklin 
County, Alabama. 


Certificate No. 29189, West 4 of NE, Section 13 in Township 7, Range 13 
West, 79-89/ 100 acres. Entry dated 19 October 1858. Patent dated | December 
1859. 


Certificate No. 30370, West 4 of SE%, Section 12 in Township 7, Range 13 
West, 79-89/ 100 acres. Entered 19 May 1859. In an affidavit of 11 March 1871, 
John reaffirmed title to this tract, stating he entered the land for the purpose of 
an adjoining farm for his own personal use. 


This is the same Township 7 where Henry Oliver received a Federal Land 
Grant in 1854, indicating a further connection between Henry and John. 

Old land records in Alabama also show that John Oliver obtained two 
tracts of land in Township 6, Range 13 West, in Franklin County, Alabama, 
Certificate Numbers 22825 and 22826, undated. From other certificate 
numbers we could estimate that these certificates were probably issued in 
1849. This Township 6 adjoined Township 7, indicating this was probably 
the same John Oliver who we know was in this county as early as 1833. Entry 
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papers and patent records for Federal Land Grants at Washington, D.C., 
did not contain these Certificate Numbers 22825 and 22826 which probably 
means John assigned the land before grant was issued. 


NAME CONNECTION 


Finally, there is a striking duplication of first names of the following 
children of John and Henry Oliver: 


Henry’s Children John’s Children 
William Franklin Marion William 
Mary E. Mary 
John K. P. John 
Marion 
CONCLUSION 


From all the information found on John Oliver (1811-1882), we conclude 
that he was, in fact, the brother of Henry Oliver and the oldest son of 
William Oliver (1784/87-1841). However, no descendant was found who 
could confirm this conclusion from family history. 

Finally, a word is in order here on the difficult life and times of John 
Oliver (1811-1882). As we later discuss in this chapter, two of his brothers 
left Franklin County, Alabama during the Civil War because of their Union 
sympathies. One of these brothers had two sons fighting for the Union, one 
of whom was killed. However, John remained in Franklin County, Alabama 
and three of his sons fought for the South. All were in Capt. J. A. Steele’s 
Company F in the 1lth Alabama Cavalry under Confederate General 
Nathan Bedford Forrest whose troops were heavily engaged in fighting 
across Tennessee and Mississippi throughout the Civil War. With Memphis 
and Nashville under control of Federal Forces, the area of northern 
Alabama and Mississippi were under constant threat of invading Union 
troops. One such invasion was mounted on | June 1864 from Memphis by a 
force of about 8,000 Union troops under command of General Samuel D. 
Sturgis. By June 10, Sturgis, marching in a southeast line, had reached a 
place called Brices’ Cross-Roads in northern Mississippi. Here he was met by 
Forrest, who some historians rank as the greatest General in the Civil War, 
with 4,713 mounted troops. The result was a devastating defeat for the 
Union Army with loss in killed and wounded of over 2,600, loss of 250 
wagons, 18 pieces of artillery and 5,000 stands of small arms. We believe 
John Oliver’s three sons, James, John and Henry Clay, were in this battle. R. 
M. Garner, who was in the same company with James, John and Henry 
Clay, was to write 45 years later of the Battle of Brices’ Cross-Roads that “he 
seen dead men for two and three miles, that (he) could have walked on and 
never touch the ground.” These were indeed the most desperate of times for 
John and his family with deep family divisions and terrible hardships lasting 
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for many years after the war. Again, we are reminded of the price that has 
been paid for America and the proud role of our Oliver people. Unfortun- 
ately, none of John Oliver’s descendants who we located knew who he was. 
We hope this brief summary will help some family member to complete the 
history of John Oliver’s descendants down to the present time and re-unite 
this large family. 


ELLEN OLIVER, 1807-1840/ 50 


Our first evidence that Ellen Oliver was one of the children of William 
Oliver (1784/87-1841), was based on the 1868 letter of John Oliver (1811- 
1882), (quoted earlier) living in Franklin County, Alabama, to his nephew, 
John Rufus Midkiff, in Texas. From the Midkiff descendants in Texas, we 
learned that the parents of John Rufus were Ellen Oliver and Franklin 
Preston Midkiff of Lincoln County, Tennessee. Two of these descendants, 
Mrs. Mary Frances Graham, Gainesville, Texas, (descendant of Willam F. 
Midkiff) and Mr. Hunter Midkiff (his wife, Melba) of Midland, Texas, 
(descendant of John Rufus Midkiff) told us that some of the children of this 
family came to Texas from Lincoln County, Tennessee in the 1850’s. Ellen 
(Ellender or Nellie) Oliver and Franklin Preston Midkiff lived in Lincoln 
County, Tennessee where their children were born. According to this 
Midkiff family history they had the following children: 


Sarah Ann Midkiff 16 April 1826 — 17 March 1912 
Elizabeth C. Midkiff December 1830 — 23 February 1912 
William F. Midkiff 4 January 1833 —3 July 1920 

John Rufus (Jack) Midkiff 13 January 1835 — 23 January 1909 
Charles Anderson Midkiff 25 May 1839 — 14 September 1919 


We found Franklin P. (Preston) Medcalf (Midkiff) in the 1830 Lincoln 
County Census as follows: 


1830 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 


p.219— Franklin P. Medcalf age 20-30 (born 1800-1810) 
One female (Ellen) age 15-20 (born 1810-1815) 
Two females Under 5 (born 1825-1830) 


One of the females Under 5 was Sarah Ann. 
In 1840 Ellen is listed with her family as follows: 


1840 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 


p. 16 — Eliender Medkiff age 30-40 (born 1800-1810) 
Two males Under 5 (born 1835-1840) 
One male 5-10 (born 1830-1835) 
One female Under 5 (born 1835-1840) 
One female 5-10 (born 1830-1835) 


Two females 10-15 (born 1825-1830) 
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The two males Under 5 match the ages of Ellen’s sons, Charles A. and John 
Rufus. Son William matches the 5-10 male and Sarah Ann and Elizabeth the 
two females 10-15. The females Under 5 and 5-10 are not later identified and 
apparently did not survive. Also, the absence of Ellen’s husband, Franklin 
Preston, from this census appears to confirm family history that he died 
when his children were small. These records indicate he died between 1838 
and 1840. Ellen’s date of birth between 1800-1810 in the census record of 
1840, matches one of the females, age 10-16, in the household of William 
Oliver (1784/87-1841), in the 1820 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. Ellen 
was probably married to Franklin Preston Midkiff in 1825 in Lincoln 
County when she was about 18 years old, making her year of birth 
approximately 1807. If so, she was probably born in Rockingham County, 
North Carolina, where William Oliver (1784/87-1841) married Elizabeth 
Edging on 23 October 1806. This indicates that she was the first child. 
Midkiff family history places her birth as about 1808. The birth date of her 
first child, Sarah Ann, on 16 April 1826, indicates she married about 1825. 

The old handwritten County Court Minutes for 1844-49 for Lincoln 
County, Tennessee contains an index which refers to the binding of John 
and William Medcalf on page 146. However, these old minutes were appar- 
ently recopied which omitted this information on page 146 on these Medcalf 
brothers. As a result, we do not know the name of the person/s to whom 
they were bound. Page 146 is dated September 1845 which probably 
indicates Ellen had died or for whatever reason was no longer able to care 
for her children. 

Lincoln County Court Minutes contain the following entries: 


P. 232, June Term, 1846. 


The court binds Charles A. Metcalf to Moses O. Edde with him to live until 
he arrives at the age of 21 years, he having entered into bond with John H. 
Taylor as his Security in the same condition as the law directs .... 


P. 410, November Term, 1847. 


The Court binds Charles A. Medciff to James McBride to the business of 
saddling until he attains the age of 21 and having entered into bond with 
securities approved by the Court. 


P. 509, September Term, 1848. 


The Court binds John R. Midcalf to Thomas H. Freeman as an apprentice 
to the saddling trade until he attains the age of 21 years, he having entered into 
bond with W. B. Rhea as his security which was deemed sufficient. 


P. 100, March Term, 1850. 


The Court released James McBride of the Bond given for the apprenticeship 
of Charles A. Metcalf, an orphan, and “do hereby bind the said Charles A. 
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Metcalf to John Hamilton with him to live and work at farming until he attains 
to the age of 21 years. He having entered into bond with John Swinney as his 
Security which bond was acknowledged by the Hamilton and Swinney and 
deemed good and sufficient by the Court.” 


These minutes indicate that Ellen was dead by 1850. She does not appear in 
later census records for Lincoln County and Midkiff family history indicates 
she was dead before 1850. Also, we note that John Swinney gave bond on 
John Hamilton in March, 1850. A John Swinney married Elizabeth Oliver in 
Lincoln County, Tennessee on 30 May 1840, who, as discussed later, appears 
to be Ellen Oliver’s sister. In the 1850 Lincoln County Census, Charles is 
living with his sister, Sarah Ann, and her husband, John Hamilton. Elizabeth 
is with the family of Martin Farnham and William with the family of Enoch 
Hamilton, all in Lincoln County, Tennessee. The family of Thomas H. 
Freeman to which John Rufus was bound by the Court in 1848, is not listed 
in the 1850 census. William Midkiff said years later that when his father died 
he went to live with a Mr. Oliver who helped to raise him. We suspect this 
was one of his mother Ellen’s brothers. According to family history, William 
married Elizabeth F. Cole on 4 September 1851 in Lincoln County and in 
1854 moved with his orphaned brothers John Rufus and Charles to Grayson 
County, Texas. Later in about 1859, William moved to Cooke County, 
Texas where he raised a large family. John Rufus married Louisa Marie 
Cole, the sister of Elizabeth F. Cole, in 1856 in Texas and raised a family of 
seven children. Ellen’s daughter, Elizabeth, married James B. Slavin on 27 
August 1851 in Lincoln County, Tennessee and moved to Grayson County, 
Texas where she is listed in the 1870 census with husband and five children; 
1880 with husband and four children; and later in 1900 and 1910 as a widow 
living with her daughter, Ellen. Charles married Mary Wilburn on 24 July 
1859 in Grayson County, Texas. In 1860 he and his wife are listed in Grayson 
County, and in 1870 and 1880, he and his wife are in Cooke County, Texas 
with six children. He died 14 September 1919 in Chico, California. Ellen’s 
daughter, Sarah Ann, married John Hamilton on 26 August 1847 in Lincoln 
County, Tennessee. She and her family are listed in the Lincoln County 
Census from 1850 to 1910. These records indicate she had nine children. 
Census records for Ellen’s family from 1850 to 1910 are listed below: 


1850 Lincoin County, Tennessee Census. 


p.170— Enoch Hamilton age 31, born Tennessee 
872/872 Ann D. Hamilton age 28, born North Carolina 
William Hamilton age 6, born Tennessee 


Sarah Jane Hamilton age 3, born Tennessee 
George V. Hamilton age 1, born Tennessee 
Mary M. Stewart age 38, born North Carolina 
William Metcalf age 17, born Tennessee 
(Son of Ellen Oliver) 
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p. 170 — 
874/874 


re ee ee 
884/884 


John Hamilton 
Sarah Hamilton 


William Hamilton 
Charles Metcalf 


Martin Farnham 
Minnie Farnham 
Elizabeth Metcalf 


age 25, born Tennessee 
age 23, born Tennessee 
(Dau. of Ellen Oliver) 
age 2, born Tennessee 
age 11, born Tennessee 
(Son of Ellen Oliver) 


age 25, born Tennessee 

age 19, born 

age 17, born Tennessee 
(Dau. of Ellen Oliver) 


1860 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 


B13 
735/716 


John Hamilton 
Ann Hamilton 


William Hamilton 
Emma Hamilton 
Lucinda Hamilton 
Bob Hamilton 


1860 Cooke County, Texas Census. 


p. 254 — 
492/570 


William Medcalf 


Elizabeth Medcalf 
Marchus Medcalf 
James J. Medcalf 
Mary J. Medcalf 
Geo. Slavin 


1860 Grayson County, Texas. 


p. 165 — 
___/418 
p. 171 — 
____/498 


John R. Midkiff 


Louisa A. Midkiff 
Charles P. Midkiff 


Charles Medkiff 


Mary E. Medkiff 


1870 Lincoln County, Tennessee. 


p. 398 — 
141/139 


John Hamilton 
Ann Hamilton 


E. J. Hamilton (dau) 
Lou Hamilton (dau) 


age 35, born Tennessee — Farmer 
age 34, born Tennessee 
(Dau. of Ellen Oliver) 
age 11, born Tennessee 
age 9, born Tennessee 
age 7, born Tennessee 
age 5, born Tennessee 


age 28, born Tennessee — Farmer 
(Son of Ellen Oliver) 

age 25, born Tennessee 

age 8, born Tennessee 

age 6, born Texas 

age 11/12, born Texas 

age 21, born 


age 24, born Tennessee — Teamster 
(Son of Ellen Oliver) 

age 22, born Tennessee 

age 3, born Texas 


age 21, born Tennessee — Farm Laborer 
(Son of Ellen Oliver) 
age 18, born Illinois 


age 45, born Tennessee — Farmer 
age 44, born Tennessee 
(Dau. of Ellen Oliver) 
age 20, born Tennessee 
age 17, born Tennessee 


S. C. Hamilton (dau) age 14, born Tennessee 
N. E. Hamilton (dau) age 11, born Tennessee 
M. A. Hamilton (dau) age 8, born Tennessee 
John Hamilton (son) age 5, born Tennessee 
James Hamilton (son) age 3, born Tennessee ~ 
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1870 Cooke County, Texas Census. 


p. 253 — 
4/4 


p. 256 — 
40/40 


William Medkiff age 37, born Tennessee — Farmer & 
Cattle Raiser (Son of Ellen Oliver) 

Elizabeth Medkiff age 35, born Tennessee 

Jefferson J. Medkiff (son)age 16, born Texas 

Mary J. Medkiff (dau) age 12, born Texas 

Susanna Medkiff (dau)age 4, born Texas 

John Medkiff(son) age 2, born Texas 

Stonewall J. T. Medkiff age 2/12, born Texas 

(son) 
Robert L. Medkiff (son) age 2/12, born Texas 
George P. Medkiff (son) age 5, born Texas 


Geo. A. Slavins age 30, born Tennessee — Teamster 
Stephen Cole age 6, born Texas 
Lucy Harding age 18, born Texas — Domestic Servant 
Charles Medkiff age 30, born Tennessee — Farmer 

(Son of Ellen Oliver) 


Mary E. Medkiff age 28, born Illinois 
William P. Medkiff age 7, born Texas 
Charles A. Medkiff age 4, born Texas 
Susanna E. Medkiff age 2, born Texas 
Physician living with family from England. 


1870 Grayson County, Texas Census. 


p. 86 — 
79/79 


John Midkiff age 35, born Tennessee — Farmer 
(Son of Ellen Oliver) 
Louise Midkiff age 31, born Tennessee 


Charles Midkiff (son) age 13, born Texas 

Jefferson Midkiff (son) age 9, born Texas 

John Midkiff (son) age 7, born Texas 

Mattie Midkiff (dau) age 5, born Texas 

Willie Midkiff (son) age 2, born Texas 

Franklin Midkiff (son) age 1/12, born Texas 

Christie Cole (f) age 13, born Texas 

Lucy age 20, born Texas — Black Servant 


1870 Grayson County, Texas Census. 


p. 90 — 
147/150 


J. B. Slavin age 48, born Tennessee 
Elizabeth Slavin age 38, born Tennessee 
(Dau. of Elien Oliver) 
Mary Slavin (dau) age 14, born Texas 
Charles Slavin (son) age 12, born Texas 


Alice Slavin (dau) age 8, born Texas 
Sam Slavin (son) age 5, born Texas 
Elly Slavin (dau) age 3, born Texas 


Amanda age 16, born Tennessee — Black Servant 
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1880 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. (State of birth of the person listed and 
his/her father and mother are listed to the right) 


p.212— John Hamilton 55 — Farmer TN TN TN 
—___/__ Sarah A. (wife) 54 — Keeping House TN TN TN 
(Dau. of Ellen Oliver) 
Martha A.(Dau) 16 TN TN TN 
John (son) 13 TN TN ™N 
James (son) 1 TN TN T™N 
1880 Cooke County, Texas Census. 
p.325— Charles Midkiff 42 — Miller TN TN ™ 
161/169 (Son of Ellen Oliver) 
Mary (wife) 39 — Keeping House ILL NC NC 
William (Son) 17 TX TN ILL 
Charles (Son) 14 TX TN ILL 
Anne (Dau) 12 TX TN ILL 
John (Son) 9 TX TN ILL 
Ethel (Dau) 6 EX IN ILL 
Thomas (Son) 1 TX TN ILL 
p. 329— William Midkiff 47 — Farmer IN’ OIN: ~TN 
203 / 207 (Son of Ellen Oliver) 
Elizabeth (wife) 45 — Keeping House TN TN TN 
Jeff (Son) 25 TX TN TN 
Mary (Dau) 19 TX TIN TN 
George (Son) 16 TX TN ™N 
Susan (Dau) 15 TX TN ™N 
John (Son) 13 TX TN TN 
Thomas (Son) 10 TX IN T™N 
Robert (Son) 10 TX ITN TN 
Katie (Dau) 8 TX IN TN 
William (Son) 5 TX TN TN 
2 Boarders living in household 
1880 Grayson County, Texas Census. 
p.293— J.R. Midkiff 45 — Farmer Ni ee 
118/118 (Son of Ellen Oliver) 
D. (Judee) (wife) 36 — Keeping House MO VA _ VA 
E. J. (Dau) 18 TX TN TN 
J.R. (Son) 16 TX TN TN 
M. A. (Dau) 14 TX TN TN 
Wm. M. (Son) 11 TX TN TN 
F. E. (Son) 9 TX TN TN 
T. O. (Son) 7 TX TN TN 
p.295— J.B. Slavin 57 — Farmer TN NC NC 
159/159 E. C. (wife) 48 — Keeping House TN TN ™ 
(Dau. of Ellen Oliver) 
C. W. (Son) 22 TX TN TN 


Allice (Dau) 18 TX TN T™N 
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S. H. (Son) 14 TX IN TN 
M. E. (Dau) 12 TX IN T™ 
M. E. Myers (G/Dau) 11 TX IN TN 
1900 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 
p.196— Ann Hamilton —___1825-75-Widow TN Unk Unk 
78/80 (Dau of Ellen Oliver) 
Geo. Cullen (G/son) —Aug 1879-21 TN TN ™ 
1900 Grayson County, Texas Census. 
p.270— Wm.A. Bertram  —Jan 1865-35 Indian Ger. Ger. 
115/120 Me) 
Ella (wife) —June 1868-31 TX TN ™ 
Nellie (Dau) —Apr 1888-12 TX *Ind. TX 
Terr. 
Be (Dau) —Mar 1890-10 TX Ind. TX 
Terr. 
Slavins (Son) —June 1894-5 TX = Ind. TX 
Terr. 
Wheeler (Son) —Aug 1898-1 TX Ind. TX 
Terr. 
Elizabeth Slavins —Dec 1830-69-Widow T VA ™ 
(Mother-in-Law) (Dau of Ellen Oliver) 
1900 Cooke County, Texas Census. 
p.___ — William Midkiff | —Jan 1832-68-Stockman TN TN TN 
(Son of Ellen Oliver) 
Elizabeth (Wife) © —Apr 1835-65 TN TN T™N 
Mary (Dau) —Aug 1854-40 TX TN TN 
John H. (Son) —July 1867-32 TX TN TN 
William P. (Son) | —Mar 1875-25 TX IN ™ 
1900 Midland County, Texas Census. 
p.220— __—S.. H. Purcell —1861-38 TX ILL ILL 
101/103 J. E. (wife) —Aug 1861-38 TX TN T™N 
Iv (Dau) —Dec 1885-14 TX TX TX 
Archfsa (Dau) —Feb 1889-11 TX TX TX 
Houston (Son) —Oct 1891-9 TX TX TX 
Erie (Son) —Aug 1887-13 TX TX TX 


Matilda (Mother) —Jan 1829-71-Widow 
J. R. Midkiff (F/L) —Jan 1831-69-Widower T™N ENG ™ 
(Son of Ellen Oliver) 


1910 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 


p.206— EmmaHamilton  35-Widow-Farmer ™N TN TN 

150/150 Robert (Son) 13 TN TN TN 

Stone (Son) 11 ™ IN T™N 

Annie Belle(Dau) 9 ™ TN TN 

Ann Hamilton 85-Widow TN TIN TN 
(Mother-in-Law) (Dau. of Elen Oliver) 


* Indian Territory 
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1910 Cooke County, Texas Census. 


p.125— William Midkiff | 75-Second marriage TN TN ™ 
117/120 (Son of Ellen Otiver) 
Emma E. (wife) 37 
p.___—_ _W.A. Bertram 46-Teamster ARK NEB OKLA 
155/155 Ellen (wife) 42 TX TN ™N 
Nellie (dau) 22 TX ARK ™N 
Beatrice (dau) 20 TX ARK T™N 
Slavin (son) 16 TX ARK ™ 
Jennie (dau) 10 TX ARK T™N 
E. Carrie Slavin 79-Widow TN TN ™ 
(Mother-in-Law) (Dau. of Ellen Oliver) 


This completes the brief history of Ellen Oliver and her husband, Franklin 
Preston Midkiff, whose descendants are now scattered from Tennessee to 
Texas. The discovery of Ellen Oliver, living in Lincoln County, Tennessee, 
was of great importance to our research because it identified her as a sister of 
John Oliver (1811-1882), and Henry Oliver (1814-1884), and as one of the 
daughters of William Oliver (1784/87-1841). The year of birth of John 
(1811); Henry (1814); and Ellen (1807), match the years of birth of three of 
the children in the household of William Oliver in the 1820 Lincoln County, 
Tennessee Census. Also, Ellen is listed on page 219 in the 1830 census and 
page 16 in 1840 in the same area as William who is on page 218 and page 17 
in 1830/40. With the identification of these three children, we intensified our 
efforts to locate the remaining members of this family. This research is 
reported in the remaining paragraphs of this chapter on William Oliver 
(1784/87-1841). 

Finally, we feel a special tribute is due Ellen Oliver whose life appears to 
be one of hardship typical of this early period when the ravages of disease 
and epidemics were always near at hand and survival depended on the 
hardest manual labor. Alone with five (or seven) small children, she faced 
the most difficult conditions to provide and hold her family together, a fight 
she apparently lost before 1850 when all her children (excepting John Rufus) 
are found living in separate homes. Probably born in Rockingham County, 
North Carolina, she had made the long migration as a small girl, first to 
Carter County, Tennessee in 1809/10, then again on to Lincoln County, 
Tennessee before 1812, under the most difficult conditions of pioneer life. 
She did not live to see one of her 39 grandchildren, reminding us again of the 
price our ancestors paid to build this Nation. 


JAMES F. OLIVER, 1824/25-1880/90 


To this point, we had now identified three of the children of William 
Oliver (1784/ 87-1841). Henry Oliver (7 April 1814-31 August 1884) married 
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Manerva Perry, the daughter of his father’s sister, Mary Oliver, and raised 
his family in Franklin County, Alabama. John Oliver (1811-1882), who 
appears to be the oldest son of these children, was in Franklin County, 
Alabama before 1840 and remained there raising a large family. Ellen Oliver 
(1807-1840/50), married Franklin Preston Midkiff and had 5-7 children in 
Lincoln County, Tennessee. This left two and possibly three sons and four 
daughters still not identified. 

Fortunately, John Oliver’s (1811-1882) letter written to his nephew, John 
Rufus (Jack) Midkiff in 1868, contained the statement that “brother James is 
in Illinois, he lost his wife thear.” With this small straw we began our search 
for James Oliver. 

The 1820 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census for William Oliver (1784/87- 
1841) listed two males born 1810-1820 which we have identified as John 
(1811) and Henry (1814). In 1830, two additional males are listed born 
between 1820 and 1825. One of these males was apparently James Oliver 
who John said was in Illinois by 1868. This would mean that James was 
25-30 years old in 1850, probably married and listed in the Federal Census 
for that year in the state and county in which he lived. We thought it unlikely 
he was in Illinois this early as John’s letter appears to be bringing his nephew 
up-to-date on family news from about 1860 to 1868. For example, he said 
that his sons, “James an John an Henry C. soulgerd during the war.” This 
reference was to the Civil War, 1861-65, and indicates James Oliver probably 
went to Illinois around 1860. He was not listed in the 1850 Tennessee 
Census, so we turned to the 1850 Census for Franklin County, Alabama on 
the assumption that he may have followed his brothers, John and Henry, 
here from Lincoln County, Tennessee. The following census record appears 
to confirm this assumption. 


1850 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 


p.237— James Oliver age 30, born Tennessee 
934/934 Martha age 29, born Tennessee 
Jeptha age 16, born Tennessee 
John age 14, born Tennessee 
Nancy age 3, born Alabama 
Mary age 1, born Alabama 


The age and place of birth of James matches one of William Oliver’s 
(1784/ 87-1841), sons born 1820/25. The boys, Jeptha 16 and John 14, are 
too old to be sons, but almost certainly close family relatives. William Oliver 
(1784/87-1841) is listed with a male, born 1830/35 in the 1840 Lincoln 
County Census, which could be one of these boys. Another possibility is that 
Jeptha is William Oliver, born 1830-35, the son of James Oliver’s brother, 
John (1811-1882). It is also possible that John, age 14, listed here is 
John Rufus Midkiff who is missing in Lincoln County, Tennessee Census 
records in 1850 and does not migrate to Texas with his brother, William, 
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until about 1854. The 1868 letter indicates John Rufus was intimately 
acquainted with the Olivers in Franklin County, including this James who 
would be his uncle. This is all speculation and without any supporting 
evidence. Neither Jeptha or John was later identified by our research, 
although a William (J) Oliver appears in Franklin County, Alabama Census 
records for 1870 and later who could be Jeptha. 

The two girls, Nancy 3 and Mary I, born in Alabama, definitely appear to 
be the daughters of James and indicate he has been in Alabama at least since 
1847, 

Our next clue on James was in the 1855 Alabama State Census as follows: 


1855 Alabama State Census for Franklin County. 


p. 10 — James F. Oliver 
One male Under 21 (Alexander) 
One male Over 21 (James F.) 
Three females Under 21 (Nancy Ann) 
(Sarah Jane) 
(Elizabeth) 
One female Over 21 (Barberry) ? Martha 


The Alabama State Census used broad age categories which prevented an 
exact age listing for James F. and his family. However, this appears to be the 
same James F. listed in 1850. Also, in 1855, James F. is living next door to 
Henry Oliver on page 10 of this census. Further, Henry’s brother, John, is on 
page 8 of the census, all of which indicates James F. is their younger brother. 
This is supported by a Land Grant for James F. Oliver of two 40-acre tracts 
in Township 7 South, Range 13 West, (No. 30119) on 12 March 1859. John 
and Henry received grants in Township 7 South, Range 13 West — Henry in 
1854 and John in 1849 and 1859. James F. is not listed in the 1860 Franklin 
County Census, indicating that he moved to Illinois between the date of his 
Land Grant in 1859 and the date the census was taken in 1860. 

With this information in hand, we began researching Illinois Census 
records from 1870 to 1910. In 1870, James F. Oliver, born 1820/25, would 
appear in Illinois Census records, 45/50 years old and 55/60 in 1880, when 
he should list his father and mother born in North Carolina. His children, 
Nancy age 3 and Mary age | in 1850, would likely be married by 1870 living 
close to James F. They along with later children born prior to 1860 would be 
listed in the 1870 Illinois Census as born in Alabama. In the 1880, 1900 and 
1910 census, they would give Tennessee as the place of birth of their parents. 
Since the Illinois Census records for 1870 and later have not been indexed, in 
order to find James F. and his children, we began with the 1880 Illinois 
Soundex Census records. The 1880 Soundex System is an alphabetical listing 
of families with children ages ten and under. Of the many Olivers living in 
Illinois in 1880, the two Oliver families with children under 10 who appeared 
to be prime suspects as sons of James F. were, J. N. and J. A. Oliver, ages 24 
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and 25, both born in Alabama, with parents born in Tennessee. They were 
living in Pope County, Illinois, at the southern tip of the state. A search of 
Pope County, Illinois Census records for 1870, 1880, 1900 and 1910 soon 
dispelled all doubt that we had found James F. Oliver. These census records 
for Pope and adjoining Johnson County, Illinois follow: 


1870 Pope County, Illinois Census. 


p.487— James Oliver age 45, born Tennessee— Farmer 
75/75 Charlotte (Wife) age 50, born Tennessee 
Sarah Jane (Dau) age 20, born Alabama 
Elizabeth (Dau) age 19, born Alabama 
Alexander (Son) age 16, born Alabama 
James N. (Son) age 14, born Alabama 
Becke C. (Dau) age 10, born Alabama 
p.488— Dan’ Broy age 22, born Indiana 
TEETT Nancy age 22, born Alabama (Dau of James) 
Oren age 1, born Illinois 


1880 Pope County, Illinois Census. (State of birth of the person listed and 
his/her father and mother are listed to the right) 
p.61— J. F. Oliver 55 — Shoemaker (Disabled) TN GA NC 


44/44 Charlotte (wife) 57 ™ NC NC 
p. 61 — Thomas L. Robison 38 — Magistrate ILL Irland KY 
43/43 Sarah J. (wife) 32 (Dau of James) ™ TN ™ 
p. 68 — Daniel B. Broy 32 — Farmer IND VA NY 
154/156 Nancy (wife) 32 (Dau of James) T™T TN ™N 
Oren O. (son) Il ILL IND ™N 
Sarah A. (dau) 9 ILL IND T™N 
Annette (dau) 6 ILL IND TN 
John Wilson (son) 7/12 ILL IND ™N 
p. 86 — J.N. Oliver (James N.) 24 (Son of James) ALA TN ™N 
171/171 Louisa (wife) 20 ILL — ILL 
James (son) l ILL ALA ILL 
p. 87 — J. A. Oliver 25 (Son of James) ALA TN ™ 
190/190 (Jasper Alexander) 
Malcena (wife) 23 ILL — ILL 
Ulyius (son) 2 ILL ALA ILL 
Lura B. (dau) 3/12 ILL ALA ILL 
1900 Johnson County, Illinois Census. 
p. 185 —Edward W. Ford 49 ILL ILL ILL 
229/229 Beckey (wife) 37 (Dau of James) IEE. IEE ILE. 
Ida (dau) 16 ILL ILL ILL 
Claud (son) 11 ILD ALL IE 
Sarah (dau) 9 ILL ILL ILL 
Richard (son) 6 ILL ILL ILL 
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p. 188— William W. Wilson 62 ILL Unk Unk 
267/267 Nancy A. (wife) 52 (Dau of James) T™ IN T™N 
Grover C. (son) 14 ILL ILL ™N 
p.188— Thomas L. Robison 58 ILL Ireland TN 
269/269 Sarah J. (wife) $1 (Dau of James) ALA TN TN 
p.188— Jasper A. Oliver 45 (Son of James) ALA TN TN 
277/277 Malsenia (wife) 42 ILL TN TN 
Eulis (son) 22 ILL ALA ILL 
Barbra (dau) 18 ILL ALA ILL 
Loren (son) 8 ILL ALA ILL 
1910 Johnson County, IHinois Census. 
p. 17 — Edward W. Ford 58 ™ TN ™ 
79/80 (Widower) 
John R. (son) 17 ILL TN ALA 
p.21— Jasper A. Oliver 55 (Son of James) ALA TN TN 
170/172 = Maallie (wife) 53 ILL IL ILL 
Loren (son) 19 ILL ALA ILL 
Ruby (g/dau, Reba) 8 ILL — ILL 
p. 41 — T. L. Robinson 68 ILL Irland ILL 
96/96 Sarah (wife) 61 (Dau of James) ALA TN ™ 


From the above census records we were able to piece together the history 
of James F. Oliver in Illinois. James F. completely matches the profile of 
James F. Oliver of Lincoln County, Tennessee and Franklin County, 
Alabama. The 1870 census lists his second wife, Charlotte, and five of his 
children by his first wife who was listed as Martha in 1850, but as we later 
discuss was named Barbara (Barberry) Hamilton. Nancy, who was three 
years old in the 1850 Franklin County, Alabama Census, is living next door 
to her father with her husband, Dan’l Broy in 1870. Ten years later in 1880, 
James is still in Pope County with sons, James N. and Jasper Alexander, and 
daughters, Sarah Jane married to Thomas L. Robison and Nancy Ann with 
her husband Daniel B. Broy, all living nearby. By 1900 Jasper Alexander 
and his sisters, Nancy Ann, Sarah Jane and Becky Carolyn, with their 
husbands are in adjoining Johnson County, Illinois. James F. Oliver does 
not appear in census records in 1900 and apparently died and was buried in 
Pope County, Illinois between 1880-1900. 

In 1986, we visited Pope, Johnson and Wabash Counties in Illinois search- 
ing for additional records of James F. Oliver and his children and their 
descendants. Following is a brief summary of the information found on each 
of his children: 
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NANCY ANN OLIVER, 1847 — 6 MARCH 1935 


Nancy Ann Oliver, the oldest child of James F. Oliver and Barberry 
Hamilton, married Daniel Boone Broy in Pope County, Illinois, on 26 
January 1863. They are shown in the Pope County Census Records above in 
1870 and 1880. In 1986 we located Mrs. Doreen Melvin, daughter of Edward 
Marion Broy, of West Frankfort, Illinois and a great-granddaughter of 
Nancy Ann Oliver who gave us the following information on Nancy Ann 
and her family. Daniel B. Broy died at age 33 or about 1881 and is buried in 
the Lewis Graveyard, Columbus, Pope County, Illinois. Their children were 
Oren Oliver; Sarah Alice who married James R. Underwood and died young 
in childbirth; Annette (1874-26 November 1910) married John Woolard; 
James (1877-1878); infant stillborn (1878); and, John Wilson (1879-1956), 
who married Lona Taylor. In 1885 Nancy Ann remarried William West 
Wilson by whom she had one child, Grover Cleveland Wilson. She is listed 
above in the 1900 Johnson County Census with her husband where she gave 
Tennessee for the place of birth of her parents. Later in life in about 1928, 
Nancy Ann came to live near her son, Oren, in West Frankfort, Illinois, 
where she shared a small house with her sister, Sarah Jane Oliver Robison. 
Here she died on 6 March 1935, at about age 88. Her death certificate gave 
her place of birth as Russellville, Alabama. She is buried in Tower Heights 
Cemetery in West Frankfort, Illinois. Her daughter, Annette, is buried 
beside her. 

Mrs. Melvin remembered her great-grandmother’s brother, Jasper Alex- 
ander Oliver, who she said always dressed in black. She knew the family 
tradition that their ancestors once owned land in Alabama where James F. 
Oliver was put in jail for his Union sympathies and forced to move to Illinois. 
Of considerable interest was her story that her old Oliver people said that 
they were Irish. Also, these Oliver descendants still remembered the tradition 
that the Hamiltons (the family of Barberry Hamilton, wife of James F. 
Oliver) had a lot of money. 


MARY OLIVER, 1849-___ 


No records were found for Mary. This could be Sarah Jane. 


SARAH JANE OLIVER, 27 JANUARY 1849-___. JUNE, 1931/32 


Sarah Jane married Thomas L. Robison, 1842-1915, on 8 October 1871. 
They are living next door to her father, James F., in Pope County, Columbus 
Village, Illinois in 1880, and in Johnson County, Bloomfield Township, 
Illinois, near her brother, Jasper Alexander Oliver, and sisters, Nancy Ann 
and Becky C., in 1900. No children are listed. Thomas L. Robison’s Will was 
probated in Johnson County in December, 1915, giving his date of death as 
17 October 1915 in Ozark, Johnson County, Illinois. His Will gave his estate 
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to his only heir, nephew George T. Robison, who agreed to provide and 
furnish a home to his Aunt Sarah Jane. Sarah Jane and her husband are 
buried in the Taylor Cemetery located about six miles north of Vienna, 
Johnson County, Illinois. Her headstone gives her birth as 27 January 1849. 

Mary was listed as a daughter of James F. Oliver, age 1, in the 1850 
Franklin County, Alabama Census which places her year of birth in 1849, 
However, in the 1855 Alabama State Census, James F. Oliver is listed with 
only three daughters who appear to be Nancy Ann, Sarah Jane and 
Elizabeth. Because of this and the lack of any later census records for a 
daughter of James F. Oliver named Mary, we believe it likely Sarah was 
incorrectly listed as Mary on this 1850 census. 

Sarah Jane Oliver was living with her sister, Nancy Ann, in West 
Frankfort, Franklin County, Illinois at the time of her death which a descen- 
dant remembered was in June 1931 or 1932. 


ELIZABETH OLIVER, 1851-___ 


The only record found for Elizabeth was the 1870 Pope County, Illinois 
Census where she is listed, age 19, born in Alabama. She was not found in 
the Pope or Johnson County marriages or later census records, indicating 
she may not have survived. 


JASPER ALEXANDER OLIVER, 15 JANUARY 1855 — 2 MAY 1943 


Fortunately, we were able to find descendants of Alexander living in 
Mlinois, California, Florida and Virginia. He is listed in the 1870, 1880 
Census in Pope County, and in 1900 and 1910 in Johnson County, Illinois. 
On 1 August 1877 he married Malcena (Mallie) A. Abbott (12 January 
1857—21 August 1927) in Pope County, Illinois. He is buried in the Taylor 
Cemetery near Vienna, Johnson County, Illinois, with his wife. His son, 
Ulyius (Eulis), was killed on a construction job in Memphis, Tennessee, as a 
young man, leaving two small sons, Walter and Orville, who lived with 
Alexander until moving to California. Eulis is buried in Taylor Cemetery 
near his parents. Alexander’s daughter, Leura B. (23 March 1880 — 20 May 
1935) married George T. Robison on 13 November 1868, and raised her 
family in Johnson County, Illinois. She and her husband are buried in the 
Taylor Cemetery near her parents. His daughter, Barbara D. (23 January 
1882 — 13 January 1972) married William Clayton Choate. She and her 
husband are buried in Highland Memorial Cemetery in Mt. Carmel, Illinois. 
Her grandson, Jack C. Fisher, son of her daughter Reba of Mt. Carmel, gave 
us an extraordinary detailed history of the family of Jasper Alexander 
Oliver. The last son of Alexander was Loren Oliver who lived in Mt. Carmel, 
Illinois and Indianapolis, Indiana, and is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery in 
Mt. Carmel, Illinois. Loren’s children are Mildred Lorene and Joel by his 
first wife, Omah Lee Choate, and James and Loren Jr. by his second wife, 





JASPER ALEXANDER OLIVER 
15 January 1855 — 2 May 1943 
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Dora Frankenburg. Our contact with these descendants are indeed a high 
point in our research. Jasper Alexander Oliver’s death certificate stated that 
he was born in Russellville, Franklin County, Alabama on 15 January 1855 
and that his father was James Oliver, born in Tennessee and his mother was 
Barbara Hamilton born in Tennessee. Marriage records for Lincoln County, 
Tennessee show a marriage of James Olliver to Barberry Hamilton on 2 July 
1846. This is James F. Oliver and one more bit of evidence linking him as the 
son of William Oliver (1784/87-1841). The 1850 Franklin County, Alabama 
Census lists James’ wife as Martha which is the only census record we have 
for her. 

Jasper Alexander Oliver was remembered by neighbors in his old com- 
munity north of Vienna, Johnson County, Illinois as a good man of high 
moral principles, devoted to his family and his church. He was a small, 
distinguished man, they said, well-dressed with hat and tie as he faithfully 
drove his horse and buggy to church every Sunday. On one such Sunday 
tragedy struck and his horse and buggy were hit by an automobile fatally 
injuring his wife, Mallie, on 21 August 1927. The Vienna Times account of 
this accident was headlined, “Good Old Lady Killed On Hard Road 
Sunday,” and stated “This brings to a close the life of another good woman 
of the county. Only a few days ago she and her husband celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary.” Alexander later lived with his children in 
Indianapolis, Indiana and Mt. Carmel, Illinois where he died on 2 May 1943. 


JAMES N. OLIVER, 1856 — 5 JANUARY 1891 


James N. appears in Pope County, Illinois in 1870 with his father as age 
14, born in Alabama, and in 1880 with his wife, Louisa, and son, James, age 
1. He married Eliza Ellis on 2 August 1877 in Pope County. He died 5 
January 1891 in Pope County where Court records show his brother, Jasper 
Alexander, was the Administrator of his Estate. These records state that he 
was survived by James Oliver, Carrie Oliver and Roy Oliver, “his children as 
heirs.” His wife was not listed and apparently predeceased him. We learned 
from descendants that James N. Oliver’s son, James Mocaby Oliver (Bud), 
born 13 February 1879, operated a successful Trucking Company for many 
years. We located a Roy Oliver, son of James Mocaby Oliver, in West 
Frankfort, Illinois, who said his father died in 1965 in West Frankfort, 
Illinois and is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Marion, Williamson County, 
Illinois. Also, that his Uncle Roy Oliver was buried in Metropolis, Illinois. 


REBECCA CAROLYN OLIVER, 1860-1909 


Rebecca (Becky C.) married Edward Wilkerson Ford, 1851-1931, in Pope 
County, Illinois on 22 February 1880. Her marriage certificate gives her age 
as 20 and born in Franklin County, Alabama. Her father’s name was listed 
as James F. Oliver and her mother’s as B. J. Hamilton. This record of her 
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father and mother confirms the information found in the death certificate of 
her brother, Jasper Alexander. Her known children were Ida, who married a 
Donnely; Claud W.; Sarah; and, John Richard. She died in 1909 and along 
with her husband, and three of her children, is buried in the Taylor Cemetery 
near Vienna, Johnson County, Illinois. 

Mrs. Doreen Melvin remembered that her great-grandmother’s sister, 
Aunt Becky, never rode in a car, but always came to visit by train and then 
only rode in a buggy. 


SUMMARY 


This completes our history of James F. Oliver (1824/25-1880/90). Our 
research leaves no doubt that he was the younger brother of John, Henry 
and Ellen, children of William Oliver (1784/87-1841). All the evidence 
indicates he was born about 1824/25 in Lincoln County, Tennessee where he 
grew up and married Barberry Hamilton on 2 July 1846. By the birth of his 
first child, Nancy Ann, in 1847, he had relocated to Franklin County, 
Alabama where his brother John was living and where his brother Henry 
moved from Lincoln County, Tennessee between 1848/52. All his children 
were born in Franklin County — Nancy Ann (1847), Sarah Jane (1849), 
Elizabeth (1851), Jasper Alexander (1855), James N. (1856) and Rebecca 
Carolyn in 1860. Descendants say he moved by covered wagon and flat boat 
from Franklin County, Alabama to Pope County, Illinois when Jasper 
Alexander was five years old or about 1860. One of his brothers was said to 
be a strong Union man and the same loyalty may have prompted this move 
by James F. to the North on the eve of the Civil War. The story handed 
down in the family of his daughter, Nancy Ann Oliver, that he was jailed in 
Franklin County, Alabama for his Union sympathies bears this out. 

Little family history in Illinois of James F. has survived except that he did 
come from Franklin County, Alabama. Also, there were faded memories of 
an old Hamilton Plantation in the Tara of Gone With The Wind tradition 
—probably from the family of his wife, Barbara Hamilton in Tennessee. 
According to family tradition the Hamilton’s had a lot of money. Loren 
Oliver Jr., grandson of Jasper Alexander Oliver, Professor of Art at Sweet 
Briar College in Virginia, said he was told that Jasper Alexander Oliver’s 
mother was a Hamilton of the Alexander Hamilton line. Another family 
tradition was that the Olivers were Irish. 

James F. Oliver raised his children in Pope County, Illinois, apparently 
under difficult circumstances. His wife, Barbara, died sometime between 
1860, when their last child, Rebecca C., was born, and 1868 when his 
brother, John, wrote that James lost his wife in Ilinois. This indicates that 
she died and was buried in Pope County, Illinois. On 6 April 1870, James 
married Charlotte Brewer who is listed as his wife in the 1870 and 1880 Pope 
County Census. The date of her death is unknown. 
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James was apparently poor as County records indicate he mortgaged 
personal property to raise money. Recorded in Book E, dated 13 November 
1875 was a chattel mortgage of James F. Oliver of Pope County to M. M. 
Glass on “one brown horse mule about 8 years old of medium size with a 
small white spot on his left hip, one two-horse wagon, one white and black 
cow and calf belonging to the same, price $99.84,” signed by James F. (his 
mark) Oliver. Similar mortgages were recorded in 1874, 1876 and 1877. By 
1880 James is listed as a shoemaker and disabled. Our research indicates 
shoemaking was the trade of his father, William Oliver (1784/ 87-1841) and 
his grandfather, John Oliver, Sr. (1750/55-1826/30). James F. probably died 
between 1880/90 and is buried somewhere in Pope County, Illinois. His son, 
James N., died in Pope County in 1891. Most of James’ family moved to 
adjoining Johnson County as above discussed. 

We leave James F. Oliver with this parting thought. Although it appears 
no family history of James F., the father and citizen has survived, some 
inferences are possible. It required a man of strong conviction and courage 
to uproot his family in Alabama leaving his brothers, his home and make the 
long move by covered wagon and flatboat with his wife and small children to 
begin all over in Illinois. The sacrifices were high, the loss of his wife and the 
hardship of rearing his children. We do not know his moral character, but 
judging from his history and the qualities he passed on to his descendants, 
we judge him a hard-working, family man of strong religious conviction and 
devotion to home and country. 

We have now accounted for four of the children of William Oliver 
(1784/ 87-1841). The remainder of this chapter summarizes our continuing 
research of this family. 


WILLIAM ARTHUR OLIVER, 22 MARCH 1821 — 
4 MAY 1888 


In the 1830 Census for Lincoln County, Tennessee, William Oliver 
(1784/ 87-1841) listed two males, age 5-10, or born 1820-1825. We now had 
identified James F. Oliver, born about 1824/25, as one of these sons. James 
F. may also be the son in William Oliver’s household in the Lincoln County, 
Tennessee Census of 1840, age 15-20, or born 1820-1825. James F. did not 
marry until 2 July 1846 in Lincoln County and was probably still living at 
home with his parents in 1840. However, the identity of the other son, also 
born 1820-1825, was a mystery. He now became the object of all our research 
efforts. No trace of him could be found in Lincoln County, Tennessee, so we 
expanded our research to Alabama on the chance that he may have followed 
his brothers John, Henry and James F. to Franklin County. Our first indica- 
tion that this might be correct was the following census records: 
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1855 Alabama State Census Records for Franklin County. 
p.10— William Olliver, Sr. 


Three males — Under 21 
Two males — Over 21 
Three females — Under 21 
One female — Over 21 


Three children are between the ages of 8-16. 


1860 Franklin County, Alabama Census. 


p. 776 — W™ Oliver age 40, born Tennessee — Grocery Keeper 
736/736 Siambia Oliver age 37, born Tennessee 

James F. Oliver age 18, born Alabama 

Nancy J. Oliver age 17, born Alabama 

Salemn Oliver (Male) age 15, born Alabama 

Siambia Oliver age 13, born Alabama 

Benjamin N. Oliver age 11, born Alabama 

Susan C. Oliver age 5, born Alabama 


Marion Oliver (Male) age 3, born Alabama 


The connection of this William Oliver as the brother of John, Henry and 
James F. is indicated by the following: 


1. William is listed on Page 10, only five houses from James F. and Henry 
Oliver on the 1855 Alabama State Census for Franklin County. John 
Oliver is listed on Page 8. William Oliver is listed as Senior in 1855, 
although he did not have a son named William at this time. However, the 
word Senior was used not only to distinguish father and son, but also to 
indicate the elder of two persons living in the same area bearing the same 
name and did not necessarily require that they be related. We know that 
William Oliver, Jr., a possible son of John, previously discussed, obtained 
a land grant in 1859 within about 6-10 miles of William A. Oliver. It is 
possible that the presence of this William Oliver, Jr., in the same area was 
the reason William A. Oliver is listed as Senior. 


2. The 1855 and 1860 Census records match indicating the same William 
Oliver family is the subject of both. 


3. William A. Oliver and his wife gave Tennessee as their birthplace in the 
1860, 1870 and 1880 census which agrees with the birthplace of the missing 
son of William Oliver (1784/87-1841), of Lincoln County, Tennessee. The 
age given in the 1860 census for their oldest son, James F., indicates that 
William and Syambra were in Alabama by about 1841. Fortunately, the 
census enumerator entered 1841 as the year of their marriage. 

4. William gave his age in 1860 as 40, born 1820, which matches our Lincoln 
County, Tennessee, missing son’s birth of 1820-1825, given in the 1830 
census of William Oliver (1784/87-1841). 

5. William A. Oliver of Franklin County, Alabama, has the same first name 
as William Oliver (1784/87-1841), of Lincoln County, Tennessee, indi- 
cating he was named for his father. 
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LAND GRANT TO WILLIAM A. OLIVER. 


Another important link between William and John, Henry and James F. 
Oliver was a land grant he received in Franklin County, Alabama, on 13 
August 1857. We researched old land grants for this period in the Archives in 
Washington, D.C., (Suitland, Maryland Office) and the Eastern States 
Office, Bureau of Land Management, Department of the Interior, Alexan- 
dria, Virginia. Here we found land grants from the Federal Government in 
Franklin County, Alabama to William Oliver in 1857, Henry Oliver 1856, 
James F. Oliver 1859 and John Oliver 1859. William’s land grant reads as 
follows: 


Page 273, Certificate No. 22359, William Oliver of Franklin County, Alabama 
has deposited in the General Land Office of the United States a Cert. of 
Register of the Land Office at Pontotoc whereby it appears that full payment 
has been made by the said WILLIAM OLIVER according to the provisions of 
2 several treaties with the Chickasaw Indians and dated Oct. 20, 1832 and May 
24, 1834 the Act of Congress of the 24th of April 1820. 


Northwest Quarter of the Section 15 in the fractional Township 7, of the 
Range 13 West, of Huntsville, lying in Alabama in the Districts of lands 
subject to sale at Pontotoc, Mississippi, containing 159.88 of an acre. 13 
August 1857. 


The land grants of John, Henry and James F. were all in this same Town- 
ship 7, Range 13 West. John was in Section 13, Henry in Section 22 and 
James F. in Section 1. The survey of public lands followed by the Federal 
Government laid off land by Range, Township and Section. 

The Range is one of the North South rows of a Township that are 
numbered East and West from the principal meridian of the Survey. 

The Township is a division of territory in the survey containing 36 
Sections of one square mile each measuring six miles on each side. A Section 
contained 640 acres and was further divided into quarters, each quarter 
containing 160 acres. Each quarter was further subdivided into quarters, 
each containing 40 acres. So, the description of William’s grant placed his 
land in the Northwest Quarter of Section 15, containing 160 acres or one- 
fourth of the Section’s 640 acres. This meant William lived about one mile 
Northwest of Henry, one mile East of John and one mile Southeast of James 
F. in this Township 7. We located this Township about six miles West of 
Russellville, in Franklin County, Alabama with its Northeast corner near the 
small community of Belgreen. This corresponds with the general location of 
these early Olivers in Franklin County reported by the descendants of Henry 
Oliver still living in Franklin County, Alabama and Mississippi. We have 
included this detail because of its vital importance linking these four Oliver 
families. 
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Other connecting links are the names of William’s children. His first son, 
James F., was apparently named for his Uncle James F. Oliver (1824/25- 
1880/90). His oldest daughter, Nancy, could be named for her grandmother, 
Nancy Painter Oliver, wife of William Oliver (1784/ 87-1841). William A.’s 
wife was named Syambra, as was a daughter. John Oliver (1811-1882), had a 
daughter named Siambry, as well as, a son Marion, the name of one of 
Henry and William’s sons. Both John and William had sons named John 
and William. We would argue here that while one name match between these 
children is not unusual, the matching of the name Syambra is a very impor- 
tant link. This name is so unusual that its appearance here as the name of 
one of John’s children and William’s wife and daughter is extremely 
significant. 

All of the above census records, land grants and name connections made a 
convincing case that William A. Oliver, with wife Syambra, in Franklin 
County in the 1855 and 1860 census records was, in fact, the brother of John, 
Henry and James F. Our next step was to try to confirm this from William’s 
descendants. However, William disappears from all Franklin County and 
Alabama State records after 1860 and no descendants could be found. Also, 
the descendants of Henry Oliver, who were still living here in 1986, could 
recall no family history of this William Oliver. Our research to locate 
William and his family was to prove very difficult. We first expanded our 
search to Tennessee where we found a Salem Oliver in 1870 in Lawrence 
County with his wife, Drucilla Whitworth, whom he married there on 24 
November 1867. Encouraged by this discovery, we screened Tennessee 
Census records up to 1900 where we located a Benjamin N. Oliver in Chester 
County, Tennessee. A grandson of Benjamin N. Oliver, still living in Chester 
County, Tennessee, Herman Oliver, age 79, whose father, Salem Arthur 
Oliver died when he was two years old in 1909, said he only knew that 
Benjamin came from Alabama. However, he directed us to two grandsons of 
Benjamin N. Oliver, Malven R. Oliver, son of Oscar Freeman Oliver, of 
Massachusetts and Perry Davis, son of Melissa Catherine Oliver Davis, of 
California, who said Benjamin had two brothers who had lived in Henryetta, 
Oklahoma. We located a daughter of Charles Thompson Oliver, one of these 
brothers — the last son of William and Syambra Oliver, a Mrs. Jewell 
Martin in Shawnee, Oklahoma, who helped us to unravel the mystery of 
William A. Oliver and his family. The result was the following historical 
sketch of William A. and Syambra Oliver. 


HISTORY OF WILLIAM A. OLIVER AND SYAMBRA BLACKLEDGE. 


Mrs. Martin said William’s full name was William Arthur Oliver and his 
wife was Syambra Blackledge, whose mother/ grandmother was a Woodruff. 
Information on the family history by descendants of William dates from 
their move from Alabama to Tennessee which according to family tradition 





BENJAMIN NELSON OLIVER, 1853-1909, with wife, 
MARGARET ELIZABETH FREEMAN, 1859-1909 





SALEM WOODRUFF OLIVER, 1847-1916, with wife, 
MARY CATHERINE COLE, 18——-1917 


407 


was during the early years of the Civil War. None of the descendants knew 
who William’s father was or where the family came from to Alabama. Mrs. 
Jewell Martin is the last living grandchild of William and Syambra. Her 
father, Charles Thompson Oliver, died in 1933 and her knowledge of her 
grandfather came from stories her father told her and later correspondence 
with her cousins. She told us that an old family tradition handed down in the 
family was that the Olivers came to America in Colonial times. That the 
sailing ship on which they came sank and they had to seek passage on 
another ship to complete the journey. To pay for this extra passage they sold 
their knee buckles which were made of silver, the mark of above average 
wealth and class at that time. She also has copies of the old family Bible of 
William A. Oliver giving the dates of birth, marriage and deaths of the 
family. This record is included below with her permission. 


FAMILY BIBLE RECORD 


From the Family Bible of William Arthur Oliver and Syambra Blackledge 
Oliver: 


Births 


Wm. Oliver was born March 22nd 1821 

Syambra Blackledge Oliver was born April 29th 1825 
James F. Oliver was born Sept. Sth 1842 

Nancy J. Oliver was born June 20, 1844 

Salem W. Oliver was born January 12th 1847 
Syambry Oliver was born Nov. 16th 1849 
Benjamin N. Oliver was born March 17, 1853 
Susan Katherine Oliver was born March 14, 1855 
Marion Oliver was born Sept. 19, 1857 

William L. Oliver was born Sept. 19, 1860 

John H. C. Oliver was born Feb. 18, 1863 

Martha A. Oliver was born March Ist 1866 
Charles Thompson Oliver was born Feb. 23rd 1869 
Margrt Elysabeth Oliver was born March 23rd 1857 
W. J. Flowers was born April 7th 1848 

Wm. J. Oliver was born September 14, 1879 
Melissa Katherine Oliver was born Oct. 17th 1881 
Salem Arthur Oliver was born Oct. 3rd 1883 
Harvey Nelson Oliver was born April 14, 1885 
Oscar F. Oliver was born Oct. 4th, 1888 

Benjamin F. Oliver was born Aug. 19th 1893 
Edward Furman Oliver was born Dec. 23, 1903 
Charlie Albert Oliver was born Sept. 29, 1905 
William Lawson Oliver was born Sept. 19th 1860 
Martha Ellen Oliver was born June 20th 1858 
Anna May Oliver was born Dec. the 8th 1884 
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William Lafayette Oliver was born May 18th ___ 
J. H. Oliver was born Feb. the 18th 1863 

E. L. Thompson was born April the 18th ___ 
John W. Oliver was born Oct. the 26th 1888 
Benjamin F. Oliver was born July the 29th 1890 


Marriages 

Salem W. Oliver and Drucilla Whitworth was married Nov. 24, 1867 
Nancy J. Oliver and Jno Cole married June I lth 1868 

D. K. Charlie Hopson and Syambra E. Oliver married Feb. 17th 1876 
B. N. Oliver and Margret E. Freeman was married Oct. 12th 1876 
Salem W. Oliver and Mary C. Cole was married Aug. 24th 1876 

W. L. Oliver and M. E. Cole was married Nov. the 7th 188__ 

S. E. Hopson and W. H. Chumly married March 23rd 1881 

S.C. Oliver and J. T. Parker married June 8th 1881 

John H. C. Oliver and Emma L. Thompson was married Dec. the 15th 18__. 
C. T. Oliver and Flournoy Gulley was married March 9, 1897 


Deaths 

Mary C. Cole died May 1917 

Salem Oliver departed this life Nov. 1916 

Departed this life Marion Oliver November 1864 
Departed this life James F. Oliver ___ of April 1863 
__— J. Cole departed this life ___ber 29th 1868 
Departed this life _hn G. Cole _th of December 1869, 
Departed this life Drucilla Oliver _ of November 1875 
___ W. Oliver died Aug. 10, 1906 

died Oct. 15, 194__ 

Miss Jane Blacklege departed this life 16th of Sept. 1876 
Departed this life William Lawson Oliver August the 6th 1886 
Departed this life William A. Oliver May 4th 1888 or 1886 
Syambra Oliver departed this life Sept. 20th 1893 
Joseph T. Parker died March 8, 1896 

Susan Catherine Parker died April 24th 1909 

Ben N. Oliver died Feb. 1909 

Margaret E. Oliver died February 1909 

Arthur Oliver died Feb. 1909 

Ethel L. Claunts died Nov. 6, 1911 

Mattie Mathis died Oct. , 1906 








It is a miracle that this family Bible, now faded and crumbling about the 
edges, has survived since probably the 1840’s. This is indeed a priceless 
record and of the greatest importance in preserving the history of this great 
family. This tells us that William was born 22 March 1821 which agrees with 
the age of the missing son of William Oliver (1784/87-1841), listed in the 
1830 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census as born 1820-1825. This Bible gives 
documented evidence of William A. Oliver and his family without which 
much of their history and identity would be lost forever. 
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Mrs. Martin said that William A. Oliver was a strong Union man and that 
when the Civil War began in 1861, he moved his family north to Tennessee. 
This recalls that James F. Oliver, also a Union man, moved his family to 


Illinois on the eve of the Civil War in 


1860. We located William A. Oliver in 


the following Tennessee Census records. 


1870 Perry County, Tennessee Census. 


p. 423 — Wm. A. Oliver 

103/102 Siambra Oliver 
Siambra E. Oliver 
Benjamin Oliver 
Susan C. Oliver 
Wm. L. Oliver 
Harvey Oliver 
Martha A. Oliver 
Charles T. Oliver 


p. 419 — Sidney McCall 
42/42 Polly McCall 


(2nd Civil District) 

age 48, born Tennessee — Farmer 
age 45, born Tennessee 

age 20, born Alabama 

age 17, born Alabama 

age 15, born Alabama 

age 9, born Alabama 

age 7, born Alabama 

age 4, born Tennessee 

age 1, born Tennessee 


age 58, born Tennessee — Farmer 
age 46, born Tennessee 


Aminen McCall (female) age 21, born Alabama 


Robert McCall 

James F. McCall 
Benjamin McCall 
Nancy E. McCall 

Ome E. McCall (female) 
John McCall 

Tennessee Stephens (f) 
Robert L. Stephens 
Eliza Blackledge 


age 18, born Alabama 
age 15, born Alabama 
age 13, born Alabama 
age 11, born Alabama 
age 9, born Alabama 
age 3, born Tennessee 
age 27, born Alabama 
age 2, born Tennessee 
age 41, born Tennessee 


1870 Lawrence County, Tennessee Census (7th Civil District) 


p.54— Salem Oliver 
76/71 
Drucilla Oliver 


age 23, born Alabama — 
(Son of William A.) 
age 24, born Tennessee 


1880 Carroll County, Tennessee Census (22nd Civil District) (State of birth of the 


person listed and his/her father and 
p. 38 — William Oliver 
—__/128 Mrs. Oliver (wife) 

Siambra (dau) 

Kate (dau) 

Willie (son) 

Harvey (son) 

Mattie (dau) 

Charlie (son) 


p. 38 — Benjamin Oliver 


___/129 Margaret (wife) 
James (son) 


mother are listed to the right) 


60 —Farmer ™T TN ™ 
60 TN TN ™ 
30 TN TN ™N 
25 ™ IN ™ 
22 ™ TN ™N 
15 ™T™ IN ™ 
14 TN TN ™ 
11 ™N TN ™N 
27 — (Son of TN IN T™N 
William A.) 
23 ™N TN ™ 
8/12 TN TN T™ 
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NOTE: The enumerator mistakenly listed Tennessee as the state of birth for 
all of William’s children living in his household, as well as, son, 
Benjamin, and his wife, Margaret. 


These census records place William A. Oliver in Tennessee in 1870 and 
1880. The date they moved from Alabama to Tennessee is not definitely 
known, although, as stated, descendants believe they moved after the Civil 
War started in 1861. The birthplace of son, John Harvey C. Oliver, on 18 
February 1863, is listed in the 1870 Tennessee Census as Alabama, indicating 
they were still in Alabama at this time. One of the stories handed down was 
that during the Battle of Shiloh in the Civil War on April 6-7, 1862, William 
and his family could hear the sound of the cannons. William was ill and 
during the battle he moaned “poor boys” over and over again. It is possible 
they could have heard the cannons from their home in Franklin County, 
Alabama, some 50-60 miles south of the Shiloh Battle Field on the 
Tennessee River. They also told of Union soldiers marching by their home in 
long lines. 

According to family tradition, Mary, the wife of Sidney McCall, listed 
here in the 1870 Perry County, Tennessee Census close to William A. Oliver, 
was the sister of Syambra Blackledge, and was remembered by descendants 
as “Aunt Polly.” The reaction of Aunt Polly’s little slave girls, Sook and Sill, 
to freedom was also still recalled. These census records were located in our 
search in 1986, and were unknown to descendants of William A. Oliver prior 
to this time. Family tradition has William living near Hico, Tennessee. Hico 
is in Carroll County and was probably the location of William’s last home in 
Tennessee. 

After 1880, William moved his family to Arkansas. Mrs. Jewell Martin 
told us he died on 4 May 1888 and is buried in a cemetery in White Oak Gap 
near Washburn, Arkansas. There is some question of the year of William’s 
death. The date in the Bible is not clear. There is the story that he died when 
Charles Thompson Oliver, his youngest son, was 17 years old. Charles was 
born on 23 February 1869, according to the Family Bible. This would place 
William’s death in 1886 instead of 1888 and the date of his move from 
Carroll County, Tennessee to Arkansas between the 1880 census and his 
death in 1888. After William’s death, Mrs. Martin said Syambra “sold the 
farm” and moved to Stigler, Oklahoma with her youngest children, including 
John Harvey and Charles Thompson Oliver. Mrs. Martin said her father, 
Charles Thompson Oliver, told her of living in Tennessee with his parents 
before they moved to Arkansas and of a farm near Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
She has never been able to confirm this memory of a farm near Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. It does not appear likely that William A. Oliver moved over 200 
miles east from Carroll County to Chattanooga after 1880 before moving to 
Arkansas. The deed records of Perry and Carroll Counties, Tennessee, and 
Sebastian County, Arkansas, do not show that William A. Oliver owned 
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land there, indicating the farm sold by Syambra was probably his land in 
Alabama. A possible explanation of the story of “‘a farm near Chattanooga, 
Tennessee” could be that William A. Oliver (1821-1888) visited his first 
cousin, William Oliver (1825-1897), son of James Oliver (1799-1863), who 
was living near Chattanooga in 1870-1880 (see Chapter V). The children of 
these two first cousins were about the same age. Charles was 11 in 1880 and 
his second cousin, Robert L. Oliver, was 12. Charles was to recall years later 
playing near a cliff near Chattanooga which describes the Lookout Mountain 
area where William Oliver (1825-1897) lived near Chattanooga. 

Other bits of family history included a story of a land grant some of 
William’s grandchildren remembered seeing, but which was lost after 
Syambra moved to Arkansas. This was probably the land grant William 
received in Franklin County, Alabama on 13 August 1857. The name of the 
President of the United States, James Buchanan, was on his land patent. It is 
possible William retained title to this land until his death in 1888 in 
Arkansas. Syambra died 20 September 1893 and is buried at Whitefield, 
Oklahoma. 

Following is a brief sketch of each of William and Syambra’s children 
taken from descendants and census records. 


JAMES F. OLIVER, 9 SEPTEMBER 1842 — APRIL 1863 


Descendants say that James F. Oliver, William’s oldest son, enlisted in the 
Union Army early in the Civil War and was killed in April, 1863. An 
extensive search of National Archives records in Washington, D.C., for a 
record of James F. Oliver’s service was unsuccessful. Because the family 
moved to Tennessee in about 1863, we expected to find him in a Tennessee 
unit. We also checked Kentucky and Illinois, as well as the records for all 
Union soldiers, including pension claims which were allowed to widows and 
sometimes parents of soldiers killed in the war. One family account said he 
was at the Battle of Shiloh. Perhaps further research by descendants will be 
able to solve this mystery. His birth in Alabama in about 1842 as William’s 
oldest child indicated William and Syambra who married in 1841, were then 
in Alabama. As indicated before, his name James F. is the same as James F. 
Oliver who moved to Illinois in 1860 and we believe was his uncle. 


NANCY JANE OLIVER, 20 JUNE 1844-1868 


We found very little information on Nancy Jane, except her marriage on 
11 June 1868 to John Cole. Nancy appears to be the first daughter and has 
the same first name as Nancy Painter, the wife of William Oliver (1784/87- 
1841) of Lincoln County, Tennessee. 
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SALEM WOODRUFF OLIVER, 12 JANUARY 1847 — 
21 NOVEMBER 1916 


Salem was listed with his father in the 1860 Franklin County, Alabama 
Census as age 15, born in Alabama. We next find him in Civil War records in 
1865 as a Union soldier. This record gives his name as Salem Oliver, age 18, 
born in Franklin County, Alabama, occupation farmer, enlisted at Clifton, 
Tennessee, | March 1865, volunteered, by Capt. C. W. Shipman in the 2nd 
Tennessee Mounted Infantry. He had grey eyes, dark hair, fair complexion 
and was 5 feet 7 inches tall. He was mustered into service for one year or 
during the war in Company E, 8th Tennessee Mounted Infantry on 27 May 
1865 at Nashville, Tennessee and mustered out 1 September 1865 at 
Nashville, Tennessee. On 24 November 1867 he married Drucilla Whitworth 
in Lawrence County, Tennessee with whom he is listed in the 1870 census in 
this county. Drucilla died on 5 November 1875 in Lawrence County, 
Tennessee. He remarried Mary Catherine Cole, 24 August 1876 in Perry 
County, Tennessee. 

Pension records show he applied for and was granted a pension in 1890 for 
his Civil War service. He gave his age as 66 and date of birth, 12 January 
1847, in 1913. He also gave his residence since Civil War service as Perry 
County, Tennessee and Sebastian County, Arkansas and Mema, Polk 
County, Arkansas. He stated he left Tennessee in 1877 and went to Sebastian 
County, Arkansas and stayed there eight years and came to Polk County. 
His death is listed as 21 November 1916. After his death, his wife, living in 
Polk County, Arkansas, applied for a widow’s pension on 4 December 1916, 
listing the following children: 


John L. (Leroy) Oliver born 7 May 1877 — Living 
Sarah Catherine Oliver born 17 May 1877 — Dead 
Robert Oliver born 13 November 1878 — Dead 
Charles Oliver born 13 November 1878 — Dead 
Ernestine Oliver born 28 August 1883 — Living 
Mary Oliver born 29 August 1888 — Dead 


His wife’s application for a widow’s pension was not approved due to her 
death on 7 May 1917. 

We located a daughter of Salem’s son, John Leroy Oliver, a Mrs. C. G. 
(Naomi Oliver) Berry in Thalequah, Oklahoma. She said Salem originally 
lived 40-50 miles south of Ft. Smith, Arkansas where he was a school 
teacher. He is buried in Rocky, Arkansas, a small community near Mema, 
Arkansas. Three of Salem’s children died in an epidemic and were buried in 
the same grave. John Leroy Oliver, Naomi’s father, married Lou Mendy 
Allen. Their children were: 


Hugh Oliver died at 2 years 
Lester Eugene Oliver lives in Thousand Oaks, California 
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Gladys Oliver (never married) — died at age 24 
Linden Wood Oliver lives in Midwest City, Oklahoma 


Naomi said her father told her that his grandfather came from England, 
but she was not sure of the generation. Salem W. Oliver was apparently 
named for an uncle, Salem W. Blackledge who is discussed later in this 
chapter. 


SYAMBRA E. OLIVER, 16 NOVEMBER 1849 — AFTER 1900 


Syambra married twice, first to Charlie Hopson, 17 February 1876, and 
then to W. H. Chumley on 9 June 1881. Her children were Louella, born 
August, 1885, and William Edward, born June, 1889. In 1900, Syambra, a 
widow, and her children were living with her step-sons, Thomas W. and 
John Chumley, in Sebastian County, Arkansas. 


BENJAMIN NELSON (N) OLIVER, 17 MARCH 1853 — 
14 FEBRUARY 1909 


As discussed above, discovery of Benjamin N. Oliver in the census records 
of Chester County, Tennessee for 1900 proved to be the key to finding 
William A. Oliver’s family after they left Franklin County, Alabama, during 
the Civil War. Benjamin is listed in the 1870 census for Perry County, 
Tennessee, age 17. In 1880 he and wife, Margaret, with son, James, are living 
next to his father in Carroll County, Tennessee. He married Margaret 
Elizabeth Freeman on 12 October 1876. We believe he moved with the 
family of William A. Oliver to Arkansas after 1880. The death certificate of 
one of his sons, Salem Arthur, born 3 October 1883, is listed as Arkansas, 
indicating the move from Tennessee to Arkansas was between 1880 and 
1883. Descendants of another son, Oscar Freeman, born 7 October 1888, say 
Oscar was born in Greenwood, Arkansas. The 1900 Chester County, 
Tennessee Census lists Benjamin’s family as follows: 


p. 189 — Oliver, Benjamin N. — March 1853 47 ALA ™N TN 


94/101 Martha E. — March 1859 41 MO ™ TN 
Melissa C. — Oct. 1881 18 TN ALA MO 
Salem A. — Oct. 1883 16 TN ALA MO 
Harvey N. — April 1886 14 TN ALA MO 
Oscar F. — Oct. 1888 11 ™T ALA MO 


Benjamin F. -— August 1893 6 TN ALA MO 


James, oldest son of Benjamin, is not listed above. He is listed in the 1910 
Chester County Census as William James Oliver, age 30, with wife, Katie, 
age 17, and daughter Ruth, one month old. We found a marriage in the 
Chester County records for a W. J. Oliver to Kate Smithson on 16 
September 1907. An infant daughter died in 1908 and a son, Joe, born 1912, 
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died in 1913. It appears that William James was named for his grandfather, 
William Arthur Oliver. 

Benjamin N. died 14 February 1909 of pneumonia five days after his wife, 
Margaret, who died 9 February 1909. Both are buried in the Montezuma 
Cemetery in Chester County, Tennessee. Son Salem Arthur also died of 
pneumonia on 21 February 1909, age 25. Salem, no doubt named for his 
uncle, married Lula Roby on 18 December 1904. Their son, Herman Oliver, 
previously discussed, was out first contact with these Oliver descendants of 
Benjamin. 

Melissa Catherine married Oscar D. Davis on 26 July 1903. A son, Perry 
E. Davis, of Sacramento, California, told us that his father, Col. Oscar 
Davis, when late in life told him that the Olivers were Pennsylvania Dutch 
and that they were Quakers. However, he said his grandparents, Benjamin 
N. Oliver, were devout Methodist. He said his great-grandfather, William A. 
Oliver’s allegiance must have been for the North in the Civil War as all of 
them since that time have been Republicans. Catherine died 3 October 1917. 
Mr. Davis also said one of his Oliver ancestors married a “German girl,” a 
point we will come back to in the final chapter. 

Harvey Nelson Oliver married Jessie Morris on 17 November 1912. He 
died in 1963. 

Oscar Freeman Oliver married Gail Ozmont. He served in World War I 
after which he lived in the Washington, D. C., area working for the Federal 
Government. He died in 1951 and is buried in the Cedar Hill Cemetery in 
Suitland, Maryland. His wife died in 1984. A son, Malven Reed Oliver, of 
Winchester, Massachusetts told us that the story handed down in the family 
by his father was that there were three brothers who came from England. 
One settled in Boston, one in Virginia and one in Alabama. He thought that 
the Alabama brother and a partner acquired land in the Muscle Shoals area 
of Alabama. He had also heard the three brothers story from a classmate in 
college who was related to the Olivers. A lady in Illinois, from an unrelated 
Oliver family, also told us a similar story. 

Benjamin F. Oliver, the youngest son, was killed at age 6 in an accident 
involving a runaway mule. 


SUSAN CATHERINE OLIVER, 14 MARCH 1855 — 24 APRIL 1909 


In the 1860 Franklin County, Alabama Census, Susan C. is listed in the 
household of her father, William A. Oliver, as age 5, born in Alabama. In 
1870, she is listed with her parents in Perry County, Tennessee, age 15, born 
in Alabama. The 1880 Census for Carroll County, Tennessee, dated 10 June, 
lists a daughter of William A. Oliver as “Kate”, age 25, who must be Susan 
Catherine. The date of her marriage in the Family Bible to J. T. Parker is 9 
June 188_, the last digit being unclear. However, a call to the Clerk’s Office 
in Sebastian County, Arkansas located this marriage record dated 9 June 
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1881 (Book D, page 11) of Susan C. Oliver, age 26, and J. T. Parker, age 42. 
If we assume that Susan C. came to Arkansas with her parents, this would 
indicate William A. Oliver moved from Carroll County, Tennessee to 
Arkansas sometime between the 10 June 1880 census date and the marriage 
of Susan C. in Arkansas on 9 June 1881. 

Joseph T. Parker first married Sarah Beaver in Itawamba County, 
Mississippi on 26 January 1859. Descendants say his two half-brothers went 
North and fought in the Union Army, one being killed. Joseph, however, 
apparently remained home in Mississippi to care for his expectant wife and 
was drafted in the Confederate Army. Joseph Parker is listed in the 
Sebastian County, Arkansas 1880 Census, Washburn Township, page 685 as 
42 years of age, widowed, farmer, born in Alabama with children, Pleasant, 
age 15, born Illinois; James, age 13, born Alabama; and, Samantha, age 8, 
born Alabama. 

Joseph T. and Susan Catherine Parker raised the following five children in 
Sebastian County, Arkansas: 


William Louis 
Ethel Leona 
Bessie Imogene 
Bertha Mae 
Jessie Edith 


Ethel Leona married John W. Claunts in 1906. She died on 16 November 
1911 and is buried in Whitefield, Oklahoma. They had one son, Frank 
Frantz Claunts whose son, Frank P. Claunts of Silver Springs, Maryland, 
has worked on the family history of his great-grandmother, Susan Catherine 
Oliver, for many years. His correspondence from his grandmother’s sisters, 
Bessie Imogene (Aunt Imo), and Bertha Mae (Aunt Bertha) in 1959 and 1960 
contain very important recollections of their Oliver family history. 

Mr. Frank P. Claunts wrote that his ancestor, Joseph Thomas Parker, 
died on 3 March 1896 and that sometime later Susan Catherine and children 
moved to Indian Territory (Oklahoma) to be close to her brother, John 
Harvey Oliver. He has records showing Susan rented land in the Choctaw 
Nation in 1900 where she died 24 April 1909. She is buried in Whitefield, 
Oklahoma beside her mother, Syambra Blackledge Oliver and her daughter, 
Ethel Leona Claunts. 


MARION OLIVER, 19 SEPTEMBER 1857 — NOVEMBER 1864 


The Family Bible records the birth of Marion on 19 September 1857 and 
his death, at age 7, in November 1864. The name Marion is a significant link 
to the brothers, John and Henry, both of whom had sons named Marion. 
Marion is probably buried in Perry County, Tennessee where we believe the 
family was living in 1864. 
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WILLIAM LAWSON OLIVER, 19 SEPTEMBER 1860 — 
6 AUGUST 1886 


William was first listed in the 1870 census for Perry County, Tennessee 
with the family, age 9, born in Alabama. In 1880 he is still with his father in 
Carroll County, Tennessee, age 22. The year of his marriage to M. E. 
(Martha Ellen) Cole (born 20 June 1858) in the Family Bible is unclear. 
Descendants of his brothers, John and Charles, place the date as 7 
November 1880 or 83. William Lawson and Martha Ellen had two children, 
Anna May born 8 December 1884 and William Lafayette born 18 May 
188__, according to family history and the Family Bible. The Bible lists 
William Lawson’s death as 6 August 1886. 


JOHN HARVEY C. OLIVER, 18 FEBRUARY 1863 — 1944 


The 1870 Census for Perry County, Tennessee for William A. Oliver lists 
son Harvey, age 7, born in Alabama. This is significant as the next child, 
Martha A. Oliver, age 4, was listed as born in Tennessee. This indicates that 
William A. Oliver did not move from Alabama until after the birth of John 
Harvey Oliver in 1863. John Harvey is again listed with the family in 1880 in 
Carroll County, Tennessee, age 15, and, no doubt, accompanied his father to 
Arkansas. He moved to Oklahoma from Arkansas with his mother after his 
father, William A. Oliver, died in 1888. He later became a local Judge in 
Oklahoma. 

Our information on his family came from Mrs. Anna Oliver, the wife of 
his youngest son, Charles Albert Oliver, deceased, of Henryetta, Oklahoma. 
John Harvey was born 18 February 1863. He married Emma Thompson 15 
December 188__. Their children were: 


John W. Oliver — 26 October 1888 — About 1904 
(accident on horseback) 
Benjamin F. Oliver — 29 July 1890 — 1918 (of pneumonia in World 


War I Army Camp) 
Edward Furman Oliver — 23 December 1903 — 1969 (died in California) 
Charles Albert Oliver — 29 September 1905 — 9 June 1979 


John Harvey C. Oliver died in 1944 in Henryetta, Oklahoma. His wife, 
Emma Thompson, died about 1929. 


MARTHA A. (MATTIE) OLIVER, 1 MARCH 1866 — OCTOBER 1906 


Martha was born after the family moved to Perry County, Tennessee on 1 
March 1866. She was with the family, age 14, in 1880 and we assume moved 
with them to Arkansas. She is listed in the 1900 Sebastian County, Arkansas 
Census with her husband, John W. Mathes, and children as follows: 


Mathes, John W. born December 1861 38 tARK 2 
Martha A. (wife) born March 1866 34. =TN TN TN 
Oscar S. (son) born April 1894 6 ARK ARK TN 
Willie T. (son) born December 1895 4 ARK ARK TN 
Novie P. (dau.) — born February 1898 2 ARK ARK TN 
(Pearl) 


Martha’s husband and children are again listed in the 1910 Census for 
Sebastian County, Arkansas. 


CHARLES THOMPSON OLIVER, 23 FEBRUARY 1869 — JULY 1933 


Charles is listed in the 1870 Census for Perry County, Tennessee, age | 
and 1880 in Carroll County, Tennessee, age 11. He no doubt came to 
Arkansas with the family after 1880 and along with his brother, John 
Harvey, accompanied his mother, Syambra, to Stigler, Oklahoma after 
William A. Oliver’s death in 1888. He married Flournoy Gulley 9 March 
1897. He is listed in the 1910 Haskell County, Oklahoma Census, age 41, 
with wife Flournoy, 31, and daughter Florence, 12, and son Eugene, 5. Mrs. 
Jewell Martin referred to earlier, is the last surviving child of Charles 
Thompson Oliver. She wrote in July, 1986, that her brothers and sisters died 
at ages 1, 4, 19, 21, 52 and 55, her father at 65 and her mother at 75. Mrs. 
Martin has worked on her Oliver family genealogy for many years, including 
corresponding with Susan Catherine Oliver Parker’s daughters, Bertha and 
Imogene. She is the youngest grandchild of William A. Oliver and one of the 
few living great-great-grandchildren of John Oliver Sr., (1750/55-1826/30), 
a relation that spans some 240 years! Her grandfather, William A. Oliver, 
was born 165 years ago in 1821, only 40 years after the end of the Revolution. 
Because of this close link to ancestors going back so many years, her recol- 
lections of her Oliver family history discussed earlier were extremely 
valuable. 


THE BLACKLEDGE CONNECTION 


Before concluding our work on the history of William A. Oliver, we 
researched the Blackledge ancestors of his wife, Syambra. This connection is 
important because it provides a vital link between William A. Oliver and 
Lincoln County, Tennessee. As we began this research, we only knew the 
story told by the descendants in Oklahoma that Syambra’s maiden name was 
Blackledge and her mother or grandmother was a Woodruff. They did not 
know anything else of her Blackledge people. 

We first checked Tennessee Census records because Syambra gave 
Tennessee as her place of birth. The only Blackledge in Tennessee before 
1840 was James Blackledge in 1830 in Lincoln County as follows: 
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p. 207 — James Blackledge — age 40-50 


1 — male — 15-20 1— female — 10-15 
3 — males — 20-30 1 —female — 20-30 
1 — female — Under 5 1 — female — 40-50 
1 — female — 5-10 1 — female — 60-70 


James Blackledge was living near William Oliver (1784/87-1841), who is on 
page 218 of this census. The only Blackledge in Lincoln County, Tennessee 
in 1840 was S. W. Blackledge, age 30-40, with one male 10-15, one female 
under 5, and one female 20-30. 

In 1840 James Blackledge appears on the census for Franklin County, 
Alabama as follows: 


p. 26! — James Blackledge — age 50-60 
1 — male — 20-30 2 — females — 15-20 
| — female — 10-15 1 — female — 40-50 


James is living near John Oliver (1811-1880/ 1900) who is listed on page 254 
of this census. 
James again is listed on the 1850 Census of Franklin County, Alabama: 


p. 228 — James Blackledge age 67, born Kentucky 
809/809 Milly age 57, born Kentucky 
Jane age 21, born Tennessee 
p. 229 — Salem W. Blackledge age 43, born Tennessee 
814/814 Mariah age 39, born Tennessee 
James H. age 9, born Tennessee 
John H. age 7, born Tennessee 
Mahalia age 2, born Alabama 


In the 1855 Alabama State Census for Franklin County, James Blackledge 
is living next door to William Oliver Sr., who we believed was, William A. 
Oliver. Salem W. Blackledge is nearby. 

These records indicated to us at the time that James was probably the 
father of Syambra and Salem W. her brother. From the Confederate War 
records of Salem’s son, John H. (Henry) Blackledge at the Alabama State 
Archives in Montgomery, we located a granddaughter, Mrs. Glen Hester of 
Franklin County, Alabama. Mrs. Hester gave us a history of the Blackledge 
family compiled by a descendant. The story of the family in America begins 
with John Blackleach who came to Salem, Massachusetts in 1606. A descen- 
dant, Benjamin Blackledge of New York was the ancestor of the family in the 
New York/New Jersey area. Icabod Blackledge served as a Private in the 
Revolutionary War. He is listed in the 1790 North Carolina Census for Surry 
County with six children. In 1807 he received government land and a 
pension in 1818 in Pulaski County, Kentucky. His wife was Susanna 
Woodruff which confirms the family tradition that one of Syambra’s 
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ancestors was a Woodruff. One of Icabod’s sons was James Blackledge 
whose wife was Milly Jones. This is the James Blackledge in the 1830 
Lincoln County, Tennessee Census who moved to Franklin County, 
Alabama before 1840. James and Milly had a large family including a 
daughter, Jane and a son, Salem. This is the Salem W. and S. W. Blackledge 
in the 1840 Lincoln County, Tennessee and 1850 Franklin County, Alabama 
Censuses. From these records we knew Salem was born about 1807 in 
Tennessee. This indicates his father, James, moved to Tennessee, probably 
Lincoln County, before 1807. The other children of James Blackledge were 
not given in the history from Mrs. Hester. However, all the circumstantial 
evidence leaves no doubt that Syambra is a daughter. Syambra named a son 
Salem Woodruff who must have been for her brother, Salem W. Blackledge. 
Also, her daughter Susan was probably named for Susanna Woodruff, the 
wife of Icabod Blackledge and Syambra’s grandmother. Benjamin Black- 
ledge was probably the person for whom her son Benjamin was named. 

Another daughter of James Blackledge was named Mary and was the wife 
of Sidney McCall. This is the “Aunt Polly” descendants remember. Sidney 
McCall lived near the Olivers in Franklin County, Alabama in 1855, and 
next door to James Blackledge in 1850. In 1870, he is in Perry County, 
Tennessee, living close to William and Syambra with Mary’s sister, Eliza 
(Jane) Blackledge in his household, age 41, born in Tennessee. 

Salem W. Blackledge died in 1865 in Franklin County, Alabama and is 
buried in the old Nauvoo Cemetery. One of his sons, James H., died serving 
in the Confederate Army in the Civil War, probably from pneumonia. 
Another son, John H., also a Confederate soldier, raised a large family in 
Franklin County, Alabama where some of his descendants still live, including 
Mrs. Hester, daughter of his son, William S. Blackledge. 

Mrs. Hester confirmed that there was Indian blood in her Blackledge 
family ancestors which she thought came from Salem W. Blackledge’s wife, 
Mariah Silvertooth. In the 1820 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census, John 
Silvertooth is listed three houses from William Oliver (1784/ 87-1841), with a 
family of three boys and three girls. We believe James Blackledge was in this 
same area of William Oliver in 1830 and it is possible Salem married a 
daughter of John Silvertooth. 

Finally, the Blackledge history from Mrs. Hester may have bridged 
another gap in our research of John Oliver (1811-1882), son of William 
Oliver (1784/87-1841) and brother of William A. Oliver (1821-1888). There 
was some evidence that John Oliver’s wife Susanna may have been a 
daughter of James Blackledge and a sister of Syambra. This would mean 
that both John and brother, William A. Oliver, had married sisters. James 
Blackledge was living in Lincoln County, Tennessee in 1830 about the time 
John and Susanna probably were married there. We note that Susanna has 
the same name as Susanna Woodruff, wife of Icabod Blackledge, possibly 
her grandmother. Also, John and Susanna named their first girl Milly, the 
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name of James Blackledge’s wife, Milly. Another daughter of John and 
Susanna was named Syambra Ellie, named, we believe, for Syambra Black- 
ledge Oliver. 


SUMMARY 


Unfortunately, none of the descendants of William A. Oliver knew who 
his father was or where William A. came from to Alabama. Like the history 
of my great-great-grandfather, John Oliver (1780/90-1863) of Cades Cove, 
Tennessee, this precious history and their family heritage had over the years 
silently slipped away as a thief in the night to be lost forever. Accordingly, as 
so many times before, we were again sadly left with only a web of circum- 
stantial evidence. However, the good news was that this evidence collected 
from records and descendants all over the United States was indeed strong 
and convincing. 

First, we knew from the 1860, 1870 and 1880 census records found for 
William A. Oliver that he was born in Tennessee in 1821. Second, his land 
grant in 1857 and location from 1842-1860 close to John, Henry and James 
F. Oliver in Franklin County, Alabama, plus the name connections between 
their children, all made a convincing case that he was a brother. The 
Blackledge Family History connects him to Lincoln County, Tennessee, a 
vital piece of this hypothesis. He and John may have married sisters, 
Syambra and Susanna, daughters of James Blackledge, living near William 
Oliver (1784/ 87-1841) in Lincoln County in 1830. Finally, his year of birth in 
1821 matches one of the sons of William Oliver (1784/87-1841), born 1820- 
1825, listed in the 1830 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. Taken in total, 
all the information found on William A. Oliver creating our web of circum- 
stantial evidence leaves, we believe, no doubt that he was, in fact, the son of 
William Oliver (1784/87-1841) and Nancy Painter. 

Although, William A. Oliver’s descendants knew nothing of his ancestors, 
some faded family traditions were still remembered. These included the story 
of the family coming to Colonial America, of the three brothers, and that the 
Olivers were Pennsylvania Quakers. We will come back to these traditions in 
the last chapter. 


ELIZABETH OLIVER, 1819 — 1860/70 


Although we had discovered Ellen Oliver in Lincoln County, Tennessee, 
who was probably the oldest daughter of William Oliver (1784/87-1841) by 
his first wife, Elizabeth Edging, finding the remaining four daughters listed 
in the 1820 census proved very difficult. These daughters were listed as one 
born 1804-1810, one in 1810-1815, and two in 1815-1820. We found the 


421 


following marriages of Oliver girls in the Lincoln County, Tennessee 
Marriage Records for 1820-1850: 


Rebecca Oliver to Samuel Isaacs — 24 June 1838 
Elizabeth Oliver to John Swinney — 30 May 1840 
Jemima Oliver to Levi Pritchard — 1! August 1841 


There were other Oliver girls marrying during this period in Lincoln 
County. However, we were able to determine that their families were not in 
our William Oliver line. Accordingly, these three Oliver girls, Rebecca, 
Elizabeth and Jemima were the most likely daughters of William Oliver 
(1784/87-1841). We note here that Jemima was the name of William’s grand- 
mother, Jemima Reagan, the wife of George Oliver (1726-1786), and 
Rebecca the name of his sister Rebecca, who married William Cunningham 
Jr. in North Carolina in 1801. We could not trace Rebecca or Jemima after 
their marriages although a thorough search was made of Lincoln County 
records and census records for the southeastern United States. There was a 
Samuel Isaacs, veteran of the Revolution, in the same area of Lincoln 
County as William Oliver and a Samuel J. Isaacs, probably a son. 

Samuel Isaacs is in the 1830 Lincoln County Census, age 70-80, with a 
female, age 70-80, who is probably his wife. In 1840 Samuel is listed, age 
80-90, with two females, one under 5 and one, 20-30. This female 20-30 could 
be Rebecca, and Samuel’s second wife, but we have no other evidence to 
support this assumption. Samuel J. Isaacs married Amanda J. Robertson on 
9 December 1841 in Lincoln County. If he is the Samuel who married 
Rebecca Oliver in 1838, she probably died before 1841. He is dead by June, 
1853, when his estate was administered. 

Levi Pritchard disappeared after his marriage to Jemima leaving no 
record. The marriage of Rebecca in 1838 suggests she was older than Jemima 
and probably the daughter born 1810-1815, with Jemima the daughter listed 
as born 1815-1820. Including Ellen and Elizabeth discussed below, this 
accounts for four of William Oliver’s five girls listed in the 1820 and 1830 
censuses. This leaves one daughter unaccounted for, probably one of the 
older girls born 1804-1810. No information on this daughter was found. 

John Oliver, age 14, and Jeptha Oliver, age 16, both listed born in 
Tennessee, living with James F. Oliver in 1850 in Franklin County, 
Alabama, may be the children of Rebecca or Jemima. Jeptha, born in 1834, 
matches the age of the male, 5-10, in William Oliver’s household in 1840 in 
Lincoln County. Jeptha is probably also the William Jasper Oliver who 
raised a family in Franklin County, Alabama and whose descendants were, 
according to Luther Clifton Oliver, cousins of the Oliver descendants of 
Henry Oliver. We must emphasize here that this is speculation and is 
included as a possible clue for future researchers of these Oliver people. 

Returning to the next possible daughter, Elizabeth Oliver, our research 
was more successful. First, we found Elizabeth and John Swinney’s marriage 


422 


record on 30 May 1840. They are listed in the 1840 Lincoln County, 
Tennessee Census and again in 1850 with Nancy Oliver, age 60, and Sarah 
Painter, age 60, living in their household. We listed this 1850 census earlier in 
this chapter and concluded that this Nancy Oliver was Nancy Painter, the 
second wife of William Oliver and the mother of Elizabeth Oliver. Sarah 
Painter is probably Nancy’s sister. Although we have no direct evidence to 
prove this, the presence of Nancy Oliver, age 60, here is highly persuasive 
that she is the same Nancy Oliver, age 63 in 1856, who made a claim for 
bounty land as the widow of William Oliver. 

Three descendants of John Swinney and Elizabeth Oliver were located; 
Mae Swenney of Lynchburg, Tennessee; Peggy Smith, Fayetteville, Tennes- 
see; and, Robert Dale Swenney of Cincinnati, Ohio. Dale has done extensive 
research on the John Swinney family. All three knew John Swinney married 
Elizabeth Oliver, but they did not know who her parents were. John’s home 
was in the area of Mulberry Village in northeast Lincoln County where he 
operated a mill and where we found William Oliver and James Perry with 
wife, Mary Oliver. John Swinney was a witness to Mary Oliver Perry’s 
Declaration for Pension on 14 February 1871 and the Justice of the Peace 
before whom Nancy Perry George (Mary Oliver Perry’s daughter) made her 
affidavit on 9 July 1872 supporting her mother’s pension claim. 

The March 1850 Term of the Lincoln County Court Minutes (page 100) 
states that “the Court released James McBride of the Bond given for the 
apprenticeship of Charles A. Metcalf, an orphan, and do hereby bind the 
said Charles A. Metcalf to John Hamilton with him to live and work at 
farming until he attains to the age of 21 years. He having entered into bond 
with John Swinney as his Security which Bond was acknowledged by the 
Hamilton and Swinney and deemed good and sufficient by the Court.” 
Charles A. Metcalf was the orphan son of Ellen Oliver Midkiff (Metcalf) 
who we concluded earlier was a daughter of William Oliver and his first wife, 
Elizabeth Edging. He would, therefore, be a nephew of Elizabeth Oliver, 
wife of John Swinney. This relation would explain John agreeing to be 
Security for John Hamilton who was married to Sarah Ann Midkiff, Ellen 
Oliver’s daughter. This detail is included here because it links Elizabeth 
Oliver to Ellen Oliver, indicating she is a sister. 

Elizabeth Oliver Swinney gives her age as 41 on the 1860 census placing 
her year of birth as 1819 which matches one of William Oliver’s daughters 
born 1815-1820. Elizabeth’s age on the 1850 census was 29. However, in 1840 
she is listed as 20-30 or born 1810-1820 which agrees with her age of 41, or 
born 1819, in the 1860 census. Her second daughter, Nancy, is probably 
named for her mother, Nancy Painter Oliver. Elizabeth is not listed in the 
1870 census and we presume she was dead. Descendants referenced above 
did not know her date of death or place of burial. John Swinney remarried 
on 7 December 1873. He died in 1893 and is buried in Lynchburg Cemetery 
in Lynchburg, Tennessee with his second wife, Mrs. Margaret Smith. 
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CENSUS RECORDS OF ELIZABETH OLIVER AND JOHN SWINNEY 


1850 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census (November 1850) 
Copied earlier in chapter 


p. 68 — 


1180/1180 


1860 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census (District #2 — 26 June 1860) 


p. 18 — 
610/591 


John Swinney 
Elizabeth Swinney 


Louiza Swinney 
Nancy Swinney 
William Swinney 
James Swinney 
Elizabeth Swinney 
Martha Swinney 
John Swinney 
Mary Swinney 


age 42, born Tennessee — Stilling 

age 41, born Tennessee — Sewing 
(Daughter of William Oliver) 

age 18, born Tennessee — Weaving 

age 16, born Tennessee — Spinning 

age 14, born Tennessee 

age 12, born Tennessee 

age 10, born Tennessee 

age 8, born Tennessee 

age 5, born Tennessee 

age 6/12, born Tennessee 


1870 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census 


p. 188 — 
716/78 


p. 168 — 
43/43 


p. 168 — 
44/44 


Jno. Sweeney 
Nancy Sweeney 


Elizabeth Sweeney 
Martha Sweeney 
Jno. Sweeney 


Mary Sweeney 


Jas. Sweeney 


Artelia Sweeney 
Thos. L. Sweeney 


Robert Foster 
Louisa J. Foster 


John S. Foster 
Jas. W. Foster 


age 52, born Tennessee 
age 26, born Tennessee 

(Dau. of Elizabeth Oliver) 
age 19, born Tennessee 

(Dau. of Elizabeth Oliver) 
age 15, born Tennessee 

(Dau. of Elizabeth Oliver) 
age 12, born Tennessee 

(Son of Elizabeth Oliver) 
age 9, born Tennessee 

(Dau. of Elizabeth Oliver) 


age 21, born Tennessee 

(Son of Elizabeth Oliver) 
age 28, born Tennessee 
age 4/12, born Tennessee 


age 34, born Tennessee — Farmer 
age 29, born Tennessee 

(Dau. of Elizabeth Oliver) 
age 5, born Tennessee 
age 3, born Tennessee 


1880 Lincln County, Tennessee Census (District #4 — 10 June 1880) 


p. 42 — 
238/241 


Robert Swinney 
Margaret Swinney 
Nancy Swinney 


Mollie Swinney 


61 — Farmer ™ NC NC 
45 — Wife TN TN T™N 
36 — TN TN T™ 
(Dau of Elizabeth Oliver) 
20 ™ IN ™N 


(Dau of Elizabeth Oliver) 
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1880 Moore County, Tennessee Census (District #4) 


p.502— __—s*iRR. A. Foster 45 — Farmer TN NC NC 
144/144 Sarah E. Foster 28 — Wife TIN VA T™N 
James W. Foster 13 TN TN TN 
(Son of Louisa Swinney) 
George Foster 7 TN TN ™N 
p.502— J.J. Sweeney (James) 30 — TN IN ™N 
145/145 (Son of Elizabeth Oliver) 
Artelia Sweeney 38 — Wife ™N NC 
James R. F. Sweeney 9 — Son TIN TN ™N 
John S. Sweeney 7 — Son TN TN T™N 
Alfred L. (Levi) 5 — Son TN TN T™ 
Louey N. 5/12 — Son ™[ TN TN 
p.503— Zero Sawyers 68 — Farmer NC NC NC 
149/149 Zero J. Sawyers 26 — Son TT NC ™N 
Martha K. Sawyers 25 —Dau/Law ™Tl VA T™N 
(Dau of Elizabeth Oliver) 
Luther Sawyers 4/12 —G/S ™ TN ™ 
1900 Moore County, Tennessee Census (District #4) 
p. 26 — Swiney, James J. Feb. 1848 52 TN TN ™N 
64/64 (Son of Elizabeth Oliver) 
Martha J. Mar. 1862 38 TN TN ™N 
Rufus W. Dec. 1883 16 TN TN ™ 
George A. June 1886 13 TN TN ™ 
Annie E. Apr. 1888 12 TIN TN ™N 
Maggie L. Sept. 1889 10 TN IN ™N 
Minerva E. — Sept. 1891 8 TIN TN T™N 
Ada M. Sept. 1893 6 TN TN T™N 
Viola C. Mar. 1895 5 TN TN TN 
Mary J. 1897 3° IN IN IN 
Mamie D. Jan. 1899 1 TN TN ™N 


CHILDREN OF ELIZABETH OLIVER AND JOHN SWINNEY 


The following children of John Swinney and Elizabeth Oliver are taken 
from the above census records. 


Louisa Jane Swinney, 1841/42-1870/80 


Louisa’s age from the census records place her date of birth from about 
1841-42. This indicates that she was the first child of John and Elizabeth 
Swinney who were married 30 May 1840. She married Robert A. Foster in 
Lincoln County, Tennessee on 14 December 1861. In 1870 they are listed 
here with two children. Robert again appears in 1880 Moore County, 
Tennessee Census with wife, Sarah E.; Louisa is presumed dead. 
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Nancy C. Swinney, 1844-__ 


Nancy is the second daughter, apparently named for her grandmother, 
Nancy Painter Oliver. She married Isaac Newton Gattis in Lincoln County, 
Tennessee on | November 1883, which appears to be a first marriage for her 
when she was 39 years old. 


William E. Swinney, 1845/46-__ 


Little information was located on William who was not found in Lincoln 
County, Tennessee Census records after 1860. He could possibly have been 
named for his grandfather, William Oliver. 


James Jefferson Swinney, February 1848-1929 


James J. appears in census records for Lincoln County, Tennessee and 
Moore County, Tennessee down to 1900 when he gave his date of birth as 
February 1848. He was married twice, first to Artelia Foster on 24 February 
1869 in Lincoln County, Tennessee and second to Martha J. Eslick on 20 
March 1884 in Lincoln County, Tennessee. He reportedly had a total of 19 
children. A descendant of John and Elizabeth Oliver Swinney said he died in 
1929. 


Elizabeth Swinney, 1850/51-___ 


Little was found on Elizabeth who last appears in the 1870 Lincoln 
County, Tennessee Census with her parents, age 19. No doubt, she was 
named for her mother. 


Martha K. Swinney, 1852/55-__ 


Martha married Z. J. Sawyers on 30 January 1879, Lincoln County, 
Tennessee with whom she appears in the household of Zero Sawyers, her 
father-in-law, in the 1880 Moore County, Tennessee Census. 


John Swinney, 1855/58-__ 


John last appears in the 1870 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census with his 
parents, age 12. A Moore County, Tennessee marriage record of John A. 
Swinney to Sarah M. Franklin or Fanning on 28 October 1883 could be for 
John. 


Mary “Mollie” Swinney, 1860/61-__ 


Our last record of Mary is in the Lincoln County, Tennessee 1880 Census, 
age 20, with her father. Mae Sweeney told us Mary married a Britton and 
moved to Alabama. 

The above information on the children of Elizabeth Oliver and John 
Swinney is very sketchy and included here as a possible guide for future 
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researchers. As previously indicated, the three descendants of John and 
Elizabeth which were located did not know anything of Elizabeth Oliver’s 
parents or her Oliver family, although a considerable amount of research 
had been done on this Swinney family. Accordingly, our research was limited 
to establishing the identity of Elizabeth and the names of her children. 


SUMMARY OF RESEARCH ON ELIZABETH OLIVER 


As was the case with all of the children of William Oliver (1784/ 87-1841) 
and his wives, Elizabeth Edging and Nancy Painter, we found no direct 
evidence that Elizabeth Oliver was his daughter. However, the circumstantial 
evidence of the location of Elizabeth and John Swinney’s home in northeast 
Lincoln County; the presence of Nancy Oliver, William’s widow living with 
them in 1850; and, the involvement with Mary Oliver Perry and Ellen 
Oliver’s son, Charles A. Metcalf, strongly indicate she was a daughter. Also, 
we were able to exclude the other Olivers living in Lincoln County from 
1810-1850, leaving us with the conclusion that she could only be the 
daughter of William. Her date of birth in 1819, matching one of William’s 
daughters born 1815-1820, is a vital piece of this mystery and, we believe, 
taken with all the other circumstantial evidence creates a very strong 
presumption he is her father. Hopefully, future researchers will be more 
successful. 


SUMMARY OF RESEARCH ON WILLIAM OLIVER, 
1784/ 87-1841 


William Oliver was listed in the 1820, 1830 and 1840 Census for Lincoln 
County, Tennessee. From these records we learned that his year of birth was 
between 1780 and 1790 and that he had nine children who were born 
between 1804 and 1825. Records in the National Archives showed that he 
served in the 2nd Tennessee Militia in Capt. Delany’s Company from the 
20th of September 1814 until the 10th of April 1815 during the War of 1812. 
A Power of Attorney dated 6 June 1816 gives his residence as Lincoln 
County, Tennessee. A Bounty Land Claim by his widow, Nancy Painter 
Oliver in 1856 in Lincoln County, stated that William was drafted at the 
town of Fayetteville, Lincoln County, Tennessee, on 20 September 1814. 
Nancy said she married William in Lincoln County, Tennessee on 28 
February 1812. Sadly, the names of William’s children were not given in 
these records. The objective of our research, outlined in this chapter, was to 
locate these children. We began with a Henry Oliver, who we knew from 
Mary Oliver Perry’s Pension Claim was from Lincoln County, Tennessee, 
and his father was named William Oliver. Through Henry, three brothers 
and one sister were located with two other probable sisters identified from 
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Lincoln County marriages in 1838 and 1841. Another sister, married in 1840, 
appeared in the 1850 Lincoln County Census with Nancy Oliver, William 
Oliver’s widow. Circumstantial evidence was overwhelming that these were 
the children of the William Oliver of Lincoln County, Tennessee. 

First, we knew that the name of the father of these children was William 
Oliver. Second, each was traced to Lincoln County and more important, to 
the northeast section of the county where William Oliver lived. Third, their 
ages matched the males and females listed in William Oliver’s household in 
the 1820, 1830 and 1840 Lincoln County Censuses summarized below. 


1820, 1830 and 1840 Censuses Matching Children 


Female — born 1804-1810 Ellen Oliver, 1807-1840/ 1850 

Female — born 1804-1810 Missing 

Female — born 1810-1815 Rebecca Oliver, 1810/1815-__ 

Male — born 1810-1815 John Oliver, 1811 — 26 February 1882 

Female — born 1815-1820 Elizabeth Oliver, 1819-1860/ 1870 

Female — born 1815-1820 Jemima Oliver, 1815/1820-___ 

Male — born 1815-1820 Henry Oliver, 7 April 1814 — 31 August 1884 

Male — born 1820-1825 James F. Oliver, 1824/1825-1880/ 1900 

Male — born 1820-1825 William A. Oliver, 22 March 182! — 4 May 
1888 


We should note here that some of these children’s ages are estimates. Ellen’s 
age is estimated from 1830 and 1840 census records and the birth of her first 
child in 1826 when she was probably about 19 years old. Descendants place 
her birth as about 1808. Rebecca and Jemima’s ages are also estimates based 
on their marriages in 1838 and 1841. Henry’s date of birth in 1814 is not an 
exact match with the male born 1815-1820, but given the mistakes made in 
recording this information, he is probably the same person. 

In 1873 Mary Oliver Perry said that Henry Oliver’s father, William Oliver, 
was her brother. This indicates that this William Oliver in Lincoln County, 
Tennessee, from at least 1812 to his death in 1841, was the son of John 
Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30). This meant that the information on John 
Senior’s William from Rockingham County, North Carolina should match 
the information on this Lincoln County, Tennessee, William. A comparison 
shows that the information on the two Williams does, in fact, match. When 
William of Lincoln County, Tennessee, married Nancy Painter in 1812, 
records show he already had two and possibly four children. We could 
definitely identify two of these children, Ellen born 1807 and John born 
1811. This indicated that he had been married before and that his first wife 
had died between John’s birth in 1811 and his remarriage to Nancy Painter 
in 1812. Further, Ellen and John were born after 1806, the date of William’s 
marriage to Elizabeth Edging in Rockingham County, North Carolina. This 
is an extremely significant test of William’s identity. If any children had been 
born prior to 1806, or if Nancy Painter and William had married before 
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1806, we would have conclusive evidence that the North Carolina William 
and the Lincoln County, Tennessee, William were not the same man. A 
significant difference in the ages of the two Williams would also indicate the 
same conclusion. 

First name comparisons outlined in previous chapters were found very 
helpful in identifying our Oliver people. Accordingly we have summarized 
below the names of William Oliver’s children and grandchildren. 


ELLEN OLIVER, 1807-1840/ 1850 JAMES F. OLIVER, 1824/ 


Sarah Ann 
Elizabeth C. 
William F. 

John Rufus (Jack) 
Charles Anderson 


REBECCA OLIVER, 1810-1815-___ 


JOHN OLIVER, 1811-1882 
William 

Milly 

Betsy Jane 
Mary 

James 

John Jr. 
Henry Clay 
Susan Frances 
Siambry Ellie 
Marion 


ELIZABETH OLIVER, 1819- 
1860/1870 


Louisa J. 
Nancy C. 
William E. 
James Jefferson 
Elizabeth 
Martha K. 
John A. 

Mary (Mollie) 


1825-1880/ 1890 


Nancy Ann 
Mary 

Sarah Jane 
Elizabeth 

Jasper Alexander 
James N. 
Rebecca C. 


JEMIMA OLIVER, 1815/1820- 


HENRY OLIVER, 1814-1884 


William Franklin Marion 
Male (Missing) 

Martha 

Mary E. 

John K. P. 

George M. D. 

Sarah 

Samuel Franklin 

Jasper Alexander 


WILLIAM ARTHUR OLIVER, 
1821-1886 (18887) 


James F. 

Nancy Jane 

Salem Woodruff 
Syambra E. 
Benjamin Nelson 
Susan Catherine 
Marion 

William Lawson 
John Harvey C. 
Martha A. (Mattie) 
Charles Thompson 
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From this summary we have the following first name frequency: 


Males — First Names Middle Names 

6 — Williams 2 — Franklins 1 — Thompson 
6 —Johns 1 — Clay | — Harvey 
6 — James 1 — Anderson 1 — Nelson 
2  — Marions 1 — Marion 1 — Woodruff 
2 —Jasper Alexanders 1 — Lawson 1 — Jefferson 
2 — Charles 1 — Rufus 

Females — First Names Middle Names 
5 — Elizabeth 1 — Ellie 
4 — Mary | — Frances 
3. — Martha 2 — Ann 
3 — Sarah 3 — Jane 
3. — Nancy 1 — Catherine 
2 — Susan 
2 —Syambra (Siambry) 
1 — Ellen 
1 — Louisa 
2 —Rebecca 
l — Milly 
l — Jemima 


These name frequencies of the males, William, James and John follow 
very closely the pattern found earlier for the families of my great-great- 
grandfather, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), and his brothers George R. and 
James Oliver. The same was true for the females Mary, Elizabeth and 
Martha. Many of these names can be traced to parents, uncles and aunts, 
and grandparents. Some appear for the first time such as Syambra, Milly, 
Susan and Benjamin from the Blackledge Family. Taken in total, they form 
a connecting pattern between the children of William Oliver (1784/87-1841) 
and William and his Oliver people. His daughter Rebecca could be named 
for his sister and daughter Jemima for his grandmother, Jemima Reagan. 
Henry Oliver had a son named George who may be named for his great- 
grandfather, George Oliver (1726-1786). However, he is the only George 
known among these grandchildren of William Oliver (1784/87-1841). Also, 
both Henry and James F. named sons Jasper Alexander, a name not 
previously found in our Oliver people. Of course, some of these names such 
as Marion and Franklin are probably from local people in Lincoln County, 
Tennessee and North Alabama. 

Of special significance is the name John for William Oliver’s first son, 
probably named for his grandfather, John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30). 
This recalls that George R. Oliver in Carter County, Tennessee, and James 
Oliver of Georgia named their first son, John. 

One other important source of information was the 1880 census which 
gave the place of birth of the subject’s father and mother. Summarized in the 
following chart is the 1880 census for the children of William Oliver 
(1784/ 87-1841). 
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PLACE OF BIRTH of WILLIAM OLIVER 
and wives, ELIZABETH EDGING and NANCY PAINTER 
As Reported on the 1880 U.S. Census By Their Children 


1880 CENSUS 
CHILDREN FATHER / MOTHER 


Ellen, 1807 — 1840/50 Deceased 
Rebecca, 1810/15-___ Unknown 
John, 1811 — 26 February 1882 NC / TN 
Henry, 7 April 1814 — 3! August 1884 SC/SC 


Jemima, 1815/20-___ Unknown 
Elizabeth, 1819 — 1860/70 Deceased 
William A., 22 March 1821 — 4 May 1888 ITN / TN 
James F., 1824/25 — 1880/1900 GA / NC 


Note: Elizabeth Edging was the mother of Ellen, Rebecca and John; and 
Nancy Painter of Henry, Jemima, Elizabeth, William A. and James F. 





As was the case of my great-great-grandfather John Oliver (1780/90-1863), 
there is wide disagreement of William Oliver’s place of birth among his 
children. Only the four boys, John, Henry, William A. and James F., lived 
past 1880 and possibly Jemima and Rebecca whose dates of death are 
unknown. John, the oldest, gives North Carolina for his father and 
Tennessee for his mother. Our research indicates, of course, that his father, 
William, was born in that part of old Guilford County, North Carolina 
which became Rockingham County in 1786. His marriage in 1806 to 
Elizabeth Edging in Rockingham County indicated that she too, was born in 
North Carolina. Nothing was found on her family, although there is a John 
Edging, age 45 and over, in the 1800 Guilford County, North Carolina 
Census with one male age 10-16, one male 16-26, one female 10-16, one 
female 16-26 and one female 45 and over. This unusual Edging name and the 
location near Rockingham County, North Carolina where Elizabeth was 
married in 1806, suggests a possible family relation. Henry gave South 
Carolina for both his father and mother’s place of birth recalling that three 
of the children of our ancestor, John Oliver, listed South Carolina for his 
place of birth. It is likely that the distinction between North Carolina and 
South Carolina was not that clear-cut in 1880 among these people. James F. 
gave Georgia for his father. He listed North Carolina for his mother who 
would be named Nancy Painter listed as born in North Carolina on the 1850 
Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. The 1880 Census for William A. Oliver 
in Carroll County, Tennessee listed Tennessee for the entire family, indi- 
cating the Census Enumerator did not distinguish between William and his 
children, some of whom were born in Alabama, or of his parents. Given all 
the problems of enumerators and the lack of information and poor memory 
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of these children almost 40 years after his death, the lack of uniformity in the 
1880 census is understandible. Perhaps the information for John being the 
oldest son is the most reliable. Certainly, it accords with our research of 
William’s place of birth in North Carolina. 

Based on all the evidence presented in this chapter, we conclude that 
William Oliver of Lincoln County, Tennessee, was the son of John Oliver Sr. 
(1750/55-1826/30) and a brother of my great-great-grandfather, John Oliver 
(1780/90-1863) of Cades Cove, Tennessee. In the next and concluding 
chapter we will examine all the evidence found indicating that John Oliver, 
Senior (1750/55-1826/30) is the John Oliver, age 45 and over, living next 
door to William Oliver in the 1820 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census. 

Finally, as we leave William Oliver (1784/87-1841), we pause here to pay 
our respects to him and his descendants. Born and raised in Rockingham 
County, North Carolina, William, like countless thousands of his fellow 
countrymen, chose to risk the terrible hardships of frontier life in the vast 
wilderness of Tennessee. Here he brought his young wife and small children 
in about 1809 to make a home and begin a new life under the most difficult, 
primitive conditions. The risks were great and the price high. By 1812 his 
wife, Elizabeth, is dead. Orn 28 February 1812 he remarried Nancy Painter. 
On 10 April 1814 he entered the War of 1812. His induction at Fayetteville, 
Tennessee and discharge in Madison County, Alabama on 10 April 1815 
indicated he was probably with General Andrew Jackson in the Battle of 
New Orleans on 8 January 1815. This record tells us he was a man of 
personal courage, a man dedicated to his family and his country. 

His descendants followed his footsteps with at least four grandsons in the 
Confederate Army and two in the Union Army in the Civil War, one of 
whom was killed. As we walked back through the pages of history with 
William and his descendants, we felt a keen sense of unity with their 
struggles, their pain and sacrifices. We leave them with a deep respect for 
their great spirit and dignity and the price they paid for America. 

William and both his wives are buried in unmarked graves somewhere in 
Lincoln County, Tennessee known only to God. Identified at last, may their 
memory live in the hearts of their descendants for years to come. 





Chapter XVI 


Final Sketches Of The Olivers 


Our objective at the beginning of this research of finding the father of my 
great-great-grandfather John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863), who came from Carter 
County, Tennessee to Cades Cove, Tennessee in 1821, had finally been 
achieved. This long search, begun by my father, John W. Oliver (1878-1966), 
in 1930, and detailed in the previous chapters, had conclusively identified the 
missing link as John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/ 30). 

We should note here that our search had included the Census Records 
listed in the Appendix to this book of the Olivers in Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Texas from 1790 to 1850. Not only was 
it important to find out who our ancestor was, it was equally important to 
find out who he was not. That is to say that it was necessary to identify and 
separate his family from the thousands of Olivers in this period living in 
these 13 states which we considered the primary search areas. 

From all these records we traced this man from his birth in Virginia in 
1750/55 to Rockingham County, North Carolina in 1767/69, and later to 
Carter County, Tennessee in about 1808/10. However, at this point we lost 
him. We were unable to locate a trace of his family with the exception of 
Carter County, records of marriage of two girls, Agnes Oliver to Hiram 
Brown in 1810 and Mary (Polly) Oliver to James Perry in 1815 where his 
signature appears on Mary’s Marriage Bond. Finally, we were able to trace 
Agnes and Mary Oliver through the War of 1812 military records of their 
husbands, Hiram Brown and James Perry. Now, as discussed in Chapter 
XIV, we learned that Mary and James Perry moved from Carter County 
between 1820-1830 to Lincoln County, Tennessee where we identified her 
entire family, and most important, her brother William Oliver (1784/87- 
1841). From the early research in Rockingham County, North Carolina, we 
knew of this William Oliver, married to Elizabeth Edging in 1806, who, we 
believed, was a son of John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30) and his wife, 
Mary. Our research of William Oliver in Lincoln County, Tennessee, out- 
lined in the last chapter, confirmed his identity as Mary’s brother. But, what 
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of John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30), their father and father of my 
ancestor, John Oliver (1780/ 90-1863) of Cades Cove, Tennessee? In this last 
chapter we return to Lincoln County, Tennessee, to resolve this remaining 
mystery along with some final sketches of the early Olivers in New Jersey. 

As we complete this research, we must again emphasize the caution in the 
Introduction to this book that, “the imperfections of this work must be 
acknowledged and made clear — this is not a perfect record, but a much 
flawed picture of a frontier family pieced together by oral history, inference 
and many far-fetched assumptions — the final verdict is much qualified and 
a lot is left to the reader’s judgment of the accumulated evidence.” 

With this caution, we again turn to the final straws of evidence, the Final 
Sketches of our Olivers. 


FINAL LINCOLN COUNTY, TENNESSEE RESEARCH 


The conclusion that the Lincoln County, Tennessee, William Oliver in 
1820-1840 was the brother of Mary Oliver Perry and son of John Oliver, 
Senior (1750/55-1826/30) was a vital and extremely important link in our 
research here. This meant that these two children of John Oliver, Senior, our 
ancestor, were living in approximately the same area at the same time in 
Lincoln County. More important, William, age 26-45, was living next door 
to a John Oliver, listed in the oldest census age category, 45 and over, in 
1820! Was this man his father, John Oliver, Senior? The following evidence 
indicates that he was, indeed, John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30), my 
great-great-great-grandfather. 


1820 LINCOLN COUNTY, TENNESSEE CENSUS 


Listed below are all heads of household for page 31 of the 1820 Lincoln 
County, Tennessee Census. The code numbers and letters are for number of 
persons by sex (M or F), age and occupation — Agriculture (A), Commerce 
(C) and Manufactures (M). John Oliver is listed, for example, as one male 
age 45 and older (1 m 45+), one female age 26 to 45 (1 f 26-45), one female 
age 45 years and older (1 f 45+) and one person engaged in Manufactures 
(1 M). The 1820 Census divided males into age categories of Under 10, 10-16, 
16-18, 16-26, 26-45, and 45 and over. Females were Under 10, 10-16, 16-26, 
26-45 and 45 and over. 


Page 31 

Cornelous:Smithys.<.cnsc0e csuccaes 3m -10, 1 m 26-45, 2f -10, 1 f 26-45, A-1 

John Dowthett. cscc.escc. eae 3 m -10, 1 m 18-26, 1 m 45+, 3 f -10, 2 f 10-16, 
1 f 26-45, A-2 

Woody Taylor.... 1 m 18-26, 1 m 45+, 3 f -10, 2 f 10-16, 1 f 26-45, A-1, S1-6 


Jonathan Eaton ......... 1 m 18-26, | m 45+, 2 f -10, 1 f 16-26, 1 f 45+, A-1 


435 


James Dowthett i: 25 casess00208 1 m -10, I m 26-45, 1 f -10, 1 f 26-45, A-I 
Atchibald’Davise cc cs-sc0c sense ce icisieeis tee ares | m 26-45, 1 f 16-26, A-1 
Miles Benny’ s.siec.c-svacieson cece 2 m -10, | m 10-16, 1 m 18-26, 1 m 45+, 3 f -10, 
1 f 16-26, 1 f 26-45, A-2 

Jesse: Payne. cisencscuce cnc 1 m -10, 1 m 10-16, 2 m 18-26, | m 26-45, 1 f 10-16, 
3 f 16-26, 1 f 45+, A-3 

James Brown...... 2 m -10, 1 m 10-16, 1 m 18-26, 1 m 45+, 5 f -10, 2 f 10-16, 
| f 16-26, 1 f 26-45, A-6, S1-8 

Enoch Dowthett ........... 4m-10, 1 m 10-16, 1 m 26-45, 1 f -10, 1 f 10-16, 
1 f 26-45, A-2 

John Beetle .....5.. 2 m -10, 1 m 26-45, | m 45+, 2 f -10, 1 f 10-16, 1 f 16-26, 
1 f 26-45, A-I 

Jonathan Houston: sascease css arcs 1 m -10, 1 m 18-26, 1 f 16-26, A-2, S1-4 
John Eskrid geckos s.Ge seaercss 1 m -10, 1 m 26-45, 3 f -10, 1 f 26-45, A-2 
Thomas Rowntree ......... 1 m -10, | m 10-16, 1 m 26-45, 4 f -10, 1 f 10-16, 
1 f 16-26, 1 f 26-45, A-3, S1-5 

Noble Rendland i. csccic sac stvercassisroveaissarioronsieustevers 1 m 18-26, 1 m 26-45, C-1 
William FS Wong veiseisve:vicicresisiece wuss ere tices craves eleicierernenvte 1 m 26-45, C-1 
Hiram M2 White rc. cccone aeorcne cucvergvorers ta ub oraittereinvarorerarconane 1 m 18-26, M-I 
Alexander Ewenicnvcuccecconceteit eis tinier tier eerererere ae 1 m 18-26, M-1 
Agnes! Motlow sa. sseseuascare ieee 2 m 18-26, 1 m 26-45, | f 45+, A-2, S1-1 
Brazier Hodge) s.ccccihtcacscrssavaie eis aioe teroea oun ere ele ecorete rarer siete 1 m 18-26, M-1 
Charles Malone........... 2 m 10-16, | m 26-45, 3 f -10, 1 f 10-16, 1 f 16-26, 
1 f 26-45, A-3 

Sylvanus Adams ..iccccccae cesiecsvineecinees Casa eewe se 1 m 18-26, C-! 
WailliamsRObertsOn an cecwae eee necnieaye Gree 1 m -10, 1 m 26-45, 2 f -10, A-1 
William Smith......... 1 m 18-26, 1 m 26-45, 1 m 45+, 1 f 45+, A-10, S1-17 
Andrew W. Walker ........ 2m -10, | m 10-16, | m 26-45, 3 f -10, 1 f 10-16, 
1 f 26-45, A-1, S1-2 

Jonathan Loony vac cacatcernte nescence 1 m 18-26, 1 m 45+, 1 f 45+, A-1 
William Brown ......... 3m -10, 3 m 10-16, 1 m 26-45, | f 26-45, A-3, SI-7 
James Walker <0 .cce deni. ac 1 m-10, 1 m 45+, | f 10-16, 1 f 45+, A-1, S1-7 
William Hamilton....... 3 m -10, 1 m 26-45, 2 f -10, 1 f 10-16, I f 26-45, A-2 
Carter Walker: .c.6<35.< 3 m -10, 1 m 16-18, 3 m 18-26, 1 f 26-45, A-2, S1-1 
John Oliver: jcanguecces a ceewinceaneusers 1 m 45+, 1 f 26-45, 1 f 45+, M-1 
William Oliver......... 2 m -10, I m 26-45, 3 f -10, 2 f 10-16, 1 f 26-45, M-1 
Isaac Hendricks, Sr. .... 1 m-10, 1 m 26-45, 2 f -10, I f 10-16, 1 f 16-26, A-I 
Isaac Hendricks, Jr. .... 1m -10, 1 m 26-45, 4 f-10, | f 10-16, 1 f 26-45, A-1 
Thomas Whitworth ............. 3 m -10, 1 m 26-45, 3 f -10, 1 f 26-45, A-3 
John Silvertooth.......... 1 m-10, 1 m 16-18, 1 m 18-26, 1 m 26-45, 5 f -10, 
1 f 10-16, 1 f 16-26, 1 f 26-45, A-2, SI1-1 

MD BVA! WOU cies overs wicets ws ciao tavarti atone tojate ese ere lore a eiaccieva cera a%ereraa 1 m 18-26, M-1 
James C. Smith.... 1 m-10, | m 26-45, 2 f -10, 1 f 26-45, 1 f 45+, A-S, S1-16 
Henry Land ress). iiss 5 cncseiers 2 m -10, 1 m 18-26, 1 m 26-45, 1 f -10, 3 f 10-16, 
1 f 26-45, A-2 

Jonathan Wolly) c.4%.s esis ssicoc eee a tewtiees me @necee ce I m 18-26, A-1 


Peter Tipps caiccasmie aeia scars 2 m -10, | m 26-45, 1 f-10, 1 f 26-45, A-1 
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MaryiSilvertoothtena wiacatdocn inser cars territories 2 f 16-26, 1 f 45+ 
Lodwick Robertson ....2m-10, 2 m 10-16, | m 26-45, 2 f -10, 1 f 26-45, A-3 
Jacob Silvertooth .......... 2m -10, 1 m 10-16, 1 m 26-45, 2 f -10, 1 f 10-16, 

1 f 16-26, A-1 


John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30) would have been about 65-70 
years old in 1820 and his wife about 60-70, and both would be in the oldest 
age category, 45 and over, on this census. The John Oliver and one of the 
females in this census match John Oliver, Senior, and his wife. The other 
female, 26-45, is most likely a daughter. The most convincing evidence here 
is that William and John Oliver are living side by side. The odds are 
statistically remote that William would be living beside a man unrelated to 
him who had the same name and was of the same age as his father. Further, 
both William and John were engaged in Manufactures. Of the 44 persons 
listed on page 31, 35 were in Agriculture, 3 in Commerce, 6 in Manufactures 
and | unlisted. Persons on both sides of William and John are farmers, 
indicating they are in a small family trade by themselves. The story by 
William’s descendants in Franklin County, Alabama that their ancestor was 
a shoemaker provides a reasonable explanation that this trade was making 
shoes. This is a further link of William and John Oliver. 

We also note that Thomas Whitworth was living by John and William. 
Another page of this 1820 census list several families named Scales. The 
Whitworths and Scales families were very prominent and closely associated 
with John Oliver, Senior, and his father, George Oliver’s family in Rocking- 
ham County, North Carolina. 

The following land records in Lincoln County are further links between 
William and John. 


LAND GRANTS IN LINCOLN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 


Land Grant No. 1833 by the State of Tennessee 


Know ye, That for and in consideration of the sum of twelve and one half 
cents per acre, paid into the office of the Entry-taker of Lincoln County and 
entered on the Sth day of April 1824, pursuant to the provisions of an Act of 
the General Assembly of said state, passed on the 22d day of November 1823 .. 
There is granted by the said State of Tennessee, unto JOHN OLIVER acertain 
tract or parcel of land containing fifty acres by survey bearing date the 23d day 
of April 1824 lying in said county on the east side of the east fork of Mulberry 
Creek a north branch of Elk River and bounded as follows to wit Beginning at 
a poplar on the north east corner of Andrew W. Walker’s twenty acre tract 
running east ninety poles to two black locusts thence south eighty eight and 
nine tenth poles to a poplar thence west ninety poles to a hickory thence north 
eighty eight and nine tenth poles to the beginning with the hereditaments and 
appertenances. TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said tract or parcel of land, 
with its appertenances, to the said JOHN OLIVER and his heirs forever. In 
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Witness Whereof William Carroll, Governor of the State of Tennessee, hath 
hereunto set his hand, and caused the great seal of the state to be affixed, at 
Murfreesborough on the 25th day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-five .... 


Land Grant No. 1767 by the State of Tennessee 


In form as above and in consideration of the sum of 12'4 cents paid to the 
office of the Entry-taker of Lincoln County on 29 April 1824 there was granted 
to WILLIAM OLIVER, 160 acres, by survey dated 23 July 1824 as follows; 

“lying in said county, on the waters of the east fork of Mulberry Creek 
another branch of Elk River and bounded as follows to wit Beginning at a 
hickory running east one hundred and sixty poles to a white oak and dogwood 
thence south one hundred and sixty poles to a hickory and chesnut oak thence 
west one hundred and sixty poles to a dogwood and black locust thence north 
one hundred and sixty poles to the Beginning.” 


Dated 15th day of July 1825. 


DEED RECORD, MAY 20, 1826 


John Oliver of Lincoln County, Tennessee to Jacob Landiss for $25.00, 50 
acres on the east side of east fork of Mulberry Creek, a north branch of Elk 
River adjacent northeast corner of Andrew W. Walker’s twenty acre tract. 
May 20, 1826. Witnesses: James P. Baxter, Thomas H. Shaw. Signed John 
Olliver. Proved in open Court by oaths of subscribing witnesses and registered 
1] March 1829. 


DEED RECORD, JUNE 1, 1826 


William Oliver of Lincoln County, Tennessee to Thomas Rowntree for 
$52.37'4, 160 acres granted to William Oliver by the State of Tennessee by 
Grant No. 1767 on 15 July 1825. June 1, 1826. Witnesses: T. H. Shaw, Jacob 

his 


Silvertooth. Signed, William Ae Oliver. Proved in open Court by oaths of 
mar 


subscribing witnesses and registered July 28, 1828. 


These land transactions are by William and John Oliver, listed in the 
above 1820 census. Andrew W. Walker listed in the description of John’s 50 
acre tract and Thomas Rowntree to whom William sold his 160 acres and 
witness Jacob Silvertooth were living within a few houses of John and 
William in 1820. The description of these tracts on the “east side of the east 
fork of Mulberry Creek, a north branch of Elk River,” fix the location near 
present day Lynchburg, Tennessee in that part of Lincoln County which 
became Moore County in 1871. William Oliver was still living two houses 
from Andrew W. Walker and five doors from Thomas Shaw in this 
community in the 1830 census. The Village of Mulberry near to where his 
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dota 


FRANCIS MARION OLIVER, 27 May 1877 — 23 May 1962, 
(left) and LUTHER CLIFTON OLIVER, 15 April 1889 — 
14 April 1990 (right), Sons of William F. M. Oliver, 1837 — 1912 


Courtesy of Mrs. Earnest Pickle 
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sister, Mary Oliver Perry, was living is a few miles south in this same general 
area. 

These records further link John and William Oliver. Their grants were 
entered 5 April 1824 and 29 April 1824 and sold 20 May and | June, 1826. 
Obviously, John and William were acting together, suggesting a close family 
relation. Further, John signed his name to the 20 May 1826 deed! John 
Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30) signed all the deeds he executed in 1780- 
1800 in Rockingham County, North Carolina and later signed his daughter 
Mary Oliver’s marriage bond to James Perry in 1815 in Carter County, 
Tennessee. Also, he had received land grants in North Carolina and knew 
the procedures for finding and entering vacant land, a skill this old John 
Oliver in Lincoln County, Tennessee apparently also knew. We suspect he 
helped William make his claim and enter his 160 acre tract. 


ORAL HISTORY OF LUTHER CLIFTON OLIVER 


We mentioned Luther Clifton Oliver in the previous chapter. He is 
the great-grandson of William Oliver (1784/ 87-1841). When we visited 
him at his home in Amory, Mississippi in early 1986, he was 97 years old 
and his wife, Adeen, was 92 and died 2 May 1888. He was born 15 April 
1889 and died 14 April 1990, the last son of William F. M. Oliver (4 
June 1837 — 4 January 1912), son of Henry Oliver (7 April 1814 — 31 
August 1884). Luther’s age together with his father’s date of birth go 
back 149 years to 1837! Few men in America with their father span this 
great length of time to 1837 when the Nation was not yet 50 years old. 
His grandfather, Henry Oliver, was born in 1814, covering some 172 
years. Luther did not know the name of his great-grandfather William 
Oliver, Henry’s father, but his memory was keen and he related much of 
the early history of his people passed down to him by his father. Given 
this tremendous reach back in time between him and his father and 
grandfather, everything he could remember was a possible clue to the 
history of these people. As we listened to him relate the past of so long, 
long ago, we realized what an incredible opportunity we were witness 
to. Anything he said was of great interest because of the possible link to 
our people. Such was his story that his grandfather’s father had eight 
uncles; that his people came to America before the Revolution in 
sailboats; that his ancestor was in the Revolution. Ruby Britton said he 
told her years ago that his people first came into Tennessee to the Old 
State of Franklin. The reference to his grand-father Henry Oliver’s 
father would be William Oliver who, in fact, had nine uncles, the nine 
brothers of his father, John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30) (three 
were half-brothers). Although he did not know the generation of these 
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uncles, this was perhaps the greatest single piece of evidence we were to find 
that these Oliver people descended from our ancestor, John Oliver, Senior 
(1750/55-1826/30). Although large families were the rule in the early 1800's, 
ten brothers would have been exceptional and oral history of such a large 
family of brothers would likely survive over this great expanse of time. Also, 
that they came by sailboat before the Revolution was extremely significant, 
matching as it does the history of our people back to 1726. Equally 
important was service in the Revolution, a mark of great honor and pride to 
the descendants of the veterans of this conflict fought to establish the 
American Nation. Certainly, this would have been passed down. Again, this 
was squarely on target and in 100% accord with the history of George Oliver 
(1726-1786) and his ten sons in Rockingham County, North Carolina. So 
also is Luther’s story that his people came into Tennessee in the old State of 
Franklin. This is a reference to the abortative attempt of early settlers to 
establish a State of Franklin in the area of northeast Tennessee. This area 
included Carter County where we know our people first came to from North 
Carolina. Luther said his father knew a lot of family history which he related 
to him. His father was a mail carrier using a buggy to carry the mail. He 
carried Luther with him around the turn of the century to attend a conven- 
tion of Confederate Civil War veterans in New Orleans and apparently was 
close to him. 

It is possible that his great-grandfather William Oliver (1784/87-1841), 
who was in the War of 1812 from 20 September 1814 to 9 April 1815 was in 
the Battle of New Orleans on 8 January 1815 in General Jackson’s great 
victory over the British. This could also be the ancestor he thought was in the 
Revolution, 

Only one part of Luther C. Oliver’s story of his Oliver family did not 
match our Oliver history. he said their tradition handed down in his family 
was that their Oliver people came from Germany. Mrs. Ruby Britton and 
other descendants of Henry Oliver in Alabama and Mississippi also knew 
this story. This indicated that Henry Oliver (1814-1884), son of William 
(1784/ 87-1841), was the most likely source of this story. In his 1873 affidavit 
supporting his mother-in-law, Mary Oliver Perry’s pension application, 
Henry Oliver referred to a family Bible then in his possession. Luther remem- 
bered this Bible, lost years ago, which he said was printed in Germany. After 
considerable research, we were finally able to unravel this “German Connec- 
tion.” The first clue came from Perry E. Davis of Sacramento, California, a 
grandson of Benjamin N. Oliver mentioned in the last chapter. Perry and a 
brother, Barney, were raised by Harvey N. Oliver, son of Benjamin N. when 
their mother, Melissa Catherine, died. Perry said that his Uncle Harvey told 
him many times that they were part German. As he recalled the story, 
Harvey said his grandfather, the father of Benjamin N. Oliver, had married a 
“German girl.” However, Perry said the generation could have been earlier. 
We knew, of course, that William A. Oliver (1821-1888), father of Benjamin 
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N. Oliver, married Syambra Blackledge, whose ancestors appear to have 
come from Scotland. In the last chapter we concluded that William A. Oliver 
was the son of William Oliver (1784/87-1841) and his second wife, Nancy 
Painter. This Nancy Painter was, we believe, the “German girl.” It appears 
that the Painters came to America from Germany before the Revolution. 
Early Painter (Paynter) immigrants from Germany are listed in Pennsylvania 
German Pioneers, dating back before the Revolution. Family history of the 
Painters indicate their German name was Bender and the first name Henry 
was frequently used. Quaker families named Painter were living in Pennsyl- 
vania before the Revolution which probably explains the family tradition 
remembered by Perry Davis (Chapter XV) that the Olivers were Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch and were Quakers. 

A Henry Painter was a soldier in the Revolution. He enlisted in 1776 in 
Hagerstown, Maryland, served as a private in Captain Heyser’s Company, 
Colonels Haussegger’s and Weltner’s Regiments and was in the Battles of 
Trenton, Princeton, Germantown, and Monmouth. In his pension applica- 
tion of 1820 he said, “that he thinks it probable and believes he is the person 
whose name appears to be Henry Painter in the Army Roll — That he is a 
German by birth, can neither read or write, and presumes his name was 
spelled by the officer as it is usually pronounced by the Germans.” Henry and 
his wife, Sarah, were married in 1788 and had ten children, including four 
daughters (names unknown). Eight children were still living at his home in 
Virginia in 1820, indicating it is unlikely he is Nancy Painter’s father. 
However, his name Henry is the name Nancy named her first son by William 
Oliver in 1814. Also, his German birth and enlistment at Hagerstown, 
Maryland, near Germantown, Maryland, suggest a possible family connec- 
tion. Luther C. Oliver thought his people first lived in a place called German- 
town when they came to America before the Revolution. Nancy Painter gave 
North Carolina as her place of birth (1790) on the 1850 Lincoln County, 
Tennessee Census. There were several Painter families in North Carolina at 
this time including John Painter, born 1754, who served in the Revolution 
and moved to Rutherford County, Tennessee in 1810, later moving to 
Illinois in about 1822. This could be Nancy Painter’s father, but we found no 
evidence to confirm this. A Samuel Painter is listed in the 1820 Lincoln 
County, Tennessee Census, age 45 and over, who also may be a relative. His 
widow, Elizabeth Painter, gave North Carolina as her place of birth in 1850 
indicating Samuel was probably from North Carolina. 

From this research on Nancy Painter, we conclude that her ancestors were 
German. Her first son, Henry Oliver, was probably named for one of her 
Painter people. This would explain why Henry Oliver’s descendants in 
Alabama thought their ancestors came from Germany and why the descen- 
dants of William A. Oliver, Henry’s brother, recalled a story that one of their 
ancestors had married a “German girl.” Another inference here of great 
importance is that this information further connects William A. Oliver (1821- 
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1888) and Henry Oliver (1814-1884) as the sons of William Oliver (1784/87- 
1841) and his second wife, Nancy Painter (1790/92-1856/60). Although, 
information detailed in the last chapter supporting this relationship was 
totally convincing, we consider this “German Connection” as conclusive. 


SUMMARY OF JOHN OLIVER, SENIOR, 1750/55-1826/ 30 


Considering the evidence, much of it circumstantial, we believe the John 
Oliver in the 1820 Lincoln County, Tennessee Census is William Oliver’s 
(1784/87-1841) father and our ancestor, John Oliver, Senior (1750/55- 
1826/30). We know from the Rockingham County, North Carolina Court of 
Equity case in 1824/25 that he was living out-of-state at this time. This 
matches the John in Lincoln County Land Records selling his 50 acre tract 
of land in 1826. He does not appear in the 1830 Census for Lincoln County 
and was probably dead between 1826-30. Listed two doors from William in 
the 1830 census is James Sikes with males 5-10 and 10-15, and two females, 
40-50 and 60-70. Could this be John Oliver’s wife, Mary, and one of his 
daughters listed in the 1820 census? This is speculation and absolutely no 
evidence was found to support it. However, if John’s wife, Mary, did survive 
him, we would expect to find her and this daughter living near to William in 
the 1830 census in the same age groups for the women in James Sikes’ house- 
hold. It is possible, of course, that John moved away from Lincoin County 
before the 1830 census. However, with no evidence to the contrary, and 
considering his age of about 80 at this time, he probably remained and died 
before 1830 in Lincoln County. Research of cemeteries in the Lynchburg, 
Tennessee area indicated the only cemetery at this time in this area was the 
Bethel Church Cemetery. Thomas Rowntree deeded one acre to this Bethel 
Church on 4 December 1813, apparently for the church and cemetery. 
Andrew W. Walker, living by John and William in 1820, is buried here. Few 
headstones with names have survived, most are plain stones if marked at all. 
John is probably buried here with his wife, Mary, in an unmarked grave. The 
old church building is no longer here, but the cemetery is on the grounds of 
the Jack Daniels Distillery at Lynchburg which maintains it. Ancestors of 
the Motlows who founded the distillery are buried here. 

Our long journey back over 200 years to find John and rediscover our lost 
heritage was a priceless experience. How proud we were of him and the 
sacrifices he and his family made to build a new Nation. If we could write his 
epitaph today, we would carve these words on his stone: 


JOHN OLIVER, SENIOR 
1750/55 — 1826/30 
SOLDIER OF THE REVOLUTION AND 
AMERICAN PIONEER 
MAY HIS MEMORY LIVE FOREVER 
IN THE HEARTS OF HIS DESCENDANTS 
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With all our research completed, we were able now to restate the family of 
John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/ 30) as follows: 


John Oliver, Senior 1750/55 — 1826/30 
Mary Oliver (wife) 1750/60 — 1820/30 
Rebecca Oliver Cunningham 1783 — 1862 
Jemima Oliver White 1784 — 1823/30 
George R. Oliver 1785 — 1863 
William Oliver 1784/87 — 1841 
John Oliver 1780/90 — 1863 
Mary Oliver Perry 1794/95 — 1887 
Nancy Agnes Oliver Smalling 1796 — 1872 
James Oliver 1799 — 1863 


This John Oliver family matches very closely the family profile we original- 
ly projected from our first Tennessee research with two exceptions. First, 
we had tentatively identified the Nancy Oliver, born 1788 in North 
Carolina, living in the household of George R. Oliver’s son John in the 
1850 Carter County, Tennessee Census, as one of John Senior’s girls 
listed in the Rockingham County, North Carolina Census in 1790. 
However, our later discovery that John Senior had a daughter named 
Nancy Agnes (1796-1872) indicates that the Nancy Oliver born 1788 is not 
a daughter. This indicates that the two daughters in the 1790 Census for 
Rockingham County, North Carolina were Rebecca, born 1783 and 
Jemima, born 1784. Second, we now know that both George R. and 
William were born before 1790 accounting for the two males in John 
Senior’s household in the 1790 Rockingham County, North Carolina 
Census. This indicates that son John, our great-great-grandfather of 
Cades Cove, Tennessee may not have been born between 1780/90 as we 
had concluded from our research of all his records and the Tennessee 
Census for 1830/60. Another explanation could be that the census 
enumerator made a mistake in the 1790 census or that John was 
temporarily absent. The 1800 Rockingham County, North Carolina 
Census lists a James Oliver who could be John, Senior, as we have 
previously discussed. In this census three males are listed born between 
1790-1800. If this is our John Oliver, it indicates another son may be 
unaccounted for. If one girl and one boy are missing, then John Senior’s 
total children would be nine instead of seven, perhaps a more reasonable 
number of children for a marriage at this early time when children were 
often born on an average every two years during a 20/25 year child- 
bearing period. 

We should make one final reference to John Senior’s first daughter, 
Rebecca, who married William Cunningham Jr. in 1801 in Rockingham 
County, North Carolina. No record was ever found for William Cunningham 
after 1808 in Rockingham County indicating he too may have moved with 
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John, Senior, to Tennessee. However, Tennessee records were searched at 
length without any trace of this family. Many Cunninghams were in 
Tennessee in this early period 1810 to 1850, including a William in Lincoln 
County in the 1820 census. Hopefully, future researchers will be more 
successful. 

From our research, we can now list our Oliver Lineage from my father 
back as follows: 


John Walter Oliver, 1878 - 1966 — Cades Cove and Townsend, Tennessee 
Nancy Ann Whitehead, 1878 - 1948 


William Howell Oliver, 1857 - 1940 — Cades Cove, Tennessee 
Elizabeth Jane Gregory, 1855 - 


1925 
Elijah Oliver, 1829 - 1905 — Cades Cove, Tennessee 
Mary Jane Lawson, 1830 - 1898 
John Oliver, 1780/90 - 1863 — North Carolina; Carter County and 
Lurena Frazier, 1795 - 1888 Cades Cove, Tennessee 
John Oliver, Senior, 1750/55 - — Virginia; Rockingham County, North 
1826/30 Carolina; Carter County and Lincoln 
Mary, Dates Unknown County, Tennessee 
George Oliver, 1726 - 1786 — Stafford, Albemarle and Prince 
Jemima Reagan, 172__ - 1771 Edward Counties, Virginia; and, 
Rockingham County, North Carolina 
John Oliver, Dates unknown — St. Paul’s Parish, Stafford County, 
Margaret (or Elizabeth), Virginia 


Dates Unknown 


The St. Paul’s Parish Register in Stafford County, Virginia, lists the death 
of a John Oliver in 1715, who could be the father of our oldest known 
ancestor, John Oliver shown here. Sarah Oliver, whose death is recorded in 
the Register in 1725, could be his wife. 


THE JERSEY RECORDS 


As we completed our research the questions of where our Olivers first lived 
in America prior to 1715 and their European origins remained unanswered. 
Although, we had attempted to solve these problems during our seven years 
research, we now determined to make one last major effort to exhaust all 
known records, principally those of New Jersey. Following, is asummary of 
this research. 

My great-great-grandfather’s, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), story that his 
Oliver people came from the “Jarsies” remained the only indication found in 
all our research of their original residence in America. Early in our work in 
North Carolina, the discovery of the Jersey Settlement in Rowan County 
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appeared a possible answer to John’s reference to the “Jarsies.” However, 
research outlined in Chapter VIII indicated this was highly unlikely, the 
probable answer being New Jersey. 

If our Olivers originally settled in New Jersey, they would have been there 
prior to 1715, the earliest date the St. Paul’s Parish Register shows that they 
were in Stafford County, Virginia (now King George’s County). Since the 
Register dates from 1715, it is probable they were in Virginia sometime prior 
to this time when the first record of an Oliver, the death of John Oliver is 
listed on 5 March 1715. 

Is it possible that this story of our Olivers having come from the “Jarsies” 
would survive for over 200 years? Our earliest known ancestors are John and 
Margaret Oliver, parents of George Oliver, who first appeared in the St. 
Paul’s Parish Register on 15 February 1720 with the birth of a son, John. 
This may have been their first child, as the birth of Rebecca, their seventh 
child, is shown on 29 September 1741. If so, John would have been about 21 
years old in 1720, or born around 1699, possibly in New Jersey. Since John 
lived until at least 1741, when Rebecca was born, his son George, born in 
1726, would have had opportunity to hear the Jersey story many times from 
his father. George Oliver would almost certainly have passed this story on to 
his son, our great-great-great-grandfather John Oliver, Senior (1750/55- 
1826/30), who would have been in his mid-thirties when George died in 1786 
in Rockingham County, North Carolina. 

John Oliver, Senior (1750/55-1826/30) would have also had the opportu- 
nity to repeat the story many times to his son, John Oliver (1780/90-1863), 
who was 25 to 35 years old in 1815 when we believe this father and son last 
saw each other. This means that the story as related by John, Senior, would 
have been that his grandfather came from the Jerseys to Virginia sometime 
prior to 1715, about 100 years previously. Viewed in this perspective, the 
survival of this family history is indeed very plausible. Perhaps no other 
family history was as important to these early American immigrants as the 
preservation of their past. 

All this indicated that our research for New Jersey records must concen- 
trate on the period prior to 1715 and probably prior to 1700. 

First, we need to again briefly review New Jersey history for this period. 
The area that was to become New Jersey was first part of New Netherlands 
under the Dutch until taken by the English in the conquest of New Amster- 
dam in 1664. During Dutch control, historians say no English settlements 
existed. Once occupied by the English in 1664, Charles II granted the area of 
New Jersey to his brother, James, Duke of York, who gave it to Sir George 
Carteret and John, Lord Barkeley. Later Barkeley sold his portion in the 
south, resulting in the division of the area into East and West Jersey in 1676. 
East and West Jersey were reunited to form the Royal Colony of New Jersey 
in 1702, continuing as such up to the time of the Revolution. This history 
indicates that the period of our search of New Jersey Records was from 1664 
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up to 1715, or probably about 1700, a period of 36 to 51 years. 


Fortunately, many of the Land and Will Records from this period have 
been preserved and are detailed in the New Jersey Archives publications. 
These records include Calendar of New Jersey Wills, 1670-1730 and 1730- 
1750, and Vol. XXI Calendar of New Jersey Records, 1664-1703. Olivers 


found in these records follow: 


i 


10. 


It. 


12. 


13: 


14. 


IS; 


May 30, 1676. William Oliver listed as adjoining land owner in a Patent 
for a home lot of 8 acres to Charles Tucker of Elizabeth Town, East 
Jersey. This is the earliest Oliver found in New Jersey. 


September 10, 1679. Letters of Administration granted to Mary “now the 
wife of William Oliver,” on the estate of her son John Symkins, Elizabeth 
Town, East Jersey. 


February 12, 1683/84. Deed of 8 acres by William Oliver and wife, Mary, 
of Elizabeth Town, East Jersey, to John Decent. 


March 10, 1683. William Oliver witness to Will of Samuel Marsh of 
Raway, East Jersey. 


May 15, 1685. Thomas Oliver listed as one of the debtors to estate of 
John Gosling of Burlington, West Jersey. 


December I1, 1691. Deed, Thomas Cramer to Samuel Oliver, both of 
Elizabeth Town, East Jersey, for half his farm. 


March 24, 1692-3. William Oliver listed as adjoining land owner in 
Rawha to land deeded by Benjamin Wade of Elizabeth Town, East 
Jersey. 


June 2, 1693. Samuel Oliver listed as adjoining land owner in inventory 
of estate of William Robertson of Essex County, East Jersey. 


December 12, 1695. Letters of Administration granted to Samuel Oliver 
of Raway, East Jersey, on estate of Zerah Higgens. 


December 25, 1695. Sam Olliver and John Bordman listed as debtors to 
estate of George Allin of Elizabeth Town, East Jersey. 


October 26, 1701. Samuel Olliver named overseer of executors of Will of 
Peter Morss of Elizabeth Town, Essex County, East Jersey. 


December 7, 1709. Debt paid to ___ Oliver by estate of Samuel Sheperd 
of Woodbridge, formerly “West Jersey.” 


November 30, 1712. Thomas Oliver witness to Will of Peter Cownover of 
Waymouth Township, Gloucester County, formerly West Jersey. 


April 9, 1715. Will Oliver witness to Will of Mary Little, widow of John 
of Elizabeth Town, formerly East Jersey. 


October 20, 1718. Thomas Oliver witness to Will of Sarah Mickel of 
Newton, Gloucester County, formerly West Jersey. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22: 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27, 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 
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January 18, 1719. Will of Samuel Olliver, Senior, of Elizabeth Town, 
Essex County, formerly East Jersey, yeoman. Wife, Mary. Children — 
Samuel who has wife Sarah, David, Jonathan, John, Mary, Sarah, 
Elizabeth, Mercy, Dorcas, Abigale. Witnesses — Jonathan Dickinson, 
Joseph Marss, Robert Marss. Proved August 12, 1723. 


February 7, 1726. Jonathan Oliver witness to Will of Mary Terrill, Essex 
County, formerly East Jersey. 


March 16, 1726-27. Samuel Oliver owned land adjoining 140 acres of 
estate of Joseph Morss, in Elizabeth Town, formerly East Jersey. 


October 29, 1728. Jno Oliver mentioned in estate of David Watkins of 
Elizabeth Town, formerly East Jersey. 


March 13, 1730. Joseph Oliver witness to Will of John Moore of Wood- 
bridge, Middlesex County, New Jersey. 


September 1731. Will Oliver mentioned in Will of James Hinds of 
Elizabeth Town, Essex County, New Jersey. 


January 3, 1731-2. Mary Oliver listed as deceased grandmother of 
Edward Frazee, Elizabeth Town, New Jersey. 


February 28, 1731. Joseph Oliver mentioned in Will of Joseph Meeker of 
Elizabeth Town, New Jersey. 


May 4, 1732. Joseph Oliver mentioned in Will of Samuel Howell of Great 
Egg Harbor, Gloucester County, New Jersey. 


May 29, 1732. Ezekiel Oliver creditor of estate of John Severns of 
Trenton, Hunterdon, New Jersey. 


April 21, 1735. Samuel Oliver’s Grist Mill mentioned in Elizabeth Town, 
New Jersey. 


August 10, 1737. Joseph Oliver mentioned in Will of Joseph Guy, Wood- 
bridge, Middlesex County, New Jersey. 


May 4, 1738. Samuel Oliver, William Oliver, David Olliver, Elizabeth 
Olliver, Joseph Oliver and John Oliver named heirs in Will of Sarah 
Coddington of Elizabeth Town, New Jersey. 


November 1, 1739. Will of Samuel Oliver, Yeoman, of Elizabeth Town, 
Essex County, New Jersey, to cousin Mercy Olliver one-third of movable 
estate at 18 years; in case of her death to go towards building a Presby- 
terian Meeting House. One-third to wife, Margaret, and one-third to 
cousin Benoni Frazee, he to purchase a burial cloth for the use of Raway. 
John Oliver, brother of Samuel, and David, son of Samuel, mentioned. 


November 29, 1739. Samuel and David Oliver mentioned in Administra- 
tion of estate of John Balm of Elizabeth Town and Rahway, Essex 
County, New Jersey. 


April 28, 1742. Samuel Oliver listed in Elizabeth, Essex County, New 
Jersey. 
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32. May 20, 1743. Samuel Oliver listed in Borough of Elizabeth, Essex 
County, New Jersey. 


33. March 5, 1744-5. Mary Oliver listed in Rahway, Essex County, New 
Jersey, and Elizabeth Oliver in Elizabeth Town, Essex County, New 
Jersey. 


34. December 22, 1744. William Oliver made inventory of estate of John 
Marsh of Elizabeth Town, New Jersey. 


35. September 11, 1746. Samuel Oliver listed in Elizabeth Town, New Jersey. 


36. January 10, 1748. Samuel Oliver listed in Will of Elizabeth Frazee of 
Elizabeth Town, New Jersey. 


37. July 7, 1748. Ezekiel Oliver listed in Will of Edward Rockhill of Amwell, 
Hunterdon County, New Jersey. 


38. September 7, 1749. Daniel Oliver witness of Will of James Barkley of 
Hunterdon County, New Jersey. 


Early records of New Jersey indicate that a Presbyterian Church was 
probably first built in New Jersey in Elizabeth Town in about 1666. This 
church was replaced by a new building in 1724 which was burned by the 
British in 1780. The church was rebuilt in 1784-86, later repaired and 
enlarged in 1851. The settlement at Elizabeth Town appears to have been the 
first made in New Jersey by New England people. Here are buried early 
settlers, including the following Olivers: 


Mary Oliver, wife of Samuel Oliver, died January 23, 1729, age 62 (born 1667). 
Samuel Oliver died May 15, 1744, age 58 (born 1686). 

Sarah, wife of Samuel Oliver, died April 9, 1735, age 47 (born 1688). 

David Oliver died November 12, 1747, age 55 (born 1692). 

Hannah, wife of David Oliver, died February 29, 1735, age 43 (born 1692). 
Jonathan Oliver died December 28, 1733, age 34 (born 1699). 


The above records indicate that the first Oliver in New Jersey was William 
Oliver who first appears as a land owner in 1676 in Elizabeth Town. A 
widow, Mary Symkins, is shown as his wife in 1679, probably a second 
marriage. An entry of 1692 shows a William Oliver in nearby Rawha 
(Rahway) which is probably this William. As an adult land owner in 1676, he 
was probably over 21 years of age or born prior to 1655. No other records 
for him were found. However, the Samuel Oliver who first appears here in 
Elizabeth Town in 1692 may be a son of William. This appears to be Samuel 
Oliver, Senior, whose 1719 Will identifies his wife as Mary and sons, Samuel 
with wife Sarah, and David and Jonathan, all of whom are buried in the 
Presbyterian Church Cemetery. Samuel Senior is not in this cemetery listing, 
but judging from his wife Mary’s birth in 1667 and the birth of Samuel Jr. in 
1688, it appears he was born about 1665, assuming he was two years older 
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than his wife. If he is William’s son, this would probably place William’s 
birth prior to 1645. The cemetery records placing the births of David and 
Jonathan in 1692 and 1699, indicate Samuel Jr. is Samuel Senior’s first son. 

There is some evidence that William Oliver in Elizabeth Town in 1676 may 
have migrated from New England. Dr. John E. Pomfret states in his book, 
The Province of East New Jersey, 1609-1702, that new settlements began in 
East Jersey soon after the English Conquest in 1664 from migration from 
Long Island, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and New Hamp- 
shire. John Farmer’s A Genealogical Register of the First Settlers of New 
England 1829 lists a Samuel Oliver in Boston, Massachusetts in 1642, 
Thomas in 1631, John in 1634, and Peter in 1640. If William Oliver came 
from New England to New Jersey, he may have been related to these Olivers 
in Boston. The Samuel in 1642 indicates a possible relationship to William 
because of the presence of Samuel Oliver, Senior (born about 1665) in 
Elizabeth Town in 1691, likely William’s son. 

If our Oliver people came from New Jersey before the first record of them 
in Virginia in 1715, they may have been related to this William Oliver in 
Elizabeth Town, East Jersey, in 1676. The Thomas Oliver listed in the above 
records in Burlington County in 1685 and in Gloucester County in 1712, 
both in West Jersey, may also be related. There was early migration from 
New Jersey to Virginia. Of the families listed in St. Paul’s Parish Register 
from 1715 to 1798, some 237 or about a third are also listed in the early New 
Jersey records from 1664 to 1702. Also, the New Jersey Olivers from 1676 
may have been Scotch-Irish. Samuel Oliver, Senior, and his descendants 
were no doubt members of the Presbyterian Church in Elizabeth Town 
where they are buried. Samuel Jr.’s 1739 Will left part of his estate to go 
“towards building a Presbyterian meeting-house.” However, it appears that 
the immigrations from Scotland and Ireland to New Jersey did not begin 
until the 1680’s, several years after William Oliver is listed here in 1676. 

The overall review of these New Jersey records provides a possible indica- 
tion of a connection with our Oliver people. However, the evidence here is 
very sketchy, indeed, and leaves this part of our history still unresolved. It is 
quite possible that our Oliver’s first came to Virginia where we first find 
them in 1715 or to the adjoining state of Maryland across the Potomac 
River. Early records list Edward in Virginia in 1623; George in 1654; George 
in 1663; John in 1642; Nicholas in 1636; Robert in 1639; William in 1642; 
and Walter in 1655. In Maryland there was Geofrey Oliver in 1646; 
Humphrey in 1668; James in 1663; Peter in 1664; and Thomas in 1639. 

One small straw is a record of a Will in Somerset County, Maryland, by 
George Oliver, probated March 20, 1748. In this Will George Oliver gave a 
life estate in his property to his wife, Margaret, and at her death to his “well 
beloved cousin George Oliver, my Brother’s son whom .... J make .... my 
only and sole heir.” The significance of this Will is that Somerset County on 
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the southern tip of Maryland is only some 75 miles across the Chesapeake 
Bay from King George County, Virginia, on the Potomac River. King 
George County is the location of the Old St. Paul’s Parish, the birth place of 
our ancestor, George Oliver, in 1726, the son of John and Margaret Oliver. 
This indicates that the George Oliver in Somerset County may be the brother 
of John Oliver in St. Paul’s Parish, Virginia. Both would be about the same 
age. John’s son, our ancestor, George, would be about 22 years old in 1748 
and probably still living in Stafford County, Virginia, where he married 
Jemima Reagan in 1745. Although this connection is plausible, absolutely 
no other evidence was found to support it. 

All this indicates the extremely difficult and perhaps impossible task of 
tracing our Oliver people before 1715. Unfortunately, the great span of over 
200 years has probably closed the door of our past prior to 1715 forever. 
Sadly, we leave this task unfinished with the hope that others may solve this 
mystery. The inclusion of the considerable details listed here has been 
detailed to make as complete a record as possible and to assist future 
researchers. Considering the lack of records and family history, we feel 
extremely fortunate to have traced our Oliver people back as far as 1715. 


A FINAL TRIBUTE TO THE OLIVERS 


We complete this seven year study and research with a deep sense of pride 
in our Oliver people. The Olivers are an ancient family. They were with 
William The Conqueror at the Battle of Hastings in 1066 and probably in 
Normandy back to the time of the Romans. By the 1500’s they are living 
throughout England, Scotland and Ireland. When migration to America 
began in the early 1600’s, they were among the first to make the hazardous 
journey to the New World. As with all early immigrants, this was a decision 
requiring considerable courage. Englishmen had long ventured to foreign 
lands in war and peace, but eventually returned home. Now the departure 
was forever, to leave home, family, friends and a secure life for the unknown 
and almost certain perilous life in a harsh frontier. That they came, survived 
and conquered a wilderness, is a great tribute to their memory. 

We first find our ancestors in the Church records of the St. Paul’s Parish 
Register, in Stafford County, Virginia (now in King George County) in 1715. 
The birth of George Oliver is recorded here in 1726, the son of John and 
Margaret (Elizabeth) Oliver. This record places them in America at least 
sixty years before the American Revolution. In neighboring Westmoreland 
County, Virginia, another child was born six years after George in 1732. His 
name, too, was George, George Washington, whose brother Samuel was a 
vestryman of the St. Paul’s Parish Church. Both were boys here, perhaps 
friends. Church records show George Oliver was married here to Jemima 
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Reagan on | August 1745. Unlike George Washington, George Oliver, 
apparently without family wealth, migrated west and south in search of free 
land and opportunity. He received a land grant of 200 acres in Albemarle 
County, Virginia in 1756, Later in 1757 and 1760 he purchased land further 
south in Prince Edward County, Virginia. By 1769 he is in present day 
Rockingham County, North Carolina where he purchased 280 acres on the 
banks of the Dan River at the mouth of Hogan’s Creek. He had ten sons, 
seven by Jemima Reagan and three by Martha Whitworth. One of the 
oldest, our ancestor John, born about 1750/55 in Virginia, and three of his 
brothers, Charles, James and George Jr. were in the Revolution along with 
George who was an Ensign in the local militia company. Possibly all were in 
the crucial Battle of Guilford Court House where Lord Cornwallis’ march 
into North Carolina was finally stopped on 15 March 1781. That George 
Oliver and four of his sons chose to cast their lot with the cause of freedom in 
the dark days of the Revolution against the best soldiers in the world is an 
everlasting tribute to their courage and honor. 

One of George Oliver’s oldest sons, John Oliver, Senior (1750/55- 
1826/30), our ancestor, continued this tradition of service to his country. In 
1809/10 he migrated west to Tennessee where three of his sons, William, 
George R. and John Oliver, were soldiers in the War of 1812. Later in the 
great tragedy of the Civil War, this Oliver family, like uncounted thousands 
of other families gave their sons to both the armies of the North and the 
South. Some never returned. Theirs is a story of unparalleled courage and 
sacrifice in American History and we honor their memory. 

In the great westward migration of the early 1800’s, our Oliver people, like 
so many of their fellow countrymen, again left home and security for an 
uncertain future in a savage frontier. They played a vital role in building 
America. Without exception, we found them to be a self-reliant, independent 
and honorable people who loved their country. Their great religious 
tradition, going back to St. Paul’s Parish Church in Virginia in 1726, 
continues to the present. My grandfather, William Howell Oliver (1857- 
1940), a minister for fifty-eight years, writing in his Sketches of The Olivers 
in 1931-1933 said of his people: 


The Olivers believed in being honest, paying their debts. I do not say there 
was no Judas among them for no doubt there was, but I am speaking of them 
as a people who loved the truth, loved honesty, loved truthfulness, loved 
uprightness, loved one another .... 


Our research confirmed my grandfather’s words. Certainly, we have a 
great and proud family tradition going back over 270 years in America. In 
the Old World their coat of arms bore the Olive Branch, the emblem of 
peace, a tradition of honor over the centuries. 

To the thousands of Oliver descendants scattered throughout the Nation, 
we proudly dedicate this history of our Oliver people. 





Appendix 


Census Records of Olivers, 1790-1850 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, 
Missouri, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Arkansas and Texas 


This Appendix contains the names of all Olivers in the Federal Census 
Records for 1790 through 1850 for the above listed States, plus the Virginia 
State Census for 1782/ 1783/1784 and North Carolina State Census for 
1784-1787. This information was compiled and used extensively in our 
search for our early Oliver people. These records, combined in a single 
reference for the first time, are included here to assist others who research 
these early Olivers in America. Hopefully, the example of our research, 
documented in Sketches of The Olivers, will be helpful and instructive to all 
Oliver descendants in the use of these census records. 

We have arranged the following Census Records for 1790, 1800, 1810, 
1820, 1830, 1840 and 1850 by State, County and Page on the census where 
the name appears. In the interest of conserving space, the information on 
each Oliver family has been coded which is explained below in the 
introduction to the census year. The Census for South Carolina 1800 and 
1820, Tennessee 1820, Kentucky 1810 and Mississippi 1820 are reprinted 
with the permission of Accelerated Indexing Systems Inc. The Census for 
Tennessee for 1830 is reprinted with permission of Byron Sistler & 
Associates. 

Finally, we again emphasize the inevitable mistakes inherent in these early 
census by enumerators and those who try to read their often illegible 
handwriting. Also, keep in mind that many census records have been lost or 
destroyed such as the 1790 returns for Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and 
Georgia, lost when the British burned the Capitol during the War of 1812. 
Tennessee records for 1800, 1810 and part of 1820 are missing as are various 
counties in other states. However, considered with all other available 
records, the census is still the best early source of genealogical information 
that has survived. 
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CENSUS OF 1790 


The 1790 U.S. Census listed the name of the head of the family, address, 
number of free white males 16 years old and up including the head of the 
family, free white males under 16 and all free white females including those 
females who were the head of the family. Other information such as all other 
free persons and number of slaves has not been included in our listing. 


Following is an example from the 1790 Census of North Carolina, County of 
Rockingham. 


Free White Males 
Females 
16 & up 
Page Head of Family incl. head | Under 16 ne ay 
of families of fami eaceceesa a 


This record is coded as follows: 





P. 169 — John Oliver 1-2-3 


CENSUS OF 1800 and 1810 


The 1800 and 1810 Census listed the head of the family, address, number 
of free white males and females under 10 years of age, 10 and under 16, 16 
and under 26, 26 and under 45, and 45 years and older. Other free persons, 
Indians not taxed and slaves are not included in our listing. Following is an 
example from the 1800 and 1810 Census of North Carolina, Rockingham 


County. 
3 
Page Head of Family SeaGahi 
3 ele 
5 aN 


[463 | samesoiver fool ufo Jaf of roo | 


This record of James Oliver is coded as follows: 


Free White Males |[Free White Females 







Under 10 
16-26 





P. 463 — James Oliver 30010 - 20100 


CENSUS OF 1820 


The 1820 Census listed the name of the head of the family, address, 
number of free white males and females under 10 years of age, 10 and under 
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16, 16 and under 26, 26 and under 45, 45 years and older and free white 
males 16 to 18 years old. Other categories of information on this census are 


not included in our listing. Following is an example from the 1820 Census of 
Tennessee, County of Lincoln. 


[Free White Males [ree White Female] 
= 
Page Head of Famil . 313 
r 2 < Sa 
5 nl NO 


[31 [ somoiver Polo ofofofi fofofolite 


This record of James Oliver is coded as follows: 










Under 10 





P. 31 — John Oliver 000001 - 00011 


CENSUS OF 1830 and 1840 


The 1830 and 1840 Census listed the name of the head of the family, 
address, number of free white males and females in 5 age groups to 20, 10 
year age groups from 20 to 100, and over 100. Other categories of 
information for 1830 and 1840 Census are not included in our listing. 


Following is an example from the 1840 Census of Tennessee, County of 
Blount: 





[122 [ sonnoiver of fof fr fof] TE TTT | 


This record of John Oliver is coded as follows: 


P. 122 — John Oliver 11200001 - 0101101 
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CENSUS OF 1850 


The 1850 Census listed the name, address, age, sex, color and place of 
birth for each person. Other categories of information such as occupation 
and value of real estate owned is not included in our listing. Following is an 
example from the 1850 Census of Tennessee, County of Carter. 


70 


Sees Rae Olee LL 


This record of George Oliver is coded as follows: 















George Oliver 65, Nancy 36, George 9, Christian 7, Rebecca 5, Eveline 2, NC TN, 
p. 70. Note that place of birth is given only for the father and mother or first 
two persons listed (NC—North Carolina, TN—Tennessee) followed by the page 
number (p. 70) of the census where this family is listed. 


Last, a word of explanation is necessary for the State Maps we have 
included. These maps show present county boundaries which in many cases 
are different from the counties as they existed from 1790 to 1850 when the 
census records shown were taken. Many counties were divided to form new 
counties between 1790 and 1850. For example, Marshall County, Tennessee 
was formed in 1836 from parts of Bedford, Lincoln, Giles and Maury 
Counties. In this example, the family researcher must remember that 
Lincoln County records up to 1836 for persons in that part of the county 
which became Marshall, remained in Lincoln County and were not trans- 
ferred to Marshall County when it was formed in 1836. Accordingly, 
Marshall County records date from 1836. We should also note here that the 
State of Virginia was divided in 1863 to form West Virginia. A current map 
of West Virginia counties will show those counties that were part of Virginia 
when Virginia Census records were made from 1790 to 1850. State Maps are 
reprinted with permission of The Everton Publishers, Inc. 
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COUNTY MAP FOR THE STATE OF VIRGINIA 
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VIRGINIA CENSUSES 
STATE 1788 


1790 AND 1800 VIRGINIA CENSUSES 


The 1790 and 1800 Virginia Census Schedules were lost. To fill this void a listing 
was compiled from Virginia state enumerations made in 1782, 1783, 1784 and 1785. 
These lists include the name of the head of family with number of whites by county. 
The names of Oliver/Head of Families from these state enumerations are listed 


below. 


1782 Virginia Enumerations 


County Head of Family Page Whites 
Amelia Oliver, Isaac 13 6 
Oliver, James 12 4 
Charlotte Oliver, Joseph 14 4 
Olliver, Thomas 14 5 
Fairfax Oliver, Eli 17 3 
Oliver, Joseph 17 12 
Halifax Oliver, William 23 8 
Hanover Oliver, Bea 28 10 
Oliver, Robert 29 2 
Mecklenburg Oliver, Asa 34 4 
Oliver, John 33 11 
Northumberland Oliver, Tapscott 37 5 
Orange Oliver, Tabitha 39 4 
Sussex Oliver, William 44 8 
1783 Virginia Enumerations 
Essex Oliver, Daniel 52 5 
Gloucester Oliver, Graveley 54 4 
Middlesex Oliver, Francis 56 9 
Nansemond Oliver, Joseph 57. 5 
Princess Anne Oliver, John 60 2 
1784 Virginia Enumerations 
Gloucester Oliver, John 68 5 
Oliver, Thomas jun 68 6 
Oliver, Thomas sent 68 2 
Nansemond Olliver, Joseph 73 5 
Northumberland Olliver, Benjamin 74 5 
Rockingham Oler, Henry 76 5 
Oler, John 76 6 
Oler, William 76 3 


County 


Amelia 
Halifax 
Orange 
Pittsylvania 


Princess Anne 
Stafford 


1785 Virginia Enumerations 


Head of Family 


Oliver, Isaac 
Oliver, James 


Oliver, Richard 
Oliver, William 
Olefer, James 


Oliver, Tabitha 


Oliver, Mary 
Oliver, Wm. 


Oliver, John 
Oliver, John 


1810 VIRGINIA CENSUS 


Amelia County 


P. 233—. Oliver 





Amherst County 

P, 275—Daniel Oliver 
P, 285—-Thomas Oliver 
P. 295— William Oliver 


Bath County 
P. 446— William Oliver 


Bedford County 
P. 476— William Oliver 


Buckingham County 
P. 811—Harmon Oliver 
P. 783—John Oliver 


Campbell County 
P. 880—-Olver, Charles 


Caroline County 
P.916—John Oliver 
P.916—John Oliver 
P.917—John Oliver Jun. 
P.916—Marshall Oliver 
P.917—Marshall Oliver 
P.916— Martha Oliver 
P.916—Thomas Oliver 
P.916—William Oliver 


Charlotte County 
P. 59—Benjamin Oliver 
P. $9—Thomas Oliver 


P. 59—Thomas Oliver Jr. 


10010-00010 


00200-00100 
10101-01101 
01001-00100 


11001-32010 


00100-00000 


31010-21010 
30010-10010 


00010-10100 


00101-01001 
11201-00201 
41010-10010 
10010-10010 
10100-10100 
01100-01110 
12001-10010 
00101-00001 


00210-30100 
00201-20101 
00010-00100 


Page 


83 
82 


88 
87 
88 


97 
100 
98 
103 
108 


P. 59—Thomas C. Oliver 


Culpepper County 
P. 63—George Olver 


Dinwiddie County 
P. 156—Isaac Oliver 
P. 156—Mary Oliver 


Essex County 
P. 201—Betty Oliver 
P. 200—Augustin Olover 


Fairfax County 

P. 288—Ely Oliver 

P. 288—Lewis Olliver 
P. 288— William Olliver 


Fauquier County 
P. 366—Hezekiah Olliver 
P. 356--Josiah Olliver 


P. 359-—Leonard Olliver Jr. 
P. 383—Leonard Olliver Sr. 


P. 384—Levin Olliver Sen 
P. 360—Levin Olliver 

P. 383— Rhoda Olliver 

P. 416—Samuel Olliver 
P. 356—Thomas Olliver 
P. 360— Walter Olliver 

P. 357— William Olliver 


Frederick County 
P.589—James Oliver 


Gloucester County 
P.665—Ambrose Oliver 
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Whites 


Nun 


— 


an OO hh UMW CO 


10010-10100 


00100-00000 


10040-00010 
00100-00201 


11000-01031 
10100-00110 


02201-21001 
10010-10100 
21110-12000 


01100-10100 
21310-10110 
21010-20010 
20010-21010 
00001-00001 
31010-00001 
30000-10010 
10110-12010 
20100-10010 
00010-20010 
20010-10010 


20301-22110 


10310-00200 
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1810 VIRGINIA CENSUS (Continued) 


P. 666—Gravely Oliver 

P. 666—James Oliver 

P. 666—Jno. Oliver 

P. 665— William Oliver 

P. 666—Augustine Olivier 


Halifax County [Tax List] 
Alva Oliver 
Blewford Oliver 
James Oliver 
John Oliver 
John J. Oliver 
Joseph Oliver 
Judith Oliver 
Richard Oliver 
Richard Oliver 
Robert Oliver 
William Oliver Jr. 
William Oliver Sr. 
Willis Oliver 


Hanover County 


P. 886—Benjamin Oliver Jr. 
P. 882—Benjamin Oliver Sr. 


P. 874— David Oliver 

P. 882—Isaac Oliver 

P. 882—Jno. Oliver 

P. 850—Thurston Oliver 


Harrison County 

P. 909—Gulidath Oliver 
P. 909—Samuel Oliver 
P,934—Sam! Oliver 


Hardy County [Tax List] 
Reuben Oliver 


Henrico County 

P. 25—Thos. Oliver 
P. 29—Thos. Oliver 
P. 116—Vincant Oliver 


King & Queen County 

P. 173—Jno. Oliver Jr. 
P. 173—John Oliver Snr. 
P. 172— William Oliver 


Hampshire County 
P. 14—George Oliver 


Lancaster County 
P. 355—Geo. P. Oliver 
P. 355— Thomas Oliver Est 


00010-00100 
00010-10010 
31010-20010 
20010-10200 
10010-11000 


01011-00000 
00001-00000 
00010-11010 
10010-10100 
00010-00010 
10010-00100 


00100-40100 
10100-00100 
11301-11101 


00010-20100 
10111-10100 
00010-00001 


00010-20100 
00001-40010 
10010-41010 


00001-01001 


10010-00100 
10100-10010 


P. 355— William Oliver 00000-00000 


King William County [Tax List] 
Thomas Oliver 


Lunenburg County 


P. 353—Isac Oliver 00010-20100 


Mason County 

P. 428—Daniel Oliver 

P. 423—Thomas Oliver 
P. 424—Leonard Olliver 


20001-00010 
31001-12010 
40010-22010 


Mecklenburg County [Tax List] 
Asa Olliver 
Isaac Oliver 
James W. Oliver (Major) 
John Oliver 
Robert Oliver 
Sarah Oliver 


Middlesex County [Tax List] 
P. 468—Ann Oliver 
P. 468—Jesse D. Oliver 
John Oliver 
Wilson Oliver 


00210-00201 
00010-10100 


Nansemond County [Tax List] 
David Oliver 
Joseph Oliver 
Josiah Oliver (Estate) 
Josiah Oliver 
Thomas Oliver 
Thomas Oliver 
William Oliver 
William Oliver (of Josiah) 


William Oliver 

William Oliver Jr. 

Wm. Oliver and son Thos. 
Norfolk County 
P. 913—Jas. Oliver 00000-00020 
P. 913—John Oliver 03420-20200 
P.914—Mary Oliver 00000-00000 
P. 914—Louiza Olivia 00000-00000 
Nottoway County 
P. 1013—Charles Oliver 10010-00100 
P. 1014—-Jno. Oliver 30010-20010 
P. 1013—Judith Oliver 10000-01401 
P. 1019—Rich4 Olivers Est. 10300-21010 


Orange County [Tax List] 
Francis Oliver 
Wineford Oliver 


1810 VIRGINIA CENSUS (Continued) 


Petersburg (Town) 
P. 329—{John] Oliver 


Prince Edward County 
P. 580— Benjamin Olliver 
P. 580—Thomas Olliver 


Prince William County 
P. 509—John Oliver 
P. 517—Nathan Oliver 


Princess Anne County 
P. 469—Elizabeth Oliver 
P. 470— Milly Oliver 


Rockbridge County 
P. 266—James Oliver 


Spotsylvania County 
P. 96—Thomas Ollive 
P. 98—Caty Olliver 
P.97—Henry Olliver 
P.97—John Olliver 


Sussex County 
—P. 656—Asa Olliver 


Westmoreland County 
P. 781— William Oliver 


1820 VIRGINIA CENSUS 


Augusta County 
P. 15A—James Oliver 


Bath County 
P.71A—William Oliver 


Bedford County 

P. 20A—Daniel Oliver 
P. 20A—James Oliver 
P. 45A—Thomas Oliver 
P. 20A—William Oliver 


Botetourt County 
P.67A—Charles Oliver 


Buckingham County 

P. 55A—George Oliver 
P. 42A—John Oliver 

P. 42A—William Oliver 


Campbell County 
P. 122A—Benjamin Oliver 
P. 116A—Richard Oliver 


00300-00000 


00310-00000 
11100-10100 


00000-00000 
41010-11010 


00000-11011 
10000-11011 


20100-01100 


02111-01110 
20000-00010 
00010-00010 
00101-01201 


11010-00010 


00000-00000 


310012-00100 


101201-22210 


200010-30010 
200010-10010 
200010-11010 
00000 1-0001 1 


010010-00010 


220010-02001 
120010-21010 
100100-10100 


220020-22010 
320010-20100 


P. 141A—William W. Oliver 


Caroline County 

P. 174A—James Oliver 

P. 174A—John Oliver 

P. 174A—Marshall Oliver 
P. 174A—Thurston Oliver 


Charlotte County 
P.23A—Joseph Oliver 
P.23A—Thomas Oliver 


Cumberland County 
P. 106—--Rebecca Oliver 


Dinwiddie County 
P. 15A—Isaac Oliver 
P. 1SA—Mary Oliver 


Essex County 

P. 43— Austin Oliver 
P. 41—Clary Oliver 
P.41A—Franky Oliver 


Fairfax County 
P.55A—James Oliver 


Fauquier County 

P. 78A—Hesekiah Oliver 
P.78A—John Oliver 

P. 78A—Samuel Oliver 
P. 78A—-Thomas Oliver 


Frederick County 

P. 14A—Daniel Oliver 
P. 23— Daniel Oliver 
P. 23—James Oliver 


Gloucester County 

P. 192A—Aggy Oliver 

P. 192A—Gravely Oliver 
P. 192A—John Oliver 

P. 192A—-Sterling Oliver 
P. 192A—William Oliver 
P. 192A—Augustus Olivier 


Halifax County 
P. 87A—Isaac Oliver 
P.61A—Judith Oliver 
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100100-00200 


100010-10010 
211401-01000 
310001-01010 
300010-20010 


100010-30010 
000111-00001 


000000-01001 


0001 10-01010 
000000-10100 


010010-0001 1 
010000-00120 
010000-0001 I 


4000 10-20010 


610126-92239 
100200-00 100 
200101-01101 
120010-20110 


0000 10-00100 
0000 10-00 100 
010201-12301 


—— 


200010-10010 
011101-00110 
100100-00100 
120010-21010 


001101-10200 


510001-00010 
000000-00001 


P.87A—Richard Oliver (R.M.) 


P. 68—Richard Oliver Jr. 
P. 64A—Richard Oliver Sr. 


1000 10-20100 
100010-10100 
000010-10200 
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P. 70A—Robert Oliver 2000 10-4001 1 
P. 68A—William Oliver 300010-10011 
Hanover County 

P. 56—Benjamin Oliver Jr. 000011-30010 
P. 72— David Olover 000101-00011 
P. 78—Isaac Olover $00020-10010 
P. 81—Thomas Oliver 000011-21010 
Henrico County 

P. 104A—Vincent Oliver 00000 1-00001 
Isle of Wright County 

P. 109—Frances Oliver 0000 10-0000 1 
King & Queen County 

P. 18—John Oliver 200010-32110 
P. 18—William Olliver 000101-14100 
Lancaster County 

P. 136A—George P. Oliver 000101-00110 


P. 136A—Matthew H. Oliver 


100010-10010 
P. 136A—Thomas B. Oliver 200010-10200 
Lee County 
P. 134—Elizabeth Oliver 001100-01010 
Lewis County 
P. 151—Samuel Oliver 310010-10010 
Louisa County 
P.57—Susan Oliver 010100-10110 
Lunenburg County 
P. 174—John Oliver 030010-00110 
Mason County 
P. 127—Rosanna Oliver 010000-20201 
Mecklenburg County 
P. 162—Elizabeth D. Oliver 
000000-00001 
P. 162A—James W. Oliver (Maj) 
021201-00101 
P. 151—Robert Oliver 310000-11101 
Middlesex County 
P. 37—Ann Oliver 000010-00001 
P. 40—Jesse D. Oliver 000010-00000 
Nansemond County 
P. 87—Oliver (of Ash) 000000-00000 


P. 77A—David Oliver 2000 10-10100 
P. 84—John Oliver 320010-20010 
P.71—Thomas Olliver 120001-20010 
Northumberland County 

P. 34A—Thomas Oliver 000100-00100 


Nottoway County 
P. 60A—Isaac Oliver 300310-11010 
P. 48B—John B. (Billip) Oliver 


000100-10100 
P. 55A—Judith Oliver 001100-01231 
P. 47A—Mary Oliver 000000-00001 
P. 60A—Sally Oliver 000000-00010 
Orange County 
P. 82A-—Danell Oliver 100200-00100 
Patrick County 
P. 106A—Samuel Oliver 110100-00100 
Prince William County 
P. 257—Cornelius Oliver 200010-30010 


P. 257—John Olliver 200010-10010 


Richmond City [Henrico Co.] 


P. 186—Mary Oliver 000100-001 10 
P. 186—Phills. Oliver 000000-00000 
P. 186A-——-Thomas Oliver 000010-01010 
Spotsylvania County 
P. 70A—Henry Oliver 000010-00001 
P. 70A—John Oliver 000100-3001 1 
P. 72A—Robert Oliver 00002 1-00002 
Sussex County 
P. 108A—Frances Oliver 001210-10020 
P. 108A—Thomas A. Oliver 
000300-00000 

Wood County 
P. 189A—William Oliver 000010-00000 
1830 VIRGINIA CENSUS 
Albemarle County 
P. 278— William N. Oliver 00011-1001 
Alleghany County 
P. 123—John Oliver 230001-100001 
Bath County 
P. 195— William Oliver 

001010001-01011001 
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Bedford County 
P. 184—James Oliver 
P. 184— William Oliver 


202001-01101 


000000000 1 -0000010001 
Botetourt County 
P. 305—Charles Oliver 00003001-0000401 
Buckingham County 
P. 310—George Oliver 02200001-1011101 
P. 281—John Oliver 01003001-00101 
P. 306— William Oliver 120001-111001 
Cabell County 
P. 25— James Olliver 20101-10001 
Campbell County 
P. 381—Benjamin Oliver 120001-0210001 
P. 342— William Oliver 00101-00001 
Caroline County 
P. 202—John Oliver 
0001 100000 1-000011 
P, 202—Marshall Oliver 
3210000 1-0000001 
Charlotte County 
P. 208—Thomas Oliver 
10000100001-0101101 
P. 232— William W. Oliver 320011-000001 
Chesterfield County 
P.453—James Oliver 0000001-00000001 
P. 437—Nancy Olvis 
P. 453—Rebecker Olvis 01101-0111201 
P. 455—Zepheniah Olvis 
Dinwiddie County 
P. 394— Henry Oliver 220001-01001 
P.422—Isaac Oliver 00002001-00000001 
P. 345— Joshua Oliver 00000 1-000 
P. 422—Skipwith M. Oliver 0000 1-000 
Essex County 
P. 144— William Oliver 000000001 1-000 
Fauquier County 
P. 412—Joel Oliver 00000 1-00000001 


P. 416—John Oliver (Overseer of poor) 
9320200203-4200 135404 
P.407—Josiah Oliver 10110001-0000201 
P. 407—Josiah Oliver 00001-00001 
P. 417—Lawson Oliver 00001-10001 
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P. 410—Ozear Oliver 

P.417—Samuel Oliver 
01011001-000100001 

P.417—Thomas Oliver 00010001-0001001 


00001-0001 


P. 410— Westley Oliver 00001-00001 
Fluvanna County 

P. 360—George W. Oliver 00001-00000 
P. 359—Susan Oliver 00021-00100001 
Frederick County 

P. 76— Daniel Oliver 0000001-12001 
P. 76—Francis Oliver 00001-0000 12001 
P.76—Marley Oliver 10001-0001 
P. 76—Mason Oliver 10101-00001 
Gloucester County 

P. 181—Agnes Oliver 

P. 181—John Oliver 00001-10001 
P. 181—John Oliver Sr. 2201101-00002 
P. 181—Rachel Oliver 1011-0010001 


P. 181—Warner L. Oliver 
P. 181— William P. S. Oliver 
12001-0100201 


00014-1010101 


Halifax County 
P.423—Aley Oliver 
000122001-00000001 
P. 423—Elizabeth C. Oliver 
01211-0000101 
P.424—George W.Ohver 000001-00000 
P. 423—Isaac Oliver 
13210001-0000001001 
P. 424— James Oliver 100100001-00001 
P. 423—John W. Oliver 00001-1000201 
P. 424—Richard Oliver Jr. 0000001-220001 
P. 423—Richard Oliver Jr. 110001-11101 


Hanover County 


P. 239—Isaac Oliver 02101001-1100011 


P.229—Thomas Oliver 000101-00001001 
P. 236—Thomas Oliver 10001001-00011 
Jefferson County 

P. 191 —George Oller 112001-010011 
Lee County 

P.314—Susanah Olliver 001001-12000! 
Mason County 

P. 156—George Oliver 10001-000101 
P. 156—Leonard Oliver 10001-10001 
P. 156—Thomas Oliver 00001-1001 
P. 156— William Oliver 110001-021001 
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Mecklenburg County 
P. 22—James W. Oliver 
P. 58—Robert Oliver 


0000300 1-00000 
11100001-1100001 


Montgomery County 

P. 85—-Thomas Oliver 120101-1000101 
Nansemond County 

P. 238—David Oliver 120001-121001 
P. 210—John Oliver 0111201-0102001 


P. 239— Thomas Oliver 0001200 1-0020000 | 
P. 214—Thomas Oliver Jr. 000002-000 


Northumberland County 


P. 235—-James Oliver 1131001-1201001 


Nottoway County 


P. 216—Isaac Oliver 0212101-2010001 


P. 217—John B. Oliver 020101-00000 
Orange County 
P. 322—Durrett Oliver 21001-21001 


Pittsylvania County 
P. 337—Harriss Olvis 
010000000 1-0010001 


P. 344—Shadrick Olvis 00001-10001 
Prince Edward County 

P. 129—John Oliver 000000 1-000001 
Prince George County 

P.47—Thomas A. Oliver 00001 1-000 
Prince William County 

P. 81—John Oliver 0000000 1-01000001! 
Princess Anne County 

P. 301—George B. Oliver 0000100001 - 


P. 309— Mary Oliver 
P. 308— Mathew H. Oliver 310001-001001 


Richmond City [Henrico Co.] 

P. 449—Ann Oliver 

P. 392—Elizabeth Oliver 

P. 421—Phill Oliver 

P. 421—Thomas Oliver 
10060001-100011 


Rockbridge County 

P.326—Daniel Oliver —:1111001-0112001 
Spotsylvania County 

P.93—Charles Oliver 110000 1-220001 
P. 93—Henry Oliver 2000000 1-0000111 


P. 93—-Rebecca Oliver 
000000-00010100001 
P. 93—Robert Oliver 
00010100001-00000000001 
P. 93—Thomas C. Oliver 10001-00001 
P.93—Thurston Oliver 1200001-1002001 


Sussex County 

P. 16—Paterson J. Oliver 00001-000 
Washington County 

P. 274— Peter Oliver 100001-1001 


Westmoreland County 
P. 127—-Augustine Oliver 00000001-10001! 


P. 127—George W. Olivi 10011-10001 
Wood County 
P. 394— William Oliver 310002-00101 
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Accomack County 
P.71—William W. Oliver 00001-10001001 


Albemarle County 
P. 153—Henry Oliver 100001-2000001 
Alleghany County 
P. 104—John Oliver 00001-10001001 
Bedford County 
P. 238—James C. Oliver 

0021 1010001-000201 


William Oliver, pensioner, Rev. 
War, age 83, living in above 


household. 
Brunswick County 
P. 307—John C. Oliver 111001-010001 
Buckingham County 
P. 378—Polly Oliver 0001 1-00100001 
P. 382—Randolph Oliver 10001-10001 
P. 363—Sarah Oliver 00000-00 1001 
P.365—William P. Oliver  000001-00000 


P. 354—William Oliver 0012001-00020001 


Cabell County 
P. 39—James Olliver 
P. 28—John Olliver 


121001-1010001 
1011001-000001 


Campbell County 

P. 19—Charles Oliver 12102-10001001 
P. 41—James Oliver 100001-21001 
P. 27—-Pleasant Oliver 10001-001 
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Caroline County 

P. 102—Marshall Oliver 
P. 102—Samuel B. Oliver 
P. 102—Stephen Oliver 
P. 102—Reuben Oliver 


0000000 1-000 
220001-02001 
1000000 1-010001 
01001000 1-00001 


Charlotte County 


P. 161—Harrison M. Oliver 10001-10001 


Chesterfield County 
P. 214—Thomas A. Oliver 
000000 1-0000001 


Cumberland County 

P. 295—John Oliver 20000 1-001001 

P. 281—Mauncy Oliver (?Henry) 
000001-11001 


Dinwiddie County 
P. 28—Skipwith M. Oliver 
0000101-000010001 


Essex County 
P. 128—Moerdicai Oliver 
1000001-100001001 
P. 121—William Olvier 
120000201-010101 


Fauquier County 

P. 250—Charles Oliver 

P. 250—Josiah Oliver Jr. 

P. 250—Josiah Oliver Sr. 
000020000 1 -000000101 


2100001-11001 


P. 249—Lawson Oliver 110001-00001 
P. 249—Oscar Oliver 020001-11001 
P. 250—Richard Oliver 0000 I -00000 
P. 250-—-Thomas Oliver 0000 1001-0011 


P. 250—John Oliver 1121001-1101010011 


Gloucester County 


P. 373—Frank Oliver 00001-0010101 
P. 373—Regalt Oliver 02101-000011 
P. 362—Susan Oliver 10001-00011 
P. 375—Thomas Oliver _11001-00001011 


P. 349—Thomas Oliver 0000001-20001001 
P. 363— William T. Oliver 10001-0001 


Greene County 


P. 432—Durrett Oliver 0111001-0021001 


P. 432—Eli Oliver 20001-00001 
Halifax County 
P. 25—Harrison Oliver 00001-00000 
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P. 60—Alva Olliver (Rev. War 
Soldier—76) 0000012001-00000001 


P. 55—Eliza C. Olliver  00012-02000001 
P. 51—Elizabeth Olliver 101-0000001 
P. 60—John H. Oliver 000001-21101 
P. 59—Josiah Olliver Sr. 3000001-00001 
P. 60—Perin Olliver 32000 1-010001 


P. 55—Richard Olliver 00000001-0022001 
P. 61—Richard Olliver 1010001-0101001 


Hanover County 
P. 101—Elizabeth M. Oliver 
00000-000000001 


P. 89—James A. Oliver 000011-0011001 


Henrico County 
P. 182—Abigail Oliver 
P. 213—Eliza Oliver 


1001311-1001214 


P. 211—Louinda Oliver 00000-00001 
P. 238—Maria Oliver 
P. 156—Maria Oliver 
P. 230—-Patsey Oliver 
P. 261—Philip Oliver 000001-100001 
P. 263— William Oliver 000001-0000001 
P. 182—George Olphin 0014001-210011 


P. 242—Richard Olphin 


King & Queen County 
P. 101—Patsey Oliver 


2000101-102001 


00001-00012001 


P. 101—William Oliver 10001-10002 
King George County 

P. 50—Austin Oliver 0000000 1 -000001 
King William County 

P. 62—John B. Oliver 00001-00001 
Lancaster County 

P. 123—John D. Oliver 00101 1-000 


P. 131—M. H. Oliver 
P. 132—Nancy Oliver 


0021001-0000001 


Mason County 

P. 237—-George Oliver 210001-00001 
P. 220—William Oliver 0000 1-000001 
P. 245— William Oliver 00110001-0201101 


Mecklenburg County 


P. 376—Alex G. Oliver 00000 1-00001 
P. 376—Alex! C. Oliver 00101-00001 
P. 397—Alexander Oliver 00011-00001 


P. 376—James W. Oliver 200000001-11001 
P. 376—John G. Oliver 000001- 
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P.376—Martha Oliver  00011-00101001 
P. 376-——William W. Oliver (Doct.) 


00001 1-00000 
Montgomery County 
P, 23— Freeman Oliver 21001-11 
P. 23— Thomas Oliver 00111001-001 
Nansemond County 
P. 30— Oliver, of Ash 
P. 23—Calvin Oliver 20001-00001 
P. 27—-Catherine Oliver 11-00001 
P. 38—Charles Oliver 10001-10011 
P. 20—James Oliver 00001-021011 
P.40—Armistead Olvier 101001-200002 
Nelson County 
P. 70—Martha Oliver 0001-0011001 
Nottoway County 
P. 275—Asa Oliver 011111-010101 
P. 273—George W. Oliver 1000001-00101 


P. 278—Isaac Oliver 
P, 271—John Oliver 


0001000 1-00000001 


00000000 1-00000001 
P. 273—John B. Oliver 000 1001-000 
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Accomack County 

Sally Oliver, 39, VA, p. 79 

William W. Oliver 37, Catherine 23, Betsy 
11, Juliet 10, Margaret W. 8, Victoria 4, 
VA VA, p. 112 


Albemarle County 

Henry Olliver 49, Elizabeth D. 50, Samuel 
W. 28, Lucy A. 14, William 12, Mary J. 
10, John H. 8, VA VA, p. 267 


Alleghany County 

James Oliver 33, Charlott 32, Amanda E. 
11, Charles H. 10, Mary J.7, Josiah 5, 
William A. 1/12, VA VA, p. I 

John Oliver 25, VA, p. 31 

Lucy Oliver, 74, VA, p.3 


Ohio County 
P. 30—John P. Oliver 102001-10001 
P. 3!—Tobias Oliver 00001-0001 
Pittsylvania County 
P. [43—Wilson Oliver 

100000 1-01 1001001 
P. 143—Yancy Oliver 0010001-110001 
Prince George County 
P. 252— Warner L. Oliver 100011-04001 
Randolph County 
P. 261—John Oliver 1213001-121 


Roanoke County 
P, 222—Charles Oliver 
10000100 1-20001001 


P. 233— Matilda Oliver 00001-1001003 
Spotsylvania County 

P. 161—Henry Oliver —002000001-100001 
P. 170—Mary Oliver 0011-0222001 
P. 170—Nelly Oliver 1-100001 
Warren County 

P. 179—Daniel Oliver 01001001-1012001 
P. 175—Mason Oliver 121001-110001 
P. 189—Westley Oliver 110001-111 


Appomattox County 

Randolph Oliver 30, Roxanna 28, James 
12, Mary A.E. 8, George W. 3, Benjamin 
T.1, VA VA, p. 190 


Augusta County 
Ambrose Oliver 18, VA, p. 313 
Virginia Oliver 3, VA, p. 317 


Barbour County 

John Oliver 54, Elizabeth 52, Joseph 25, 
Davidson 21, Charles 19, Lucy 16, 
Frances 9, Elizabeth 6, VA VA, p. 11 


Bedford County 

Eliza Oliver 55, Newton 22, James W. 20, 
VA VA, p. 156 

John R. Oliver 31, Jenette 31, F. Ann 9, 
James H. 5, E. J. (f) 3, J.W.(m) 8/12, VA 
VA, p. 155 

Washington Oliver, 25, VA, p. 200 
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Botetourt County 

Charles H. Oliver 22, Sally 30, Mary E. 2, 
William W. 32, VA VA, p. 67 

Dan’ Oliver 22, Elizabeth 19, VA VA, p. 67 

James C. Oliver 53, Elizabeth 56, Frances 
56, VA VA, p. 67 


Buckingham County 

Hezekiah Oliver 50, Frances 45, Rebecca A. 
18, John 14, Jane F. 12, Nancy 11, 
Emaline 10, Montallow 9 (f), Judith L. 2, 
VA VA, p. 364 

James Oliver 25, VA, p. 370 

James S. Oliver 28, VA, p. 396 

John Oliver 46, Martha 43, Mary 16, 
William 14, Robert 11, John 9, Spencer 
6, VA VA, p. 375 

Maurice Oliver 45, Sally 30, Sarah 17, VA 
VA, p. 371 

Polly Oliver 65, Benj. 29, Betsy 24, VA VA, 
p. 401 

Rebecca Oliver 19, VA, p. 370 

William Oliver 57, Lucy C. 48, Drucilla 24, 
Susanna 22, James 21, VA VA, p. 366 

William P. Oliver 44, Jane 28, Helen M. 4, 
Martha 8/12, VA VA, p. 357 


Cabell County 

John Oliver 49, Rebecca 49, John 13, 
Rebecca 8, Griffin 6, George A.J.4, VA 
MD, p. 15 


Campbell County 

Ann Oliver 61, VA, p. 170 

Charles J. Oliver 37, Amanda 30, Malisa 13 
(f), Alonzo 10, Ann A. 8, Charles 3, 
Mary I, VA VA, p. 170 

James Oliver 43, Maria Ann 37, Amanda 
M. 12, Mary E. 10, Richard M. 8, James 
M. 4, Benjamin A. 3/12, VA VA, p. 74 

Joseph Oliver 21, VA, p. 208 

Judith A. Oliver 36, AnnE. 11, VA VA, p. 
151 

Parthene Oliver 29, VA, p. 113 

Pleasant Oliver 36, Martha A. 30, William 
H. 10, James M. 5, George W. 3, Joseph 
L. 3/12, VA VA, p. 88 
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Caroline County 

Elizabeth R. Oliver 44, Lucy G.9, VA VA, 
p. 250 

Marshall Oliver 70, Nancy 75, VA VA, p. 
225 

Martha A. Oliver 43, Warner B. 18, Oscar 
F. 17, Gennetta J. 15, Ann E. 13, Melvin 
S. 12, John J. 10, Maria W.8, VA VA, p. 
230 

Mary Oliver 33, Mildred 60, VA VA, p. 228 

Stephen Oliver 62, Lucinda 48, Elizabeth A. 
16, Robert B. 14, Jane F. 9, William J. 7, 
VAVA, p. 256 


Charlotte County 
James W. Oliver 28, Rebecca 20, VA VA, p. 
tS 


Chesterfield County 
Jane C. Oliver 56, VA, p. 143 


Clarke County 

Mason Olliver 44, Louisa 42, Cornelius 12 
(m), William 9, Daniel 6, Martha J. 3, 
Mary J. 17, VAVA, p. 171 


Cumberland County 

Eveline Oliver 25, Frances 6, Sandy 5(m), 
VAVA, p. 299 

Philip S. Oliver 27, VA, p. 321 


Dinwiddie County 

Martha Oliver 30, VA, p. 482 

Warren Olivia 47, Frances 43, Viney 19, 
Ann 18, Louisa 15, Elizabeth 12, Warren 
10, George 7, Fielden 6, VA VA, p. 401 


Essex County 
William Oliver 16, Franklin 12, VA VA, p. 
104 


Fairfax County 

Cornelius Oliver 63, Francis 56, Maranda 
L. 18, NY VA, p. 177 

Eli E. Oliver 34, Amelia A. 29, Mary M. 7, 
Lewis E. 3, VA VA, p. 128 

James Oliver Sr. 62, Aaron 31 (m), 
Cornelius 21 (m), Octavia 13, VA VA, p. 
131 

Stanton Oliver 27, Maria 26, Mary E. 2, 
Eugine 6/12(f), VA VA, p. 184 
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Fauquier County 

Charles A. Oliver 35, Susan G. 26, Ann E. 9, 
Susan A. 6, Eleanor R. 4, Joseph D.S. 1, 
Ann Brown 71, VA VA, p. 252 

Clemmy Oliver 38, Ann E. 27, Lorendo F.9 
(m), Mary E. 7, James K.P. 5, Lucinda 
C.4, Thomas M. 2, MarthaA.7/12, VA 
VA, p. 254 

Granville J. Oliver 27, Angeline 18, Gibson 
16, Elizabeth 14, Jno. M. 11, VA VA, p. 
253 

Joel Oliver 60, Mary McDaniel 86, VA VA, 
ps252 

Josias Oliver 82, Mary A. Runner 33, VA 
VA, p. 318 

Josias Oliver 55, Linna41, William F. 19, 
Mary S. 17, Lucritty 15, Josias B. 14, 
Phleming R. 12, Virginia9, VA VA, p. 
318 : 

Josiah Oliver 41, Ricey E.39, Mary E. 18, 
Burnond (?) 17(m), Peyton 15(m), 
Virginia 13, Wendon 7 (m), Nathan 3, 
George W. !, VAVA, p. 254 

Lawson Oliver 46, Elizabeth 46, David 18, 
William 14, VA VA, p. 254 

Lemuel T. Oliver 30, Icey M. 20, Willa W. 1, 
VAVA, p. 254 

Nancy Oliver 56, VA, p. 254 

Reeson H. Oliver 39, Milicent 35, Margaret 
O.6, Mary A.4, VA MD, p. 315 

Richard T. Olliver 38, Susan E. 23, 
Wellington | (m), VA VA, p. 328 


Giles County 
Hannah Oliver 8, VA, p. 395 


Gloucester County 

Elizabeth Oliver 43, VA, p.71 

Elizabeth Oliver 21, VA, p. 90 

Margarett Olivier 45, VA, p. 43 

Reganll Oliver 39, Mildred 45, Washington 
J.T. 20, Thomas A.J. 17, Benjamin F. 
14, James W. 2, VA VA, p. 89 

Richard Oliver 22, NY, p. 94 

Thomas Oliver 45, Catherine 36, Susanna 
15, Eliza L. 8, Robert 6, Virginia A. 
3/12, VA VA, p. 92 


Thomas L. Oliver 36, Lucy A. 30, Rosa J. 8, 
Lucy L. 6, Mary C. 4, Thomas C.1, VA 
VA, p. 87 


Greenbrier County 
Brooknel Oliver 48, VA, p. 288 


Greene County 

Eli Oliver 40, Sarah Ham 75, Frances Ham 
60, Martha Oliver 35, Benjamin 13, 
Samuel 10, Willis 8, Mary 6, Thomas 4, 
William 2, VA VA, p. 370 

Willis Oliver 36, VA, p. 369 


Halifax County 

Beven Oliver 46, Permelia 45, Calvin 19, 
Charles 17, William 16, Lindsay 14, 
Mary 12, Sarah 10, Nicholas 8, Beven 6, 
Prudence 5, Thomas 2, VA VA, p. 131 

Elizabeth Oliver 55, Richard E. 22, 
Alexander B. 12, VA VA, p. 113 

Elizabeth C. Oliver 61, William 32, Charles 
T. 23, Ann 18, Isaac 15, Elizabeth 2, 
John J. 6/12, VA VA, p. 136 

Harrison M. Oliver 40, Mary B. 34, Martha 
E. 12, William T. 11, Patience A. 9, John 
J.5, Richard H. 1, VA VA, p. 52 

Josiah Oliver 49, Nicey 31, Robert P. 16, 
Reuben M. 12, Josiah H. 10, Richard W. 
8, John M. 5, VA VA, p. 136 

Nancy Oliver 57, Lucy 26, Harriet 24, 
Elizabeth 22, Sarah 20, VA VA, p. 126 

Robert Oliver 22, Sarah 18, VA VA, p. 126 

Sarah Oliver 48, Adaline 20, Caroline 15, 
Cornelius 13, VA VA, p. 126 

Wilson Oliver 50, Sarah A. 38, Caroline V. 
16, Alphrus W. 14, Susan A. 12, Elisha 
D.9(m), Harriett G. 7, George Y.5, 
Eliza D. 1, VA VA, p. 64 


Hanover County 

Reuben Oliver 40, Emily W. 28, Jno. E.9, 
Mary L. 6, Lucy F. 5, Reuben G. 2, 
Sarah W. 2/12, VA VA, p. 406 


Henrico County 

Abigal H. Oliver 60, VA, p. 425 

Hiram Oliver 35, Caranda 32, VA VA, p. 
473 

Isaac A. Oliver 25, Elizabeth 21, William F. 
5, VA VA, p. 282 
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Robert W. Oliver 18, VA, p. 349 
William Oliver 35, VA, p.524 


Jefferson County 
James Oliver 3, VA, p. 402 
John Oliver 19, VA, p. 365 


Kanawha County 

Lucinda Oliver 64, Benjamin F, 28, Thomas 
A. 23, VA VA, p. 50 

Nat Oliver 30, VA, p. 146 


King & Queen County 

John L. Oliver 30, Franklin 7, John L. 5, 
Logan 2, Ambrose 25, VA VA, p. 151 

Susan Oliver 35, VA, p. 149 

William H. Oliver 36, Eliza 25, Theodore 3, 
William H. 2, VA VA, p. 156 


Lancaster County 

John D. Oliver 44, VA, p. 284 

Matthew Oliver 58, Mary 54, George H. 29, 
Benjamin W. 25, Elias U.17, VA VA, p. 
284 

Tho. R. M. Oliver 30, Ann 19, Nancy 
Briscoe 53, VA VA, p. 284 


Lee County 
Amos Oliver 34, Ann 29, James 4, Mary J. 
3, Daniel 2, William 6, VA VA, p. 405 


Lewis County 
George Oliver 22, VA, p. 106 
Jas. (Jos) Oliver 28, Jane 29, VA VA, p. 199 


Louisa County 

George H. Oliver 38, Elizabeth E. 35, 
William S. 7, James D. 5, Susan E. 4, 
George 2, Infant (m) 6/12, VA VA, p. 
413 

Susan Oliver 75, VA, p. 425 


Lunenburg County 
Alex! Oliver 38, Harriett C. 29, William A. 
9, Mary E.7, VAVA, p.9 


Marshall County 

Tobias Oliver 38, Margartt 36, William 10, 
Sarah C. 8, James M. 3, Henry Clay 1, 
VA VA, p. 359 


Mason County 
Charles Oliver 27, Mary M. 20, Columbus 
2, George W. 6/12, OH VA, p. 379 
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Charles Oliver 20, VA, p. 396 

Elizabeth Oliver 17, Andrew 22, VA VA, p. 
363 

George Oliver 43, Harriett 40, Philip 17, 
Thomas 13, Mary 9, Susan 6, Nehemiah 
3, VAVA, p. 411 

Leonard Oliver 45, Amanda 21, Joseph 18, 
Daniel 16, Mary 14, Eliza 12, David 10, 
John 8, VA VA, p. 408 

Mary A. Oliver 19, VA, p. 363 

Rebecca Oliver 50, VA, p. 392 

Thomas Oliver 44, Lavina 40, Michael 15, 
Margaret A. 11, Sarah A.7, Nancy 4, 
VAVA, p. 394 

William Oliver 37, Lucy J. 40, Sarah F. 9, 
Benjamin 7, John W.5, Thomas D. 3, 
VANY, p. 373 


Mathews County 
Rachel Oliver 42, VA, p. 13 
William H. Oliver 14, VA, p. 31 


Mecklenburg County 

Alexander Oliver 38, Mary 31, William 12, 
Ann 11, Lucy 6, James 2, VA VA, p. 117 

James Oliver 40, Seniora 38, Sarah 16, 
James 14, John 13, Martha 10, William 
8, Roberta 4, James W. 77, VA VA, p. 141 

James W. 30, Rebecca 28, VA VA, p. 118 

John G. Oliver 40, VA, p. 141 

William W. Oliver (Dr.) 50, VA, p. 141 


Mercer County 

William Oliver 32, Nancy B. 30, Henry T. 8, 
Joseph T. 2, Luallen B. 9/12 (m), James 
20, VA VA, p. 170 


Middlesex County 
Jerry D.R. Oliver 20, VA, p. 205 


Montgomery County 

Freeman Oliver 38, Catherine 32, Thomas 
20, Tobias 14, Mary 13, Jacob 10, Susan 
7,VAVA, p. 44 

Thomas Oliver 66, Esther 45, Sarah E. 11, 
Rebecca 8, Jane A. 6, Susan 5, John R. 
2, VA VA, p. 36 

Thomas Oliver 29, Evaline 29, Ann E. 5, 
Tipton B. 3, VA VA, p. 54 


Nansemond County 

Armistead Oliver 41, Julia A. 22, Louisa 15, 
William 13, Richard 3, VA VA, p. 173 

Charles Oliver 39, Penlope 33, George E. 
10, Augustus 7, VA VA, p. 157 
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Charlotte Oliver 65, VA, p. 178 

Emily Oliver 48, Matthew E. 17, VA VA, p. 
181 

James Oliver 39, Priscilla35, Lucy A. 4, 
Alexina 2, Algenetta 4/12, Richard T. 
13, VAVA, p. 178 

John Oliver 24, Jane 20, VA NC, p. 160 

Sylvester Oliver 42, Mary Eliza 26, 
Alexander 7, Sylvester S. 3, AnnaC. 
8/12, VAVA, p. 131 

William Oliver 15, VA, p. 133 


Nelson County 
Martha Oliver 50, Mary 70, Ann 18, VA 
VA, p. 281 


Nicholas County 
Eliza Oliver 24, VA, p. 385 


Norfolk County 

Charles B. Oliver 29, Sarah 30, Cornelia 4, 
MA VA, p. 13 

Martha A. Oliver 20, VA, p. 71 

Mary Oliver 20, VA, p. 46 

Nancy Oliver 18, VA, p. 159 

Sterling T. Oliver 31, Mary 30, VA VA, p. 20 


Northumberland County 
John Oliver 3, VA, p. 156 
Thomas Oliver 7, VA, p. 156 


Nottoway County 

George W. Oliver, 50, Hannah A. 32, 
Richard W. 10, Micajah J. 8, Mary J. 6, 
Joseph T. 4, Martha B. 2, George W. 
10/12, VA VA, p. 366 

Isaac Oliver 69, Mary A.G. 63, Elizabeth T. 
20, VA VA, p. 385 

John Oliver 60, Priscilla 50, VA VA, p. 387 

John B. Oliver 57, VA, p. 366 


Ohio County 

Caroline Oliver 14, VA, p. 26 

George Oliver 24, Mariah 24, JohnC. 6, 
Isabel 4, Franklin 9/12, MA OH, p. 93 


Pittsylvania County 

Isaac Oliver 28, VA, p. 157 

Yancey Oliver 56, Elizabeth 49, John L. 23, 
Annetta !1, Martha7, VA VA, p. 156 


Preston County 
Andrew Oliver 44, ENG, p. 468 
Martin Oliver 41, IRE, p. 400 


Prince Edward County 

Benjamin Oliver 38, Phebe 28, Mary E. 12, 
James F. 10, Thomas J. 6, Sarah C., 4, 
William 1, VA VA, p. 2 


Putnam County 

James Oliver ,Lucretia ,NewtonH. , 
Mary ,JamesC. ,Madison , 
Albert ,Margaret ,VAVA,p.313 


(No ages listed) 


Roanoke County 

Charles Oliver 73, Lucy 65, VA VA, p. 289 

Sally Oliver 65, Matilda 63, Rebecca61, VA 
VA, p. 289 

Yelverton Oliver 42, Lucy 15, Charles 12, 
Rosatha 10, Yelverton 8, VA VA, p. 289 


Southampton County 

Eliza A. Oliver 36, VA, p. 332 

Thomas Oliver 13, William 11, VA VA, p. 
320 


Spotsylvania County 

Henry Olliver 73, Nancy 50, Susan 14, 
Tallaford 8, VA VA, p. 375 

Inarie (7) Olliver 51 (f), Julia 16, Jane 26, 
Sarah 19, VA VA, p. 409 

Mary Olliver 69, Ellen 38, Mary 34, John 21, 
Richard 14, James 14, Virginia S, 12, 
William 10, Rebecca 6, Chesterfield 3, 
VA VA, p. 376 

Robert Oliver 22, VA, p. 409 


Warren County 

Daniel Oliver 62, Elizabeth 50, Ann E. 20, 
Jas. A. 18, Martha L. 14, VA VA, p. 47 

John Oliver 20, Mason 16, VA VA, p. 56 

Mandly Oliver 45, Alfred 23, John B. 19, 
Jas. W. 17, Eli 14, VA VA, p. 44 

Virginia Oliver 52, VA, p. 52 


Westmoreland County 

Ann Olover 11, William 6, VA VA, p. 327 

Enoch Oliver 45, Eliza 35, George 16, 
William 12, Boynton 10, Thomas 7, VA 
VA, p. 319 


Wood County 

John Oliver 23, Ann 22, America I (f), VA 
VA, p. 167 

William Oliver 65, Hester 57, Robert 15, 
Martin 12, Benjamin 22, James 20, 
Lysander 19, Cassander M. 19, VAVA 
p. 167 
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NORTH CAROLINA CENSUSES 
STATE 1789 


1784-1787 NORTH CAROLINA STATE CENSUS 


The North Carolina General Assembly Act of November 1784 required a State 
Census. However, many of the counties did not comply and of those who did most of 
the returns are incomplete, and some “almost illegible.” First returns were not made 
until 1786 with the remainder in 1787 under threat of punitive fines by the Governor. 
No reports exist for Anson, Beaufort, Bladen, Craven, Cumberland, Dobbs, 
Guilford, Hertford, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Moore, Orange, Randolph, Robeson, 
Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Wake and Wayne Counties. The returns for the 
Olivers found in this census are listed below by county, census page, heads of 
household, white males 21-60, white males under 21 and over 60, and white females 


of every age. 


County 

Bertie (1787) 10 
Duplin (1786) 33 
Granville (1786) 53 
53 

53 

Johnston (1787) 82 
82 

Jones 85 
Northampton 113 
Surry (1786) 143 
147 

Tyrrell (1786) 157 
156 

156 

157 

Wilkes (1787) 18 


Page Head of Household 


Andrew Oliver 
Francis Oliver 
John Oliver 
Mary Oliver 
Peter Oliver 


John Olliver Sr. 
John Olliver Jr. 


John Olliver 
John Olliver 
Ahagay Alifer 
Elijah Oliver 
Alex! Oliver 
Andrew Oliver 
John Oliver 
Joseph Oliver 
Elijah Oliver 
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Caswell County 
P. 83—Douglass Olliver 
P. 83—Stephen Olliver 


Craven County 

P. 131—Joseph Oliver 
P. 130—Samuel Oliver 
P. 132—Soloman Oliver 
P. 132—Thomas Oliver 


Dobbs County 
P. 135—-Anne Oliver 


Duplin County 
P. 190—Francis Oliver 


Males Under 


Males 21-60 21 & Over 60 All Females 


— ee ENDO KEK NE NK OK HS = 
HOON OCOWRWHK PK TON 
DNC KWAIANANNN WWN SC UW 


Granville County 
P. 90—John Oliver 

Tax List ee 
P. 88— Mary Oliver 

Tax List = ees 
P. 90—Peter Olliver pane ene 
P. 88—Widow Oliver 

Tax List ee 


Johnston County 

P. 140—James Oliver 1 
P. 140—John Oliver Jr. 1 
P. 140—John Oliver Senr. 2- 
P. 140—Needham Oliver I 
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P. 140—Thomas Oliver 
P. 140— William Oliver 


Jones County 
P. 143— William Oliver 


Lincoln County 

P. 115--James Oliver 
P. 112—John Oliver 

P. 112—Thomas Oliver 


Mecklenburg County 
P. 159—George Oliver 


Moore County 

P. 44—Aron Oliver 

P. 44— Moses Oliver 
P. 42— William Oliver 
P. 43—Willis Oliver 
P. 43— Willis Oliver 


New Hanover County 
P. 192—John Oliver 


Northampton County 
P. 75—John Oliver 


Onslow County 
P. 195—Benjamin Oliver 


Richmond County 
P. 46—John Oliver 


Robeson County 
P. 50— William Oliver 


Rockingham County 
P. 169—James Oliver 
P. 169—John Oliver 

P. 169— Martha Oliver 
P. 168— William Oliver 


Stokes County 
P. 179—Ahijah Oliver 
P. 179—Gilson Oliver 


Tyrrell County 

P. 32—-Alexander Oliver 
P. 32—Andrew Oliver 

P. 32—Edward Oliver 

P. 32—George Oliver 

P. 32—John Oliver 

P. 32—Joseph Oliver 


Wayne County 
P. 151—Henry Oliver 


Wilkes County 
P. 123—Susana Oliver 
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1-3-3 


0-3-5 
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Bertie County 

P. 66—John Oliver 

P. 66— Malichi Oliver 
P. 66— Martin Oliver 


Buncombe County 
P. 183—Benjamin Oliver 


Craven County 

P. 295— Daniel Oliver 
P. 231—John Oliver 

P. 249—John M. Oliver 
P. 233—Joseph Oliver 
P. 295—Samuel Oliver 
P. 229—Thomas Oliver 


Duplin County 
P. 428—Francis Oliver 


Granville County 
P. 506—John Oliver 
P. 506—Mary Oliver 


Johnston County 

P. 746—Henry Oliver 

P. 747—Henry Oliver Jr. 
P. 746—John Oliver 

P. 746— Mitchell Oliver 
P. 746—Needham Oliver 
P. 747—Stephen Oliver 


Lincoln County 

P. 826—George Oliver 
P. 849—John Oliver 

P. 886—Thomas Oliver 


Mecklenburg County 

P. 602— Andrew Oliver 
P. 602— Andrew Oliver 
P. 602— William Oliver 


Montgomery County 
P. 480— Moses Oliver 


Moore County 
P. 67— Willis Oliver Jr. 
P. 67— Willis Oliver Sr. 


11010-40110 
10020-00100 
00010-20010 


02010-11010 


10100-00100 
00100-01000 
01001-00010 
00100-10000 
10010-00100 
11001-02010 


01201-22101 


20110-01010 
00000-00001 


01101-00011 
00010-10010 
21110-00100 
00100-00001 
20010-11010 
10010-10100 


22010-31110 
20010-00100 
10100-20010 


01010-21010 
01010-02010 
10010-10010 


10010-20100 


32010-00010 
11101-10101 
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New Hanover County 
P. 3—Peter Oliver 


Northampton County 
P. 465—John Oliver 


Onslow County 
P. 178—Benjamin Oliver 
P. 174—James Oliver 


Person County 
P, 207—Stephen Oliver 


Richmond County 
P. 255—John Oliver 
P. 255—John Big Oliver 


Rockingham County 

P. 484— Abraham Oliver 
P. 463—James Oliver 

P. 473—James Oliver 

P. 484— Martha Oliver 
P. 483— Peter Oliver 

P. 483— William Oliver 


Rowan County 
P. 444— John Oliver 


Stokes County 
P. 566— William Oliver 


Surry County 
P. 681—Abijah Oliver 
P. 681—Elijah Oliver 


Rutherford County 
P. 134—John Oliver 


Tyrrell County 
P. 672—Edward Oliver 
P. 672—Joseph Oliver 


Washington County 
P. 708—Alexander Oliver 
P. 708— Andrew Oliver 


Wayne County 
P. 872—Henry Oliver 
P. 872— James Oliver 


Wilkes County 
P. 56—Susannah Oliver 


00100-00000 


12201-11001 


20110-41010 
20022-10100 


12501-00001 


11411-11120 
30101-02010 


00100-00100 
01010-32010 
30010-20100 
00200-02001 
30010-00010 
11010-20010 


00010-00000 


10010-10010 


21101-10100 
00100-00100 


10100-10100 


10010-20010 
20010-13110 


31010-10010 
11010-31010 


00000-00000 
00000-00000 


02000-01002 
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Beaufort County 
P. 397—Benjamin Oliver 


Buncombe County 
P. 293—Benjamin Oliver 


Burke County 
P. 129—Ahijah Oliver 


Carteret County 
P. 184—Daniel Oliver 
P. 170— William Oliver 


Duplin County 
P. 13—Sarah Oliver 


Granville County 
P. 124—John Oliver 


Johnston County 
P.279—Asey Oliver 

P. 274—Demsey Oliver 
P. 283—Henry Oliver 

P, 280—Needham Oliver 
P, 279—Stephen Oliver 
P. 282— Winifred Oliver 


Jones County 

P. 302—James Oliver 
P. 302—John Oliver 

P. 302—John R. Oliver 


Lincoln County 

P. 372—-George Oliver 
P. 365—John Oliver 
P. 350—Tom Oliver 


Mecklenburg County 
P. 477— Andrew Oliver 


Moore County 

P. 57—Moses Oliver 
P. 61—Richard Oliver 
P. 67— Willis Oliver 
P. 67— Willis Oliver 


Northampton County 
P. 74— Everett Olliver 
P. 74— James Olliver Jr. 
P. 74—-James Olliver Sr. 
P. 74—John Olliver 

P. 74— Joseph Olliver 


00001-11001 


00001-11001 


10010-30200 


10010-10010 
10100-00100 


20100-10201 


01201-0010! 


00200-00011 
12010-31010 
20010-10010 
00110-31110 
21010-21010 
10000-10010 


00010-00000 
00100-00101 
20100-01010 


10301-42010 
00110-00010 
11001-20010 


00101-20110 


10010-01000 
10010-20010 
13101-10010 
11111-10010 


00100-30010 
10100-10100 
10010-30010 
00101-00101 
10100-10200 
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Onslow County 
P. 107—Mallica Olliver 


Person County 
P. 704—Stephen Oliver 


Richmond County 
P. 207— Alexander Oliver 


Robeson County 
P. 231 —John Oliver 
P. 239—John Oliver 


Rockingham County 

P. 3— Abraham Oliver 
P. 5—Isaac Oliver 

P. 6-—~James Oliver 

P. 12—John Elias Oliver 
P. 7— Martha Oliver 

P. 2—Peter Oliver 

P. 1!—William Oliver 


Rutherford County 
P. 125—John Oliver 
P. 125— William Oliver 


Stokes County 
P. 127— William Olliver 


Surry County 
P. 183—Elijah Olliver 
P. 184—Thomas Oliver 


Washington County 

P. 779— Alexander Oliver 
P. 779— Andrew Oliver 
P. 796— Joseph Oliver 


Warren County 
P. 181—Tomas Olliver 


01010-10000 


00531-00000 


00010-20100 


00001-00002 
20100-00200 


30010-10010 
10010-20010 
00101-02101 
32001-00010 
00010-00101 
12110-31010 
00110-01110 


11001-11010 
00100-10100 


23010-21100 


00201-00010 
00100-10100 


21101-21010 
00201-02001 
01001-00301 


31210-20010 
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Ashe County 
P. 26—Plesent Oliver 


Beaufort County 
P. 32—Nathaniel Oliver 


Bladen County 
P. 24—Charles Oliver 


300010-21010 


0000 10-00100 


100010-00100 
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Burke County 
P. 46—Thomas Oliver 0000 10-20010 
Buncombe County 
P. 43—Bengeman Olliver 000011-00011 
Carteret County 
P. 8—Daniel Oliver 000001-10100 
P.25—William W. Oliver  310010-10010 
Caswell County 
P.37—John J. Oliver 100210-01200 
Craven County 
P.8—John Oliver(Master) 000100-01100 
P. 29—John Oliver 010001-20010 
P. 3—John M. Oliver 000101-00001 
P. 29—Joseph Oliver 010010-30100 
P. 24—Nancey Oliver 000000-00101 
P. 12—Richard P. Oliver 000001-10001 
P. 10—Samuel Oliver 110001-01001 
P. 29—Samuel Oliver 110110-20010 
P. 29—Susannah Oliver 000000-01001 
Cumberland County 
P. 3—Dempsey Oliver 010001-13001 
Duplin County 
P. 29—John Oliver 1001 10-00100 
P. 16—Sarah Oliver 001000-01011 
Edgecombe County 
P. 13—Ambrose Oliver 000100-00010 
Granville County 
P. 33—Francis Oliver 000010-20100 
P. 32—Jno. Oliver Esq. 

“Given in by son” 


P. 33—Jno. Oliver Jr. 


Johnston County 

P. 16—Diner Oliver 

P. 46—Needham Oliver 
P. 46—Stephen Oliver 
P. 47— William Oliver 


Jones County 
P. 17—James Oliver 
P. 5—John R. Oliver 


Lincoln County 
P. 43—George Oliver Jr. 
P. 43—George Oliver Sr. 


001101-10101 


100000-10110 
10001 1-22001 
310101-11210 
300020-0001 1 


210010-10110 
200010-00010 


0000 10-10100 
100001-01001 
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P. 49—John Oliver 
P. 90—Thomas Oliver 
P. 41—William Oliver 


Mecklenburg County 
P. 72—Andrew Oliver 
P. 72—Thomas Oliver 


Moore County 

P. 304—James Oliver 
P. 307—John Oliver 

P. 300— Moses Oliver 
P. 301—Richard Oliver 
P. 303—Reuben Oliver 
P. 307— William Oliver 
P. 303—__?____ Ollliver 


Northampton County 
P. 32—-Everitt Olover 
P. 32—James Olover Jr. 
P. 32—James Olover Sr. 
P. 32—Joseph Olover 
P. 32— William Oliver 


Onslow County 
P. 14—Mrs. Oliver 
P. 28—Lem T. Oluver 


Person County 
P. 30—Durrot Olliver 


P. 30—Stephen Olliver Sr. 


P. 30— William Oliiver 


Richmond County 
P. 26—Alexander Oliver 


Rockingham County 

P. 28—Abraham Oliver 
P. 53—Elias Oliver 

P. 1—James Oliver 

P. 2—Jesse Oliver 

P. 1—Peter Oliver 

P. 23— William Oliver 
P. 41—William Oliver 


Surry County 
P. 21—Betsy Oliver 
P. 30—William Oliver 


Wake County [Tax List] 
Abel Oliver 
Asa Oliver 


100010-10100 
010101-00101 
100010-30010 


00000 1-01000 
000010-00000 


000100-10100 


111101-31010 
200010-11101 
0000 10-20010 
000101-00001 
001001-00100 


000001-02101 
300010-31010 
010001-21001 
310110-20110 
101110-10010 


000000-10101 
010010-00301 


300010-10010 
000151-00010 
100010-30010 


400010-02010 


211210-21010 
011301-00110 
001101-00301 
300001-10100 
211201-12210 
00000 1-00001 
000010-30101 


100000-10010 
300100-10100 


Howell Oliver 
Isaac Oliver 
James Oliver 
John Oliver 
Mathew Oliver 
Merrell Oliver 
Mitchell Oliver 
Southwood Oliver 
William Oliver 


William Oliver Sen. 


Washington County 

P. 12—Alexander Oliver 
P. 9— Andrew Oliver 

P. 8—Daniel Oliver 

P. 15—Elias Oliver 

P. 8—Lemuel Oliver 


120001-21010 
010001-00210 
300010-30010 
300100-00100 
100010-21100 
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Ashe County 
P.15—Pleasant Oliver 0121001-0020001 
Bertie County 
P. 347—Allen Oliver 00001-00000 
Bladen County 
P. 60—Charles Oliver 00010001-000001 
Carteret County 
P. 102—Alice Olliver 001-011001 
Caswell County 
P. 291—Crison J. Oliver 00001-00001 
P. 304—Daniel Oliver 102000001-021001 
P.262—John J. Oliver  00100002-000001 
P. 307—Laney Oliver 10000 1-000001 
P. 263— Willis Oliver 

00000000 1-000000000 1 
Chatham County 
P. 428—Lydia Oliver 1-01002 


P. 431—Thomas Oliver 


1100001-331101 


Craven County 

P. 128—Joseph Oliver 2000001-031101 

P. 98—Richard P. Oliver 
0000000 1-00 10000001 

P. 128—Samuel Oliver 20001-01211 

Cumberland County 

P. 61—Dempsy Oliver 00000000 1-000 

Duplin County 

P. 152—Benjamin Oliver 00002-10101 
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P. 179—John Oliver 101001-200001 
P. 152-—Sarah Oliver 001-0000100001 
Johnston County 

P. 111—Cullen Oliver 00001-0001 
P. 111—James Oliver 00001-10000! 
P. 111—Levi Oliver 210001-10002 
P. 111—Lewis Oliver 201001-0001 
P. 111—McKinne Oliver 110001-11001 
P. 111—Needham Oliver 00110001-000 
P. 111—Stephen Oliver 


001010101-00112101 


P. 110—Stephen Oliver 0011011-00111201 
P. 111—Thomas Oliver 00001-0001 
P. 111—William Oliver 0120002-11001 
Jones County 
P.135—JamesG. Oliver 011001-310001 
P. 139—JohnR. Oliver 0010001-0000001 
P. 142—John Oliver 100001-00001 
Lincoln County 
P. 188—George Oliver 
000010000 1-010020001 

P.217—-William Oliver 0010001-021101 
Macon County 
P. 12—Benjamin Oliver 

000000 100 1-0000000001 
P. 21—Joseph Oliver 01001-10001 
Mecklenburg County 
P.332—Thomas Oliver —1000001-220011 
Montgomery County 
P. 48— William B. Oliver 010001-20001 


Moore County 

P. 471 —Aaron Oliver 
P. 470— Alfred Oliver 
P. 470— David Oliver 
P. 470—Reuben Oliver 


10000 1-1220010101 
1010011001-13001 
20001-00001 
000001-21101 


New Hanover County 
P. 153—David Oliver 1100101-000001 
P. 143—J. B. Oliver 0001100001-0001 


Northampton County 
P. 122—Everett Oliver 00000001-00002001 
P. 123—James Oliver 2130001-1111001 


477 


Onslow County 

P.212—John Oliver 0111001-11010100001 
P. 237—Lewis T. Oliver 00001 1-12002 
Person County 

P. 23—Bivin M. Oliver 00001-00001 


P. 23—John Oliver 

000010201-0000100000! 
P. 24—Reubin Oliver 3000001-01001 
P. 15—Rite Oliver 1100001-111001 
P. 23—Robert Oliver 0000000 1-00001 
P. 15—William Oliver 01000001-1120002 


Richmond County 
P. 203—Richard Oliver 2100101-10012001 


Rockingham County 
P. 326— Abraham Oliver 
00110001-00110001 
P. 299—Elias Oliver 
No numbers 
P. 324— Elijah Oliver 
P. 324—- James Oliver 
0000010001-00001 1001 
21120001-121001 
10110001-00102001 
101001-31001 
011001-202101 


10001-10001 


P. 325—Jesse Oliver 
P. 324— Peter Oliver 
P. 324—-Samuel Oliver 
P. 297— William Oliver 
P. 328— William Oliver Sr. 


00000000 I -00000000 1 
Rutherford County 
P. 501—Mary Oliver 001-0000101 
Surry County 
P. 144—Agnes Oliver 001-100201 
P. 154—David Oliver 210001-101001 
P. 144—Joseph Oliver 11001-000001 
Wake County 
P. 460—Hardy Oliver 00001-00000 
P. 460—Isaac Oliver 001000 1-0002 
P. 452—Isham Oliver Jr. {00001-10001 
P. 452—Isham Oliver Sr. 

0002101-0000101 

Washington County 
P. 556—Ann Oliver 012-100001 
P. 557—Daniel Oliver 0210001-11011 
P. 557—Elizabeth Oliver 11-1110001 


P. 566—Fredrick Oliver 
P. 557—Nathan Oliver 


100001-100001 
00001-00001 
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Wilkes County 

P. 358—Jesse Olliver 

P. 371— William Olliver 
01001001-0101001 


10001-10001 
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Ashe County 
P. 2—James Oliver 00001-20001 
P. 20—John Oliver 00001-20001 
P. [3—Pleasant Oliver 

01010001-00001101 
Beaufort County 
P. 265—Louisa Olliver 0001-001001 
Bladen County 
P. 195—Charles Oliver 

0000000 1-0000001 

Cabarrus County 
P. 19—McClure Oliver 0100001-01 
Carteret County 
P. 76—Alice Oliver 02-0001001 
Caswell County 
P. 114—Durrett Oliver 

011010001-0101101 
P. 127—Nancy Oliver 0220-020001 
Craven County 
P. 54—John M. Oliver 100001-10003 
P.59—Samuel Oliver 001000001-000211 
P. 71—Sarah Oliver 0000001-? 
Cumberland County 
P. 296—Polly Oliver 000-111012 


Davidson County 


P. 285—Thomas Oliver 0110001-1310001 


Duplin County 
P. 158—Benjamin Oliver 110001-011011 
P. 153—John Oliver 00101001-0202001 
Edgecombe County 
P. 9—Bronson Oliver 

No figures 
Guilford County 
P. 307—Allen Oliver 21001-00001 


Iredell County 
P. 219—Mathias Oliver 110001-210011 
Johnston County 
P, 277—Asa Oliver 0000000 1-000 
P. 243—Levy Oliver 0020101-0301101 
P. 243—John Oliver 001-00000 
P. 256—Lewis Oliver 1210001-100001 
P. 252—Mary Oliver 00001-10000111 
P.257—McKinna Oliver 011001-011101 
P. 243—Needham Oliver 
000000000 1 -0000000001 
P. 257—Thomas Oliver 310001-120001 
P, 252— William Oliver 01001-20001 
P. 277— William Oliver 20000001-1211001 
P. 264— William Oliver 00000 1-00000 
P. 243— William H. Oliver 00001-10001 
Jones County 
P. 288—John Oliver 0010001-220001 
P. 284-——John R. Oliver 
0000200 1-00000000! 
Lincoln County 
P. 133—George Oliver 
1000000000 1-0001 1 
P. 37—Margaret Oliver 
No figures 
P. 133—P. Oliver 00000 1-000001 
P. 115—Pleasant Oliver 00000 1-0001 
Macon County 
P. 151—Rachel Oliver 001-001001001 
Mecklenburg County 
P.317—Mrs. Jane Oliver 00101-111201 


Montgomery County 
P. 238— William B. Oliver 
0001101-2210011 


Moore County 
P. 199—David Oliver 
P. 20! —Moses Oliver Sr. 
000110001-00011001 
01000001-0221011 
1100001-011001 


0110001-121001 


P. 199—Reuben Oliver 
P. 199— William Oliver 
P. 186— William Oliver 

11000000 1-212001 


Northampton County 
P. 94—-James Oliver 
01000000 1-000000001 
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Onslow County 

P. 139—Enoch M. Oliver 10001-31001 
P. 139—Eramus H. Oliver 01001-00001 
P. 136—John Oliver Sr. 001001-0020001 
P. 136—John Oliver 01001-100001 
P. 139—Joseph Oliver 00001-20001 


Person County 
P. 295—Robert Oliver 000000001-0000001 
P. 288— William Oliver 


00010002-0121 1002 
Randolph County 
P. 61—John Olliver 1000000 1-00001 
Richmond County 
P. 257—John Oliver 20001-00001 
P. 245—Richard Oliver 20001-21001 
P. 242—Sara Oliver 1-01101 
Robeson County 
P. 204—John Oliver 01021001-0110102 
P. 204— William Oliver 00001-21001 
Rockingham County 
P. 126—Elijah Oliver 201001-310001 
P, 139—Jesse Oliver 0001 1001-1000001 
P. 157—Nath’11 Oliver 220001-01000101 
P.139—Peter Oliver 02010001-00001001 
P. 139—S. Oliver 030000 1-202101 
P. 139—Susan Oliver  00001-0000010001 
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Alexander County 

William Oliver 42, Mary 40, America 19, 
Amanda 17, John 16, William 12, Eliza 
10, Nancy 8, James 3, Jefferson 1, NC 
VA, p. 135 


Ashe County 

James Ollaver 39, Catharine 30, Polly 10, 
Nancy 9, William 6, George 4, Elizabeth 
7/12, NCNC, p. 184 

James Ollaver 26, Aley 21, NC NC, p. 147 

John Ollaver 36, Elizabeth 34, Caroline 14, 
Mary 12, Charly 8 (f), Clarisa 4, George 
M.1,NCNC, p. 72 
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Wake County 

P. 151—Asa Ollive 00210001-1211001 
P. 150—Daniel Olllive 000001- 
P. 149—Eli Olive 1000001-201001 
P. 163—Hardy Olliver 000001-00001 
P. 163—Isaac Olliver Jr. 00000 1-000001 


P. 163—Isaac Olliver Sr. 01001001-0000001 


P. 173—Isham Olliver 1110001-011002 
P. 150—James S. Ollive 00000 1-10001 
P. 149— Matthew Ollive 
0012000 1-00000001 

P. 148—Merrill Ollive 00101-00001001 
P. 150— William Ollive 00000 1-20001 
Washington County 
P. 17—Andrew Oliver 00001-10001001 
P. 18—Daniel Oliver 02120001-001002 
P. 16—Elizabeth Oliver 0001-0000 1001 
P. 18—Hezekiah Oliver 10001-0001 
P. 18—Nathan Oliver 010001-200001 
Wayne County 
P. 218—Needham Oliver 10001-00101 
Wilkes County 
P. 55—Jesse Oliver 2010001-02101 
P. 55—Joseph Oliver 001101-0200001 
P. 57— William Oliver Jr. 110001-02001 
P. 99— William Olliver 

00010000 1-00100001 
Yancey County 
P.284—Solomon Oliver 210101-0222001 


Pleasant Oliver 67, Polly Ollaver 67, George 
27, A. J. 19, NC NC, p. 113 


Beaufort County 

Julia Oliver 50, NC, p. 378 

Louisa A. Oliver 51, NC, p. 338 

Lucinda Oliver 15, Wiley 9, NC NC, p. 380 


Bladen County 

Charles Oliver 63, Sarah 55, Sarah 14, NC 
NC, p. 101 

John H. Oliver 34, Edith 34, William H. 1, 
NCNC, p. 102 

Polly Oliver 24, NC, p. 119 
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Burke County 

Bartholomew Oliver 33, Nancy 32, May 10, 
Julia8, NC NC, p. 305 

John Oliver 27, NC, p. 397 


Caswell County 

Durret Oliver 75, Matilda 58, John 18, 
Caroline 17, VA NC, p. 179 

Iverson Oliver 24, Monroe 16, NC NC, p. 
213 

Lindsey Oliver 34, Martha A. 26, James T. 7, 
NCNC, p. 179 


Craven County 

John M. Oliver 44, Ann 32, John 12, 
Thomas 7, Elizabeth 4, NC NC, p. 283 

Mary Oliver 34, NC, p. 299 

Samuel Oliver 35, Elizabeth 60, Susan 32, 
William H. 20, NC NC, p. 304 

Susan J. Oliver 30, Mary R. 12, NCNC, p. 
299 


Cumberland County 

Charles C. Oliver 20, NC, p. 137 
Margaret Oliver 22, NC, p. 141 
Maria J. Oliver 17, NC, p. 101 


Davidson County 

Alexander Oliver 40, Lucinda 41, John F. 
14, Bassell N. 11, Milton 9, Gray 5, 
Martha J. 3, Abigail 1, NC NC, p. 368 

Julian Olliver 19, NC, p. 223 

Minerva J. Olliver, NC, p. 233 


Duplin County 

Benjamin Oliver 47, Ann J.50, James F. 18, 
Margaret A. 16, John R. 13, Joseph B. 9, 
NCNC, p. 13 


Gaston County 

Harriet Oliver 48, William 10, NC NC, p. 
427 

Pleasant Oliver 40, Elmira 28, Washington 
9, George Leo 7, Levenia 4, Mary E. 2, 
NCNC, p. 419 


Guilford County 

Allen Oliver 38, Mariah 37, William W. 16, 
Abram 14, Pinckney 12, Mary E. 9, 
Morris S. 7, Robert A. 4, Jeremiah 2, 
Furina 1, NCNC, p. 401 


Keziah Oliver 40, William 13, Nancy 11, 
Nathaniel 7, NC NC, p. 452 
William Oliver 16, NC, p. 391 


Halifax County 
James P. Oliver 40, NC, p. 16 


Haywood County 
Margaret Oliver 27, NC, p. 205 


Johnston County 

Asa Oliver 74, NC, p. 55 

Asa Oliver 70, NC, p. 100 

Berry Olliver 17, Edith 16, Evaline 9, NC 
NC, p. 102 

Edwin Oliver 22, NC, p. 55 

John T. Oliver 8, NC, p. 102 

Levi Oliver 55, Barsheba 50, Sarah 27, 
Needham 23, Apsilla 20 (f), Anna M. 
(Minerva) 20, Zilpah 17 (f), NC NC, p. 
100 

Lewis Olliver 50, Polly 45, Stephen G. 20, 
Lewis B. 17, John U. 15, Irvin R. 13, 
Zilpah J. 10(f), Ire A. 7(m), NC NC, p. 3 

McKinney Oliver 55, Elizabeth 40, Sally 25, 
Mary 22, Phillip 20, Nancy 18, NC NC, 
p. 101 

R. A. Oliver 27, Gatsey 30, James 3, George 
1, NCNC, p. 100 

Thomas Oliver 11, NC, p. 103 

William Oliver 65, Sarah 50, Mary 17, Edith 
15, Woodard 13, Lucretia 11, Asa9, 
Cherry 7, Westley 5, NC NC, p. 52 & 100 

William B. Oliver 25, NC, p. 100 

William H. Oliver 33, Hulda 36, Mary 10, 
Hulda9, Melvina 8, Elizabeth 7, John 6, 
Sarah 5, Embry 4, Naomi 3, William 1, 
NCNC, p. 52 & 100 


Jones County 

John Oliver 51, Penelope B. 45, Harriet 15, 
Penelope B. 10, Joseph J. 8, NC NC, p. 
114 

John R. Oliver 63, Mary 50, Catharine 20, 
NCNC, p. 134 

Joseph P. Oliver 52, Louisa 57, Colista F. 10, 
Margaret 6, James H. 4, Eramus 2, Sarah 
E.5/12, NCNC, p. 118 

William Oliver 34, NC, p. 127 

William Oliver 40, NC, p. 133 
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Macon County 

Dysey Oliver 45, Sery 31, Polly C. 5, William 
T. 1, NCNC, p. 381 

Joseph Oliver 55, Martha35, Pinckney 13, 
John C. 11, Madison P. 9, Sarah A. 7, 
Mahala S, Newton 3, NCNC, p. 354 

Washington Oliver 25, Nancy 24, George N. 
2, James L. 3/12, NC SC, p. 335 


Martin County 
Eveline Oliver 28, NC, p. 427 


McDowell County 

James Oliver 41, Matilda 35, Louisa E. 14, 
William 10, John 8, Elizabeth 5, 
Margaret 3, Charles 1, NC SC, p. 270 


Montgomery County 
Elizabeth Oliver 16, NC, p. 110 


Moore County 

Alfred Oliver 54, Elizabeth 54, NC NC, p. 
201 

David Oliver 48, Nancy 44, John M. 23, 
Malcolm 21, Margaret 18, Elizabeth 16, 
Sarah 13, Nancy G. 10, Marion M. 8, 
David A. 4, Louisa 6/12, NC NC, p. 201 

Nancy Oliver 60, Elizabeth 33, Eleanor 26, 
Moses 25, VA NC, p. 197 

Reuben Oliver 56, Elizabeth 50, Dicy 26, 
Sepnthia 24, June 22, Delilah 18, James 
H. 11, NCNC, p. 198 

William Olliver 67, Nancy 48, Margaret 25, 
Sarah 23, Mary 22, John 21, Nancy 17, 
Willis 14, Catharine 11, Alfred C. 7, NC 
NC, p. 200 


Northampton County 
James Oliver 70, NC, p. 10 
James Olliver 16, NC, p. 10 
Mary Oliver 18, NC, p. 22 


Onslow County 

Enoch Oliver 43, Hannah 35, Ciddy C. 14, 
Mary E. 10, Hannah M. 8, Daniel O. 7, 
NCNC, p. 105 

Erasmus Oliver 36, Brancy 34, William 16, 
David 9, Emily 3, Sarah Ann 1, NC NC, 
p. 104 

Jackson Oliver 24, Clarissa 23, Isaac 5, 
Nancy 3, Mariah 1, NC NC, p. 105 
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John Oliver 38, Catherine 45, Sarah H. 12, 
Isaac H. 10, Capandry 9 (f), Elizabeth 5, 
John W. 10/12, NC. NC, p. 105 

John Oliver 65, Mary 50, Sena 19, NC NC, 
p. 105 


Pasquotank County 
Andrew Oliver 31, Sophia 34, Fanny 11, NC 
NC, p. 340 


Person County 

Stephen H. Oliver 28, Ermine J. 24, 
Elizabeth 7, NC VA, p. 439 

William Oliver 70, Ester 64, Elizabeth 29, 
Delila 24, Adaline M. 19, John Oliver 65, 
VANC, p. 439 


Richmond County 

Catharine Oliver 32, James 10, Mary 8, 
Frances 6, Sarah S, Effie 3, NC NC, p. 
270 

Mary Oliver 45, NC, p. 289 

Richmond Oliver 70, Catherine 50, Eliza 
Taylor 26, John Oliver 15, NC Scotland, 
p. 271 

Sarah Oliver 37, John 14, NC NC, p. 280 


Robeson County 

Aaron Oliver 37, Margaret A. 20, James P. 
1, NCSC, p. 394 

Alfred Oliver 25, Charity 26, John M. 2, NC 
NC, p. 396 

John Oliver 66, Nancy 60, Mary 35, John 28, 
Adam C. 16, Claudius 7, Augustus 5, 
Lucy 3, Rebecca Jones 22, Esther 
Grantham 56, NC NC, p. 394 

William G. Oliver 39, Civil 30, Susan 15, 
Hellen 12, Harriet 9, John 6, Joseph 4, 
Mary F. 3, William A. 1, NC NC, p. 394 


Rockingham County 

Elijah Oliver 47, Ann 45, Sarah 19, Rachel 
17, Elijah W. 14, Peter 10, Caroline 1, NC 
NC, p. 69 

Frederick Oliver 49, Elizabeth 54, John A. 
16, NCVA, p. 59 

James Oliver 25, Sarah 23, NC NC, p. 60 

Mary Oliver 41, Robert 39, Lucy Sims 37, 
James 28, NC NC, p. 101 

Mary A. Oliver 12, NC, p. 49 

Nancy Oliver 10, NC, p. 64 

Peter Oliver 18, NC, p. 70 

Reuben Oliver 19, NC, p. 67 
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Susan Oliver 84, Susannah Sheppard 20, SC 
NC, p. 60 

William Oliver 84, NC, p. 56 

William W., Oliver 24, NC, p. 92 


Rowan County 
Henry Oliver 19, England, p. 121 


Rutherford County 
Maryan Oliver 74, Mary 42, NC NC, p. 295 


Stokes County 
William Oliver 3, NC, p. 156 


Surry County 

John Oliver 37, Jane 30, Martha J. 5, NC 
NC, p. 311 

Martha Oliver 23, NC, p. 199 

Thomas Oliver 22, NC, p. 192 


Union County 
Ann Oliver 22, Margaret 17, Sarah 14, NC 
NC, p. 1 


Wake County 

H. Oliver 42, C. 30, C. Mason4, NC NC, p. 
181 

J. Oliver Sr. 65, N. 55, W. 16(m), NC NC, p. 
181 

J. Oliver Jr. 32, P.33, NCNC, p. 181 

J. F. Oliver 18, NC, p. 136 

Kate Oliver, 16, NC, p. 284 

Needham J. Oliver 23, NC, p. 265 

P. Oliver 30(f), NC, p. 183 

Thomas M. Oliver 40, A. P.57(f), NC NC, 
p. 276 

Winiford 40(f), NC, p. 257 


Washington County 
Alfred B. Oliver 20, NC, p. 66 


Baley Oliver 25, Elizabeth 22, NC NC, p. 69 

Daniel Oliver 66, Cinderella 49, Dan121, 
Zephil 15(m), Jos. 10, NCC, p. 89 

Durham Oliver 29, Louisa 25, Mary E. 3, 
NCNC, p. 86 

Ellen Oliver 26, NC, p. 74 

Harmon Oliver 29, Eliz. 24, John H.G. 3, 
Buncombe H. 9/12, NC NC, p. 66 

Hezekiah 33, Harriet 30, Henry 12, Harriet 
8, Mary F. 2, Wm. A. 11/12, NC NC, p. 
89 

Isaac Oliver 50, Anna 45, Mary E. 15, 
Joseph 13, Daniel 12, James 7, Ormond 
5, Sarah A. 3, NC NC, p. 65 

Nathan Oliver 40, Eliza 40, Hardy 16, Nancy 
12, David 10, Eliz. 8, Ann E.6, NC NC, 
p. 89 

Susan Oliver 34, Sally 25, Joseph 30, Fanny 
1/12, NCNC, p. 72 


Watauga County 
Henderson Oliver 35, Jane 29, Louisa 5, 
Emaline !, NC NC, p. 120 


Wayne County 
John Oliver 7, NC, p. 159 


Wilkes County 

Jesse Oliver 50, Elizabeth 43, William 23, 
Betty 21, Milly 17, Martha 15, Thomas 
14, James 11, Caroline 9, Mary 6, Nancy 
2, NC VA, p. 341 

Spencer Oliver 23, Nancy 21, Mary 2, Sally 
1, NCNC, p. 345 

William Oliver 77, Milly 66, NC VA, p. 341 


Yancey County 

Solomon Oliver 45, Rezi 19, Jabez 14, 
Marion W. 10, Allison W. 9, Frances 57, 
Rachel E. 15, NC NC, p. 471 
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SOUTH CAROLINA CENSUSES 
STATE 1788 


1790 SOUTH CAROLINA CENSUS 


County or 
District 


27 
31 
31 
31 
31 
43 
46 
55 
60 
66 
70 
95 
95 
83 
84 
83 
83 
82 
82 
88 
88 


Camden Dist. 
Charleston 


Cheraw Dist. 
Georgetown 
Ninety-Six 


Orangeburg 


Pendleton 


Spartanburg 


Page Head of Household 


James Oliver 
Jas. Ollavor 
John Ollavor 
Petter Ollavor 
Stephen Ollavor 
James Oliver 
William Oliver 
Resha Oliver 
James Olliver 
John Oliver 
Elijah Ollivor 
Peter Oliver 
Thomas Oliver 
Alex! Oliver 
Benjamin Oliver 
Elijah Oliver 
Elizabeth Oliver 
James Oliver 
John Oliver 
James Oliven 
Obediah Oliven 


1800 SOUTH CAROLINA CENSUS 


Abbeville District 
P. 9—James Oliver 


Charleston County 

P. 97—James Oliver 

P. 108—James Oliver 
P. 70—John Oliver 

P. 70—Peter Oliver 

P. 126— William Oliver 


Darlington County 
P. 124—Francis Oliver 
P. 1 16—Oden Oliver 


Edgefield County 

P. 168—Charles Oliver 

P. 136—Dongsuy Oliver 
P. 134—-Dyonysius Oliver 
P. 186—Jesse Oliver 

P. 156—Uriah Oliver 


32020-20110 


00010-00000 
00100-01010 
11010-00100 
01010-00000 
11000-00010 


02100-01010 
10100-00100 


10010-20010 
00110-00001 
10010-00100 
00010-10100 
10010-10100 


Males Males Under 
21-60 


—=—Une DOW = eB eB NOK NONK DNS HS ee ee 
WCOONOCOCNWWNOC$- CH CORK OCC A 


Liberty County 
P. 785—Rees Oliver 


Pendleton District 

P. 29— Andrew Oliver 
P. 18—Elizabeth Oliver 
P. 18—James Oliver 

P. 17—John Oliver 

P. 17—John Oliver 

P. 18—Joseph Oliver 


Spartanburg County 
P. 175—Jilson Oliver 


Waccamaw County 
P. 763— William Oliver 


21 & Over 60 All Females 


4 


“NW UN OW RN WN AN WYN UW = — WD 


11010-22010 


10100-00101 
00000-00101 
21001-11101 
10100-10100 
30110-20010 
20001-03010 


00101-22001 


30100-10100 
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Abbeville County 
P. 13—John Oliver 
P. 28—John C, Oliver 


12010-30010 
00100-00000 
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(Continued) 
P. 14— William Ollirver 


Charleston County 

P. 203— James Oliver 
P. 204— James Oliver 
P. 157—Joseph Oliver 
P. 203—L. Oliver 


Chesterfield County 
P. 287—Alexander Oliver 


Darlington County 
P. 19—Elizabeth Olliver 
P. 15—-Joseph Olliver 


Edgefield County 

P. 62—Charles Oliver 

P. 44—-Dyonysius Oliver 
P. 33—Mary Oliver 

P. 67—Seabourn Oliver 


Horry County 
P. 148— William Oliver 


Lexington County 
P. 76—James Oliver 
P. 76—Thomas Oliver 


Marion County 
P. 81—Rhecie Oliver 


Orangeburg County 
P. 135—P!(Peter) Oliver 
P. 137—P!(Peter) Oliver 


Pendleton County 

P. 149— Alexander Oliver 
P. 157—Andrew Oliver 
P. 150-—James Oliver 

P. 152—Michael Oliver 
P. 149—Samuel Oliver 

P. 150—Samuel Oliver 

P. 146— William Oliver 


Richland County 
P. 174—Samuel Oliver 


Spartanburg County 
P. 192—Gilson Olifer 
P. 192—Joseph G. Olifer 


10100-00100 


00010-10010 
12010-10000 
00110-00000 
00001-00000 


10110-10101 


10200-01011 
21110-20010 


20101-22010 
10010-00000 
10000-00120 
00100-00100 


21010-01010 


00001-00001 
00100-00100 


03101-00211 


00100-10000 
21001-00011 


01101-01101 
11001-01001 
00301-00101 
00100-00101 
00010-10100 
10010-00100 
30010-20010 


20010-00100 


00001-10001 
30010-10100 


485 


1820 SOUTH CAROLINA CENSUS 


Abbeville County 

P. 11—Alexander Oliver 
P. 24— John Oliver 

P. 24— John C. Oliver 

P. 33—Robert P. Oliver 
P. 11—Samuel Oliver 

P. 12—Thomas Oliver 


Charleston County 
P.72A—A. Oliver 

P. 113—Peter Oliver 
P. 88—Stephen Oliver 
P. 88—Thomas Oliver 


Chester County 
P. 53— James Oliver 


Chesterfield County 
P. 126—Alexander Oliver 


Darlington County 

P. 72—Elizabeth Olliver 
P. 73—James Olliver 

P. 70—Jane Olliver 

P. 72—John Olliver 

P. 72—Joseph Olliver 

P. 72— William Olliver 


Edgefield County 

P. 137~-Benjamin Oliver 
P. 89—Charles Oliver 

P. 111—Hugh Oliver 

P. 117—James Oliver 

P. 134—Thomas Oliver 


Fairfield County 
P. 154—-Thomas Olliver 


Horry County 
P. 138—William Oliver 


Laurens County 
P. 4—Benjamin Oliver 


Marion County 
P. 64— Aaron Olover 
P. 64—Resha Olover 


Orangeburg County 
P. 199—Peter Oliver 
P. 204— Peter Oliver 


000100-00100 
109201-12110 
100010-00100 
000100-00100 
000 100-00100 
100100-10100 


000000-01111 
10000 1-00000 
00000 1-00000 
00000 1-00000 


100001-10011 


210001-21011 


110000-0001 1 
100100-01 100 
100000-01001 
100010-00100 
111101-21110 
100100-00010 


100010-00100 
211001-01101 
000100-01000 
210120-01020 
0000 10-00000 


200010-20100 


010001-10010 


0000 10-01000 


320001-20010 
000010-03010 


001001-00001 
220010-10010 
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Pendleton County 

P. 176—Alexander Oliver 000111-00101 
P. 225—Elizabeth Oliver 100000-00010 
P. 204— Michel Oliver 20000 1-10010 
P. 176—Peter M. Oliver 10000 1-20100 
P. 180—William Oliver 110010-20010 
Richland County 

P.96—Mary Oliver 111100-10100 
Spartanburg County 

P.245—JosephG. Olliver 021110-40010 


1830 SOUTH CAROLINA CENSUS 
Abbeville County 


P. 64— Alexander Oliver 110001-010001 
P. 72—John Oliver 00001101-00101 
P. 64-—Robert P. Oliver 20001-22000 14 


Anderson County 

P. 159—Alexander Oliver Sr. 
0001010000 1-0000 100001 

P. 158—Alexander Oliver Jr. 000001-00001 

P. 159—James Oliver 0000001-210001 

P, 180—Lucinda Oliver 001-00000 100 


Charleston County 
P. 100—John Oliver 
P. 143—Nelly Oliver 


120010001-210101 


No figures 
P. 143—Thomas Oliver 
No figures 


Chesterfield County 
P. 257— Alexander Oliver 
22000001-210100101 


P. 257—Lewis Oliver 10001-0001 
Darlington County 
P. 227—James Olliver 1100001-21001 
P. 227—John Olliver Sr. 
120001-0010001 

P. 227—John Olliver Jr. 10001-00001 
P. 227—Joseph Olliver Sr. 

00100001-00021001 
P. 227—Joseph Olliver Jr. 00001-10001 


P. 117— William Olliver (J.B. son) 
00001-000001 

P. 227— William Olliver (Jos. son) 
110001-010001 


P. 245— William F. Olliver 


1000101-10001 
Edgefield County 
P. 152—James L. Oliver 210101-120001 
P. 220—L. Oliver 1000301-00001 
P. 193—Thomas Oliver 00000 1-00000 


Fairfield County 


P. 403—Thomas Oliver 011101-211101 


Greenville County 
P. 320—John M. Olliver 
000 10001-0001 
Horry County 
P. 273—Daniel W. Oliver 10001-00001 
Marion County 
P. 38--Rhesa Oliber 100001-1 
Orangeburg County 
P. 29— Peter Oliver 
222200 1-0000001 
P. | 1—Peter Oliver 
000000000 I -00000000 1 
P. 11—William Oliver 000001-10001 
Pickens County 
P. 263—Gilson Oliver 
002000000 1-000 10001 


P. 264—Joseph G. Oliver 
02001001-2022001 


P. 303—Philey Oliver 00001-10101 
P. 263—Thomas Oliver 00001-10001 
P. 283— William Oliver 

0001001-00100001 
Williamsburg County 
P. 246—Peter M. Oliver 230101-00001 
York County 
P. 342—Peter Olivier 00000 1-00000 
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Abbeville County 


P. 24—A. Oliver 111001-3100100001 


P. 24—J. Oliver 000010101-10001 
P. 56—James R. Oliver 00001-00002 
Anderson County 

P. 149— Andrew Oliver 0000001-1 
P. 149—Martha Oliver 0000-0221001 
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Charleston County 
P. 37—John Oliver 00000 1-210001 
P. 92—John Oliver No figures 
P. 24—Joseph Oliver 200002-300032 
Chesterfield County 
P. 361—Alexander Oliver 31001-000001 
P. 362—-James Oliver 10001-11001 
P. 362—Julia Oliver 

010001-01 100100001 
P. 126—Nelly Oliver No figures 


Darlington County 

P. 33—James Oliver 

P. 33—Joseph Oliver Sr. 
110001001-01 1000001 


0101001-22110 


P. 33—Samuel J. Oliver 10001001-00011 
P. 33— William Oliver Jr. 
00000 1-0100001 
P. 33— William Oliver Sr. 
0010101-00000001 
P. 33— William Oliver Jr. 10001-10001 
Edgefield County 
P, 54—J. N. Oliver 000101-00001 


P. 85—Nancey Olliver 10201-0102001 


1850 SOUTH CAROLINA CENSUS 


Abbeville County 

Alexander Oliver 56, Sarah 44, John J. 15, 
William A.T. 9, Permenio E. 7 (m), 
Casper 5, Mason B. 3, SCSC, p. 72 

Elijah Oliver 47, SC, p. 72 

James R. Oliver 34, Selina 35, GA SC, p. 43 

John W. Oliver 18, SC, p. 139 


Anderson County 

Andrew Olliver 54, SC, p. 322 

Martha Oliver 56, Mary L. 21, Jane E. 19, 
Aurelia A. 17, Martha A.A., SC SC, p. 
301 

Mary Olliver 47, SC, p. 321 


Charleston County 

Adam Oliver 45, Margaret 40, James 14, 
Elizabeth 12, Julia 3, Scotland Ireland, 
p. 349 
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Georgetown County 
P. 302—J. Oliver No figures 
Greenville County 
P. 259—John M. Oliver 
000000000 1-00001 

Horry County 
P, 332— Daniel Oliver 211001-011001 
Lexington County 
P. 113—Hilliards Oliver 00001-1001 
Orangeburg County 
P. 299— Peter Oliver 00112001-0000001 
P. 324— Thomas Oliver 01002-01001 
Pickens County 
P. 378—James Oliver 0000 I -0000000 1 
P. 363— William Oliver 

0000100 1 -00000000 1 
Spartanburg County 
P.60—J.S. Oliver 0001000 1 -000000 1 
P. 80—Thomas Oliver 020001-101001 
Williamsburg County 
P. 253—John W. Oliver 00001-0001 


P. 253—Peter M. Oliver 
0121101-31000101 


Ann Oliver 31, Lilly 15, Barney 7, John 7, 
Europe NY, p. 304 

C. Oliver ,SC, p. 240 

Joseph H. Oliver 50, Briget 43, Joseph 13, 
Henry 11, Eng. Ire., p. 123 


Chesterfield County 

Alex! Oliver 37, Ann 35, Alexander 17, 
John 14, James 13, Mary A. 5, Archelis 2 
(m), SCSC, p. 144 

James Oliver 30, Mary 29, Eliza 14, William 
13, Julia A. 12, Stephen 9, Evran 5 (m), 
SCSC, p. 144 

Julia Oliver 50, Celia 20, John 19, SC SC, p. 
145 

Richard Oliver 29, Sarah 28, Alexander 2, 
SCSC, p. 146 
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1850 SOUTH CAROLINA CENSUS 
(Continued) 


Darlington County 

Absalam Oliver 29, Polly A. 29, Rosa II, 
Ann9,SCSC, p. 304 

Elizabeth Oliver 50, NC, p. 316 

Jas. Oliver 52, Anna 48, Hafuiy 16, Nuson 
14, Lorenza 12, Janisha 10, Sylvestor 11, 
SCSC, p. 286 

John Oliver 50, Amey 42, Mary 26, Saml 22, 
Clayton 18, Anna Anderson 70, SC SC, 
p. 281 

John Oliver 58, Amey 45, Mary E. 30, 
Clayton 18, SC NC, p. 317 

Samuel P. Oliver 22, Rebecca 16, SC SC, p. 
343 

William Oliver 47, Pope 53 (f), SC SC, p. 
286 

William Oliver 32, Nancy 35, Martha 11, 
Lazarus 9, James 7, William 5, Mary 4, 
Sarah 2, SC SC, p. 314 


Edgefield County 

Ann Oliver 53, Catharine 18, VA SC, p. 115 

Harriet Oliver 33, Julia4, Anna2,SC SC, p. 
133 

James B. Oliver 33, Caroline 23, Thomas L. 
3, Jasper 2, Sarah 6/12, GA SC, p. 128 

John Oliver 78, SC, p. 128 

Thomas Oliver 60, SC, p. 128 


Fairfield County 

Thomas Oliver 66, Nancy 20, Sarah 14, 
William 12, Samuel 10, SC SC, p. 275 

Thomas Oliver 18, SC, p. 286 


Horry County 

D. W. Oliver 45, Frances 44, S. J. 18 (m), 
Ethel 15, Wm. 12, David 10, John 8, SC 
SC, p. 40 

Joseph D. Oliver 21, Elizabeth 19, SC SC, p. 
40 


Laurens County 
Lewis Oliver 20, NC, p. 205 


Marion County 
James D. Oliver 30, SC, p. 56 


Orangeburg County 
Glenn Oliver 40, Eliza A. 34, SC SC, p. 294 


Henry C. Oliver 30, Ellen 28, Josephine 7, 
Mary 5, Georgianna 2, SCSC, p. 299 

Peter Oliver 60, Mary 55, Samuel 27, Thos. 
W. 22, SCSC, p. 294 

Thomas Oliver 46, C. H. 39(f), Thomas P. 
18, Rachel E, 12, Frederick K. 10, 
Harriet S. 8, (J)uriah C. 7 (f), Charlotte 
6, SCSC, p. 292 

William D. Oliver 32, Mildred 28, John A. 2, 
Adela L. 9/12, SC SC, p. 298 


Pickens County 

Gibson Oliver 70, Elizabeth 70, Elizabeth 
30, Frances 22, Adalidde 20, VA VA, p. 
411 

Walter P. Oliver 10, GA, p. 497 

William Oliver 61, Ruth 71, James C. 35, SC 
SC, p. 457 


Richland County 

John Oliver 39, Alexander 32, Scotland 
Scotland, p. 13 

John Oliver 65, SC, p. 31 

Thomas H. Oliver 17, Mary J. 14, SCSC, p. 
18 


Spartanburg County 
J(resia) Oliver 35(m), SC, p. 119 


Sumter County 
A.C. Oliver 15 (f), SC, p. 382 
William Oliver 5, SC, p. 414 


Williamsburg County 

S. P. Oliver 29, Mary E. 28, Benjamin 21, 
Mary 9, Tyson 13 (f), Cornelia 11, SC 
SC, p. 117 

Samuel L. Oliver 40, Ann 34, Wm. 12, 
Agnes 10, Sami 7, Alex 4, Daniel !, 
Sarah King 70, SC SC, p. 316 
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1820 TENNESSEE CENSUS 


Franklin County 

P, 44— Andrew Oliver 
P. 43—Asa Oliver 

P. 43—John Oliver 

P. 43—Simpson Oliver 


Giles County 

P. 14—George Oliver 
P. 13—Rebecca Oliver 
P. 13—Robert Oliver 
P. 14—Zebulon Oliver 


Lincoln County 

P. 31—John Oliver 

P. 9—Rosanna Oliver 
P. 42—Samuel Oliver 
P. 31—William Oliver 


Maury County 

P. 56—Acy Oliver 

P. 28—James Oliver 
P. 42—Robert Oliver 


Montgomery County 
P. 19—Catherine Oliver 
P. 28—Drewry Oliver 


Overton County 
P. 13—George Oliver 


Rutherford County 

P. 73—George W. Oliver 
P. 86—Samuel Oliver 

P. 102—Thomas Oliver 
P. 96— William Oliver 
Smith County 

P. 76—Abraham Olver 
P. 76—Edmund Olver 

P. 76—Patsey Oliver 


Stewart County 

P. 112—John Oliver 
P. 115—Moses Oliver 
P. 130—Reed Oliver 


Warren County 
P. 14—Obijah Olliver 


TENNESSEE CENSUSES 


STATE 1796 

White County 

P. 341—Levi Oliver 010001-00001 
121201-11000 Williamson County 
200201-12010 P.149—James Oliver 110010-30010 
100100-10100 P.117—Peter Oliver 200010-20010 
220001-31101 

1830 TENNESSSEE CENSUS 


110101-12201 
000000-10002 
320110-21010 
000100-10100 


00000 1-00011 
320000-01110 
00000 1-30010 
2000 10-32010 


200010-10010 
200010-20010 
000001-10010 


000000-00110 
312210-21010 


510100-10100 


200020-20100 
100010-31010 
000101-10101 
000010-20010 


100010-10010 
300010-11010 
000200-10010 


100010-00100 
110101-31101 
000100-00100 


220010-20210 


Anderson County 
P. 168—Charles Y. Oliver 
0010111001-1021001 
P. 171—Douglas Oliver Sr. 
0001010001-00100001 


P. 170—Douglas Oliver Jr. 00001-10001 
P. 170—Richard Oliver 200021-110001 
Bedford County 

P.95—James Oliver 00001-30001 
P. 95—Samuel Oliver 10101-1011 


P. 53— William H. Oliver 
110001-11100101 


Blount County 
P. 307—James Oliver 12011-10001 
P. 307—John Oliver 200000 1-012001 
Carter County 
P. 33—George Oliver 1100001-0212101 
P. 5—John Oliver 00001-20001 
Davidson County 
P. 292—Peter Oliver 00000 1-021001 
Dickson County 
P. 317—-George Oliver 10011-20001 
Dyer County 
P. 357—John Oliver 0110001-0100001 
Fayette County 
P. 26—Drewry Oliver 

01111001-00111001 
Franklin County 
P.92—Adam Oliver 00001-00001 
P.91—Andrew Oliver 01101001-0002001 
P. 55—James Oliver 20000 1-11001 


P. 65—John Oliver 101011-14001001 


1830 TENNESSEE CENSUS (Continued) 


Giles County 

P. 138—A. Oliver 

P. 208—George Oliver 

00020000 1-01002001 
0220001-1011001 


110011-10101 


P. 142—Robert Oliver 


Grainger County 

P.400—Wilson Oliver 0001001-00010001 
Hardeman County 

P.337—Roderick Oliver  300011-020011 
P. 337—Thomas J. Oliver 10001-11001 
Hawkins County 

John Oliver 00102001-0102001 
Henry County 


02120001-2110001 
201101-122001 


P. 42—Henry Oliver 

P. 42—John Oliver 

P. 42— Moses Oliver Sr. 
10000000 1-10200001 


P. 42— Moses Oliver Jr. 30001-00001 
P. 42—Reace Oliver 210001-11001 
P. 42—Thomas Oliver Sr, 
0000300 1-00100001 
P.42—Thomas Oliver Jr. 10001-00001 
P, 42— William Oliver 00001-0001 
Hickman County 
P. 281—James Oliver 
001000000 1-000 10001 
Jefferson County 
P. 294— Lemuel Oliver 22000 1-200001 
Knox County 
P. 346—William Oliver 00001-10001 
Lincoln County 
P. 277—-Alexander Oliver 
2212000 1-0000201 
P. 218—William Oliver 
0210001-0021001 
Madison County 
P. 106—George Oliver 11001-120001 
P. 101—James Oliver 110010001-20001 
P.101—John Oliver 001000001-00000001 
P. 101— William Oliver 200001-110101 
Maury County 
P. 406— Dickson Olliver 10001-10001 
P. 322— Hezekiah Oliver 210000 1-01312 
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P. 405—James Oliver 120201-002001 

McMinn County 

P. 149—Franky Oliver 10000-11001 

P. 132—Isaac Oliver 01001-20001 

Montgomery County 

P. 41—Mrs. Catherine Oliver 
00000-0000101 

Overton County 

P. 190—George Oliver 0032101-0001001 

Roane County 

P. 52—Joel Oliver 1100001-021001 

Rutherford County 

P. 361 —Jane Oliver 11200-11001 


P. 352—John Oliver 
P. 263—Thomas Oliver 
0000000 1-00 1000001 


02012001-1102 


Smith County 

P. 117—Bluford Oliver 
P. 47—Bluford Oliver 
P. 47—-Horace Oliver 
P. 85—Lancent Oliver 
P. 83—Lanson Oliver 


1110001-221001 
1110001-21 10001 
110001-20001 
10000101-10101 
11100101-11001 


Tipton County 
P. 283—Alexander Oliver 200001-11001 
Warren County 
P. 346—A. Oliver 0111001-00103001 
P. 326—Jane Oliver 030-00001 
Washington County 
P. 226—Jesse Oliver 20002-00001 
P. 218--John Lewis Oliver _110001-00001 
P.207—Mrs. Mary Oliver 00102-0000101 
P. 213--Samuel Oliver 

100020000 I -000 130001 
P. 218—Samuel Oliver 

000030000 1-000131001 
P. 253—Thomas Oliver 0000 !-0000101 


P. 253—William Oliver 
00102000001-11040101 


Weakley County 

P. 335—Alexander Oliver 110001-11001 
P. 334—Etheldred Oliver 0000001-001 
P. 335—Isaac Oliver 100001-10001 
P. 334—Stephen Oliver 210001-002001 
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1830 TENNESSEE CENSUS (Continued) 


White County 


P. 5—Levi Oliver 0000000 1-0000000001 


Williamson County 


P. 223—James Oliver 100000 1-012001 
P. 201—Jesse Oliver 00001-00000 
P. 215—Robert Olliver 00011001-3222001 
P. 223— William Oliver 00001-00001 


Wilson County 


P. 158—William Oliver 21110011-1221011 


1840 TENNESSEE CENSUS 
Anderson County 
P. 29—Douglas Oliver Sr. 

0000001000 1-000000001 
P. 11—Douglas Oliver Jr. 010001-221001 
P. 11—James M. Oliver 10001-01001 
P. 7—Richard Oliver 002101-1101 


P. 13—William Oliver 010101-101001 


Bedford County 
P. 63—Right Oliver 02010001-100001 
Blount County 
P. 105—James Oliver 001101-121001 
P. 122—John Oliver 11200001-0101101 
Bradley County 
P. 51—Michael Oliver 
000000000 1 -0000000 
Cannon County 
P. 128—AugustinS. Oliver 111001-01001 
P. 128—Thomas Oliver 000000001-00000 
Carroll County 
P. 60—James L. Olivar 101001-00001 
P. 59~-Thomas Olivar 
00002000 1 -000000001 
P. 30—Thurston Olivar 
00111001-01200001 
Carter County 
P. 194—George Oliver 10000001-0002001 
P. 194—James Oliver 10001-00001 
P. 194—John Oliver 010001-22101 
P. 194— William Oliver 10001-10002 


Coffee County 
P. 167—Andrew Oliver 000000001-0001101 
P.174—Charles Oliver 100001-010010001 


P. 188—James Oliver 
P. 189—James Oliver 


000000 1-231001 
000020001-00101 


Davidson County 
P. 315—Peter Oliver 
P. 340— William H. Oliver 


0000000 1-000 10001 
001001-0001 


Dickson County 
P. 218—George W. Oliver 011001-201101 
P.199—James Oliver 00212001-00010001 


Fayette County 
P. 130—Alexander Oliver 21101-101010001 


P. 165— William Oliver 00011-0001 
Franklin County 

P. 30—James Oliver 1020001-011101 
P. 60—John Oliver 0210101-001301 
Gibson County 

P. 173—Geo. Oliver 210001-021001 
P. 170—Jessee Oliver 110001-00001 


Giles County 


P. 107—A. Oliver 1110201-121001 


P. 107—William Oliver 00011-100001001 
Grainger County 
P. 94— John Oliver 00001-21001 
P. 98— John Olliver 10001-210001 
P.94—Willson Oliver 00000001-00000001 
Greene County 
P. 67—Benjamin Oliver 110001-001001 
P. 67—Jessee Oliver 012001-200001 
P. 48—Thomas Oliver 00000 1-001101 
Hamilton County 
P. 171— William B. Oliver 00002-00000 
Hardeman County 
P. 308—George Oliver 10012001-0000001 
P. 289—Reuben Oliver 20001-1001 
Hawkins County 
P. 248—John Olliver 

0100100001-0001 10001 
Henry County 
P. 454— James Oliver 100001-01001 
P. 451—Leroy Oliver 20001-00001 
P. 467—Moses Oliver Jr. 123001-110001 
P. 467— Moses Oliver Sr. 

001 1000001-000010001 
P. 451—Powel Oliver 10001-00001 


1840 TENNESSEE CENSUS (Continued) 


P. 468—Reace Oliver 1001001-111001 
P. 470—Thomas Oliver 1110001-100001 
P. 467— Walis (Willis) Oliver 


001011-01001 
Hickman County 
P. 179—James J. Oliver 000001-10001 
P. 184—JohnA. Oliver 00001-000100001 
Lauderdale County 
P. 12—John Oliver 000 100001-0001001 
Lawrence County 
P. 143— William Oliver 321001-101001 
Lincoln County 
P. 69—A. C. Oliver 00001-20001 
P. 99—Benjamin Oliver 
00101001-00010101 
P.67—E. P. Oliver 200001-01001 
P. 4—Henry Oliver 20001-00001 
P. 21—Samuel Oliver 110001-11101 
P. 17—William Oliver 01010001-00001 
P.79—William Oliver 00001001-0002101 
Madison County 
P. 117—George Oliver 2110001-0321 
P.94—Green C. Oliver 10001-10001 
P.94— James Oliver 131001-202001 
P.96—Thomas P. Oliver 011001-200001 
P. 94— William Oliver 021001-0210001 
Marshall County 
P. 154—Annanias Oliver 000001-0001 
Maury County 
P. 295—Hezekiah Oliver 
2220000 1-0001101 
McMinn County 
P. 139—Francis Oliver 011-11101 
Montgomery County 
P. 234— John W. Oliver 00307-00000 
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Obion County 
P. 135—John E. Olliver 100001-12001 
Roane County 
P. 59—Elizabeth Olliver 00000-00001 
P. 86—Joseph Olliser 100001-01001 
Rutherford County 
P. 73—Jane Oliver 00000-0001001 
P. 66—Smith Oliver 11001-10001 
Shelby County 
P. 208—Elizabeth Oliver 101-01021 
P. 208—Robert N. Oliver 00001001-00002 
P. 225—Thomas A. Oliver 00011-0001 
Smith County 
P. 263—Bluford Olvier 
00111001-00210001 
Warren County 
P. 345—H. R. Oliver 21001-020001 
P. 349— Miles Oliver 100001-0001 
Washington County 
P. 250—Alexander Oliver 220001-01001 
P. 237—Allen Oliver 10001-00001 
P. 191—John Oliver 1221001-001001 
P. 224—Patgry (Patsy) Oliver 
100-200010001 
P. 211—Polly Oliver 10002-0000001 
P. 212—-Spencer Olliver 
01101-0100111001 
P. 211—Wesley Olliver 10001-31001 
Weakley County 
P. 294—Isaac Oliver 1110001-0110001 
P. 274—Stephen Oliver 
0021001-0001101 
Wilson County 
P. 281— James Olivar 10001-00001 
P. 317—James Oliver 111001-100001 
P. 306—John Oliver 00011-00011 
P. 278—William Oliver 0100001-0011001 
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1850 TENNESSEE CENSUS 


Anderson County 

Douglas Oliver 46, Mary 45, Eliza P. 21, 
Josephine 19, Nancy 17, Alva 15, 
Lurena 12, Price 8, Henry C. 6, Sarah 
A.3, TN TN, p. 16 

Henry Oliver 52, NC, p. 16 

Joseph Oliver 70, Charlotte 40, Jesse 3, 
Charlotte 3/12, VA NC, p. 23 

Richard Oliver 50, George 19, Charlotte 
14, Elizabeth 13, Nancy Nail 54, TN 
TN, p. 40 

William Oliver 40, Providence 42, 
Richard 16, Louisa C. 13, Elizabeth J. 
5, James Mosly 10, TN TN, p. 14 


Bedford County 

Hazarday Oliver 48, William C. 20, 
Josiah H. 17, Mary F. 13, Henry H.9, 
James B. 7, Rile 60, VA NC, p. 206 

James Oliver 50, NC, p. 226 

Rile Oliver 60, VA, p. 206 

Thomas Oliver 24, Martha Ann 22, 
James 4, Nancy A. 1, Andrew W. 
3/12, NCTN, p. 206 


Blount County 

John Oliver ____, David 55, Elizabeth 28, 
Lazarus 24, Elijah 22, Ruthy 18, Will 
14, NCNC, p. 124 


Cannon County 

Augustin S. Oliver 50, Jane 49, Isle N. 13, 
Danil M.9, VA NC, p. 403 

Miles Oliver 39, Eliza 28, Hampton W. 16, 
NCNC, p. 399 

Thomas Oliver 75, Mary 28, Mary C. 4, 
Sarah 6/12, MDTN, p. 410 


Carroll County 

Burel Oliver 45, Charity 27, Mary T. 6, 
Sarah E. 4, Martha B. 2, Sidney W. 
7/12, Deliah Baucum 62, VA NC, p. 
100 

Ire Olivar 33, Mary 29, James H. 5, 
Elizabeth T. 3, Eliza Ann 6/12, VA NC, 
p. 12 

John J. Oliver 40, NC, p. 42 

Robert H. Oliver 28, Lydia M. 29, Martha 
A. 2, NCNC, p. 97 

William B. Oliver 56, Margaret 45, Mary 
A. 15, Caroline 13, VA NC, p. 79 


Carter County 

George Oliver 65, Nancy 36, George 9, 
Christian 7, Rebecca 5, Eveline 2, NC 
TN, p. 219 

James Oliver 31, Mary 34, Martha Ann9, 
Levice 7, Eliza 5, David 3, James 2, 
Christian 2/12, Nicholas 11, TN TN, 
p.219 

John Oliver 46, Vina 48, Elizabeth 19, 
Susan 18, George 16, Levice 14, 
Sarah Jane 10, William 9, Nancy 62, 
NCNC, p. 219 

Marion Olliver 10, TN, p. 203 

William Oliver 36, Elizabeth 31, Sarah 
Jane 13, John 11, George 9, Susan 5, 
Elizabeth 1, TN TN, p. 219 


Coffee County 

James Oliver 78, Mary 40, George 30, 
Joseph 28, Lucinda 19, GA KY, p.6 

James G. Oliver 56, Susan 55, Mary 21, 
Rebecca 20, Martha 18, James 17, KY 
SC, p. 44 

Joseph Oliver 30, NC, p. 45 


Davidson County 

Peter Oliver 55, NC, p. 217 

William Oliver 44, William 24, Malinda 5, 
Elizabeth 65, NC TN, p. 338 


Decatur County 
Rebecca Oliver 26, Janis G. 5, Sarah J. F. 
2, John 45, TN TN, p. 435 


DeKalb County 

James W. Oliver 43, Katharine 36, 
Harriet F. 19, Lucy A. 18, Julia E. 16, 
John W. 12, James W. 6, Abraham K. 
5, Edward M. 2, George W.9/12, VA 
VA, p. 36 


Dickson County 

George W. Oliver 50, Parthena 43, Sarah 
21, Shadrack B. 16, Nancy 14, 
Margaret 12, Patsey 10, Susan 8, 
Ophelia T. 4, Wm. 1/12, NCTN, p. 132 

James Oliver 65, Nancy 64, Elliot 37, 
Edmund 27, James 25, John 20, Jane 
20, Nancy A. 19, VA VA, p. 164 

Jiles Oliver 23, Caroline 21, Henry M. 2, 
Mary M. 2/12, TN TN, p. 132 


1850 TENNESSEE CENSUS (Continued) 


Franklin County 

James Oliver 50, Hannah 45, Maryann 22, 
Maria 20, Louisa M. 19, Matilda 16, 
Mahala E. 13, Ettalanta8, Wm. P.4,SC 
SC, p. 16 

James Oliver 49, Jane 47, Mary 25, James 
15, John 8, Asa8, Thomas 7, Joseph 5, 
Richard 2, VA NC, p. 14 

John Oliver 57, Rebecca 47, Armistead 18, 
George 31, Asa 22, John 16, VA VA, p. 
15 

Rebecca Oliver 13, John R. 12, TN TN, p. 81 

William Oliver 24, Margaret 19, John H. 
11/12, TN TN, p. 42 


Gibson County 

George Oliver 60, Margaret 28, Harriet 25, 
Ann 17, Porter 15, James 13, Henry 5, 
NCTN, p. 154 

Isaac S. Oliver 25, Martha 23, Lewis 1, NC 
NC, p. 150 

Jesse Oliver 50, Flora 40, Moses 16, John 14, 
Mary 12, Catharine 11, NC NC, p. 123 

R. L. P. Oliver 23, Sarah 26, Nancy 18, NC 
NC, p. 376 

Robert Oliver 20, TN, p. 197 

Sarah Oliver 19, TN, p. 156 

Thomas Oliver 56, Mary 41, Thomas 17, 
Hamilton 14, Sarah 12, Columbus 10, 
Joanna 8, Mariah 5, William 3, Borell 
6/12, VA NC, p. 197 

W. T. Oliver 27, Anne 37, Martha 6, John 4, 
Milton 2, VA NC, p. 204 

Zeddy Oliver 46, Mary 45, Sarah 20, Flora 
18, Alfred 16, John 14, William 11, 
Alexander 7, Mary 9, Alvin 2, NC NC, p. 
260 


Giles County 

Annanias Oliver 50, N. F. 41, Erastus 21, 
Martin V. 20, Virginia P. 17, America C. 
15, Hester A. 13, George M. 11, 
Annanias F. 9, John W. P. 6, Rees 2, NC 
NC, p. 445 

George Oliver 45, TN, p. 442 

Virginia Oliver 16, TN, p. 333 
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William H. Oliver 37, Sarah A. 20, George J. 
3, Nancy C. 1, Ann 78(NC), TN TN, p. 
434 


Grainger County 

Elizabeth Oliver 60, E. Wright 25, Louisa 22, 
Nancy 30, Thos. 17, VATN, p. 5 

John Oliver 39, Levina 33, Matilda 17, Jane 
13, John 12, Cyntha8, TN TN, p. 89 

John L. Oliver 39, Mahala 39, Elizabeth L. 
15, Cynthia 14, Pheby 12, Martha9, 
Mary 8, John 5, VA TN, p. 64 

Richard Oliver 21, Mahala 21, Ilia J. 5/12, 
TNTN, p. 21 

Wilson Oliver 67, Elizabeth 71, VA VA, p. 
64 


Greene County 

Benjamin Oliver 50, Anna 43, Salina J. 19, 
Alexander 16, Josiah 15, Lucetta M. 5, 
Isaac A. 3, VATN, p. 277 

James Oliver 24, Rachel 22, John C. 2, 
Martha V. I, Joshua Falls 35, Hannah 5, 
John 4, TN TN, p. 276 

Thomas Oliver 46, Mary 55, James M.8, VA 
TN, p. 279 


Grundy County 

H. R. (B) Olivar 38, Mary 42, John R. 19, 
Lucy T. 17, Elizabeth A. 16, James 12, 
William 10, Mary 6, Jessee B. 3, NCTN, 
p. 365 


Hamilton County 

Alexander Oliver 46, Nancy 38, Absalom 20, 
Catherine 14, William 11, Henry 9, 
Richard 7, Sarah 4, Emaline 2, VATN, 
p. 405 

Louiza Oliver 28, James 12, Nancy 8, Isaac 
5, John 2, TN TN, p. 478 

Wesley Oliver 42, Elizabeth 40, Amanda 16, 
James 14, Mary 13, Selina 11, Martha9, 
John 8, Matilda5, TN TN, p. 405 


Hardeman County 

George Oliver 62, Rutha 56, NC VA, p. 76 

James Oliver 35, TN, p. 74 

James Oliver 35, William 12, Joseph 10, TN 
TN, p. 76 
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1850 TENNESSEE CENSUS (Continued) 


R. W. Olivar 35, Elizabeth 30, Thomas 12, 
Mary 10, Eligah 8, William 7, Elizabeth 
5, Sarah 3, Martha 1, VA KY, p. 154 

Robert M. Oliver 30, Velvia 32, Marcellus 8, 
Sarah 4, Octavia 8/12, Luticia 1, NC NC, 
p. 132 

Thomas A. Olivar 37, Martha 27, Elizabeth 
6, Frances 4, Augustus 3, VA VA, p. 155 


Haywood County 

E. Oliver 36(f), J.5(f), VA, p. 7 

Fanny Oliver 25, GA, p. 74 

James Oliver 24, Eliza V. 23, NC NC, p. 89 
Thomas Oliver 19, TN, p. 104 


Henderson County 

John Oliver 10, TN, p. 130 

Martha Oliver 64, VA, p. 121 

Thomas P. Oliver 40, Parthena 40, Henry 
20, Edward 16, Mary L. 14, Martha A. 
12, Gernet L. 10, John A. 8, Sarah P. 6, 
Leonidas 3, John 6/12, VA VA, p. 121 


Henry County 

Alfred Oliver 29, Susan 31, Francis Marion 
9, Andrew Carroll 8, Narcissa 6, 
Elizabeth 6, George W. 3, Martha 2, Levi 
1, TN TN, p. 378 

Charity Oliver 75, Sarah 35, NC TN, p. 378 

Elizabeth Oliver 35, Emily A. 15, Marietta 9, 
Thomas H. 6, TN TN, p. 399 

Moses Oliver 43, Elizabeth 44, John W. 20, 
James M. 17, Alfred 15, Moses M. 13, 
Victoria 10, Francis M. 8, Newton M. 5, 
Andrew J. Clark 35, TN NC, p. 409 

Rhesa Oliver 55, Elvira 44, Minerva Ann 16, 
Sarah 14, Moses 7, Mary Ellen 4, NC 
NC, p. 379 

Samuel Oliver 22, KY, p. 242 

Tilman L. Oliver 23, Cynthia A. 20, TN KY, 
p. 368 

Willis Oliver 43, Bernetta 36, Phebe 18, 
Betsy 7, TN TN, p. 381 


Hickman County 
John A. Oliver 33, Sarah 26, Eli6, Annis 4, 
Amanda I, Nace Pye 65, SC Va, p. 22 


Johnson County 

Joseph Olliver 49, Winna 51, Thomas 21, 
Laura 18, Delilia 15, NC NC, p. 19 

William Olliver 25, Elizabeth 25, Mary Jane 
5, Fanny M. 3, William J. 1, NC NC, p. 
18 


Knox County 

Frances Oliver 60, Catherine Starmer 17, 
Hugh 15, TN TN, p. 188 

Mima Oliver 30, TN, p. 202 


Lauderdale County 
John Olliver 66, Susan 23, NC TN, p. 279 


Lawrence County 

William Oliver Jr. 42, Frances 41, Gricelda 
21, Frances M. 19, James C. 17, Nancy E. 
12, Henry C. 10, Ben P. 8, Ethelinda 6, 
Wm. P. 3, Margaret 1/12, KY TN, p. 379 

William Oliver Sr. 85, Frances 90, NC VA, 
p.379 


Lewis County 
John M. Oliver 25, Emaline E.J. 27, 
Desdimonia A. 1, TN TN, p. 418 


Lincoln County 

Benjamin Oliver 60, Elizabeth 30, William 
17, Charles 10, Alfred 8, Liz 5, SC SC, p. 
186 

C. B. Oliver 23, Esther 20, Rebecca 1, VA 
GA, p. 188 

Edward Oliver 44, Sarah 40, Narcissa 16, 
Frederick 14, William 12, Dorthena7, 
Edward 5, Catharine 3, Anderson J. 1, 
NCTN, p. 176 

Margaret Oliver 50, Sarah 16, Catherine 14, 
Unk. AL, p. 76 

Nancy Oliver 60, NC, p. 69 

Pleasant Oliver 40, Lucinda 39, Martha J. 
10, Pleasant 7, William 5, Sarah 2, 
Louiza Smith 22, VA TN, p. 188 

Rachel Oliver 30, Thomas 6, Elizabeth 5, 
Martha 3, ALAL, p. 76 

Sarah Oliver 20, AL, p. 77 
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William Oliver 33, Caroline 20, Ellen 2, 
William 5/12, VA AL, p. 48 

William Oliver 26, Mary 29, Elizabeth 5, 
Martha J. 3, TN TN, p. 109 


Madison County 

G. C. Oliver 33, Susannah 33, James R. 14, 
Amanda J. 11, Mary E.10, Thomas J. 8, 
Emily R. 6, Virginia A.T. 4, KY TN, p. 
329 

James S. Oliver 46, Cordelia 34, Sarah E. 21, 
John J. 18, Green C. 16, Mary A. 14, 
Nancy E. 13, Allen K. 11, Thomas M. 8, 
Wm. L. O’Neal 11, Francis 7, KY VA, p. 
330 

John P. Oliver 24, KY, p. 301 

William Oliver 51, Sarah 29, Samuel J. 21, 
Bailey A. 20, John C. 18, Willis T. 2, 
Burrel W. 10/12, Francis M. 24, Charity 
A. Utley 3, Lucinda 23, Jane Berry 23, 
SCAL, p. 330 

William C. Oliver 19, TN, p. 227 


Marshall County 

Ananias T. Oliver 40, Elizabeth A. 36, 
Henrietta 10, Thos. P. 8, Lawson T. 6, 
Alvin B. 3, TN TN, p. 133 

George Oliver 36, Jane 36, Fanny A. 8, 
William W. 6, Cyrus E. 4, George M. 3, 
Narcissa 1, Susannah Campbell 32, John 
12, NCTN, p. 138 

William Oliver 63, Frances 58, Elizabeth 32, 
William 1, Allen F. Swinney 27, Nancy 
28, William F. 4, NC NC, p. 138 


Maury County 

George P. Oliver 25, Nancy 21, Alice 6/12, 
VATN, p. 303 

Hezekiah Oliver 64, Hillary L. 22, Milton 20, 
Tilman J. 18, Virginia M. 14, Hezekiah 
W. 12, VATN, p. 115 

Sandy Oliver 23, Mary 21, John 8/ 12, 
Frances 16, VATN, p. 303 


McMinn County 
Francis Oliver 48, William 20, James M. 17, 
Lucinda C. 15, NC TN, p. 290 
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Montgomery County 
James Oliver 22, VA, p. 205 


Obion County 

Allen Oliver 37, Mary 24, John 10, Everett 8, 
Martha 7, Travers 4, Washington 9/ 12, 
KY TN, p. 325 

Cecelia Olivar 56, NC, p. 327 

John Oliver 44, Mary 38, Sarah 15, Hester 
13, James 12, Penelope 9, Allen 7, John 
4, Rachel 2, KY KY, p. 326 


Perry County 

John Oliver 50, Scisco 40, John 15, Arher 8, 
Scisco 7, Mary 6, Holland Holland, p. 
177 


Roane County 
Elizabeth Oliver 22, TN, p. 360 


Rutherford County 

J. Hezekiah Oliver 22, Harriett 22, Edgar 
7/12,SCSC, p. 182 

Jno. Olliver 27, Martha 23, Wm. 8, Lucky 
M. 6, Jno. 5, Elizabeth 1, SC NC, p. 290 

Jane Oliver 52, Sabrina 31, VA TN, p. 346 

Perry Olliver 26, TN, p. 291 

Smith Oliver 30, Sarah 40, Maria L. 13, 
Wm. L. 12, Sarah W. 10, Smith G. 8, 
AnnG. 6, Geo. A. 4, Thos. P. 3/12, NC 
TN, p. 165 


Shelby County 

E. Oliver 22, Zachary 2, George Duncan 21, 
NCTN, p. 51 

Elijah Oliver 32, NC, p. 51 

M. A. Oliver 16, MS, p. 49 

S. M. Oliver 50, VA, p. 180 


Smith County 

Horris Oliver 49, Elizabeth 43, Luther 21, 
Samuel 16, Bennet 12, Andrew 10, 
Elizabeth 8, Analiza 6, Felix 4, Horris 2, 
VASC, p. 320 

Mary Oliver 72, Banks 34, Warner 30, Hillis 
27, Martha 23, Elizabeth 20, VA VA, p. 
328 


Warren County 
Ahiga Olliver 67, Martha 70, Manella 24, 
Mary E. 4, Mary 42, VA NC, p. 31 
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Isaac Olliver 21, TN, p. 30 

Mathew Olliver 22, Martha M. 22, TNTN, 
p. 68 

William Olliver 60, Winne 60, Mary 23, 
Sally 18, MD NC, p. 68 


Washington County 

Betsey Oliver 36, TN, p. 114 

Catharine Oliver 24, James 11, Jesse 6, 
Elizabeth J. 4, Ross 3, Martha E. 2, TN 
TN, p. 121 

Cyrus Oliver 30, Eliza 30, TN TN, p. 247 

Jesse Oliver 49, Polly 46, John 19, Mary A. 
18, Eveline 13, George 11, David 7, TN 
TN, p. 247 

John L. Oliver 52, Elizabeth 45, Madison 19, 
Sarah 17, John Alvin 14, James 12, Urial 
10, Elizabeth 7, Mary C. 2, VA VA, p. 
256 

Josiah Oliver 31, Eliza 31, Margaret Allen 7, 
TN TN, p. 248 

Richard Oliver 36, Elizabeth J. 30, Emory 
Mathis 2/12, TN TN, p. 119 

Spencer Oliver 40, Nancy 47, Delila 49, Sally 
45, William 15, TN VA, p. 121 


William Oliver 38, Martha 30, Mary E. 6, 
Jackson 3, Lawson |, TN TN, p. 120 


Wayne County 
Jessee Oliver 26, Eliza 21, Mary A. 2, NC 
TN, p. 304 


Weakley County 

C. Oliver 22, Francis 50, Elizabeth 26, John 
18, Thomas 13, TN NC, p. 460 

E. Oliver 57, William 28, John 22, Henry 21, 
TN NC, p. 473 


Williamson County 
Elizabeth Olliver 39, Martha A, 15, Clythis 
D. 12, William 6, TN TN, p. 177 


Wilson County 

Edward Oliver 48, Easter 34, John 15, Elsira 
13, Robert 11, Elizabeth 9, Samuel 7, 
Mary 6, William 5, Zachariah I, SC AL, 
p. 500 

James Oliver 45, Margaret 40, Albert 21, 
James 16, Sarah 14, John 11, Elizabeth 9, 
Martha 7, TN TN, p. 504 

Jane Oliver 51, Martha 27, Eliza 16, Mary 
14, SCTN, p. 500 
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KENTUCKY CENSUSES 
STATE 1792 


1810 KENTUCKY CENSUS Lewis County 


P. 98—John Oliver 


Boone County 

P. 62—James Oliver 00010-00100  Lincoin County 

P. 62—Richard Oliver 11010-30010  P. 129-—William Oliver 
Bourbon County Logan County 

P. 101—Archibald Oliver 30010-10010 P.179—James Oliver 
P. 101—Samuel Oliver 30110-10010 =P. 185—John Oliver 
Caldwell County P. 164—John Oliver 

P. 6—Martin Oliver 20010-10100 Nelson County 

P. 16—Shadrick Oliver 00010-00000 =P. 35—John Oliver 

P. 6—Shadrick Oliver 10010-10100 Nicholas County 
Christian County P. 56—John Olliver 

P. 67—John Oliver 22010-21010 = P.56—Thomas Olliver 
Clark County Warren County 


P. 136—Isaac Oliver 


P. 136—Richard Oliver 10201-00101 P.280—William Oliver 
P. 136— William Oliver 30010-20010 Woodford County 
Estill County P. 398—John Oliver 
P. 7—Joseph Oliver 10101-30510 
1820 KENTUCKY CENSUS 

Fayette County 
P. 18—Elijah Oliver 30010-01010 Allen County 
Fleming County P. 122—Thomas Oliver 
P. 76—John Olliver 10010-40010 a ee sy 
Franklin County 
P.153—Benjamin Oliver 10010-10100 Bowron ound 
P. 153—Charles Oliver 61001-21110 P. 98 Laven Oliver 
P. 153—John Oliver 00211-00001 P. F8-_Laven Oliver Sr 
P. 152—Pleasant Oliver 10100-00100 ‘ : vei 

: P. 106—Nicholas Oliver 
P. 153—Presley Oliver 00101-01010 P1306 Samuel Oliver 
P. 153—Thomas Oliver 00010-12102 P. 48__William Oliver 
P. 153—William Oliver 50001-01010 : 
deieecon conan ee ne 
P. 9—Berry Oliver 10010-10100 ; ; ; 
P.9-Thomas Oliver fool aol 

P. 55— Martin Oliver 

Jessamine County P. 33—Nathaniel Oliver 
P. 56—David Olliver 00010-10111 | P.32—Shadrick Oliver 
Kier County P. 33— Walter Oliver 
P.77—John Olliver oMeKiCs 
P. 72— Wilson Olliver 10100-00100 


33101-11011 


P. 279—Thomas Oliver 


00001-00001 


10010-41010 


12110-31101 
21010-41010 
22010-11110 


20100-00100 


00101-01001 
00210-00100 


33010-32110 
31010-21010 


50010-01010 


000100-00100 
120301-12210 
110101-01201 


000010-20110 
220010-03010 
00000 1-00001 
100100-10100 
310110-21010 
120010-30010 


210101-12001 
000100-20200 
210111-13100 
20001 1-21010 
210010-00120 
300010-11110 
000100-10100 
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Campbell County 

P. 12—Charles Oliver 
P. 13—Eli Oliver 

P. 13—Joseph Oliver 
P. 13—Lee Oliver 

P. 10-—Lewis Oliver 


Casey County 
P, 212—Isaac Olliver 


Christian County 
P. 31—Lan. Oliver 
P. 30A—Samuel Oliver 


Clark County 

P. 75—Isaac Oliver Jr. 
P. 75—Isaac Oliver Sr. 
P. 75—John Oliver Jr. 
P, 75—John Oliver Sr. 
P. 73—Richard Oliver 
P. 74—- William Oliver 


Clay County 
P. 126—Joshua Oliver 


Fayette County 

P. 69—Elijah Oliver 

P. 110—John Oliver 
P. 103—Phelles Oliver 
P. 110—Presley Oliver 


Fleming County 
P. 59—John Olliver 
P. 58—Thomas Olliver 


Franklin County 

P. 96—John Oliver 

P. 96—John Oliver 

P. 108—Nancy Oliver 
P. 138—Pleasant Oliver 
P. 128—Thomas Oliver 


Gallatin County 
P. 121—James Oliver 


Green County 
P. 170—Henry Oliver 


Harrison County 
P. 189—John Oliver 


Henry County 
P. 186—James Oliver 
P. 182—John Oliver 


000100-00100 
100001-00201 
001001-12101 
4000 10-00100 
010010-10010 


310010-32010 


200010-00100 
200010-00100 


100010-00000 
211211-01001 
100010-00100 
3000 10-00100 
000101-00001 
211110-12010 


200100-10100 


211101-20110 
110201-00101 

No figures 
200100-00100 


301110-33010 
100110-00110 


200010-02100 
000100-10000 
000300-20100 
210010-20100 
100010-11020 


300010-30010 


000010-00000 


001101-00101 


100110-02100 
000010-21000 


P. 180—Presly Oliver 
P. 182—Presly Oliver 
P. 188—Presly Oliver 
P. 188— William Oliver 


Jefferson County 
P. 38—Benjamin Oliver 
P. 54—David Oliver 


Jessamine County 
P. 73—Carter Oliver 


Lewis County 
P. 100—Thomas Oliver 


Lincoin County 
P. 33—David Oliver 
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110110-31010 
000010-01000 
100010-10010 
210201-11000 


100110-20010 
100010-30100 


010100-00010 


001210-10010 


200101-20110 


Nicholas County 

P. 118—Archibald Oliver 030110-41010 

Owen County 

P. 105—Thomas Oliver 101010-10010 

Simpson County 

P. 16—John Oliver 210001-01101 

Todd County 

P. 131—Eli Oliver 100020-10100 

Whitley County 

P. 116A—Wilson Oliver 400100-00100 

1830 KENTUCKY CENSUS 

Allen County 

P.53—James Oliver 20001-010001 

P. 60—Price Oliver 00001-00001 

P. 55—T. W. Oliver 12001-2120001 

P. 75—William Oliver Jr. 00001-0001 

P. 71— William Oliver Sr. 
00010001-00010001 

P. 71—Willis Oliver 00011-00013 

Anderson County 

P.95—Pleasant Oliver 0221201-002100101 

Bullitt County 

P. 111—Robert Oliver 00001-11121 

Caldwell County 

P. 166—Henson Oliver 00001-10011 

P. 168—James Oliver 01001-30001 

P. 168—John Oliver Sr. 1101-111011 

P. 168—John W. Oliver 2001-0001 
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P. 168—Josiah Oliver 0300010001-211001 
P. 166——-Lemuel Oliver 


001210001-00100001 
P. 167—Leven Oliver 00000 1-121001 
P. 164— Nathan Oliver Esq. 
00200001-01101 
P. 171—Thomas L. Oliver 1001-00001 
Campbell County 
P. 244-—-Charles Oliver 010001-100001 
P. 256—Eli Oliver 00010000 1-00000 
P, 231 Jesse Oliver 0011001-100001 
P. 256—Joseph Oliver 
00100000 1-0000 10001 
P. 251—Lewis Oliver 1000101-2000101 
P. 230—Nicholas Oliver 100001-021001 
P, 251—See Oliver 211201-0000001 
P. 256— Will Oliver 00001-00000 1 
Casey County 
P. 300—Isaac Olliver 0100001-020201 
Christian County 
P.17—Samuel Oliver 200001-142011001 
Clark County 


P. 86—Isaac Oliver Jr. 20001-11101 
P. 86—Isaac Oliver Sr. 001110001-00000001 


P. 72—Joel Oliver 220001-00001 
P. 78—John Oliver 020000 1001-210001 
P.70—John E. Oliver 101001-211001 
P.86—John P. Oliver 00000001-0010001 
P. 86—Joseph M. Oliver 00001-10001 
Daviess County 

P. 193—John D. Oliver 01101-11001 
Fayette County 

P. 344—Obigal Oliver 00003-00001001 
Fleming County 

P.43—Thomas Oliver  0001001-0000001 
P. 44— William Oliver 10201-00001 
Franklin County 

P. 156—George W. Oliver 00202-0002001 


P. 127—John Oliver 000001 1001-00000000 1 
P. 124—Nancy Oliver 001001-0011001 
P. 121—Rice W. Oliver 00000 1-00000 
P. 156—Temple A.W. Oliver 10102-0101 
P. 155—Thomas Oliver 000000001-000022 
P. 125— Willis Oliver 00001-10001 


Gallatin County 


P.177—John E. Oliver 2011001-01110101 
Green County 
P. 79— Asa Oliver 00001-30001 
Henry County 
P. 310—James Oliver 20001-010001 
P. 310—John H. Oliver 22000 1-12001 


P. 321—Nicholas L. Oliver 0023101-210201 
P. 310—Peter Oliver 00010001-0101001 
P. 310— William Oliver 

000 120001-00100001 


Hickman County 
P. 18—Martin Oliver 101110001-010112001 


Jefferson County 
P. 133—David Oliver 
P. 147— Elias Oliver 


20001001-0011 
000220001-01 100001 


Jessamine County 
P. 226—Carter Oliver 01001-300001111 
Lewis County 
P.303—Thomas Oliver 0110001 1-0000101 
Lincoln County 
P. 338—David Oliver 0111001-10001 
Madison County 
P. 107—Isaac Oliver 1100011-210001001 
Nicholas County 
P. 208—Robert Oliver 10000 1-20001 
Oldham County 
P. 264—James Oliver 100001-00111 
P, 288—Lewis Oliver 30001-10001 
Perry County 
P. 348—James Oliver 10001-10001 
Shelby County 
P. 193—Lewis Oliver 30000 1-02001 
P. 240— Richard Olliver 10001-00001 
P. 240—Taylor Olliver 0001 1-00200001 
Todd County 
P. 362— Francis Oliver 

0000 1000 1-00000000 1 
Trigg County 
P. 21—L. L. Oliver 00001-10001 
P. 21—Lewis Oliver 1200001-1121001 
P. 20— Walter Oliver 10210001-1201001 
P. 2)— William Oliver 110001-21001 
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Woodford County 
P. 323—Thomas Oliver 
00000100 1 000000001 


1840 KENTUCKY CENSUS 


Allen County 

P, 53—James Oliver 
P. 70—Price Oliver 230001-110001 
P. 76—T. J. Oliver 011001-10001 
P. 58—Thomas W. Oliver 1111001-0000001 
P. 76— Washington Oliver 110001-2000101 


0111001-0011001 


P. 71— William Oliver 10101000 1-00001 
P. 70— William D. Oliver 21001-01101 
Anderson County 
P. 98—Daniel Oliver 1001001-111 10001 
P. 98—James B. Oliver 10001-10001 
P. 87—John Oliver 100001-11001 
P. 87—Sarah Oliver 00121-0200001 
P. 93—Thomas Oliver 

0010000 1-010002010! 
Barren County 
P. 145—George W. Oliver 00002-10001 
Butler County 
P. 384— James Oliver 010001-001001 
Caldwell County 
P. 14—Andrew W. Olliver 00001-00001 
P. 18— Hezekiah Olliver 10001-010001 
P. 46— Josiah Oliver 021201-0110201 
P. 47— Lawson Oliver 011001-110001 


P. 45— Leonard Oliver Sr. 
00100000 | -000000001 


P. 45—Leonard Oliver Jr. 010001-00001 
P. 25—-Levi Olliver 120001-11001 
P. 45—Levin S. Oliver 100000 1-0202001 
P. 14—Nathan Olliver 000 100001-0201 
P. 45—Thomas Oliver 00001-11001 
P. 45—Walter Oliver Jr. 00001-11001 
P. 14— William Olliver 0011001-012101 


P. 47— William Oliver Sr. 
P. 47— William Oliver Jr. 


01011001-12111 
111001-11101 


P. 4— William H. Oliver 120001-21001 
Clark County 
P, 274—-J.E. P. Oliver 10000001-00000001 


P. 268—Joel Oliver 
0131001-1 10001000001 
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Cumberland County 

P. 369—R. W. H. Oliver 000021-20011 
Christian County 

P. 194—John Oliver 100001-212001 
Daviess County 

P. 19—James Oliver 0020001-0100101 
P. 19—John D. Oliver 010001-0210001 
Fayette County 

P. 127—James H. Oliver 00001-10001 


Fleming County 
P. 183—Thomas Oliver 
0012310101-21001001 


Franklin County 
P. 317—Rice Oliver 2000001 1-11001 
Gallatin County 
P. 8—John E. Oliver 0010000 1-0010001 
Hancock County 
P. 2—Robert Oliver 101001-300001 
Hardin County 
P.51—William Oliver 01020001-0013101 
Henry County 
P. 304—N. S. Oliver 10013001-0121001 
P. 288—Peter Oliver 0000 10001-0001 
P. 293—Burrell Oliver 10001 1-00001 
Hickman County 
P. 317—Allen Olliver 10001-00001 
P. 334— George Oliver 00201 1-020101 
P. 320—Leander Oliver 

0000 1000 1 -0000000 1 


P. 318—M. C. Olliver 
0000100000 1-1001001 
P. 317— Martin Olliver 
001000000 1-000010101 
P. 316—Shadrick Oliver 
001100001-1000001 
00001-00001 
101101-211101 


P. 318—W. W. Olliver 
P. 317—-William Olliver 


Jefferson County 

P. 167—Ambrose R. Oliver 
0000001-110102 

P. 26—Dan B. Oliver 100001-100001 

P. 3—Elizabeth Oliver 00000-000000001 


P. 3—John Oliver 
P. 17—Lewis Oliver 
P. 102—N. L. Oliver 


121141-001001 
0120001-120201 
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Jessamine County 
P. 246—Henry Oliver 121001-200001 
Kenton County 
P.261—Charles Oliver 1001001-1011001 
P. 258—Jesse Oliver 11000001-010001 
P. 290—John T. Oliver 00001-10001 
P. 290—Joseph Oliver 00000000 1-0000001 
P. 260—Lewis H. Oliver 1001-1001 
P. 296— William Oliver 11001-00001 
Lewis County 
P. 68—Thomas Oliver 

10010001 1-00000001 


Lincoln County 
P. 102—David Oliver 000010001-21101001 


P.97—Peter Oliver 1110001-01101 

Madison County 

P. 248—Isaac Oliver 11110001001-021101 

Marion County 

P. 304—Robert A. Oliver 00001-00000 

Mason County 

P. 28—Peyton Oliver 00001-0001 

Meade County 

P.107—Benjamin Oliver —_112001-100001 

P. 105—Henry Oliver 10001-20001 

1850 KENTUCKY CENSUS 

Allen County 

J. M. Oliver 23, R.A. 20(f), J.J. 2(m), KY 
KY, p. 149 


J.N. Oliver 20, M.C. 17(f), KY KY, p. 154 

L. J. Oliver 18 (f), KY, p. 145 

James Oliver 50, N. 39(f), D.P. 21 (m), M. 19 
(f), B. 17(m), KY KY, p. 158 

James M. Oliver 28, M. 25(f), M.F. 9 (f), 
E.T. 5(m), G.W. 3(m), KY KY, p. 155 

John W. Oliver 27, VA, p. 161 

T. Oliver 54, L. 50(f), T.M. 15 (m), B.F. 8, 
KY NC, p. 153 

T.J. Oliver 46, F.J.40(f), Wm. T. 20, J.P. 16 
(m),S.F. 11 (f), N.M. 7 (f), G.W. 8/12 
(m), KY VA, p. 149 

W.R. Oliver 20, J. 18(m), C. 16(f), R. 14 
(m), W. 11 (m), P. 5(m), KY KY, p. 182 


Mercer County 
P. 180—Carter Oliver 


Oldham County 
P. !65-—James Oliver 


0120001-1120001 


12210001-102001 


Owen County 


P. 200— William Oliver 001211-010001 
Perry County 

P. 263—Joshua Oliver 11101001-11002101 
Scott County 

P. 72—Frederick Oliver 00001-00000 
Shelby County 

P. 161—Richard Oliver 131001-200001 
P.140—Taylor Oliver 000063-000000301 
Trigg County 

P. 290—James F. Oliver 120101-202001 
P. 290—John Oliver 00001-20001 
P. 290—Leavin Oliver 00110001-1011101 
P. 289—Sandy Oliver 00001-00001 


P. 297— Walter Oliver 


Woodford County 

P. 214—John Oliver 

P. 213—Thomas Oliver 
P. 230—Thomas Oliver 


01001001-1210001 


000000 1-120001 1 
00000000 1-00000 
00000000 !-00000 


W. W. Oliver 56, Susan 56, Wilson 21, T.J. 
19(m), E.C. 16(f), VA VA, p. 160 

William Oliver 77, T. 54(f), E. 30(f), A. 8(0, 
M.7(f), J. 1 (m), NC NC, p. 155 

William D. Oliver 43, E. 34 (f), E.E. 19 (f), 
J.M. 17(m), E.F. 16(f), G.W. 11 (m), 
R.W. 10(m), G.8(m), T.J.2(m), M.J. 
6/12(m), KY KY, p. 155 

William V. Oliver 24, Mary 24, KY KY, p. 
158 


Anderson County 

Asa Oliver 30, Sarah 58, Isaac 26, Josephine 
24, Asa4, Martha Jane 3, Mary E. 1, KY 
KY, p. 228 

Elizabeth Oliver 21, Daniel 56, KY NC, p. 
228 


1850 KENTUCKY CENSUS (Continued) 


James B. Oliver 37, Mary Ann 30, Woodson 
11, Frances 10, Indiana 8, James B. 6, 
John 4, Sarah 2, KY KY, p. 234 

John Oliver 39, Nancy 37, Mahala E. 15, 
Pleasant 13, Lydia E. 11, John D. 5, Asa 
H.2, KY KY, p. 231 

Mahala Oliver 40, Polly 30, James 18, KY 
KY, p. 221 


Barren County 

George W. Oliver 39, Lerilda 38, William T. 
16, Angeline E. 12, David S. 10, George 
E. 8, John E. 5, Susan F. 3, Charles B. 
11/12, KY KY, p. 339 

George W. Oliver 33, Mary 32, Mary Jane 


11, William W. 10, Elizabeth 7, Samuel J. 


4, James J. 1, TN TN, p. 467 


Boone County 

William J. Oliver 36, Alay 33, William J. 10, 
Matilda 9, Sarah J. 6, Adalene 3, VA 
KY, p. 164 


Breathitt County 
Betsy Oliver 24, KY, p. 34 


Breckenridge County 

James Oliver 29, Elizabeth 22, Eliza 6, 
Harden 4, James 2, Harden 28, NC KY, 
p. 70 


Butler County 
Benjamin Oliver 45, Susannah 42, Mary A. 
14, Elizabeth 8, Nancy 3, IN MD, p. 274 


Caldwell County 

Catharine Oliver 37, Henry 20, William A. 
18, Name illegible 14 (f), Name illegible 
12(m), Name illegible 11 (f), George 8, 
Lydia 6, Name illegible 4(m), VA KY, p. 
379 

Cornelius J. Oliver 27, Arsenil 38, Mary A. 
5, Asberry 20, KY VA, p. 396 

Eliza Oliver 16, Matilda 35, KY KY, p. 378 

Hezekiah Oliver 33, Sarah E. 32, John W. 
13, Name illegible 8 (m), Jefferson 6, 
Name illegible 4 (f), Name illegible 2 (f), 
KY KY, p. 395 
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James P. Oliver 57, Susannah 45, Margaret 
23, John 18, Name illegible 15 (m), Lydia 
12, Susannah 11, Sarah 9, William 8, 
Catherine 6, Charlotte 4, Robert E. 2, 
VAKY, p. 396 

John Oliver 22, Elizabeth 19, Henry O. 9/12, 
Not listed, p. 374 

Joseph Oliver 20, Jane 18, KY KY, p. 394 

Josiah Oliver 54, Elizabeth 56, Name 
illegible 27 (m), Name illegible 23 (f), 
Name illegible 20 (f), Name illegible 18 
(m), Name illegible 16(m), VA VA, p. 
393 

Leonard Oliver Sr. 83, Mary 83, MD Not 
listed, p. 374 

Levi S. Oliver 43, Mary 39, Mahala 21, 
Owen 19, Martha 16, Jasper N. 8, Hellen 
R. 4, Mary C. 2, Columbus T. 1, VA VA, 
p. 392 

Nathan Oliver 45, Lucinda J. 39, Amanda 
M. 15, Leven 35, Lydia G. 29, William A. 
2, MDKY, p. 396 

Thomas Oliver 35, Patsey 33, Louraney 8, 
Mary 4, Asa6, Champion 2, VA KY, p. 
374 

Thomas L. Oliver 46, Jane 46, Tinsley 16, 
Susan ___, Henry H.C. __,, James R. 
_—., Michael W. ___, VA TN, p. 379 

Washington W. Oliver 26, Hannah 23, 
William A. 3, Mary C, 10/12, KY KY, p. 
393 

William Oliver 50, Charlotte 46, Louisa 25, 
VA VA, p. 393 


Campbell County 
John Oliver 26, Scotland, p. 33 
Martin Oliver 25, VA, p. 63 


Carter County 
Daniel Oliver 35, Martha 20, VA KY, p. 283 


Christian County 
William Oliver 28, Elizabeth 27, KY KY, p. 
413 


Clark County 

Catharine 19, KY, p. 26 

Elizabeth Oliver 48, Katy 37, Name illegible 
19(m), Eveline 16, Mary 12, KY KY, p. 
54 
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Joel Oliver 50, Polly 40, James 27, Richard 
25, John 24, Henry M. 18, Laura M. 16, 
Polly A. 13, William A. 6, KY KY, p. 35 

Joel S. Oliver 21, KY, p. 35 

Nancy Oliver 64, VA, p. 12 

Thomas Oliver 73, Ann 35, Marine 45, Willis 
31, Albert 34, John 22, Benjamin 20, 
Cames H. 15, Martha F. 17, William 7, 
VAKY, p. 12 

Robert Oliver 27, Isabinda 18, James 4, 
George 1, VAKY, p. 44 


Clinton County 

R. W. F. Oliver, Elizabeth 30, Nancy S. 12, 
Clarissa C. 11, John D. 5, Lucy S. 3, 
Augustin J. 10/12, VA KY, p. 177 


Daviess County 

Ambrose Oliver 38, Sarah 36, Louisa 18, 
Martha 12, Thomas 9, Francis 7, Ann E. 
3, KY KY, p. 335 

Jno. D. Oliver 45, Mary 45, Albt. H. 18, 
Nancy 15, KY KY, p. 376 

Thomas Oliver 62, Martha62, VA MD, p. 
335 


Franklin County 

Lewis Oliver 11, Willis9, KY KY, p. 19 

Rice W. Oliver 56, Eliza Jane 57, Catherine 
A. 18, Mary W. 14, ___ B. 12 (m), 
William H. 10, Delia8, John R. 4, VA 
KY, p. 11 

Willis (C) Oliver 49, Sarah 42, Margarette 
20, William 18, Mary 16, John 15, Nancy 
13, Rice 11, Lucy 8, Henry L.5, VAKY, 
p.5 


Fulton County 

George Oliver 22, KY, p. 129 

Leander Oliver 32, Drucilla 33, Harvey 8, 
Luke 6, John 3, Malisa 1, KY KY, p. 141 

Morton C. Oliver 33, Mary 35, Nancy 10, 
William 8, Crisley 7, Julia Ann 4, KY 
GA, p. 140 

William Oliver 45, Frances 42, William 20, 
Amanda 16, Allen 14, Lucinda 12, 
Thomas 9, James 6, NCIL, p. 140 


Gallatin County 
John E. Oliva 62, Kitty 57, Mary J. 16, VA 
VA, p. 155 


John W. Oliver 31, Ann 20, Mary E. 4, 
Sarah E. 2, KY KY, p. 185 

Rice W. Oliver 23, Pamelia22, KY KY, p. 
173 

William G, Oliver 35, Elizabeth 43, Angeline 
P.9, KY KY, p. 172 


Garrard County 
Jasper Oliver 10, KY, p. 282 


Graves County 

J. L. Oliver 30, Elizabeth 25, Charles 8, 
Mary 6, John 2, VA VA, p. 469 

Mary Oliver 44, William 15, Susan 12, Emily 
10, Cornelia 6, VA KY, p. 450 


Greenup County 
Betsy Oliver 22, Elias 17, KY KY, p. 241 
Cytha Oliver 23, John G. 10, KY KY, p. 227 


Hancock County 

Charles W. Oliver 29, KY, p. 286 

James Oliver 57, James Lewis 24, Elizabeth 
19, VA KY, p. 282 


Hardin County 

Alex? R. Oliver 38, Sarah 30, Drury 14, 
Thomas 7, Alexander 5, George W. 2, 22, 
James Sarah 55(MD), NC NC, p. 347 

Martha Oliver 44, Martha 19, John W. 17, 
Dane 14, NC VA, p. 347 

Robert Oliver 49, Maria 40, Jarret [5, 
Robert 12, Susan 6, Martha 3, Louisa 1, 
MDTN, p. 382 

Sarah M. Oliver 13, NC, p. 347 

William Oliver 50, Mary 20, William 20, 
Harom 27, KY KY, p. 444 


Henderson County 
Alfred Oliver 32, Mary A. 26, Frances 6/12, 
Mary J.2, NJ KY, p. 275 


Henry County 

Bennett Oliver 48, Clamanda 38, Thomas 
12, Wm. 10, KY KY, p. 390 

Precious Oliver 54, John 14, Sarah 17, KY 
KY, p.414 

Robert Oliver 31, Sarah 26, F.E. 1 (f), KY 
KY, p.414 


Hickman County 
Mitta S. Oliver 16, KY, p. 29 


Jefferson County 

Ambrose D. Oliver 57, Pauletta L. 45, 
Farmer 3, NC NC, p. 21 

Ellen Oliver 23, MO, p. 301 
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George W, Oliver 24, Harriet 21,(m) 1, NC 
KY, p. 262 

James Oliver 64, Martha 23, John 12, Susan 
13, VA VA, p. 193 

Joseph H. Oliver 37, Eliza Ann 27, KY KY, 
p. 10 

Lewis Oliver 52, Sarah C. 46, Joseph 25, 
Thomas 23, William 20, Isabella 18, 
Gabriella 16, Millie 14, Charles 7, VA 
KY, p. 301 

Mary Oliver 48, Robert 11, Infiam9(f), PA 
KY, p. 447 

Mr. Oliver 22, PA, p. 240 

R. Oliver 30, Unknown, p. 282 

Taylor Oliver 48, Lucy 46, Mary E. 13, VA 
KY, p. 284 

Taylor Oliver 40, Lucy 38, Betty 14, KY KY, 
p. 373 

Thomas Oliver 28, KY, p. 47 

Thomas Oliver 25, KY, p. 368 


Kenton County 

Ann (Ami) Oliver 50, Thomas 19, John 12, 
PA KY, p. 144 

Charles Oliver 54, Nancy 51, Abe 11, Mary 
14, David 16, VA KY, p. 154 

J.P. Oliver 34, Eliza 27, Leonard 7, Hannah 
5, Missiouri 2, OH KY, p. 193 

John Oliver 22, KY, p. 183 

Joseph Oliver 24, Sally 15, KY KY, p. 193 

Samuel Oliver 2___, Rebecca2__, 
Margaret 10, Elias___, John P. 5, 
Melvina , Elie 3(m), KY KY, p. 239 

William Oliver 27, Hannah 23, Homas 3, 
John 1, OH KY, p. 201 





Lewis County 
Thomas Oliver 70, Sarah 63, PA PA, p. 222 


McCracken County 
J. M. Oliver 25, Martha J.2!, Paulina 4, 
Virginia 3, SC VA, p. 190 


Mason County 

Edward Olliver 27, Rebecha 25, VA KY, p. 
114 

Peyton Olliver 30, Elizabeth 25, Abrvilda 7, 
Anabella 5, Emily 2, VA VA, p. 113 
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Marshall County 
William W. Oliver 33, Anny 32, James S. 9, 
Sarah E. 8, KY NC, p. 477 


Mercer County 

Carter Oliver 50, Betty 52, William 26, Sarah 
24, Mary 22, Lucy 20, Henry 15, Martha 
11, VAVA, p. 240 

James Oliver 26, Harriet 23, KY KY, p. 309 


Monroe County 
Priscilla 15, KY, p.419 


Montgomery County 
Julia Oliver 29, Jane 16, Elizabeth 10, 
Louisa 7, Mary L. 3, NCKY, p. 50 


Muhlenburg County 
Frances Oliver 9, KY, p. 197 


Nicholas County 
Adolph Oliver 16, LA, p. 445 


Oldham County 

Rebecca Oliver 42, Henry 20, Emarine 15, 
Richard 14, Uriah 12, KY KY, p. 112 

William Oliver 20, KY, p. 134 


Owen County 
Nancy Oliver 66, VA, p. 266 


Pendleton County 

Elisha Oliver 29, Catherine 26, Margaret 7, 
Elisha 4, Mary 2, Lewis 9/12, KY KY, p. 
338 


Perry County 

James Oliver 41, Letha 40, Elizabeth 22, 
Thomas 21, James 17, Wiley 15, Sally 10, 
Polly 8, James 6, Alfred 2, NC KY, p. 410 

Joshua Oliver 64, Rachel 53, Ritter 27 (f), 
Shadrick 22, Matilda 20, Henry 18, 
Rachel 12, John 11, MD KY, p. 409 


Scott 
John A. Oliver 30, MS, p. 446 


Shelby County 
E. Oliver 14(f), KY, p. 298 
Lucy Oliver 40, KY, p. 363 


Todd County 
Henrietta Oliver 46, VA, p. 228 
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Jennings Oliver 36, Rachel 33, George 10, 
Susan 9, Parthena 6, John 3, Nancy 3/12, 
VAVA, p. 211 

John Oliver 28, Emily 26, Wellington 7, 
Claudius 4, Andrew 2, Ireland KY, p. 231 


Trigg County 

Andrew W. Oliver 31, Elizabeth 31, Sarah F. 
6, Elbut 4, Nathan T. 1, KY KY, p. 321 

Henry Oliver 33, Margaret 23, Mary C. 1, 
VAVA, p. 323 

John Oliver 35, Mary J. 23, Elizabeth 12, 
Sarah 11, Cynthia 9, Elvina4, Joseph I, 
VAKY, p. 322 

Leaven Oliver 25, Pirmary 23, Lucretia 4, 
Enoch 2, Dulaney 3/12, KY KY, p. 318 

Leaven Oliver Sr. 60, Lurana 56, Delila 14, 
MD MD, p. 320 

Leonard W. Oliver 24, Eliza Jane 21, 
Margaret J. 1, Leaven T. 11/12, KY KY, 
p. 321] 

Nathan Oliver 27, Susanna 26, Susana G. 8, 
Nathan 6, Charlotte 5, Drury W. 3, 
Milton L. 1, KY KY, p. 319 

Nathan T. Oliver 28, Susan 32, George W. 8, 
KY KY, p. 321 

Robert S. Oliver 33, James7, VA KY, p. 307 

Walter Oliver 68, Mary 68, Virginia A. 29, 
Mary 20, Nancy A. 10, Walter A. 9, 
James W.4, MD MD, p. 323 

William Oliver 21, Emily 22, KY KY, p. 321 


Trimble County 
Peter Olliver 72, Nancy 68, Willis 35, 
Malvina 28, George 3, VA VA, p. 430 


Washington County 
Elizabeth Olliver 33, KY, p. 176 


Whitley County 

Charity Oliver 55, NC, p. 361 

Ganderson Oliver 9, KY, p. 359 

Henry Oliver 21, James 14, Simon 19, KY 
KY, p. 388 

James Oliver 35, Nelly 32, KY KY, p. 392 

Polly Oliver 26, Susan 19, KY KY, p. 386 

Robert Oliver 11, KY, p. 344 

Robert Oliver 12, KY, p. 422 

Sarary Oliver 33 (f), Allison 8, Polly 6, 
Jackson 4, Sarah 1, KY KY, p. 386 

Squire Oliver 9, KY, p. 377 

Wilson Oliver 61, Nancy 59, Henry 22, 
James 18, VA VA, p. 386 


Woodford County 

Ambrose D. Olliver 38, Sarah 36, Louisa 17, 
Martha 12, Thomas R. 9, Frances C. 7, 
AnnE. 3, KY KY, p. 446 

Henry Oliver 45, Ann 44, James H. 16, 
William 15, Martin 14, Catherine 12, 
Porter 11, Elizabeth 9, Amanda7, Susan 
7, Nancy 4, VA KY, p. 481 

John Oliver 44, Capamora 46, Isaac 4, 
William 2, Milton7, KY KY, p. 425 

Thomas F, Oliver 20, NC, p. 481 
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INDIANA CENSUSES 


STATE 1816 
1820 INDIANA CENSUS Owen County 
Clark County P.239—JacobOlver ——_221001-2121 
; . 259 —Jacob Oliver - 

Rr ae ae 110110-20010 5 68--Lemuel Oliver 202001-200001 
Dearborn County ; Posey County 
P. 96—Richard Oliver 000201-52110 P1G4-_oacsuelOliver 222001-010001 
Floyd County P. 177— William Oliver 00101-20001 
P. 137—Thomas Oliver 010001-20100 - 

Ripley County 
Knox County P.12—Richard Oliver 00000001-01230001 
P. 87—Abraham Olliver Rush County 
Posey County P. 293—Elijah Oliver 21001-00001 
P. 312—John Oliver 11201-10001 | P.258—John Oliver 12201001-0202101 

P. 293—Joseph Oliver 00012-1001 
Wayne County 
P.216—John Oliver 120010-3000! Union County 
P. 254—-Sarah Oliver 211100-10001 P.233—Jeremiah Oliver 10001-10001 

P. 231—Pleasant Oliver 30001-11001 
1830 INDIANA CENSUS W 

arren County 
Clark County P. 192—Simon Oliver 00001-00001 
P.35—Thomas Oliver 000000001-00111 
: 1840 INDIANA CENSUS 

Daviess County 
P. 367—-Robert Olliver 1011001-111211 Allen County 

P. 32—-Patrick Oliver 20001-01001 
Dearborn County 
P. 224—Benjamin Oliver 11001-1001 Bartholomew County 
P. 224—John Oliver 010101-201001 P.87—Nancy Oliver 00000-0020 1001 


Fayette County 


P. 32—John Oliver 0110001-2112001 


Fountain County 


P. 159—John Oliver 1010001-110001 


Franklin County 


P. 302—Allen Oliver 00110001-2111101 


P. 302— David Oliver 120001-200002 
P. 303—Niscon Oliver 000000 I -00000 
Johnson County 

P. 20—Edward Oliver 310001-00001 
P. 31—Fountain Oliver 01001-10001 


Montgomery County 


P. 28—Ezekiel Oliver 02202001-10110001 


Morgan County 


P. 259—Daniel Oliver 10000 1-000001 


Cass County 


P.219—Eliel Oliver 011031-1100101 


P. 200—John W. Oliver 10001-0001 
P. 199— Joseph Oliver 110001-020001 
P. 210— William Oliver 00001-10001 
Clay County 

P.322—Mitchel Oliver 00000001-00110001 
Dearborn County 

P.95-——-John Oliver 1100001-010001 
Delaware County 

P. 284—-Wesley Oliver 000001-010001 


Fountain County 


P. 244—John Oliver 21101001-0011001 


Franklin County 
P. 302—Fredrick Oliver 00000! -00001 
P. 285—Nixon Oliver 0000000 1 -00000 
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Fulton County 

P. 335—Andrew Oliver 111001-211001 
Gibson County 

P. 8—Eli J. Oliver 20001-00001 
Henry County 

P. 80—John Olivr 01110001-001 10001 
P. 79—Turner Oliver 110001-20102 


Jay County 
P. 74—Joseph Oliver 
0000 10000 1-01010001 


Knox County 


P. 34— Mary Oliver 10001-0010101 
Lake County 
P. 96—Brickley Oliver 110001-00001 
Marion County 
P.241—John H. Olliver 0023001-1101001 
Monroe County 
P. 83~-Daniel Oliver 001001-0000001 
Montgomery County 
P. 222—Ezekiel Oliver 

000200000 1-001 100001 
Owen County 
P. 96—Daniel Oliver 201101-0010001 
P. 107—Needham Oliver 110001-20001 
Perry County 
P.216—Aguiler Oliver — 11 1001-12100101 
Porter County 
P. 256—Elliott Oliver 0000 1-000010001 
P. 256—John Oliver 10000 1-02001 
P. 262—Thomas Oliver 2110001-011001 
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Bartholomew County 
William Oliver 23, IN, p. 330 


Benton County 
William L. Oliver 27, Mary Ann 22, JohnS. 
26, KY IN, p.5 
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Posey County 
P. 325—-Elizabeth Oliver 11-013101 
P. 303—John Oliver 111201-110101 
P. 295—Joseph Oliver 30001-10001 
P. 325—Rebecca Oliver 00311-0001001 
P. 332—Simon Oliver 121001-000001 
P. 296—William Oliver 000001001-221001 
Pulaski County 
P. 337—Elijah T. Oliver 012101-000101 
P. 337—-Joseph Oliver 20001-11001 
Putnam County 
P. 431—Abram Oliver 

00000000 1-00000001 
P. 431—James Oliver 21001-10001 
P. 431—Jeremy Oliver 220001-011001 
P. 431—Morris H. Oliver 00000 1-30001 
Randolph County 
P. 69—John W. Oliver 10001-10001 
Ripley County 
P. 111—Martin Oliver 140001-100001 
Rush County 
P.178—John Oliver —00103001-00021001 
P. 178 —William Oliver 001001-011001 
Saint Joseph County 
P. 40—Andrew Oliver 00000 1-0001 
P. 16—George W. Oliver 0110001-011001 


P. 29-——Moses Oliver 
P. 40—William Oliver 


0112001-1101001 
011011-110001 


Tippecanoe County 

P. 444—Benjamin Oliver 10001-10001 
P. 486—Samuel Oliver 01100001-01 
Wayne County 

P. 263—Pleasant Oliver 10001-1001 


Carroll County 

Charles Oliver 54, Nancy 49, Philip S. 19, 
Mary A. 16, John K. 11, Samuel W. 10, 
Lavina 8, Rufus 7, DE DE, p. 344 

Harrison Oliver 32, John W. 2, OH IN, p. 
346 
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Cass County 

John Oliver 31, Rhody 28, IN IN, p. 408 

John Oliver 64, Nancy J. 63, Elizabeth 21, 
Joseph W. 8, KY KY, p. 497 

Robert Oliver 44, Ellen 45, James 14, Nancy 
J. 12, Ellen 9, William 8, Rebecca 6, 
Amanda 3, PA KY, p. 459 


Clark County 
Sarah Oliver 36, IN, p. 98 


Clay County 
Hannah Oliver 50, James 23, PA NY, p. 240 


Dearborn County 

John Oliver 53, Hetta 47, Daniel 13, 
Elizabeth 9, Levi 7, Jonathan 20, Matilda 
18, Mary Ann 21, PANY, p. 351 

Mary A. Oliver 21, IN, p. 369 

Patrick Oliver 67, Phebe 54, Hester Ann 24, 
Elizabeth 20, Patrick Jr. 32, Ireland NJ, 
p. 397 

Richard Oliver 79, Elizabeth 69, Cynthia 
Graves 38, MD RI, p. 446 

Soloman Oliver 34, Samantha 25, Patrick 8, 
Eliza J. 6, Tescmiales 5 (m), William 3, 
Elizabeth 2, OH IN, p. 397 


Delaware County 

John A. G. Oliver 15, Mary A. 13, Sarah P. 
11, KY KY, p. 320 

Penelope Oliver 17, KY, p. 304 


Elkhart County 

George Oliver 26, Jane 23, Samuel 5, 
Bomilla 4, Cephus 2, Martha M. 2, OH 
PA, p. 51 

P. H. Oliver 39, E. W. 22 (f), F. Ellen 2, NC 
NY, p. 70 


Fountain County 

Betsy M. Oliver 43, ?, p. 139 

John Oliver 62, Ann 53, John S. 22, Ruth P. 
27, Phebe A. 25, Jacob R. 19, Silus 14, 
David T. 12, John W. 8, SCVA, p. 113 

William M. Oliver 30, Catharine 28, Mela 3, 
Rebecca E. 1, OH MD, p. 113 


Fulton County 

Andrew Oliver 49, Rebecca 41, David 17, 
William 15, Elizabeth 13, Jane 11, Henry 
9, PA OH, p. 441 


Gibson County 

Eli J. Olover 36, Jane 34, John 13, William 
11, Mary E. 9, James 7, Eli 5, Robert 3, 
Lilly 1, NCSC, p. 128 

Jacob Oliver 38, Sarah 24, Lewis 13, Mary 
A. 5, Benjamin 3, Nancy J. 1, NCKY, p. 
6 


Grant County 

David Oliver 31, Delilah 25, Sarah A. 12, 
Elizabeth 10, John 8, Harriett J. 5, 
Jeremiah 4, Joseph !/12, PA MD, p. 142 


Greene County 

John Oliver 36, Sarah 44, Juliann 16, 
Martha 13, Mary I, Margaret 8, 
Elizabeth 4, George 2, Samuel 68, GA 
TN, p. 305 


Henry County 

Turner Oliver 42, Nancy 39, Elizabeth 19, 
John 17, Sabine 14, Jane 10, Michael 9, 
Joseph 7, Leroy 5, Lemuel 4, Martha I, 
KY KY, p. 392 


Huntington County 

John Oliver 36, Elizabeth 23, George 7, 
Susannah 5, David 3, Benjamin 1, OH 
IN, p. 18 

Richard W. Oliver 46, Jane B. 41, Reuben J. 
22, Abraham H. 20, Nicholas B. 19, 
Alexander V. 17, Henry W. 15, Erastus 
H. 10, Andrew Jackson 3/12, VA PA, p. 
| 


Jasper County 
Elijah L. Oliva 22, KY, p. 272 


Jay County 

Martha Oliver 6, MD, p. 300 

Zacheriah Oliver 23, Sarah A. 23, America 
1, KY KY, p. 368 


Jefferson County 

Isaac Oliver 23, Mary 27, IN KY, p. 77 

John Oliver 36, Ann 36, Martha J. 10, Susan 
E. 8, Levina P.5, Emma A. 3, Lucinda J. 
3/12, KY OH, p. 145 

Obadinia Oliver 48 (f), John H. 19, 
Alexander 17, Sam] 16, Martha 14, VA 
NC, p. 202 

Owen Oliver 49, Bridget 49, Ireland Ireland, 
p. 132 

Pleasant G. 9, NC, p. 202 
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Johnson County 
Elizabeth Oliver 16, KY, p. 31 


Knox County 
George Oliver 16, IN, p. 198 


LaGrange County 

Andrew Oliver 40, Amanda 40, Lois 8, 
Elisabeth 6, Jane 4, Scotland NY, p. 15 

Elizabeth 69, Scotland, p. 12 

James Oliver 50, Polly 55, Thomas L. 21, 


Elizabeth Ann 18, William J. 16, Sarah J. 


14, Robert J.R. 12, VA KY, p. 19 

Lewis Oliver 33, Catherine 33, Mary 7, 
Thomas P. 5, Eliza J. 1,OH OH, p. 22 

Robert Oliver 32, Nancy 27, Alice P. 7, 
Margaret 7/12, England NY, p. 16 

Thomas Oliver 35, Emily 41, John T. 18, 
James 15, Maria 14, Lewis 12, Emily 10, 
Mary A. 7, Thomas 4, Melinda J. 2, OH 
VA, p. 27 


Lake County 

Barkley Oliver 40, Alice M. 38, James C. 16, 
William W. 14, Rebecca J. 10, Caleb H. 
6, OH OH, p. 133 

Elliot Oliver 31, Clarissa 27, Haslin S. 4, 
Susan G. 3, PA NY, p. 147 

Thomas Oliver 52, Deborah 41, Jane 17, 
John 15, Stephen 12, Robert 8, Bruce 6, 
Marquis 2, Elisabeth 1/2, PA NY, p. 130 


Marion County 

John H. Oliver 56, Martha 56, Dandridge 
22, Benj. F.21, Ann M. 11, VA VA, p. 
159 

Richard Oliver 26, Margaret 24, John R. |, 
IN OH, p. 232 


Miami County 
Elijah Oliver 22, IN, p. 130 
William Oliver 20, IN, p. 110 


Monroe County 
Catharine Oliver 24, VA, p. 317 
Thomas C. Oliver 22, IN, p. 348 


Montgomery County 

Daniel Oliver 30, Mary E. 20, Nancy R. 2, 
Sarah A. 1,OH VA, p. 424 

Elias Oliver 43, Dassy 39, Mary A. 10, 
Hannah 8, Minerva J. 5, Gabriel S. 2, 
Dorsey | (f), OH KY, p. 370 
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Ezekiel Oliver 79, Elizabeth 24, Rebecca 22, 
NJ OH, p. 392 

George W. Olliver 35, Emily 35, Abel 12, 
Harriet 15, Martha 8, Rosella 6, Ezekiel 
2, Ambrose M. 4/12,OH OH, p. 425 

Minerva Oliver 34, Allen 16, Mary J. 15, 
Joseph E. 11, ININ, p. 435 

Thomas Oliver 33, Jane 25, Cornelia4, Wm. 
H. 2, Susan E. 1,OH KY, p. 396 

William Oliver 23, Ann 21, Mary E. 8/12, 
OH KY, p. 396 

William Oliver 20, IN, p. 423 

William Olliver 18, IN, p. 388 


Morgan County 
Daniel Oliver 47, Barbary 50, Elbert 14, 
John 22, IN SC, p. 17 


Owen County 

Needham Oliver 40, Anna 38, Michelle 16, 
Luvina 14, Samuel 12, Sally 10, Nancy 8, 
Polly 6, Margaret 4, Betsy 2, NC NC, p. 
138 


Porter County 

Albert Oliver 22, Catharine 22, Arvilla M., 
NY NY, p. 148 

Elizabeth Oliver 34, Mary J. 18, Celitha Ann 
16, John E. 10, David B. 8, Celina E. 6, 
George E. 4, OH OH, p. 137 

Moses Oliver 56, Polly 56, Zebidiah 17, MA 
NY, p. 148 


Posey County 

Alfred Oliver 11, IN, p. 239 

James Oliver 30, Mary 30, Samuel 5, 
Margaret 4, Rebecca A. 2, Robert F. 1, 
KY IN, p. 216 

Job Oliver 27, Elizabeth 25, William 5, 
Thompson 4, Cynthiana 2, KY IL, p. 318 

Johnson Oliver 22, Elizabeth 18, IN IN, p. 
241 

Joseph Oliver 45, Louisa 23, Josiah 14, John 
12, Elizabeth 10, David 8, Jane 6, Wm. 5, 
Harriett 3, Felix 1, KY IN, p. 239 

Rachel Oliver 17, IN, p. 242 

Rebecca Oliver 56, John 23, KY KY, p. 318 

Susan Oliver I7, IN, p. 168 

William Oliver 50, Hilla 49, James 19, 
Midda 18, Celia 16, Rachel 14, Susan 12, 
Gilson 10, Wm. 7, Arena3, NC KY, p. 
242 
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1850 INDIANA CENSUS (Continued) 


Pulaski County 

Mary Jane 13, IN, p. 329 

Rachel Oliver 33, Sarah J. 14, Jacob 12, 
William 10, Joseph 5, OH IN, p. 332 


Putnam County 

Henry Oliver 23, IN, p. 547 

James Oliver 39, Nancy 35, Jackson 16, 
Allen 14, Rosanna 12, Anainson 10(m), 
William 9, Martin 7, Rachel 5, James H. 
3, NCNC, p. 420 

Jemima Oliver 16, IL, p. 547 

Jeremiah Oliver 47, Lucinda 44, Elizabeth 
22, John 20, Mary J. 19, Abram 16, 
Jasper 13, William 11, Charlotte 7, 
James M. 5, Eliza A. 3, NC KY, p. 420 

Morris H. Oliver 40, Perlinor 36, Martha 14, 
Mary 12, Maria 9, Sarah 8, Daniel 6, 
Allen 4, NC KY, p. 374 

Thomas Oliver 63, Zilpah 58, Francis M. 21 
(m), Mary Ann 16, Newton 14, Jasper 12, 
Emily J.5, Margaret T. 4, NC NC, p. 548 


Ripley County 
Elisabeth Oliver 42, VA, p. 248 


Rush County 

Benjamin Oliver 34, Rachel 26, Julia4, KY 
KY, p. 439 

Jane Oliver 68, Jim 29, Ellen 24, Geo. 25, 
Sarah 2, Margaret 14, VAKY, p. 442 

Thomas Oliver 35, Rachel S. 30, Mary A. 1, 
Ireland IN, p. 443 

William Oliver 8 mos., IN, p. 431 


St. Joseph County 

Andrew Oliver 41, Amanda 29, Lewis 8, 
Elizabeth J. 6, Lucinda J. 4, Scotland 
NY, p. 100 

Franklin Oliver 40, Mary W. 36, Daniel 20, 
John 17, Hiram 12, Alvira 10, Alonzo 3, 
NY NY, p. 123 

George W. Oliver 50, Sarah 44, George W. 
Jr. 22, Disbro S. 19, Sarah L. 15, Mary 
W.9, VT NY, p. 103 

James Oliver 27, Susan 26, Josephine 4, 
Scotland NY, p. 104 

John Oliver 21, Thomas 19, Ellen 17, 
Elizabeth 9, Scotland Scotland, p. 109 

William J. Oliver 29, Lucina D. 25, Louis J. 
7(f), William H. 4, Scotland NY, p. 100 


Spencer County 
Albert Oliver 28, OH, p. 27 


Tippecanoe County 
Michael Oliver 5, IN, p. 43 


Union County 
Oliver H. Oliver 17, IN, p. 356 


Vigo County 

Charles Oliver 24, OH, p. 226 

Peter Oliver 27, Mary 23, Winfield 1, 
Elizabeth 18, OH OH, p. 258 


Wabash County 

Benjamin Oliver 33, Lebethany 31, Mary A. 
11, John W. 9, James W. 7, Sarah J. 4, 
David 2, Ritta M. 2/12, Sampson E. 
2/12, OH OH, p. 316 


Whitley County 
Gordon A. Oliver I, IN, p. 493 
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ILLINOIS CENSUSES 


STATE 1818 
1820 ILLINOIS CENSUS Bond County 
Rawabie Counts P. 117—Asa Oliver 000100 1-0000000 1 
P. 10-—James Olver 100110-01021 Cass County 
P. 35—Charles H. Oliver 00001-00101 
Johnson County 
P.77—John Oliver 100200-10101 Cook County 
Monroe Couey P. 255—-Mrs. Jane Oliver 0101-00100! 
Pe) Tea liver 00100-00000 P. 229—John A. Oliver 00001-10001 
Edgar County 
aa ie teste 00010-00100 P58 Michael Oliver 11201-21001 
Fayette County 
1830 ILLINOIS CENSUS P. 167—James A. Oliver 010001-11001 
P. 173—John Oliver 210001-00001! 
Adams County 
P. 278—Elias Olvier 00001-00001 Hamilton County 
P. 278—John Oliver 01121001-0011001 =P. 136—Lanson Oliver 2010001-131101 
P. 278—Levi Oliver 01122001-0000201 
Hancock County 
Hancock County P. 190—David Olivar 00001-00001 
P. 283—Alexander Oliver 1121001-1102001 P.190—Alex' Oliver 00110001-00110001 
Monroe County Jo Daviess County 
P. 166—James Oliver 10001-0000101 P.358—Alexander Oliver 000001!-100001 
Randdiph County P. 384— Richard R. Oliver 11001 1-110001 
: : P. 382—-Thomas Oliver 00000 1-00000 
P.151—Durritt Oliver 011 1101-1313001 P. 383---William Oliver 00001-10101 
P. 136—Baptiste Olivia 000001-00001 : 
P. 136—Bartholomew Olivia Johnson County 
210001-1011001 = P.405—John Oliver 1102001-0020101 
P. 408— William H. Oliver 00001-0001 
Sangamon County 
P. 165—Berrell Oliver 00001-10001 Lee County 
Shelby County P.219—John C. Oliver 00000 1-30001 
P. 132—Joseph Oliver 010001-10101 Livingston County 


Tazewell County 
P. 157—Alexander Oliver 1121001-1102001 


Vermilion County 
P. 1!7—Harrison Oliver 20001-00011 
P. 1!17—Lemuel Oliver 01011001-01010001 


1840 ILLINOIS CENSUS 


Adams County 

P. 67—Elias Oliver 13000 1-0000001 
P. 23—John Oliver 000000000 !-100000001 
P. 26—John D. Oliver 10002-20001 


P. 230—Franklin Olliver 01110001-0001001 


Madison County 
P. 113—James Oliver 11001-21001 
P. 150—John Oliver 20001-10001 


Monroe County 


P. 334--James Oliver 00111001-211011 


Randolph County 

P. 241 Isaac S. Oliver 100101-22101 
P. 228—-James Oliver 0010001-1 
P. 208—-Palasha Oliver 0111-0100001 
P. 228— William Oliver 101001-110001 


1840 ILLINOIS CENSUS (Continued) 
Shelby County 


P. 171—Joseph Oliver 1000001-111011 
Stark County 

P.213—Thomas Oliver 0220201-0002101 
Tazewell County 

P. 36—John H. Oliver 00001! 1-00011 
Vermilion County 

P. 86—Bushrod Oliver 10001-10001 
1850 ILLINOIS CENSUS 


Adams County 

James G. Oliver 36, Sarah 37, Mary A. 15, 
Richard R. 13, Eliza J. 11, Adeline J. 9, 
Martha J.7, John A. 5, Nancy M. 3,OH 
MO, p. 300 

John Oliver 72, Mary 66, VA VA, p. 76 

John Oliver 39, Margaret 39, Mary T. 14, 
George H. 13, Eliza E. 10, Charles H. 5, 
OH PA, p. 313 

William Oliver 30, Elisabeth 18, KY KY, P. 
179 


Cass County 

C. H. Oliver 34, Segara 29, Wm. 9, Charles 8, 
Monis 6, Briesly 4, Edward 2, PA PA, p. 
41 

C. W. Oliver 26, Mary 27, Mary J. 5, Henry 
A.4, Rebecca 2, Amilia 1, KY KY, p. 39 


Coles County 

George Oliver 30, Fanny 30, James A. 8, 
Samuel 6, Rosanna 5, George M. 1, NC 
NC, p. 35 


Cook County 

Alfeus Oliver 50, Clementine 35, Minerva 7, 
Lucian 5, Unknown, p. 314 

Geo. Oliver 21, Scotland, p. 312 

Geo. W. Oliver 23, Elizabeth 19, M.A. 11/12 
(f), NY NY, p. 421 

John A. Oliver 35, C.R. 30(f), Euphema 11 
(f), E. Isadore 8 (f), Josephine 5, Wm. 2, 
NJNJ, p. 386 

Martin Oliver 18, Unknown, p. 454 

Mrs. Oliver 50, Scotland, p. 120 

Mrs. Oliver 45, Scotland, p. 211 
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P. 105—John Oliver 00001-00001 
P. 86—Harrison Oliver 1210101-20001 
P. 86— William P. Oliver 00001-00001 
Whiteside County 
P. 326— William Olliver 

0000100 1-0000001 
Winnebago County 
P. 412—Charles Oliver Jr. 10002-00011 


DuPage County 
David W. Oliver 25, Rhidelia 23, Willis 
8/12, VT VT, p. 60 


Fayette County 

James A. Oliver 44, Anna 39, Elizabeth 19, 
William 17, Cornelia 14, Mary Anne 8, 
James 2, Nancy 2, TN TN, p. 399 

John R. Oliver 39, Lavina 35, James R. 16, 
John C. 14, William E. 12, Washington 
C. 10, Levi J. 8, Lydia L. 6, Mary T. 1, 
TN VA, p. 429 


Fulton County 
David Oliver 31, Susanna W. 22,OH OH, p. 
151 


Greene County 
William T. Oliver 12, John A. 10, Charles T. 
TALIL;p:2 


Grundy County 
Gilbert W. Oliver 30, Maria 58, Margaret 36, 
Letitia 20, NY NY, p. 157 


Hamilton County 

Lawson Oliver 50, Mary 47, Martha 25, 
William 21, Elizabeth 18, Matilda 25, 
Lucinda 15, Albert 14, Arlampa 12 (f), 
Samuel 10, VA VA, p. 220 


Hancock County 

Elias Oliver 41, Elizabeth 48, John H. 18, 
Jacob M. 16, Elias W. 14, Richard M. 9, 
Elizabeth S. 7, KY MO, p. 292 


Hardin County 
Pelina Oliver 17, IN, p. 3 
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1850 ILLINOIS CENSUS (Continued) 


Henry County 

Lancelot Oliver 55, Elizabeth 60, OH PA, p. 
110 

Lancelot Oliver 25, Harriet 22, OOH OH, p. 
110 

Robert Oliver 29, Mary 19, Columbus 3, 
James 19,OH OH, p. 101 


Jo Daviess County 

Alexander Oliver 40, Susan 38, Catherine 
12, Isabell 86, Sarah 45, PA PA, p. 300 

Elizabeth Oliver 22, Wm. 4, Elizabeth 2, PA 
IES ps 172 

Elizabeth Oliver 26, Fanny E. 8, Frederick 
W. 6, England England, p. 282 

Nicholas Oliver 47, Prudence 47, England 
England, p. [81 

Richard R. Oliver 45, Rebecca 43, Thomas 
A. 18, Mary E. 16, James E. 13, Amanda 
N.9, Rebecca A. 5, Miranda L. 3, KY 
TN, p. 207 

William Oliver 40, Jane 45, Mary 12, 
England Ireland, p. 194 


Johnson County 

Alfred B. Oliver 28, Maria 24, ILIL, p. 352 

James F. Oliver 25, Sarah A. 20, Lewis Caps 
8/12, ILIL, p. 331 

John Oliver 52, Celia 53, Dorcas 22, John B. 
18, David Y. 14, NC NC, p. 362 

John Oliver 25, Susan 24, Samuel W. 3, 
Mary A. 1, KY IL, p. 370 

Joseph Oliver 21, Elizabeth 22, KY TN, p. 
366 

Samuel Oliver 56, Polly 57, Cynthia 23, 
Jemima A. 2!, Richard 19, SC SC, p. 370 

William Oliver ‘?, Susan 25, John Minneys 7, 
Nancy J. 4, Thomas B. 2, TN NC, p. 332 


Kane County 

Henry Oliver 37, Aurelia 34, Nathaniel J. 13, 
Levina 10, James H. 3, Julia A. 2, NY 
NY, p. 138 

John Oliver 55, Caroline 45, ME MO, p. 109 

Patrick Oliver 28, Julia 26, John 5/12, 
Ireland Ireland, p. 133 


Knox County 
Mariah Oliver 3, IL, p. 391 


Lake County 
John Oliver 34, VA, p. 95 


LaSalle County 

John Oliver 27, Unknown, p. 331 

Martin Oliver 19, OH, p. 331 

Peter Oliver 40, Elias 12, England England, 
p. 260 

Richard Oliver 35, Mary A. 31, Prudence J. 
6, Sarah A. 5, Mary S. 3, England 
England, p. 260 

Samuel Oliver 57, Eliza 39, J. F.4(m), C. 2 
(m), Mary J.7, PA OH, p. 178 


Lee County 

James Oliver 22, England, p. 133 

John C. Oliver 46, Lydia M. 33, Margaret E. 
12, Julia M. 10, Lucretia 8, Lydia 6, 
Stephen F. 4, PA NH, p. 76 


Livingston County 

Franklin Oliver 23, Ann 50, NJ PA, p. 147 

Franklin Oliver 63, Woodnet 28 (m), 
Franklin 23, NJ NJ, p. 154 

James Oliver 19, NY, p. 157 


Madison County 

John Oliver 28, Maria 25, England England, 
p. 384 

John C. Oliver 40, Cynthia 33, Enoch 16, 
William 14, Sarah A. 11, James 8, Isaac 
3, TN TN, p. 400 

John H. Oliver 31, Salome 35, Joseph 64, 
Dorothy 66, Frances E. 21, Thomas J. 
19, William C. 14, Great Britain Great 
Britain, p. 562 


Marion County 

Wesley Oliver 37, Mahala 25, William 16, 
Henrietta 15, Elizabeth 7, Sarah 5, John 
3, James 1, NCKY, p. 64 


Massac County 
Shadrack Oliver 39, Sally 63, Joseph 22, 
Nancy 29, KY NC, p. 241 


McHenry County 

Alpheus Oliver 25, NY, p. 490 

Henry Olver 56, Jane 52, William H. 17, 
Elizabeth Device 34, Wm. J. 14, Ireland 
Ireland, p. 419 


1850 ILLINOIS CENSUS (Continued) 


McLean County 

Elizabeth Oliver 63, CT, p. 18 

William Oliver 68, Mary 57, Elizabeth 22, 
Isabella 18, William 16, Maria 14, 
Margaret 12, Ireland Ireland, p. 82 


Monroe County 
James Oliver 55, Sarah 16, Melissa8, John 
6, ILIL, p. 28 


Peoria County 

H. O. Oliver 30, PA, p. 132 

Jane Oliver 29, OH, p. 133 

John Oliver 44, Sally 24, Louisa8, Mary F. 
6, Emeline 3, OH TN, p. 330 


Randolph County 

Adam Oliver 47, Rebecca 44, Alexander 18, 
William S. 13, Mary 10, Margaret 8, 
John 2, SCSC, p. 107 

John Oliver 22, TN, p. 62 

Julia Oliver 17, Mary 15, Charles 10, Nancy 
8, ILIL, p. 104 

Nicholas Oliver 30, Rosalie 24, Louis 20, 
Joseph 13, ILIL, p. 98 

William Oliver 34, Mahala 25, James 18, 
Emmiline 14, William A. 13, Mary E. 11, 
Nancy J. 9, William D. 3, Isaac 8/12, TN 
IL, p. 44 


Rock Island County 

Valentine Oliver 30, Mary 27, Charles 5, 
Mary 3, Kate 1, Germany Germany, p. 
221 


Sangamon County 
Burrell Oliver 45, Ann 46, Saml 16, John 13, 
Burrell 9, James 6, Ann 3, KY KY, p. 299 


Scott County 
Eliel Oliver 20, Nancy 16, Mary E. 11/12, 1A 
IA, p. 43 
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Joseph E. Oliver 25, Mary Jane 21, IATA, p. 
43 


Stark County 

Adam Oliver 36, Agnes 22, George | / 12, 
Scotland Scotland, p. 238 

Andrew Oliver 30, Ellen 22, Scotland 
Scotland, p. 233 

Henry Oliver 18, Scotland, p. 237 

Polly A. Oliver 3, IL, p. 237 

Thomas Oliver 64, Margaret 58, Ann 25, 
William 23, Thomas 21, John 15, 
Scotland Scotland, p. 238 


Stephenson County 
Catherine Oliver 72, AL, p. 374 


Tazewell County 

Thomas P. Oliver 58, Eliza 56, Thomas P. 
Jr. 25, Benj. F.9, Mary 6, Martha 5, N__ 
=PA; ip) 23 


Union County 
Sarah G. Oliver 25, OH, p. 233 


Vermilion County 

Bushrod Olliver 43, Mary A. 33, Sarah J. 14, 
Samuel 11, Robert W.9, Asa6, Mary 4, 
KY VA, p. 244 

John Oliver 29, Elizabeth 24, Juliet 9, Calvin 
7, James 4, Sarah 3, Sinai 1, William 
11/12, KY KY, p. 356 

William P. Oliver 32, Martha A. 31, Mella J. 
10, Isabel 7, Mary F. 6, Louisa 5, Martha 
A. 3, William C. 10/12, KY KY, p. 365 


Warren County 

David S. Oliver 48, Jane 35, Elisabeth 22, 
Ema 10, Shadrich 8, Luvina6, Minerva 
Jane 3, Lancelot 2,OH NY, p. 64 


Whiteside County 
George Oliver 23, NY, p. 430 
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MISSOURI CENSUSES 


STATE 1821 
1830 MISSOURI CENSUS Lewis County 
P. 190—Dixon Oliver 100001-0001 
Callaway County 
P.67—James Oliver 2112001-0211001 Lincoln County 
Cane ChraraearCounty P. 240—James Oliver 30001 1-00001 
P.462—John Oliver 00010001-00001001 © Montgomery County 
Jackson County P. 197—John Oliver 2112001-0111001 
P.321—JosephOliver 00001-0000! 294 will Olver 01101-22100 
P. 321—William Oliver 0001201-0001011 , 
Montgomery County New Madrid County 
P.215._John Oliver 12001-11001 P.218—-Ephraim W. Oliver 1011201-10001 
P. 215— William Oliver 10001-1000! Newton County 
St Chartes County P. 252—Alfred Oliver 210042-12011 
: : P. 253—Hamson Oliver 10003-20001 
P.281—Archibald Oliver 0001401-20212 B 944 Wayne Olver 00103-1001 
Wayne County f 
: Pike County 
Ee eine 311001-001001 p76 John Oliver 200001-210001 
1840 MISSOURI CENSUS Randolph County 
Henton County P. 277—Henry Oliver 00001-0001 
; P. 277—John Oliver 00010001-1 120001 
Fe lier 00001-10001 277 Joseph Oliver 11001-10001 
Boone County P.271—Presley T. Oliver 
P. 74—Isaac Oliver 21010001-113301 0101201-11010101 
P. 274—Tilmon C. Oliver 10001-20001 
ger nes Ee P.276—William Oliver 
. —Foste 1VE€ 
01001001-21001001 
30013000 1-010010001 ee 
St. Charles County 
Collanay Ccumty P.13—John Oliver __110001-120021001 
P. 201 —Isaac Oliver 
000310001-000000001 Saline County 
P. 223—James Oliver 020001-20101 P.78—W.N. Oliver 200002-20101 
Cape Girardeau County Taney County 
P. 259—James Ollar 00001-00001 P.116—James Oliver  01110001-1011001 
P. 246—John Oliver 10001-0001001 =P. 115—John Oliver 20001-10001 
P. 259—Sarah Ollar 100010111001 P.116—William Oliver 00001-00001 
Clay County Warren County 
P.6—Samuel Oliver 000001-100001  P. 165—John Oliver 00101-300001 
Lafayette County Washington County 
P. 166—Andrew W. Oliver 000001-00001 P.198—Jeremiah Oliver 0100001-0000001 
P. 166—Joseph H. Oliver 00001-0001 


Wayne County 


P. 223—John Oliver 0221101-0001001 
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1850 MISSOURI CENSUS 


Audrain County 

Edward Olover 41, Phebe 33, James M. 16, 
John H. 14, Ann E. 12, Robert S. 10, 
Lewis W. 4, Infant 6/12(m), KY KY, p. 
86 


Benton County 
Adaline Oliver 7, Edwin 5, MO MO, p. 313 


Boone County 

George Oliver 30, Ann E. 20, Elizabeth I, 
KY MO, p. 411 

Isaac Oliver 64, Polly 50, Phebe 21, Ann H. 
18, Jacob W. 17, William 13, Madison 
11, Harriet 10, NC NC, p. 338 


Buchanan County 

William N. Oliver 45, Charlotte 33, Susan 
12, William 10, Ann 1, VA, England, p. 
108 


Caldwell County 
Florence Oliver 14, MO, p. 181 


Callaway County 

Benjamin Oliver 31, Amanda D. 24, Sarah 
C. 3, Henry T. 1, VA VA, p. 243 

Benjamin A. Oliver 38, Nancy J. 36, Isaac 
W. 16, Angeline 13, George W. 11, 
Rachel C. 9, James M. 6, Benjamin F. 4, 
John R. 2, KY KY, p. 275 

Henry Oliver 29, Lucy 25, Abram 26, 
Abraham H. 7/12, VA VA, p. 262 

James Oliver 46, Nancy 35, William 16, 
Rachel !4, James H. 10, Margaret A. 8, 
George 5, Samuel T. 3, Thomas J. 6/12, 
KY KY, p. 306 

Obediah 24, Elizabeth L. 18, Mary A. 2/12, 
VA MO, p. 265 

Thomas Oliver 40, Mary 40, John 18, 
Elizabeth A. 18, Isaac 16, Catherine 14, 
Irvine 12, Thomas 10, Benton 8, Amelia 
J.6, VAKY, p. 261 


Cape Girardeau County 

John Oliver 35, Margaret 22, Richard B. 11, 
Charles A. 8, Luella 3, John F. 2, Robert 
5/12, NCNC, p. 388 


Cass County 

John Oliver 44, Mary 19, Archibald 18, 
Nancy 15, Margaret J. 14, Jane G. 12, 
KY MO, p. 106 


Clay County 

Samuel Oliver 40, Elizabeth 40, Sarena 8, 
Louisa 7, Charles 4, Isabellal, KY KY, 
p. 385 


Cole County 
George H. Oliver 28, PA, p. 68 


Dallas County 
F. John Oliver 33, TN, p. 309 


Franklin County 

George Oliver 27, Mary A. 26, Thomas 
8/12, TN MO, p. 68 

William Oliver 23, KY, p. 134 


Greene County 
Thomas C. Oliver 25, KY, p. 268 


Howard County 
Frances Oliver 16, MO, p. 225 


Lafayette County 
Benjamin Oliver 22, James 20, VA VA, p. 
187 


Lincoln County 

James Oliver 39, Laura A. 36, John A. 14, 
George W. 12, James W. 11, Elizabeth A. 
9, Margaret 7, Nancy E. 5, Louisa O. 
9/12, KY MO, p. 467 


Livingston County 

John C. Oliver 44, Jane P. 41, George H. 21, 
John B. 18, Sarah 15, Thomas E. 12, 
Mary E. 7, Margaret P. 5, VA VA, p. 65 


McDonald County 

Alfred Oliver 46, Virginia 36, Ugenia 15, 
William H. 19, Lafayette 14, Thomas 
Barton 12, Flora A. 9, Josephine 7, Sarah 
5, Alfred A.B. 3, TN PA, p. 117 

Azariah Oliver 15, Hulda 11, MO MO, p. 
116 

John G. Oliver 61, Cela 50, John R. H. 15, 
TN NC, p. 114 

Wayne Oliver 35, Elizabeth 34, Martha 11, 
Mary 8, Seburn P. 6, Hugh B. 4, TN KY, 
p. 117 


1850 MISSOURI CENSUS (Continued) 


Montgomery County 

Angeline Oliver 40, Dewey 20, George 19, 
Angeline 15, Nancy 11, William 9, TN 
MO, p. 187 

John Oliver 58, Margaret 55, Sheldon 28, 
Rachel 26, James 21, Sarah 19, John 16, 
Isaac 14, Albert 13, KY KY, p. 202 

Joseph Oliver 49, Margaret 27, Sarah 9, 
John 7, Catherine 5, Mary 3, Josephus 
8/12, VA MO, p. 214 

Martillous Oliver 32, Miriarn 29, Margaret 
8, Mary 4, Isaac 1, KY MO, p. 200 

Robert L. Oliver 4, MO, p. 201 


New Madrid County 

John Oliver 22, IL, p. 279 

S. V. Oliver 43, Mehebable 40, Isaac 18, 
Clarke 14, Mirick 11, Henry 9, Elizabeth 
6, Mary 4, Angeline 2, VA NY, p. 280 


Newton County 
E. W. Oliver 36, Lucretia 30, W. W. 12(m), 
MO MO, p. 311 


Osage County 
William Oliver 18, Elizabeth 43, Sarah 20, 
MOTHN, p. 445 


Pike County 

John Oliver 47, Ellender 38, Letitia 16, 
Elizabeth 15, Samuel 13, Mary 12, 
Jackson 10, George 8, Nancy A. 6, 
Celene 4, Jane 3, Almond 3, Infant I (m), 
VA VA, p. 222 


Platte County 
Elizabeth Oliver 76, KY, p. 289 


Randolph County 
Henry Olliver 31, Pauline 27, William S. 10, 
J.H.7(m), Jane A.5, KY KY, p. 205 


523 


John Oliver 63, Cynthia 52, William 26, 
Cynthiann 18, Sarah N. 11, NCKY, p. 
211 

P. T. Oliver 52, Jane 53, Frederick 21, 
Martha 18, Mary 9, VA KY, p. 262 

Simeon Oliver 31, Elizabeth 17, KY MO, p. 
256 

Tilman C. Oliver 37, Mary C. 30, John A. 
14, Sarah A. 12, Elizabeth E. 10, William 
R.9, Mary J. B. 5, Joseph E. 6/12, KY 
KY, p. 208 


Schuyler County 

Mathew D. Oliver 40, Elizabeth 37, Milton 
B. 17, Mary B. 15, Sarah A. 13, Lura E. 
10, William L. 8, Joseph C. 4, KY KY, P. 
96 


Scott County 
Eliza Oliver 40, Germany, p. 181 


Sullivan County 
John L. Olliver 22, Nancy 18, Mary 57(VA), 
Louisa 24, Martha J.?, TN NC, p. 327 


Taney County 
W. Oliver 33 (m), A. 31 (f), E.9(f), KY TN, 
p. 345 


Washington County 
Jeremiah Oliver 54, Elizabeth 19, NY KY, p. 
136 


Wayne County 

James Oliver 32, Nancy 34, Emily A. 6, 
Fatama 4, Albert J.2, NC NC, p. 211 

John Oliver Sr. 61, Rachel 56, John 29, 
Reanna F. 24, NC NC, p. 207 

Robert Oliver 25, Elizabeth 19, NC KY, p. 
204 
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1820 GEORGIA CENSUS 


Chatham County 
P. 94— William F. Oliver 


Clarke County 
P. 123—John Oliver 
P. 11 !—Whiting Oliver 


Columbia County 
P, 35—Icabod Oliver 


Elbert County 

P. 193—Dyonisus Oliver 
P. 162—James Oliver 

P. 190—McCarty Oliver 
P. 190—Peter Oliver 

P. 177—Shelton Olover 
P. 182—Simeon Oliver 
P. 177—Thomas Oliver 
P. 193—Thomas Oliver 


Emanuel County 
P. 84—John G. Oliver 
P. 92— William Oliver 


Greene County 

P. 252— Andrew Olliver 
P. 204— John Olliver 

P. 204— William Oliver 


Hall County 
P. 126—James Oliver 


Jackson County 
P. 305—Elijah Oliver 
P. 285—Samuel B. Oliver 


Jasper County 
P. 254—Charles Oliver 


Jones County 

P, 131—Benjamin Oliver 
P. 125—Caleb Oliver 

P, 125—John Oliver 

P. 131—John Oliver 

P. 123—Samuel Oliver 


Laurens County 
P. 15—(Not legible) Oliver 


GEORGIA CENSUSES 


0001 10-10100 
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STATE 1788 
P. 15— Oliver No figures 
P. 14— McDaniel Oliver 121101-32010 
P. 12—Reskin Oliver 110010-00111 
00010-10100 14—Risden Oliver 01010-00100 
P. 14— William Oliver 000100-00100 
RGGI McIntosh County 
° P. 29—James Oliver 200111-20100 
Oglethorpe County 
00010-00000 182—John Oliver 010010-41010 
Pulaski County 
te ands P.70—Caty Oliver 01000-20110 
310201-11010 P. 72—James Oliver 200010-20010 
000001-00001 Screven County 
000100-10100 P.252—Elijah Oliver 110010-00100 
200100-00100 P.249—James Oliver 000001-00100 
200100-00100 P.261—John Oliver 200010-10100 
001(12)12-00001 =P. 257—Moses Oliver 100101-20100 
P. 257—Thomas Oliver 000100-01000 
P. 249—Risden Oliver Jr. 320010-00010 
aon P. 249—William Oliver No figures 
: P. 249—William W. Oliver 120110-11100 
Warren County 
pes hehgeecd P.279—James Oliver 100010-00201 
10101-01201 P.279—Terry Oliver 000010-10100 
Washington County 
P. 140—Asa Oliver 000010-00100 
000010-00100 & 140—JohnM. Oliver 00010-10010 
P. 132—Marten Oliver 500000-00001 
200010-33110 P.138—Rowan Oliver 400010-10010 
21010-30010 Witkerson County 
P. 215—Eadeth Oliver 000000-30001 
210001-41010 
1830 GEORGIA CENSUS 
111010-11010 Bibb County 
000011-00001  P.76—John Oliver 20001-00011 
210010-00000 P.65—Samuel Oliver 
100101-23110 10100001-00110001 
2101-0 Bulloch County 
P.93—C. A.B. Oliver 00001-0001 
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1830 GEORGIA CENSUS (Continued) 


Chatham County 


P. 269—George Oliver 110101-110001 


P. 268— James Oliver No figures 
P.278—W. N. Oliver 1100001-111001 
Clarke County 

P. 301 —Francis Oliver 10000 1-02201 


P. 301—John Oliver Senr. 
00000000 1-00000 
P. 300—John L. Oliver 000001-2020101001 


Decatur County 
P.14—Thomas Oliver 00001101-0010001 
DeKalb County 
P. 39—James Oliver 11101-11001 


P. 48—Thomas Oliver 111101-120001 


P. 34— William Olliver 


001100000 1-010010001 
Elbert County 
P. 150—Dymsius Oliver 0110001-210001 
P. 156—Henry S. Oliver 20000 1-020001 
P. 142—Jackson Oliver  00001-00011001 


P. 150—McCarty Oliver Senr. 


02011001-0011001 

P. 156—Nancy Oliver 10101-10202101 

P. 150—Bergean Oliver 010111-10001 

P. 151-—Shelton Oliver 00001-0001 

P. 147—Simeon Oliver 202001-21001 
P. 136—Thomas Oliver 

00102101-00100001 


P. 152—Thomas W. Oliver 121001-110001 


Emanuel County 


P. 177-—William Oliver 20110001-1211001 


Franklin County 

P. 254— Elizabeth Oliver 011-001101 
Greene County 

P. 272—James G. Oliver 11011-10001 
Gwinnett County 

P. 376—Samuel Oliver 1000001-31001 
P. 324—-Simeon Oliver 10001-10001 
Hall County 

P. 89—James Oliver 000011-210001 


P. 90—Peter M. Oliver 
P. 73—Samuel K. Oliver 


011001-10101 
1110101-212101 


Hancock County 

P. 163—William Oliver 00001-00001 
Harris County 

P. 187—Jacob Oliver 10000 1-000020001 
Houston County 

P.261—Phinnihas Oliver 0121001-00101 
Jackson County 

P. 315—Andrew Oliver 20000 1-02001 
P. 313—Elijah Oliver 2001 101-00001001 
Jones County 

P. 429—Benjamin Olliver 0110001-01100! 
P. 434— Mathew Olliver 121001-002001 
Laurens County 

P.20—George W. Oliver  00002-0010001 
Lee County 

P. 26—J. G. Oliver 011101-111001 
McIntosh County 

P. 124—Sophin Oliver 0101-001201 
Monroe County 

P. 185—James Oliver 111001-00000 
P. 192—James Oliver 110001-230001 
P. 226— William Oliver 10001-00001 
Newton County 

P. 53—Janus Oliver 10001-10001 
P. 11—Samuel Oliver 120001-10002 
Pike County 

P. 127—Charles Oliver 12100001-211101 
Pulaski County 

P. 152—James Oliver 


000001000 1-00020001 
P. 161—Martin Oliver 2410001-100011 


Rabun County 
P. 226— Michael Oliver 
101000001-31 1000001 


Richmond County 

P. 269—Alpha Oliver No figures 
P. 270—Billy Oliver No figures 
P. 260—S. H. Oliver 00001-00000 
Screven County 

P. 315—Jacob Olliver 032011-010001 
P.316—John Olliver 1110001-10001 


1830 GEORGIA CENSUS (Continued) 


P. 317—Thomas Olliver 11101-10001 
P. 317—William Olliver 110121-011001 
Talbot County 

P.334—John Oliver  00010001-00202001 
Twiggs County 

P. 63—James Oliver 311011-011101 
P. 83—Luraney Oliver 11-100001 
P. 61—Wiley Oliver 20002-00101 
P. 82— William Oliver 200001-12011 
Upson County 

P. 112—William C. Oliver 0001-10001 
Ware County 

P. 211—Lucretia Oliver 0011-0110001 
P. 195—Terry Oliver 0000101-000001 
Washington County 

P. 267—Asa Oliver 010001-10001 
P. 241—James Oliver 00001-10010001 
P.271—JohnM. Oliver —2100001-011001 
P. 264—Oden Oliver 20002001-401000101 
P. 263— Roan Oliver 0121001-0001001 
1840 GEORGIA CENSUS 

Bibb County 

P. 75—John Oliver 11 1001-110001 
P. 86— William B. Oliver 10001-00001 
Burke County 

P. 157—Quilpha Oliver 00000-000001 
Chatham County 

P. 139—HenryG. Oliver 000001-0011001 
P. 152—Lewis Oliver 311001-00001 
P. 138— William Oliver 001101-0310001 


Clarke County 
P. 213—Charles Olliver 
P. 204—F. H. Olliver 
P. 204—John Olliver Jr. 
000000000 1-000 100000 1 
P. 204—John L. Olliver 
0100001-1110001001 


010201-101001 
321000 1-100001 


Cobb County 

P. 271—J. H. Oliver 11011-10001 
P. 242—P. M. Oliver 1001001-120001 
P. 272—S. K. Oliver 11100001-011111 


527 


Decatur County 
P. 15—Moses Oliver 1120101-100101 
P. 15—Whittenton Oliver 201011-01100101 


Dooly County 
P. 96— Elisa Oliver 00000-000301 
P. 104—Graddy Oliver 020001-21001 
P. 92—James G. Oliver 200 1001-02201 
Elbert County 
P. 146—C. D. Oliver 00001-00001 
P. 171—James Oliver 

000010000 1-001 10001 
P. 172—Shelton Oliver 000001-12001 
P. 147—Thomas Oliver 

00000000 1-000000001 
Floyd County 
P. 254— Mary Olliver 22-000001 
Franklin County 
P. 337— Jackson Oliver 30001 1-000011 
Greene County 
P. 36—John Oliver 211001-110001 
P. 32— Mathew Oliver 0112101-1000001 
Habersham County 
P. 143—Elizabeth Oliver 

0001 1-0001001001 

Hall County 
P. 188—John Oliver 00000 1 -00000 
Harris County 
P. 276—Henry J. Oliver 0220001-0002001 


P. 254—J. Oliver 
110010001-11001001 


P. 263—J. Oliver 010001-01001 
P. 256—R. R. Oliver 00001-00001 
P. 258—T. W. Oliver 0011001-00101 
Henry County 

P. 353—W. D. Oliver 0000 1-000010001 
Houston County 

P. 383—Joseph Oliver 1000001-21001 
Jackson County 

P. 27—Andrew Oliver 0120001-210001 
P.43—Elijah Olvier  00000001-01000001 
P. 26—Robert E. Oliver 00001-1000101 


Laurens County 


P. 156—Sarah Oliver 00000-0000000! 
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Lee County 

P. 173-—Elias Oliver 010011-00001 
P. 185—George Oliver 0100001-200011 
Lumpkin County 

P. 255—Tiley Oliver 10001-01001 
Marion County 

P.79—William H. Olliver —120001-020001 
McIntosh County 

P. 85—Sophia Oliver 00001-0000001 
Meriwether County 

P. 120—Thomas J. Oliver 10001-1000! 
Monroe County 

P. 208—J. V. Oliver 0011001-00000 
P. 207—W. Olvier 000000 1-000001 


Muscogee County 


P. 303— Aaron Oliver 0010001-1112201 


P. 301 —James Oliver O111101-111101 
Pike County 

P. 130—Mary Oliver 1112-0011101 
P. 147—-WilliamC. Oliver 210001-111001 
Pulaski County 

P. 172—M. Oliver 00120001-00000 
Rabun County 

P.214—Thomas W. Oliver 000001-00000 
Randolph County 

P. 258—James W. Oliver 00001 1-00002 
P. 248—Rowan Oliver 00003001-0000001 
P. 252—Zachariah Oliver 00001-20001 


Richmond County 


P. 268—S. H. Oliver 00002 1-202001001 


1850 GEORGIA CENSUS 


Baker County 
William C. Oliver 18, GA, p. 48 


Bibb County 

Andrew Oliver 23, SC, p. 160 

Ellen Oliver 35, Martha 20, GA GA, p. 147 

Mahitter Oliver 16, Wm. M.7, GAGA, p. 
147 


City of Savannah 


P. 25—-George Oliver 0102001-0110011 


P. 24— Rose Oliver No figures 
Screven County 
P. 102—Elijah Oliver 00012-00001 


P.99——Mathes Olives 0102011-112011 


Sumter County 

P. 164—John M. Oliver 1101001-0001001 

Talbot County 

P. 207—John J. Oliver 00001-20001 

P. 210—John S. Oliver Jr. 00001-20001 

P. 210—John Oliver Sr. 
01000000 1 -0000 10001 

Troup County 

P. 330—Guilford H. Oliver 320001-202001 

P. 321—James Oliver 0121011-0123011 

P. 331—Nancy Oliver 00001-001001001 

P. 325— Winston Oliver 100101-11001 

Walton County 

P. 108—Samuel Oliver 10120001-02100101 

Ware County 

P. 134—-Charles Oliver 020001-110001 

Warren County 

P. 187-Terry Oliver 000000 1-0000001 

Washington County 

P. 222—Asa Olliver 200000 1-110001 

P. 222—James Olliver 10000 1-10001 

P. 223—John L. Olliver 20111-10001 


P. 226—Oden Olliver 
000100000 1-00100201 


Nancy Oliver 40, Perry 22, Martha 17, 
Robert 13, Eliza8, GA GA, p. 162 

Nancy Oliver 42, Sarah 20, Wm. 15, 
Caroline 10, Joab 8, Martha6, GA GA, 
p. 207 

S. Olliver 19, GA, p. 137 


1850 GEORGIA CENSUS (Continued) 


Burke County 

Anthony Oliver 28, Mary 25, William 8, 
Cebility 6, Catharine 4, Lourania 1,GA 
GA, p. 326 

Elizabeth Oliver 18, GA, p. 301 

Hampton Oliver 30, Lourania 23, Amanda 
8, GAGA, p. 326 

McDaniel Oliver 36, Lucy A. 36, Ann F. 3, 
James H. 1, Thomas W. 28, GAGA, p. 
326 

Thomas Oliver 21, Eliza 16,GA GA, p. 326 

Zelpha Oliver 45, GA, p. 302 


Campbell County 
Pleney Oliver 20, Ga. p. 451 


Chatham County 

Eliza Oliver 48, GA, p. 262 

George Oliver 29, Rebecca 25, Mary 6,GA 
GA, p. 290 

J. A. Oliver 30, Jane 20, GA GA, p. 330 

James Oliver 43, Sarah 41, Sarah Ann 21, 
England England, p. 258 

James L. Oliver 46, Isabella F. 43, Scotland 
Scotland, p. 250 

Sarah A. Oliver 58, Margaret 20, SC GA, p. 
289 

William Oliver 59, Mary 49, Stephen H. 10, 
Harrit, 12, Sarah 16, NC NC, p. 337 


Cherokee County 

Alexander Oliver 28, Mary A. 23, Samuel L. 
2, Emanda M. 8/12, GASC, p. 503 

Samuel Oliver 48, Joseph G. 36, Reuben 13, 
Dorcas A. 8, Mary 6, Lewis B. 4, Sarah 
36, SC SC, p. 516 

Samuel K. Oliver 63, Martha 45, David M. 
22, Rachel P. 20, William N. O. 18, Corry 
W. 16(f), KY SC, p. 503 


Clarke County 

Charles S. Oliver 45, Catharine M. 45, 
Salina J. 7, Caroline S.1, Mary Ann 
Richards 21, England England, p. 16 


Cobb County 

James H. Oliver 41, Sarah M. 34, Lindly K. 
16, Andrew W. 13, Mary E. 12, Emeline 
E. 10, Samuel A. 7, Sarah A. 3, James H. 
1,SCSC, p. 106 
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Peter Oliver 56, Lidia P. 56, Mary C. 19, 
Arnena 16, Maria A. 13, Thos. J. 11, 
William 9, Louisa 6, SC SC, p. 232 


Crawford County 
Charlotte Oliver 8, GA, p. 412 
S. E. Oliver 18 (f), GA, p. 385 


Decatur County 

M. Oliver 55, Zelpha 35, David 18, Bennet 
15, Barbary 12, Frances 7, Louisa3, GA 
GA, p. 51 


DeKalb County 

Delila Oliver 24, Howell C. 2, John F.1,GA 
GA, p. 129 

Jane Oliver 78, Ireland, p. 151 

John S. Oliver 29, Emily 22, Georgia A. 7, 
Joshua 4, GA GA, p. 221 


Dooly County 

James G. Oliver 33, Leweser 23, Charity E. 
6, Nancy Z. 5, Sarah M. 3, Permelia J. 1, 
NCGA, p. 250 

James G. Oliver Sr. 56, Dorothy 40, 
Elisabeth 22, Mary 17, Giles 13, Daniel 
11, Lewiser 8 (f), William 6, Joshua 4, 
Joseph 1, NCGA, p. 252 

John F. Oliver 24, NC, p. 249 

Joshua B. Oliver 47, Sarah Ann 37, James 
19, Elisa 16, Elisabeth 14, Lewisa 10, 
Rebecca 8, George An 6(f), Ira4, Jacka 
Ann2, NCGA, p. 266 

Larkin Oliver 22, GA, p. 285 

William B. F. Oliver 38, Sarah A. 33, John 
L. 12, William F. 9, Victoria L. 7, Henry 
G. 4, Alice T. 2, NC GA, p. 250 


Elbert County 

J. A. Oliver 33, S. 32(f), A.6(F), J.F.5(m), 
M.E. 4(f), F. 1 (f), GA GA, p. 374 

L. Oliver 64 (f), A. 34(m), GA GA, p. 374 


Emanuel County 

John Oliver 25, GA, p. 446 

Melba Oliver 28, Perry 7, Nancy 35, Mary 
32, Sarah 24, GA GA, p. 486 

William Oliver 77, Bosier 1 {(m), NC GA, p. 
485 


Franklin County 
Emus Oliver 26, Annice 30, Sims J. 4, Mary 
D. 2, Susan 6/12, NC GA, p. 242 


530 


1850 GEORGIA CENSUS (Continued) 


Jackson Oliver 41, Mary 47, Dionysus 16, 
William C. 14, Thomas (P) 10, Sarah A. 
8, GAGA, p. 320 

William T. Oliver 32, Mary A. 28, Sarah A. 
7, Susannah 5, Elizabeth 3, NC GA, p. 
269 


Gilmer County 

Thomas W. Oliver 32, Mary 28, John C. 7, 
Benjamin F. 6, Nancy A. 4, Albert M. 3, 
Sarah N, 2, SC NC, p. 389 


Greene County 

James Oliver 24, GA, p. 97 

John G. Oliver 48, Mary 34, John 17, James 
15, Reuben H. 13, Charles C. 11, Eliza 
10, Emalene 7, Milus 5, Columbus 2, NC 
GA, p. 73 

Thomas Oliver 23, GA, p. 104 

William Oliver 26, Jane 28, Mary J.3,GA 
GA, p. 88 

Willis J. Oliver 26, Lena 20, John F. 3, 
Lucinda 1, NCGA, p. 77 


Habersham County 

David S. Oliver 30, Charlotte 28, E.A.O.7 
(f), L.O. 4(f), Z.O. 2(f), A.O. 1 (m), SC 
SC, p. 323 


Hall County 
John C. Oliver 48, M. 24(f), W. 1(m), NC 
GA, p. 408 


Harris County 

Jacob Oliver 48, Elizabeth 45, William J. 21, 
Elizabeth 19, NC NC, p. 115 

John J. Oliver 59, Louisa E. 47, Pendleton 
20, Joseph C. 9, Philip 7, Emily C. 6, 
Winston S. 3, Samantha 9/12, GAGA, 
p. 65 

R. R. Oliver 33, Sarah A. 33, James M. 6, 
Robert J. 4, Martha A. 2/12, GAGA, p. 
78 

Sarah Oliver 28, NC, p. 59 

William Oliver 20, NC, p. 132 


Houston County 

Henry C. Oliver 18, GA, p. 346 

William M. Oliver 26, Winifred 20, Sarah 1, 
GAGA, p. 346 


Jackson County 

Andrew Oliver 56, Mary 47, Charles 24, 
James 20, John 18, Mary 16, Lavina 13, 
Sarah 11, Martha9, Amanda6, NCSC, 
p. 69 

Elijah Oliver 69, VA, p.9 

Robert E. Oliver 35, Minerva 36, Jane A. 11, 
James H. 9, Andrew G.7,SCGA, p. 76 


Laurens County 
Jas. H. Oliver 20, GA, p. 245 
Sarah Olliver 65, SC, p. 263 


Lumpkin County 

Curtis Oliver 27, Nancy 24, Mary Ann 3, 
Thomas 2/12, Unknown SC, p. 7 

William Oliver 49, Margaret 40, Linsey 4 
(m), SC VA, p. 45 


Macon County 

Thomas P. Oliver 25, GA, p. 155 

William Oliver 50, Henry 16, Joseph 14, 
Kendrick 10, GA GA, p. 147 


Marion County 

John P. (T) Oliver 20, GA, p. 230 

Littleton Oliver 26, Clementine 22, George 
4, Abraham 3, Sarah 2, John 7/12,GA 
SC, p. 288 


McIntosh County 
Sopha Oliver 65, CT, p. 217 


Meriwether County 
James Oliver 35, Eliza J. 23, NC NC, p. 334 


Monroe County 
E. G. Oliver 24, GA, p. 79 


Morgan County 
Carmelia Oliver 17, GA, p. 140 
Louisa Oliver 16, GA, p. 145 


Murray County 

Fila Oliver 46, Sarah 36, John N. 18, Milly 
M. 10, Phebe S. 7, Armanda 2, SCTN, p. 
254 


Muscogee County 

James Oliver 50, Sophia 49, Lucinda 20, 
Nancy 18, Sanford 14, Catherine 12, 
George 7, SCGA, p. 413 

John Oliver 25, GA, p. 424 


1850 GEORGIA CENSUS (Continued) 


Newton County 

Joseph Oliver 15, GA, p. 452 
Martha Oliver 30, SC, p. 450 
S. H. Oliver 15, SC, p. 451 


Oglethorpe County 
Shelton Oliver 49, Martha M. 39, Camella 
17, Martha F. 13, Eliza6,GA GA, p. 40 


Paulding County 

Moses B. Oliver 43, Sevina 31, Francis M. 14 
(m), Martha 11, John W. 7, Emily E. 4, 
GAGA. p. 96 


Pike County 

Alfred G. Oliver 28, Bathena 27, William G. 
8,S.T. 7(m), Winney E. 6, John A. 4, 
Nancy A. 2, James H. 1, NCGA, p. 177 

Charles W. Oliver 27, Jane 26, Samantha H. 
7, John(N) 3, GAGA, p. 151 

John Oliver 28, Elizabeth 28, NC GA, p. 178 

Mary Oliver 50, Andrew 21, David M. 18, 
James R. 14, GAGA, p. 179 

Shadrick Oliver 33, Martha P. 16, Nancy E. 
8, Winey T. 6, Mary M. 3,S.B.3(m), NC 
GA, p. 178 


Pulaski County 
Martin Oliver 61, Sarah 30, Missouri 12, 
Margaret 9, NC GA, p. 258 


Randolph County 

Jas. M. Oliver 25, W.A. 24(f), S.H.2(f), J.S. 
1(m), GAGA, p. 401 

James H. Olliver 43, Susan 41, Geo. W. 8, 
GAGA, p. 367 

John Oliver 40, Bonney 26, G.A.6(f), M.F. 
4(m), GA GA, p. 438 

Joseph Olliver 22, Elizabeth 18, Jas. 1,GA 
GA, p. 401 

Roan Oliver 27, Martha 23, Bryant 8,GA 
GA, p. 424 

Roan Oliver 63, Milley 62, Wash- 53 (f), 
Nancy 20, Jeremiah 18, Sarah 14,GA 
GA, p. 433 

Sirous (R) Oliver 39, Nancy 30, Mary 7, 
Catherine 5, Caroline 3, GA SC, p. 437 

Zach Oliver 30, Catharine 30, Joshua 9, 
Cyrus 7, GAGA, p. 429 
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Richmond County 

Affe Oliver 70, GA, p. 442 

Stephen H. Oliver 45, Louisiana N. 13, 
Alabama J. 11, Florida E. 8, George S. 5, 
Robert C. 18, NJ GA, p. 451 


Screven County 

Calvin Oliver 25, GA, p. 33 

Elijah Oliver 34, Robert W. 10,GA GA, p. 
34 

George Oliver 56, Samuel E. 19, SC GA, p. I 

Martha Oliver 45, B.W. 22(m), Virgil G. 17, 
Joseph R. 15,GA GA, p. 34 

McDaniel Oliver 35, Sarah A. 30, Elijah 8, 
Jacob 6, George 3, Jackson 1,SC SC, p. 
34 

Thomas W. Oliver 24, Eliza 22, Virginia6, 
Mary 4, Anna 2, GAGA, p. 33 

W. W. Oliver 29, Catharine 24, Green W. 8, 
Henrietta 5, Thomas 4, William 2, SC 
SC, p. 34 


Stewart County 
Matthew Oliver 53, Rachel 52, Thomas 19, 
Mary 13, NCGA, p. 56 


Sumter County 

John Oliver 30, Matilda 23, Eliza 2, John 
11/12,GAGA, p. ISI 

William Oliver 13, GA, p. 153 


Talbot County 
John Oliver 78, VA, p. 299 
William Oliver 32, GA, p. 251 


Troup County 

James Oliver 54, Catharine 55, Jane 24, 
John H. 22, Permelia C. 22, Francis M. 
17(m), Jacob C. 17, Ann 15, NC NC, p. 
60 

James B. Oliver 27, Milley A. 20, Georgia A. 
4, Frances E. 3, Wm. J. 1, Permelia H. 
4/12, NCGA, p. 60 

Mary Oliver 11, Thomas 6, GA GA, p. 74 

Thomas Oliver 19, GA, p. 75 


Union County 

James Oliver 50, Edith 60, NC NC, p. 271 

James M. Oliver 19, Martha 25, Lydia 2, NC 
NC, p. 271 

Joseph Oliver 60, SC, p. 259 
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Walker County 

F. Oliver 50, Mary 20, France France p. 381 

James Oliver 50, Mary 47, Polly A. 14, Catey 
10, George W. 6, James Davis 21, 
Martha E. 15, VA NC, p. 404 

William Oliver 24, Lucinda A. 18, TN TN, p. 
405 

James C. Oliver 23, TN, p. 407 

John W. Oliver 46, Eliza 41, Amanda 10, 
John S. 8, Geo. L.5, Mariah L. 1, VA 
VA, p. 381 


Walton County 
Mary Oliver 11, NC, p. 46 


Ware County 

Charles A.S.B. Oliver 57, Mary 45, William 
19, Charles 17, Amelia 14, Catharine 12, 
Madeline 8, Thomas 5, Mary 3,GA GA, 
p. 117 


Washington County 

Asa Oliver 60, Elizabeth 30, Caroline 17, 
Daniel 10, John 9, Harrison7, Mary 4, 
Martha 2, GA GA, p. 258 

Henry J. Oliver 44, Sarah J. 26, Sarah A. 2, 
NY GA, p. 237 

John L. Oliver 45, Letissa A. 32, Sarah A. 
14, Eldridge 13, William 11, Elizabeth 10, 
Mary A. 8, John7, GAGA, p. 223 

Sarah Oliver 35, Julian 8, Septha6(m), 
Elizabeth 64, GA GA, p. 222 
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ALABAMA CENSUSES 
STATE 1819 


1830 ALABAMA CENSUS 


Clarke County 

P. 231—Hardy Oliver 00001-0001 
Conecuh County 

P. 112—John Oliver 311011-0010011 
P. 100—Joseph Oliver 10000 1-00001 
P. 105—Samuel W. Oliver 01001-10001 
P.91—Whiting Oliver 001102-10101 
Lauderdale County 

P. 206—Daniel Oliver 00001-0001 
Lawrence County 

P. 281—John Oliver 000001-31001 
P. 248--Joseph Oliver 01001-20001 


P. 249—Richard M. Oliver 21002-01001001 


Limestone County 

P. 19—Robert Oliver 110001-300001 
Madison County 

P. 76— Margaret Oliver 111-110001 
P. 105—Peter G. Olliver 211047-00001 
Monroe County 

P. 47— William Oliver 0012001-001001 
Montgomery County 

P. 193—Samuel C. Oliver 200101-0001 
Pike County 

P. 46—Lucinda Oliver 10102-0221001 
P. 82—Theodore Oliver 210001-01001 
P. [!—William Oliver 00001-1100101 
St. Clair County 

P. 231—John Oliver 00001-00001 
P. 243— William Oliver 0122101-010001 
Tuscaloosa County 

P. 349—J. C. Oliver 1010001-001001 


1840 ALABAMA CENSUS 


Barbour County 


P. 65—Wily Oliver 112001-10001 


Benton County 


P. 34—Ira Oliver 00001-00001 


P. 34—-Joseph Oliver 22011-00001 
Butler County 

P. 142—John Oliver 200001-100011 
P. 160—Samuel Oliver Jr. 20000 1-10001 


P. 160—-Samuel Oliver Sr. 
21111001-0011001 


Chambers County 
P. 207—Francis M. Oliver 010001-21001 
P. 207—James O. Oliver 0000 1-2000001 


P. 207—McCarty Oliver 
010100001-00000001 


Cherokee County 
P. 114—L. K. Oliver 10100001-22201 
Conecuh County 
P.267—Elizabeth Oliver 01211-0000101 
P. 266—Joseph Oliver 11000001-120001 
P, 272—-Richard Oliver 10000 1-2000101 


Coosa County 
P. 304— William K. Oliver 
0100001-220000001 


Dale County 

P.13—Charles Oliver 111020001-1110001 
Dallas County 

P. 88—S. Oliver 0221001-101101 
DeKalb County 

P. 162—M. B. Oliver 11001-10001 
Franklin County 

P. 254—John Olliver 11001-1200001 


Greene County 


P. 132—Henry Oliver 021201-301101 


Jefferson County 

P. 183—John Oliver 110001-010001 
Lauderdale County 

P. 110—Daniel Oliver 100001-11001 
P. 126—S. Oliver 0121-11001001 
P. 117—W. Oliver 00110001-0100001 
P. 117—W. I. Oliver 00001-01 


1840 ALABAMA CENSUS (Continued) 


Lowndes County 

P. 230—C. T. Oliver 110001-001101 
P. 232—H. W. Oliver 00001-0001 
P. 230—John Oliver 00001-00000 
Madison County 

P. 154—Mary Oliver 2101-12101 
P. 132—Peggy Oliver 0000-020001 
Marshall County 

P.84—Benjamin Oliver 00000010001-01 
Mobile County 

P. 129—C. Oliver 00101-00100001 
P.93—Francis H. Olliver 01001-0010001 
Montgomery County 

P. 183—John A. Oliver 20001-0001 
P. 163—N. M. F. V. Oliver 0003-00000 
P. 149—Samuel C. Oliver —1111201-200001 
Perry County 

P. 262—-Augustus Oliver 110001-20001 
P. 285— Elizabeth Oliver 0000-100001 
P. 277—Lucinda Oliver 0001-0011101 
P. 277—M. W. Oliver 10001-0001 
P.289—Martha Oliver 00001-000110001 
Pickens County 

P. 347—Hiram Olliar 0111001-01101 
1850 ALABAMA CENSUS 


Barbour County 

Augusts Oliver 25, Anna 17,GA AL, p. 179 

Charles T. Oliver 39, Lidia22, GA GA, p. 
178 

James Oliver 11, SC, p. 150 

James H. Oliver 21, Lucinda 19, Milbra 
6/12, GAGA, p. 253 

John L. Oliver 60, Elizabeth 55, Mary 21, 
Caroline 19, Wesley 17, Lucy 12,GA 
GA, p. 245 

Joseph Oliver 44, Catherine 30, William 16, 
Joseph 1,SCSC, p. 134 

Joseph Oliver 77, Sarah 74, NC NC, p. 150 

M. D. Oliver 24, Nancy [7, Sarah 1, GAGA, 
p. 16t 

M. D. Oliver 22 (f), GA, p. 197 
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Pike County 
P. 374—James C. Oliver 00002-1001001 
P. 383—Mary Oliver 011-20101 


P. 392— William Oliver 21010201-011001 


Russell County 
P. 34—Berryman Oliver 
P. 16—P. Oliver 


2201011-101001 
00010001 -00010001 


St. Clair County 


P. 230—James Oliver 00001-00001 
P. 243— William Oliver 00010001-000 
Sumter County 

P. 78—Llewellyn Oliver 10000!-01001 


Tuscaloosa County 
P. 226—John C. Oliver 
00000000 I -0000000 1 
P. 226—R. C. F. Oliver 20001-0001 
P. 266— Richard Oliver 
10010001-1001100) 
P. 226— Robert Oliver 


000 10001-10100001 


P. 226—Robert F. Oliver 00001-2001 
Wilcox County 
P. 328—S. W. Oliver No figures 


Samuel Oliver 32, Nancy 21, John A. 11, 
Sarah 6, Martha 4, William 1,SCGA, p. 
150 

Thomas Oliver 28, Lydia 22, GA GA, p. 242 

Wiley Oliver 47, Milbray 43, Sarah 18, 
Jasper 15, Gorney 12(m), Alexander 10, 
GAGA, p. 160 

William Oliver 22, Mary 22,GA GA, p. 196 


Benton County 

Lewis Oliver 40, Sarah 36, William 21, A. 19, 
Daniel 16, Stephen 13, L. A. 10, Hiram 7, 
J.W.5,SCSC, p. 308 


Butler County 
Henry D. Oliver 39, Catharine 24, Elizabeth 
8, ALAL, p. 226 
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1850 ALABAMA CENSUS (Continued) 


Samuel Oliver Jr. 40, Eliza 35, William 14, 
Ellen 13, Absolum 11, Henry 9, John 7, 
Francis 5, Louisa 2, Ireland AL, p. 226 

Samuel Oliver Sr. 70, Ann 53, Hilery 13, 
Ireland SC, p. 226 


Chambers County 

Florence M. Oliver 41, Eliza 3!, Susannah J. 
13, Mildred A. 11, James T. 8, Caroline 
F.6, John A. 4, GA GA, p. 302 

James D. Oliver 38, Charity A. 32, Sarah E. 
16, Lourza C. 12, LucindaC. 10, Martha 
J.7, Mary G. 5, Catherine 3, William 
7/12,GA GA, p. 303 

McCarty Oliver 74, Susannah 68, Samuel C. 
17, VA VA, p. 302 

Sarah Oliver 48, GA, p. 306 

Thomas J. Oliver 30, Mary 30, Frances 14, 
William W. 12, Thomas J.8, Sarah E. 6, 
Andrew J.5, GAGA, p. 345 


Cherokee County 

Newton Oliver 17, GA, p. 98 

Shelby Oliver 16, GA, p. 130 

William Oliver 24, Elvira 29, Benjamin 2, 
Simeon 5/12,GA GA, p. 98 

William C. Oliver 43, Aisley 41, Wm. 19, 
Frances 16, Thaddius 14, Rebecca 12, 
Charles 8, James 6, Sterling 4, Emma 2, 
GAGA, p. 125 


Clarke County 

Dyonysius Oliver 57, SC, p. 232 
Eliza Olliver 40, AL, p. 261 
James Olliver 14, AL, p. 237 


Coffee County 

Richard Oliver 45, Nancy 30, Sarah J. 13, 
Missonni A. 12, William [1, Nancy 10, 
Susan 7, Genros 5, Mary 3, Martha 6/ 12, 
Sarah Goodson 56, VA GA, p. 311 


Conecuh County 

Louisa Oliver 24, Ann 7, Virginia 5, John 2, 
ALAL, p. 359 

Mary Oliver 45, Henry W. 21, John I5, 
Amanda 17, Elizabeth 12, Frances 8, 
Mary Prichett 18, GA AL, p. 372 


Coosa County 
Ann Oliver 70, SC, p. 119 


William K. Oliver 47, Margaret 45, William 
19, Margaret 17, Ann 15, Emma 12, John 
10, SCSC, p. 120 


Dale County 
Olison Oliver 30, Margaret 35, GA SC, p. 
209 


Dallas County 

H. H. Oliver 24, AL, p. 260 

R. G. Oliver 27, Josophine 18, SC GA, p. 
275 


Fayette County 

Harry Oliver 14, SC, p. 41 

James Oliver 37, Clerise M. 26, Darvay A. 
13, James W. 10, Leeisa E. 8, Andrew D. 
6, Prudent A. 3, Levent A. 1, SC SC, p. 
42 


Franklin County 

C.C. Oliver 20, AR, p. 149 

James Olliver 30, Martha 29, Jeptha 16, 
John 14, Nancy 3, Mary 1, TN TN, p. 237 


Greene County 

Benjamin Oliver 23, VA, p. 248 

Christopher D. Oliver 30, Laura A. 29, 
Christopher C. 5, Henry L.3,GA SC, p. 
309 

Edmond D. Oliver 58, VA, p. 249 

James H. Oliver 53, Dolly 50, Robert 25, 
Richard 15, Thomas !4, Sarah 12, 
Louisa 10, VA VA, p. 330 

William C. Oliver 34, Elizabeth A. 26, 
Martha E. 6, Mary E. 4, Stalina A. 22, 
VANC, p. 253 


Jackson County 
James Oliver 28, Tabitha 25, Eliza 5, Elmira 
4/12, Samira 4/12, TN AL, p. 133 


Jefferson County 

G. W. Oliver 19, AL, p. 151 

John Oliver 45, Elizabeth 42, James 14, 
Missouri 6, NC SC, p. 183 


Lauderdale County 

A. W. Olliver 29, Elizabeth 18, William 1, 
Sarah 55, VAAL, p. 341 

Antny Oliver 23, John 22, James 18, William 
16, NCAL, p. 268 

Daniel Oliver 46, Jane 32, Benjamin 12, 
Genette 14, Mary 10, Frances 6, Hugh 2, 
Charles 8, England TN, p. 363 


1850 ALABAMA CENSUS (Continued) 


Edwin T. Olliver 26, Martha 16, VA AL, p. 
341 

Mikle Olliver 49, Kisiah 49, Mary 23, 
Martha 12, NCNC, p. 268 

William L. Olliver 39, Eliza 27, Julia 9, 
Sarah 5, VA AL, p. 337 


Lawrence County 

Philip Oliver 60, Elizabeth 54, Thomas 19, 
Philip Jr. 14, Susan M. Henry 26, VA 
VA, p. 452 


Limestone County 

Mordica Oliver 52, Susannah M. 42, Sarah 
E. 18, Mary L. 16, Joshua L. 14, Letta A. 
12, JohnC.9, ALAL, p. 80 


Lowndes County 

Creed T. Oliver 41, VA, p. 107 

George W. Oliver 20, NC, p. 165 

John Oliver 50, Maranda 50, Robert E. 16, 
John A. 14, Elizabeth E. 12, Ireland SC, 
p. 137 

M.S. Oliver 45, David 10, SC AL, p. 123 


Macon County 
Sidney Oliver 17, GA, p. 253 


Madison County 

Benjamin Oliver 22, VA, p. 453 

Mary Oliver 50, Mariah 22, John 19, 
Martha 14, Robert 13, Albert 12, VA 
AL, p. 445 


Marion County 
Andy Oliver 39, Martha I. 20, Sarah C. 1, 
ALGA, p. 131 


Mobile County 

E. D. Oliver 18, AL, p. 381 

Francis H. Oliver 35, NY, p. 454 
George Oliver 45, Denmark, p. 369 
Rock Oliver 24, Switzerland, p. 353 
W.C. Oliver 34, VA, p. 387 


Montgomery County 


Mildred Oliver 39, Thomas W. 22, Abner M. 


19, Mary M. 16, Susan J. 14, Samuel C. 
13, GAAL, p. 126 

William Oliver --, GA, p. 136 

William Oliver 45, Martha 44, Charles 16, 
Ann Jane 18, Samuel P. 14, Susannah 
Jane 4,SCSC, p. 157 
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Perry County 

Augustus Oliver 43, Mary 32, Samuel 16, 
John 14, Martha A. 12, Virginia G. 10, 
Colman A. 5, VATN, p. 316 

Lucinda Oliver 62, Emily F. 33, SCTN, p. 
366 

Murrell W. Oliver 35, Catherine L.C. 29, 
Wilthetinne C. 8, Caroline L. 7, 
Margaret 5, Emily 3, Alex. B. 1, TN SC, 
p. 366 


Pike County 

James Oliver 31, Lucy Ann 26, William 8, 
Catherine 6, Nancy 2, Mary James 66, 
Lurany 25, AL AL, p. 205 

Mary Oliver 40, Dixon 18, Sarah 14, 
Lucinda 12, Elizabeth 6/12, SC SC, p. 
230 

William P. Oliver 22, Mary 20,SC AL, p. 
230 


St. Clair County 
James Oliver 38, Anna 36,SCTN, p. 108 


Randolph County 
Allen Oliver 25, Caroline 20, GA GA, p. 395 


Russell County 

Bemian Oliver 47, Mary 45, John 19, Petter 
17, Janius 16, Emily 12, James 8, SC VA, 
p. 65 

Henry Oliver 52, Nancy 52, James 17, 
William 15, Caleb 22, Mary 20,GA GA, 
p. 38 


Sumter County 

Lewellen Oliver 45, Eliza 42, Ann 18, 
Dunelia 14, Luellen 10, Robert 4, 
Dabney 3, SCSC, p. 326 


Talladega County 
Stephen P. Oliver 33, VA, p. 394 


Tallapossa County 

James M. Oliver 20, Matilda 18, Daniel 18, 
GAGA, p. 46 

Samuel M. Oliver 34, Louisa E. 32, Mardett 
8, Winston 7, Nancy W. 5, Tulley S. 3, 
Seaborn 2, Joseph H. 13,GA GA, p. 121 

William Oliver 37, GA, p. 12 


Tuscaloosa County 

Charles R. Oliver 25, Melissa A. 25, Sarah 
A.4, Mary J.2, GAGA, p. 198 

JohnC. Oliver 64, Sara H.54, VASC, p. 158 
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MISSISSIPPI CENSUSES 


STATE 1817 

1820 MISSISSIPPI CENSUS Franklin County 

P. 160—John W. Olliver 232001-2101 
Jefferson County 
P. 57—Robert Oliver 210010-20010 Lowndes County 

P. 200-—Mrs. Oliver 111-010001 
Monroe County 
P, 212—Andrew Oliver 200100-00101 Madison County 

P. 108—J. Oliver 00002-00000 
Warren County 
P. 122—James Oliver 200010-20010 Marshall County 


1830 MISSISSIPPI CENSUS 


Jefferson County 


P. 35—Robert Oliver 001021-01101101 


Lowndes County 
P. 82— Andrew Oliver 
P. 79—Daniel Oliver 


012001-210001001 
200001-10001 


Warren County 
P. 204— Mary Oliver 011101-1020001 


1840 MISSISSIPPI CENSUS 


Attala County 


P, 13-—-Isam Oliver 0111101-10001 


Choctaw County 

P.91—Andrew Oliver 012101-122100101 
P. 94— James Oliver 20001 1-010010001 
P.91—Robert P. Oliver 2120001-0112001 
DeSoto County 

P. 129—James S. Oliver 00001-00001 


P. 129—Simeon Oliver 1120001-112101 


1850 MISSISSIPPI CENSUS 


Attala County 

Elizabeth Oliver 19, Brant 3/12,GA MS, p. 
141 

Isham Oliver 50, Margaret 43, Elbert 15, 
Mary 15, Martha9, Lavisa E.5,GA GA, 
p. 135 

John J. Oliver 3, MS, p. 136 

William A. Oliver 22, Samuel A. 20, 
Elizabeth 17, Green A. 2/12, GAGA, p. 
136 


P. 25—Joseph Oliver 
P. 8—Rod Oliver 


10200001-1011001 
00220101-2002001 


P. 21—T. J. Oliver 120001-011101 
Panola County 

P. 136—Dionysius Oliver 0201001-00121 
P. 142—James M. Oliver 20000 1 -00000 
P. 141—John F. Oliver 10001-00001 
Tishomingo County 

P. 224—-Elijah Oliver 10002-22001 
Tunica County 

P. 249—J.C. Oliver 00001-01001 
Warren County 

P. 269—Mary Oliver 001 1-0020001 
Yalobusha County 

P.291—Drury Oliver 10110001-10101001 
P. 305—John K. Oliver 00006-0000 
P. 276—Thomas Oliver 00002-40001 
P. 278— William B. Oliver 00001-00001 


Carroll County 
Martha E. Oliver 6, AL, p. 386 


Chickasaw County 
John J. Oliver 34, Sarah 30, Eliza F. 2, NC 
AL, p. 820 


Choctaw County 

Andrew Oliver 54, Ruth 54, John A. 28, 
Martha 22, Mary 19, Jane 16, Susan 14, 
Edward 17,SCSC, p. I 

James Oliver 24, Elizabeth 19, Marion 2(m), 
Sarah J.4/12, SC AL, p. 12 
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1850 MISSISSIPPI CENSUS (Continued) 


James Oliver 49, Rebecca 34, William 14, 
Elen 12, Thomas I1, Owen 10, Sarah 8, 
Elizabeth 5, James 6, Ann3, SC MS, p. 
38 

Jane Oliver 16, GA, p. 18 

Robert Oliver 49, Sarah 51, Eliza A. 26, 
Sarah A. 19, Robert L. 17, William A. 15, 
John E. 12, George P. 21, SC SC, p. 14 

S. A. Oliver 27, Eliza 38, John W. A. 1, 
William F. 13, SCSC, p. I 


Claiborne County 
Alexander Oliver 36, MS, p. 132 


Copiah County 
John Oliver 31, Catharine 39, Francis T. 2 
(f), GA SC, p. 216 


DeSoto County 

James T. Oliver 33, T.A. 30(f), E.W. 4(f), 
M.B.3(m), GAGA, p. 413 

Peter M. Oliver 27, C.A. 30(f), James D. 8, 
GAGA, p. 347 

Simeon Oliver 54, Mildred 41, Tim 24, 
Shelton 24, J. 16(m), D. 14(m), A.E. 11 
(f), E.9(m), G.A. 6(f), GA GA, p. 408 


Franklin County 

John W. Oliver 40, Elizabeth 38, James 18, 
Cyrus 15, Charles 10, Isabella 6, 
Elizabeth 4, Cornelius 2, Samuel 3/ 12, 
VATN, p. 25 

Nathan Oliver 12, MS, p. 29 


Harrison County 
Alice Oliver 30, Ireland, p. 92 


Itawamba County 

Elijah Oliver 38, Mary 37, Paulina 16, 
Prudence 14, Jesse C. 12, Bertha Ann 10, 
George V. 8, Mary 6, Margaret C. 3, 
Elijah 4/12, TN TN, p. 316 

Ester Oliver 60, Samuel 15, Katharine 12, 
NCTN, p. 438 

William Oliver 30, Arena 22, George T. 3, 
Permela E. 11/12, TN NC, p. 316 


Lafayette County 

George G. Oliver 29, Catharine 21, Victoria 
F. 6, Zebulon 4, Martha L. 2, TN MS, p. 
275 

George W. Oliver 39, Martha A. 22, 
Josephine L. 7, John F. 4, Samuel C. 1, 
SCSC, p. 281 


W.B. Oliver 39, Sarah S. 32, TN TN, p. 321 


Lawrence County 
Thomas D. Oliver 22, Isabella 26, C.C. 1/12 
(m), KY MS, p. 431 


Lowndes County 
Edmond Oliver 33, TN, p. 108 


Marshall County 

John Oliver 20, TN, p. 272 

Mary Oliver 37, Tennessee 14, Barton P. 13, 
Mary B. 10, Daniel J.5, VA TN, p. 350 

Napoleon B. Oliver 17, Mary B.9, TN MS, 
p. 289 

Thomas J. Oliver 22, GA, p. 290 


Monroe County 

Henrietta Oliver 19, Joseph 21, NC NC, p. 
112 

John Oliver 20, AL, p. 94 

John Oliver 19, AL, p. 103 


Noxubee County 
A.C. Oliver 27, VA, p. 211 


Panola County 

A. T. Oliver 31, Beatris E. 23, GA GA, p. 364 

Deonysious Oliver 43, Deonysious 18, 
Margaret 17,GA GA, p. 343 

Drury Oliver 72, Elizabeth 71, VA VA, p. 
352 

James M. Oliver 40, Mary B. 31, William K. 
14, James T. 12, Zedonia A. 8, Mary H. 
5, Nancy E. 1, TN KY, p. 331 

Mary B. Oliver 11, Eliza J. 11, AL AL, p. 367 


Scott County 
Asa Oliver 37, Eliza 39, James 3, VA SC, p. 
268 


Tippah County 

Nancy Oliver 42, John 20, William 17, Mary 
J.13, Harriett 11, James 9, Abraham 7, 
Nancy J. 6, Julia A. 4, GA AL, p. 469 


Tishomingo County 
R. Olliver 30, VA, p. 21 


Warren County 

Emeline Oliver 22, John H. 2, TN MS, p. 181 

Mary Oliver 43 (63), John 26, SC MS, p. 216 

William Oliver 29, Francis 19, Benj. F. 2, 
Martha J. 10/12, MS MS, p. 215 


Yalobusha County 
Mary Oliver 24, Elizabeth 10, Nancy 3, AL 
MC n 270 
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ARKANSAS CENSUSES 
STATE 1836 


1850 ARKANSAS CENSUS 


Carroll County 

A. C. Oliver 37, Lucinda 32, Mary M. 12, 
Sarah M. 9, Rebecca J. 8, Patrick H. 7, 
Alford J. 5, Susan E. 2, William J. 2/12, 
TNTN, p. 128 


Crawford County 

Elizabeth Oliver 25, Richard W. 28, William 
Y.3, James W.M. 1, Unk. TN, p. 341 

Espacio Oliver 49, Richard 24, Judith P. 15, 
Vice E. 12, Polly 10, Eli7, Vianna4, NC 
TN, p. 341 

Francis C. Oliver 28, Martha 26, Eli M. 3, 
John T. 1, Richard 5/12, TN TN, p. 341 

Isaac Oliver 48, Elizabeth 45, Eli 25, Sally 
24, Elizabeth 18, John 15, TN VA, p. 337 

James Oliver 25, Elizabeth 23, Lewis 3, 
Margaret 6/12, TN TN, p. 342 


Crittenden County 
Henry Oliver 30, AL, p. 373 
John Oliver 24, OH, p. 371 


Dallas County 

Ira Oliver 36, Martha 34, SC SC, p.8 

Jeptha Oliver 28, Lucinda E. 24, Wm. H. 6, 
Martha J. 4, Thos. P. 2, Mary L. 6/12, 
ALAL,p.9 

Joseph Oliver 39, Sarah 39, Geo. 18, Harry 
16, Wm. 14, Alison W. 12(m), Mary A. 
9, Margaret M. 7, Martha5S, Susan G. 2, 
William 68, SC SC, p. 9 

Thomas Oliver 32, Emily M. 19, Caroline D. 
1,SCGA, p.8 


Desha County 

David Oliver 12, OH, p. 60 

Thomas Oliver 28, Nancy !7, Mary 5,OH 
OH, p. 66 


Drew County 

William M. Oliver 32, Martha 32, Ruth A. 
10, Mary F.7, John A. 6, James B. 4, 
George S. 6/12, Alex! H. 26, SC MS, p. 
77 


Franklin County 
Charles Oliver 21, Rachel 19, AR MS, p. I11 


Independence County 
Eliza L. Oliver 15, AR, p. 395 


Jackson County 
James L. Oliver 30, VA, p. 38 
Margaret Oliver 21, TN, p. 63 


Mississippi County 

James Oliver 30, Harriet 34, James H. 8, 
George W. 7, Benj. F.4, John A. 1, TN 
VA, p. 343 


Monroe County 
George Oliver 26, Mary 20, TN TN, p. 378 


Montgomery County 

Jesse Oller 44, Polly 44, John 16, Eleanor 14, 
Beverly 11, Louisa 9, Elizabeth 8, 
Andrew T. 6, David 1, KY KY, p. 397 

William Oller 22, Tilpa 20, Sarah T. 3, 
Sophronia 1, KY TN, p. 397 


Pike County 

Sarah Oliver 42, John W. 17, Nucum T. 15, 
Gabriel 14, Charlotte 12, Margaret 10, 
Martha 7, Asa 2, Emily 2, NCTN, p. 199 


Polk County 
Mary Oliver 46, Thomas 15, Eleanor 11, 
Rachel 6, GA TN, p. 228 


Prairie County 
Julian Oliver 10, TN, p. 304 


Pulaski County 

Johsua Oliver 40, Caroline 24, Eng. AR, p. 
357 

Nathaniel Oliver 54, ME, p. 363 


St. Francis County 

John L. 23, Mary C. 19, Robert G. 20, AR 
MS, p. 53 

Mary Oliver 13, AR, p. 56 


Scott County 

Alexander Oliver 14, TN, p. 152 

Charles H. Oliver 22, Catharine 20, Sarah A. 
3, Elijah 1, TN TN, p. 155 

Francis C. Oliver 28, Rebecca 28, Catharine 
8, William F. 3, NCKY, p. 153 


1850 ARKANSAS CENSUS (Continued) 


Harrison Oller 21, KY, p. 137 

Richmond Oliver 31, Martha E. 35, Robert 
10, John 8, Sarah 6, Alexander 1, NC 
TN, p. 152 

William Oliver 38, Pascetta 28, NC NC, p. 
155 

William Oller 22, Gilpha 20, Sarah J. 2, 
Sophronia I, KY IL, p. 136 


Washington County 

Joel Oliver 30, Eliza 26, Juliet 7, William 5, 
James 4, Mary 1, TN TN, p. 348 

Joel Oliver 60, NC, p. 416 
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John Oliver 75, Mary 63, NC NC, p. 421 

John J. Oliver 37, Mary 29, Jada 13, William 
11, Patsy 9, Nancy 2, Matthew I, TN AL, 
p.414 

William Oliver 64, Marget 58, James 22, 
Elizabeth 25, Lewis 2, Marget 5/12, NC 
VA, p. 361 

William E. Olover 32, Rhoda 31, Celia 10, 
Eli 8, Richard 7, Mary 5, David 3, Passey 
1 (f), TN TN, p. 363 

William G. Oliver 25, Mary 20, TN VA, p. 
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Newman Oliver !0, TN, p. 475 
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Bexar County 
Antonio Oliver 36, Mexico, p. 212 


Calhoun County 
John O. Oliver 45, Allace 20, MS MS, p. 485 


Cherokee County 

James Oliver 45, Elizabeth 30, Sarah E. 9, 
Robert J.7, John T. 5, Mary J. 2, Susan 
F. 2/12, SC AL, p. 839 


Denton County 
Robert Oliver 26, KY, p. 108 


Galveston County 
Ellen Oliver 18, John 2, MS TX, p. 261 
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J.C. Oliver 20, TX, p. 333 
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Grimes County 
Egbert C. Oliver 26, Pauline 26, Francis 7, 
William 6, Robert 2, AL AL, p. 390 
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Phineas R. Oliver 33, Sarah 17,GA FL, p. 
298 


Harris County 

William A. Oliver 33, C.B. 26(f), Wm. H.9, 
S.W.7, K.E.5,M.K.3, Wm. M.1,NY 
AL, p. 83 
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John C. Oliver 38, Elizabeth 36, Mary J. 18, 
John W. 9, Malina A. 6, Nancy P.4, Sam 
H. 2, Martin C, 1/12, Jarett P. 29, KY 
KY, p. 189 


Lamar County 
W. James Oliver 24, Martha E. 18, Harret E. 
1, ALTN, p. 268 


Limestone County 

Franklin C. Olliver 23, Lucretia 18, TN TX, 
p. 372 

Rodric Olliver 50, Temperance 51, John E. 
24, Thomas J. 17, Lucy A. 13, Rosena !1, 
NC KY, p. 365 


W. W. Olliver 20, TN, p. 370 
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R. F. Oliver 33, Martha 29, Rachial Ann 12, 
Nancy E. 10, Martha L. 8, Mareetta B. 5, 
Olivia C, 3, Infant 3/12(f), TN AL, p. 33 


Nueces County 
Day Oliver, 


Rusk County 

J.B.J. Oliver 39, Parrisaide 24, John 6, Julia 
4, GAGA, p. 258 

Jacob J. Oliver 28, Ann 21, Catherine 3,GA 
GA, p. 245 

James R. Oliver 34, GA, p. 245 

James R. Oliver 30, GA, p. 248 

Martha Oliver 69, SC, p. 245 

Milton Olvier, TN, p. 246 
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Caroline E. 6, James A. 1, TN MS, p. 320 

Nancy Oliver 64, SC, p. 312 


Shelby County 
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Andrew 17, Washington L. 11, Sary C. 7, 
Jas. K.P.3,SCTN, p. 31 

Andrew Olliver 32, Amancy 23, William N. 
14, John R. Johnston 71, Andrew Oliver 
Senr. 97 (GA), TN AR, p. 32 

Malachi Olliver 41, Elizabeth 29, Mary A.E. 
6, Thomas J.5, Andrew J.2, William A. 
2/12, KY TN, p. 30 


FL, p. 142 





Travis County 

Edward Oliver 31, PA, p. 160 

John Oliver 39, TN, p. 149 

William Oliver 29, Cyntha 18, James 2, TN 
TX, p. 160 


Tyler County 
Alfred Oliver 49, Amanda 39, Allson T, 20, 
Eveline 18, Alfred Jr. 14, SC TN, p. 175 


Walker County 
Charles Oliver 21, TN, p. 277 
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garet 328; Marmaduke 328; Mary C. 329; 
Nancy 327, 328; Robert 324, 327, 328; 
Sam’l 328; Sarah 328; Soloman 328; 
William 328; Wm. 328 

Smallin, Alfred 328; Harriet 328; Robert W. 
328 

Smalling, A. G. 327, 329, 330, 331; Abraham 
329, 333; Abraham G. 326, 327, 334; Alfred 
B. 329, 331; Andrew T. 329, 331, 332; 
Charles 330; Charley A. 331; Clemintine J. 
329, 331; Cordelia M. 332; D. W. 329; 
David R. 332, 333; Delila A. 333; Dora B. 
332; Duke 331; Duke W. 332; Elizabeth 
326, 329, 330, 331, 334; Elizabeth J. 329; 
Evaline J. 331, 332; Francisca 331; George 
P. 331, 332; Harriet C. 329, 330, 331; 
Harriett 329, 331, 332; Hattie C. 332; 
Henrietta 329; Henry 329; Henry E. 330; 
Henry S. 331; James H. 329, 331, 332; 
John 330; John E. 329, 331; John H. 331; 
Julia 330, 332; Landon 330, 333; Landon 
H. 331; Lula 333; Lula J. 331; M. 334; 
Margaret 331, 332; Marmaduke W. 329, 
331, 334; Martin W. 330, 331; Mary A. 
330, 331; Mary J. 332; Mary L. 331; 
Nancy 324, 325, 326, 327, 328, 329, 330, 
331, 332, 334, 335; Nancy A. 330, 331; 
Nancy Agnes Oliver 334, 443; Nancy L. 
331; Nathaniel 65, 69, 70; Nora B. 332; R. 
W. 329; Robert 324, 25, 327, 328, 329, 330, 
331, 332, 334; Robert D. 331; Robert R. 
333, 334; Robert W. 326, 331, 332; Rolf 
333; Sallie C. 331; Samuel 65, 334; Sarah 
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J. 326, 329, 330, 331; Soloman 65, 331, 
332; Soloman M. 331, 334; Susan M. 334; 
Thomas D. 333; William 329; Winnie E. 
332; Wm. L. 329, 332; Wm. M. 330; 
Virginia 330; Virginia A. 331, 332 

Smawlin, Samuel 75 

Smawling, Robert W. 333 

Smith, Caleb 79; Catherine 141, 143; Cath- 
erine Oliver 143; Cornelious 434; Daniel 
65, 67; Gasper 235; George 194; J. 243; 
James C. 435; John 221; Johnson 67; 
Joshua Esq. 241, 244; Louiza 496; Mar- 
garet 422; Peggy 422; R. A. 154; Rachel 
269, 272, 278; Soloman 325; Thomas 215; 
William 126, 143, 435 

Smithson, Kate 413 

Snyder, John P. 203 

Sparks, Tom 5 

Spencer, S. F. 363, 364; Stephen F. 363, 364, 
365 

Standley, Jacob 234; Zachariah 300; 

Starmer, Catherine 496; Hugh 496 

Starnes, E. 106; P. 106 

Steel, ___ 370 

Steele, Capt. J. A. 377, 379, 384 
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Stephens, Mary 355; Robert L. 409; Tennessee 
409 

Stewart, Esq. 98; Mary M. 387 

Stirewalt, Maurice R. 190 

Stockhouse, Wm. 106 

Stout, Daniel 155; George 65, 69, 70 

Stover, Jacob 65 

Stuart, Rev. David 232; Montgomery 160 

Stubblefield, Josephus 340 

Sturgis, Gen. Samuel D. 384 

Suit, Rosa 128, 130 

Swaney, james 106 

Sweeney, Alfred L. 424; Artelia 423, 424; 
Elizabeth 423; J. J. 424; James R. F. 424; 
Jas. 423, 424; John 423; John S. 424; Jno. 
423; Levi 424; Mae 422, 425; Martha 423; 
Mary 423; Nancy 423; Robert Dale 422; 
Thos. L. 423 

Swiney, Ada M. 424; Allen F. 273; Annie E. 
424; George A. 424; James J. 424; John 
340, 343, 344; Maggie L. 424; Mamie D. 
424; Martha J. 424; Mary J. 424; Minerva 
E. 424; Nancy 273; Rufus W. 424; Viola C. 
424; William F. 273 
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Swinney, Allen F. 274, 275, 497; Elizabeth 
222, 366, 421, 423, 424, 425, 426; Elizabeth 
Oliver 422, 425; Glenn 275; James 423; 
James J. 366, 425; James Jefferson 425; 
John 366, 387, 421, 422, 423, 424, 425, 
426; John A. 425; Louisa 366; Louisa Jane 
424; Louiza 423; Margaret 423; Martha 
423; Martha K. 425; Mary 423, 425; Mollie 
423, 425; Nancy 275, 366, 422, 423, 497; 
Nancy C. 366, 425; Robert 423; William 
423; William E. 366, 425; William F. 497 

Symkins, John 446; Mary 448 

Tague, John 65 

Tarkinton, Ann 215 

Taylor, Andrew 75; Caswell C. 150; Eliza 481; 
George 20; John H. 386; Joseph 61, 62, 63, 
97, 98; Leroy 65, 69; Lona 397; Nancy 
Agnes 67; P. 83; Polly 106, 114; Woody 
434 

Tecumseh, Chief 63 

Templeton, John 120 

Tennison, Elizabeth 355 

Terrill, Mary 447 

Tharp, T. 213 

Thom, Jack 137 

Thomas, Elizabeth 100, 212; John 100; 
Margaret 13, William 51, 114 

Thompson, Capt. 338, 339, 344; Capt. S. 339; 
E. L. 408; Emma 416; Emma L. 408 

Thoys, Wm. 107 

Thurman, John 85 

Tipps, Peter 435 

Tipton, Abraham 79; Anide 26; Butler 26; 
Isaac 79; J. 150; J. Jack 26, 30; Jacob 65, 
79, 122, 149, 325; James I. 85; John 122; 
Col. John 84, 85; Lieut 324, 325; Lucinda 
26; Mike H. 7; Noami Abbott 26, 30; Ruth 
84; Samuel 83, 85, 86, 87, 88, 91, 92, 93, 
157; Susanah 26; Susannah Reno 93; 
Thomas 84, 88 

Todd, Will 243; William 239, 244, 302 

Tolly, Jonathan 435 

Tompkins, Catherine E. 379 

Truman, Sarah 50 

Tryon, Gov. 192 

Tucker, Calvin 262; Calvin Pinckney 262; 
Charles 446; Florence Whitehead 11; John 
11; Mary 255; Nicholas 115; Robert E. 
262; Sarah Ann 262 

Turner, James 310 


Underwood, James R. 397; Sarah Alice 397 
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Utley, Charity 497 


Vance, Robert 65, 69 

Vandergrift, Jacob 65 

Vaughn, Mattie May 381, 382; May 381; 
William 381 

Vaught, Mrs. W. M. 146 

Venter, Joseph 211 

Vernon, Linda 229 

Vincent, Capt. 71, 95, 96, 97, 99, 100, 101 


Wade, Benjamin 446 

Waggoner, Jacob 198; Frederick 65 

Waid, Daniel 150; David 81 

Walden, Jeff 137 

Walker, Andrew 141; Andrew C. 142; Andrew 
W. 435, 436, 437, 442; Carter 435; Clarissa 
142, 182; Clarissa E. 142, 177; David 234, 
Gen. 167; Henry 234; James 142, 435; 
James L. 142, 177; Joel 235, 236, 239, 240; 
John 308; Lurena 141, 177; Lurena Oliver 
143; Mary J. 142, 177; William A. 142, 177 

Wall, Alexander 281; Ann 301; Charles Asten 
301; John 301; Richard 243, 244; William 
Asten 301 

Waller, John 302 

Ward, Earl H. 133; John A. 340; Virginia 133 

Warmsley, Thos. 107; Warren, Bro. H. 372; 
Warrin, Stuart 217 

Washington, Gen. 112, 228; George 237 

Watkins, David 447; Samuel 246 

Watsford, Milly 209 

Wayne, Gen. [12 

Webb, Charlotte 222; Pleasant 151 

Weber, Alfred H. 13; Alfred H. Jr. 13; Nancy 
Ann 13; Stephen G. 13 

Webster, Irene 229 

West, Mary Ann 209 

Wheeler, John H. 299 

White, B. K. 349; Bradley 349, 351, 352; 
Bradley K. 353; Bradley Knox 356; Cath- 
erine 120, 121, 122, 130; Chapman 120, 
121, 123; Cordelia 349; Elizabeth 120, 121; 
Fanny L. 352; G. D. 349; George Jr. 351; 
Henry Jr. 351; Hiram M. 435; Ider B. 352; 
J. M. S. 349; James 351; James B. 349; 
Jefferson 351; Jemima 120, 121, 123, 144, 
351; John 122; Martha 351; Mary 120, 
121, 122, 123, 130, 136, 139, 157, 322, 351; 
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Nancy E. 354; Susan 158, 349, 351, 353; 
Susan C. 352; Susanah 153; Susannah 
158, 165, 168, 174, 185, 220, 225, 310, 311, 
317, 318, 319, 321, 322; Thomas Jr. 351; 
Thomas J. 352; William 120, 121, 122, 
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Sarah 4; Susan M. 4; Thomas 65, 70; 
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Jacob 301; John 235; Martha 218, 236, 
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Thomas 435, 436 

Weitner, Col. 441 

Wicker, Thomas 218, 249, 250, 335 

Wilburn, Mary 387 
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Willett, Edward 65 
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Williams, Col. 71; James 150; John 325, 339, 
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Joseph 65; Nancy A. 396; Nancy Ann 397, 
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Wingo, Vaughn 381 
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Winthrow, Marian 221 
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Wiseman, John 364; John Sen. 365 
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Wroten, David 435 
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Addendum 





John Oliver, Senior, 1750/55-1826/30 


This Addendum updates the research of the Family of John Oliver, Senior, 
since the First Edition of Sketches of the Olivers was published in 1987. 

The missing daughters of John Oliver, Senior, sisters of John Oliver (1780/ 
90-1863), of Cades Cove, Tennessee, Rebecca and Jemima, have been found 
(Ref. page 443, Chapter XVI). 

In 1848, Rebecca Oliver (1783-1862) moved with her husband, William 
Cunningham, Jr., to Madison County, Indiana. Their children were Mary 
(1806-1879); Nancy (1821-1898); Rebecca (1828-1907); John (1804-1872); 
William (1811-1891); Samuel (1813-1890); George (1816-1878); Joseph (1829- 
Aft. 1880); and possibly a fourth daughter, Elizabeth, who married John 
Trantham in Rowan County, North Carolina in 1819. Rebecca and William 
are buried in the Walker Cemetery in Madison County, Indiana, along with 
several members of their family. 

Jemima Oliver (1784-1823/30) was located on Nine Mile Creek in Blount 
County, Tennessee with husband, William White (1756-1837), a Revolution- 
ary War soldier. A daughter, Mary White (1801-1870), married James Oliver 
(1799-1863), in 1821 and later moved to Georgia where they raised a large 
family of five girls — Jemima (1825-1904); Lurena (1832-1870/80); Martha 
E. (1833-1879/80); Mary A. (1836-Aft. 1870); Catherine (1840-Aft. 1870); 
and, four sons — John (1822/25-1830/40); William (1826-1897); James C. 
(1827-1863); and George W. (1844-1922). (Ref. Chapter V.) 
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With this research, the OLIVER FAMILY of John Oliver, Senior (1750/ 
55-1826/ 30), is restated as follows: 


John Oliver, Senior 1750/55 — 1826/30 

Mary Oliver 1750/60 — 1820/30 Wife 
Rebecca Oliver Cunningham 1783 — 1862 Daughter 
Jemima Oliver White 1784 — 1823/30 Daughter 
George R. Oliver 1785 — 1863 Son 
William Oliver 1784/87 — 1841 Son 
John Oliver 1780/90 — 1863 Son 
Mary Oliver Perry 1794/95 — 1887 Daughter 
Nancy Agnes Oliver Smalling 1796 — 1872 Daughter 
James Oliver 1799 =— 1863 Son 


RESEARCH TO LOCATE JOHN OLIVER, SENIOR 
LINCOLN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 


Research to locate John Oliver, Senior’s last known home in Lincoln 
County, Tennessee has continued. A Land Grant for Sarah Painter, 
obtained from the Tennessee State Archives in February, 1996, joins the 
grants in Lincoln County of John Oliver, Senior, and son, William. These 
three grants are restated as follows: 


John Oliver, Senior (1750/55 — 1826/30) 
Land Grant No. 1833 by the State of Tennessee 


Know ye, That for and in consideration of the sum of twelve and one half 
cents per acre, paid into the office of the Entry-taker of Lincoln County and 
entered on the Sth day of April 1824, pursuant to the provisions of an Act of 
the General Assembly of said state, passed on the 22d day of November 
1823, by No. 7. There is granted by the said State of Tennessee, unto JOHN 
OLIVER a certain tract or parcel of land containing fifty acres by survey 
bearing date the 23d of April 1824 lying in said county on the east side of the 
east fork of Mulberry Creek a north branch of Elk River and bounded as 
follows to wit Beginning at a poplar on the north east corner of Andrew W. 
Walker’s twenty acre tract running east ninety poles to two black locusts 
thence south eighty eight and nine tenth poles to a poplar thence west ninety 
poles to a hickory thence north eighty eight and nine tenth poles to the 
beginning with the hereditaments and appertenances. TO HAVE AND TO 
HOLD the said tract or parcel of land, with its appertenances, to the said 
JOHN OLIVER and his heirs forever. In Witness Whereof William Carroll, 
Governor of the State of Tennessee, hath hereunto set his hand, and caused 
the great seal of the state to be affixed, at Murfreesborough on the 25th day 
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of July in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
{IVE ca: 


William Oliver (1784/87 — 1841) 
Land Grant No. 1767 by the State of Tennessee 


In form as above and in consideration of the sum of 12!4 cents paid to the 
office of the Entry-taker of Lincoln County on 29 April 1824 there was 
granted to WILLIAM OLIVER, 160 acres, by survey dated 23 July 1824, by 
No. 81, as follows: 

“lying in said county, on the waters of the east fork of Mulberry Creek 
another branch of Elk River and bounded as follows to wit Beginning at a 
hickory running east one hundred and sixty poles to a white oak and dogwood 
thence south one hundred and sixty poles to a hickory and chestnut oak thence 
west one hundred and sixty poles to a dogwood and black locust thence north 
one hundred and sixty poles to the Beginning.” 


Dated [Sth day of July 1825. 


Sarah Painter (1790 — Aft. 1850) 
Land Grant No. 1778 by the State of Tennessee 


Know ye, That for and in consideration of the sum of twelve and one half 
cents per acre, paid into the office of the Entry-taker of Lincoln County and 
entered on the 29th day of April 1824, pursuant to the provisions of an Act 
of the General Assembly of said state, passed on the 22d day of November, 
1823, by No. 82. There is granted by the said State of Tennessee, unto 
SARAH PAINTER a certain tract or parcel of land contaiining sixty acres 
by survey bearing the date the 30th day of April 1824 lying in said county on 
the east side of the east fork of Mulberry Creek a north branch of Elk River 
and bounded as follows to wit Beginning at a hickory on the east boundary 
line of John Oliver’s fifty acre entry running thence north sixty four poles to 
two small chestnuts in the east boundary line of William Oliver’s 162 acre 
entry tract thence south one hundred and twenty five poles to a Dogwood 
and hickory thence west ninety two poles to an elm in William Brown’s east 
boundary line thence north fifty eight poles to a hickory in John Oliver’s 
south boundary line of his fifty acre entry thence east twenty eight poles toa 
Poplar John Oliver’s South east corner thence north with said Oliver east 
boundary line Sixty Seven poles to the Beginning. With the hereditaments 
and appertenances. TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said tract or parcel of 
land, with its appertenances, to the said Sarah Painter and her heirs forever. 
In witness whereof William Carroll, Governor of the state of Tennessee, hath 
hereunto set his hand, and caused the great seal of the state to be affixed, at 
Murfreesborough to the 20th day of July in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty five and of the Independence of the 
United States, the 50th 
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BY THE GOVERNOR: Wm. Carroll 
Daniel C. Graham, Secretary 


Sarah Painter sold her grant in Lincoln County to Thomas Shaw in July 
1828. From Lincoln County deeds, Sarah’s grant was located near the farm 
of Bill and Helen Henshaw, south of Lynchburg, Tennessee. From Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) Topo Map — Lynchburg East, and aerial photo- 
graphs, the following Scale Drawings were made by C. H. Blue and Asso- 
ciates, P.A., Land Surveyors, Southern Pines, North Carolina, in 1996 of 
John, son William and Sarah Painter’s grants and land entry surveys. 
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SUMMARY 


This second Scale Drawing by C. H. Blue & Associates, P.A., Land 
Surveyors, for the first time pinpoints the exact location of John Oliver, 
Senior’s home in Lynchburg, Tennessee, in the 1820’s, including old chimney 
rocks, wells, springs and a very old abandoned cemetery. Each has been 
marked on this drawing showing location and distance to the old chimney 
rocks. The cemetery contains some 40 unmarked graves with field stones. 

We wish to thank Wayne Rhoton who first assisted us to locate and 
inspect this property. A special note of thanks and appreciation to Bill 
Henshaw, present owner of the adjoining farm, for his assistance in mapping 
this property for C. H. Blue & Associates. Also, Mrs. Jewel Spencer and 
Mrs. Lola Rhoton provided invaluable historical information. 


Colonel Hugh R. and Margaret T. Oliver 
June 1996 


